
“The Wall Removed” 

(Ephesians 2:11-22) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’re looking at the third phase of Redemptive History:  the time of the 

expansion of Christ’s kingdom.   

a.  The first period – the period of types, shadows, promises and prophecies, 

from the Fall to the Incarnation – was a time of preparation, as the Lord was 

preparing the world for the coming of His Son.   

b.  The second period – from the incarnation of Christ to His resurrection – was 

that of fulfillment – this was when everything was done to lay the foundation 

for salvation and for the overthrow of Satan’s kingdom.   

c.  And the third period – from the resurrection of Christ to the Second Coming 

– has to do with application:  this is when the Lord gathers in those for whom 

He laid down His life, and when He overthrows Satan’s kingdom.   

(i)  Though each of these periods was special – particularly the second when 

Jesus came to earth to save us – the third may very well be the most 

exciting.   

(ii)  This is the time when our Lord receives the joy set before Him when He 

endured the cross, when He receives His kingdom, His people, His glory.   

(iii)  We actually get to take part in each of these things.   

(a)  We are His people, through faith in His name.   

(b)  We are His kingdom – a kingdom of kings, priests and soldiers.   

(c)  We are His joy – we are part of the reward He received, part of the 

reason He endured the cross.   

(d)  And we are those who are to add to His glory:   

(1)  Not only by being the trophies of His grace.   

(2)  Not only by reflecting His glory in the way we live.   

(3)  But also be being part of the means by which He will bring His 

people to faith.   

 

2.  Last week, we saw two more things that had to happen before this third phase 

could get underway:  Jesus had to be raised and crowned.   

a.   Jesus’ resurrection completed His work:   

(i)  He had to conquer death Himself, so He could conquer it for us.   

(ii)  He had to receive His justification from the Father, so that He could 

justify us.   

(iii)  And He had to receive eternal life, so that He could give us eternal life.   

(iv)  This is what happened when He was raised.   

 

b.  Jesus also had to be crowned.   

(i)  He had to be exalted to the heights for humbling Himself to the depths.   
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(ii)  And He had to be given absolute sovereignty to ensure that He would be 

able to bring all His people to heaven.   

(iii)  Jesus has authority both to grant you eternal life and to bring you to 

heaven.   

(iv)  Make sure that you are trusting Him this morning, because He is the 

only One who can do these things.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  As we continue to look at this transition from the time of fulfillment to the time 

of application, we’ll see there was more that needed to be done.   

a.  One thing in particular:  there was a wall that needed to come down.   

(i)  Sometimes when you remodel your house, there are walls that need to be 

removed, as well as built.   

(ii)  As the Lord now remodels His house – as He remodels the world to 

accommodate this phase of His plan – there is a wall that He must remove.   

 

b.  During the time of preparation, the Lord had built a wall to protect His 

people and to keep the nations out.   

c.  Now that the time had come to take Christ’s salvation to the nations, that wall 

needed to be removed.   

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, the wall that separated the Jews and Gentiles.   

b.  And second, why that wall needed to come down.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what was the wall that separated Jew and Gentile?   

1.  It was not the moral law.   

a.  Most Evangelicals who read our passage immediately conclude that God no 

longer wants us to keep the Ten Commandments.   

(i)  Christ abolished the enmity – that which was hostile to us.   

(ii)  Paul tells us that this enmity is the Law of commandments – could this 

be the Ten Commandments that condemn us?   

 

b.  We might be tempted to conclude this, if it was the only passage in the Bible 

that talked about it.   

(i)  But what about the fact that Jesus says the Law will remain as long as 

heaven and earth endure (Matt. 5:18)?   

(ii)  What about the fact that in the New Covenant the Lord puts these laws in 

our minds and writes them on our hearts (Heb. 8:10)?   

(iii)  Can Paul mean that Christ abolished the Ten Commandments?  No.   

 

2.  If Paul wasn’t referring to the Ten Commandments then what was he referring 

to?   

a.  He was referring to the Ceremonial Law.   

