
 

 

The Way Was Not Yet Revealed 
Hebrews 9:1-10 

 
 
 
The worship and ceremonies of the Old Covenant were not able to make the worshiper 
perfect, or to sanctify him (they only reached to the outward man, the flesh).   
The blood of Christ is better than the ritual cleansings of the Old Covenant.   
 
v. 1  “ Now even the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the earthly 
sanctuary.”   
 
(mev oun) resumes the argument from 8:5.  Moses was commanded to make everything 
according to the pattern on the mountain.  This describes that pattern.   
 
Notice the word “had.”  It means that it stopped in the past.  The Old Covenant, though it 
was still being observed, no longer existed after the shedding of Christ’s blood.  There is 
nothing in that worship which has not been put to an end by Christ’s coming (Calvin).   
 
Even this first covenant had regulations of divine worship, that is requirements, rules by 
which it had to be governed.  This is discussed in vv. 6-10 of our passage this evening, 
and in 11-28, which we will see later.   
 
And the earthly sanctuary:  lit.  a manmade sanctuary.  It was put together by man.  It was 
made of the things of the world.  It is contrasted with the tabernacle which is not of this 
world or creation (v. 11, Cf. 8:2).  The earthly tabernacle was one that could not last.  
And it was about to be done away with.  The heavenly tabernacle is one which lasts 
forever.  (This is what heaven is like:  In heaven we receive a body which will never 
perish and a city which is eternal cf. 12:28.  Our earthly tent will be torn down and this 
world will be destroyed.)  But like its own perishability, it was also defective in that it 
could not remove sins.   
 
It was made of three parts:  the court, the holy place and the holy of holies.  A veil 
separated the court of the people from the holy place.  And another veil separated the 
holy place from the holy of holies.   
 
The Jews believed that the outer, or first tent, signified this world.  The Holy of Holies 
heaven.  Man could go into the outer part, but the inner part was for God.   
 
v. 2  “ For there was a tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand 
and the table and the sacred bread; this is called the holy place.”   
 
There were different things in the outer tabernacle.   
The lampstand:   It was a picture of Christ as the light of life.  We saw this this morning.  
Ex. 25:31-39).  It had the center shaft, 6 branches of gold, making seven in all.  This 
figure can be seen on the arch of Titus to commemorate his victory over the Jews.   



 

 

 
The table:  It was made of acacia wood and all covered with gold.  It was used for the 
showbread, the bread that was set out.  This is suggestive of Christ as the bread of life.  
Or also as the need of man to consecrate himself to God.  For the bread was unleavened 
bread.  He said that His flesh was bread which He gave for the life of the world.  One has 
suggested that the bread’s being in the outer tabernacle, which sybolizes the world, shows 
our need of the Eucharist, the Lord’s Supper, until we finally enter into the Holy of 
Holies in heaven.  Paul writes, “1 Corinthians 11:26 For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.”   
 
v. 3  “And behind the second veil, there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of 
Holies” 
 
There were two curtains in the Tabernacle.  One of them was the door to get into the holy 
place.  The second is the veil before the Holy of Holies.  This shut off the sight of that 
holy place from the eyes of everyone in the Tabernacle.  This same veil was built into the 
Temple.  And it was this veil which was torn when Jesus died.   
 
v. 4  “Having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides 
with gold, in which was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron's rod which budded, 
and the tables of the covenant.”   
 
The golden altar:  This is not the altar of incense.  The altar of incense was in the holy 
place, not the holy of holies.  This had to be because Aaron was supposed to burn incense 
on it every morning, and every evening, when he trimmed the lamps (Ex. 30:7-8).  The 
word here altar is actually “censer.”  The word used in the Greek occurs twice in the 
LXX and is used of a censer (2 Chr. 26:19; Ez. 8:11).  The golden censer was only used 
on the day of atonement.  It was taken into the holy of holies, and that is why it is here 
associated with it.  The altar was outside the veil and represented the prayers of the saints.  
The priest would take incense from the altar, put it into his censer and then go into the 
holiest place.   
 
“The rending of the veil by Christ has brought the antitypes to the altar, candlestick, and 
showbread of the anterior holy place into the holiest place, heaven. In 1 Kings 6:22, 
Hebrew, “the altar” is said to belong to the oracle, or holiest place (compare Exodus 
30:6).   
 
The ark of the covenant.  a box of acacia, covered with gold.   
 
Inside the ark was a golden jar of manna:  This was an omer, each man’s daily portion.  A 
memorial of God’s care for His people.  (Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word).  This too Christ clearly points to as a picture of Himself (See John 6).   
 
Inside also was Aaron’s rod which budded:  this was the memorial of God’s lawfully 
instituted priesthood (Num. 17:3, 5, 7, 10).   
 



 

 

And the tablets of the covenant:  the two tables of stone upon which the covenant was 
written.   
 
v. 5  “And above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of 
these things we cannot now speak in detail.”   
 
Above the ark were the two Cherubim of glory with their wings stretched over the mercy 
seat.  The cherubs are those angels who guard the holiness of God.  They are also 
pictured in Ezekiel as those who bear the glory of God.  God would appear in the cloud 
of glory between the Cherubim and over the mercy seat.  The mercy seat is where the 
blood of the sacrifice was placed on the day of atonement.  The blood of the sacrifice was 
a picture of Christ’s blood.  One has said that God would look through the blood at His 
Law which was broken by us and be satisfied.  It is literally translated:  “the place where 
sins are forgiven.”   
 
But the author doesn’t want to take the time now to discuss the spiritual significance of 
these things in detail.  He has left it up to us to discover it.   
 
v. 6  “Now when these things have been thus prepared, the priests are continually 
entering the outer tabernacle, performing the divine worship,”   
 
Every morning and every evening for the care of the lamps and the offering of incense.  
NAS Exodus 30:7 "And Aaron shall burn fragrant incense on it; he shall burn it every 
morning when he trims the lamps. 8 "And when Aaron trims the lamps at twilight, he 
shall burn incense.  There shall be perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your 
generations. 
 
v. 7  “But into the second only the high priest enters, once a year, not without taking 
blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance.”   
 
Once per year:  the tenth day of the seventh month.  Not once on that day, but twice.  But 
only on one occasion per year.   
 
And not without taking blood:  He would need to offer sacrifice for his own sins first (Cf. 
7:27), then for the people.   
 
Committed in ignorance:  They offered sacrifices earlier for the sins they were aware of.  
But there are many more sins which they are not aware of, that they committed in 
ignorance, either they didn’t know it was wrong, or they had forgotten.  Notice that even 
sins which are done in ignorance are liable to judgment.  (Cf. Acts 3:17, “And now, 
brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also.”  Ephesians 
4:18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart.”)  Ignorance lessens 
punishment, but doesn’t remove it (Luke 12:47-48, “And that slave who knew his 
master's will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall receive many 
lashes, but the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will 



 

 

receive but few. “)   
 
Calvin says that they knew what these sins were, but there is no sin which a person 
commits without being blinded in some way by sin, the devil, his own lusts.  It is true that 
voluntary sins were also included here in the blood of the atonement.   
 
v. 8  “ The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been 
disclosed, while the outer tabernacle is still standing.”   
 
Moses did not understand the typical meaning (1 Pet. 1:11-12).   
While the Old Covenant arrangement was still standing (i.e., still in existence, still having 
a standing in the arrangement of God), the New Covenant arrangement represented by the 
Holy of Holies was not revealed.  Calvin says that the very structure of the Tabernacle 
was to teach them that they could not enter into the heaven by that way.  It needed to be 
removed before the people could enter into the kingdom of God.  They were foolish who 
stopped at the shadows, when it was these very things which got in their way.  
Redemption by Christ has opened that Holy of Holies.  (Cf. Hebrews 4:16 Let us 
therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and may find grace to help in time of need.  Hebrews 10:19 Since therefore, brethren, we 
have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way 
which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and since we have a 
great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water.”)   
 
v. 9  “Which is a symbol for the present time.  Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are 
offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience.”   
 
NB:  Calvin believes that this ought to be seen as a type and not a parable.  The 
tabernacle was patterned after the first heavenly pattern.  The time then present confines 
it use to the time of the Law (although I believe that the present time refers to its ongoing 
use even though now defunct).  All the ceremonies were imposed until the time of 
reformation.   
 
The outer tabernacle is a symbol for the present time in that while it still stands, it shows 
that it is not able to bring a person to God.   
 
Which:  refers to the first tent.   
A figure:  a parable which shows us the character of the Old Covenant.   
The present time:  it is for the present time.  The time of the tabernacle worship belonged 
to the Old Covenant, though it still continued in the author’s time and that of his readers.   
   
Those who seek for heaven through the Old Covenant Shadows will not arrive at heaven.   
 
with reference to which — the tabernacle, Or translate, “according to which” parabolic 
representation, or figure.   



 

 

 
gifts (unbloody oblations) and sacrifices (bloody) are offered which do not have the 
ability to make the worshiper perfect (remove the sense of guilt and sanctify inwardly 
through love).   
 
in conscience:  they only went as far as the flesh.  a typological cleasing, ceremonial 
cleanness.  (Cf. 9:10, 13, 14).   
 
v. 10  “since they relate only to food and drink and various washings, regulations for the 
body imposed until a time of reformation.”   
 
washings —  (Exodus 29:4). 
 
and carnal ordinances — Carnal (outward, affecting only the flesh) is opposed to 
spiritual.   
 
Contrast “flesh” with “conscience” (Hebrews 9:13,14). 
 
imposed — as a burden (Acts 15:10 "Now therefore why do you put God to the test by 
placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been 
able to bear?  v. 28) continually pressing heavy. 
 
until the time of reformation — Greek, “until the time of a new order.”  This is when the 
reality takes the place of the picture.   
 
The gifts and sacrifices cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience because they 
only relate to food and drink and various washings, again those elements which were 
only pictures of the reality of Christ.  They were only temporary, imposed upon the 
people of God until Christ should come, the time of a new order, a time of reformation.  
He considers them as they are in themselves, not as the reality.  In themselves, they could 
not cleanse.  They were meant to lead them by the hand to Christ who could.  So those 
who looked beyond the types to the reality actually received forgiveness of their sins.  
Others, only the cleansing of their flesh.  Apart from Christ, they are only beggarly 
elements, “Galatians 4:9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be 
known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental 
things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?”   
 
Cleansing of the flesh:  the outward symbol of cleansing, like baptism washes off dirt, but 
not the soul, unless the reality is there given by the Spirit and received by faith.   
 
 