(i)  This Law was specifically designed by God to point the Jews to Christ.   
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(ii)  But He also meant it to keep His people separate from the nations.   

(a)  John Gill writes, “The Jews say that Sinai, the mount on which the law 

was given [remembering that God gave both the Moral and Ceremonial 

Law on Sinai], signifies “hatred”; and that it is so called because from 

it descended “hatred” or “enmity” to the nations of the world” (Gill, 

Ephesians).   

(b)  When the Lord told His people to stay away from the peoples of the 

land because of their evil influence, it changed the way they looked at 

them:  they despised them for their wicked lives.   

 

(iii)  Circumcision was just one of these laws.   

(a)  It kept them separate from other people, at least for a while.   

(b)  When Shechem wanted to marry Jacob’s daughter, Dinah, Jacob’s 

sons told him, “We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one who is 

uncircumcised, for that would be a disgrace to us.  Only on this 

condition will we consent to you:  if you will become like us, in that 

every male of you be circumcised, then we will give our daughters to 

you, and we will take your daughters for ourselves, and we will live 

with you and become one people” (Gen. 34:14-16).   

(c)  What they said was only half true.   

(1)  It would have been a disgrace for them to give their sister to one 

who was uncircumcised.   

(2)  But for them to be circumcised wasn’t enough:  they only said this 

to make it easier to kill Shechem and his men.   

 

b.  The Jews called the Ceremonial Law a wall.   

(i)  It was represented in the Temple by the wall that separated the court of 

Israel from the court of the Gentiles (Gill, Ephesians).   

(ii)  Unless a Gentile was circumcised and became a full Jew, he could not 

enter into the court of Israel and become a part of God’s kingdom.   

 

B.  But now that we’ve entered the third period of the application of Christ’s work, it 

was time for the wall to come down.  Why?   

1.  First, it had to come down because Christ fulfilled it.   

a.  While it stood, it taught the Jews that they were sinners in need of a 

Savior/the Messiah.   

b.  But it was no longer needed once Jesus completed His work.   

a.  We no longer need earthly priests, because we have a priest in heaven.   

b.  We no longer need animal sacrifices, because we have the better sacrifice 

of Christ.   

c.  And we no longer needed the Ceremonial Law to teach us that we need 

Christ.   

(i)  The Moral Law shows us our sin and our need for a Savior.   

(ii)  And the Gospel shows us how we can be reconciled to God in Christ.   

(iii)  Christ has fulfilled it; it’s no longer necessary.   
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2.  But second, He tore it down because it was no longer practical.   

a.  It’s clear that He was now intending to bring the Gentiles in.   

(i)  Jesus told His disciples in the Great Commission:  “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all the nations (Matt. 28:19).   

(ii)  He told His disciples just before His ascension:  “You will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest 

part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).   

 

b.  Since He was bringing the Gentiles in, a new form of worship was also 

necessary.   

(i)  The Ceremonial Law was actually tailored for the land of Palestine.   

(a)  He instituted a Temple that was central in Israel.   

(b)  A place where they would bring their sacrifices.   

(c)  A place where all the men would come three times a year to appear 

before the Lord.   

(d)  A priesthood that was limited to one family in Israel.   

 

(ii)  This worship wouldn’t have worked very well for a world religion.   

(a)  It was difficult enough for the Jews in Palestine; even more difficult 

when they were scattered throughout the Roman Empire.   

(b)  But how would it work for the whole world?   

(c)  Central worship wouldn’t be very practical.   

 

(iii)  And so when it was time to bring in the nations, it was also time to break 

down the wall that kept them out.   

(a)  This He did through the work of our Lord.   

(b)  This He did literally in 70 AD when He destroyed the Temple.   

(c)  Having removed this worship – this wall – He has now instituted a 

more spiritual worship that better fits a world religion.   

(d)  This is what Jesus told the woman of Samaria was coming, “Jesus said 

to her, ‘Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. . . .   But an 

hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His 

worshipers.  God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 

spirit and truth’” (John 4:21, 23-24).   

(e)  This is what the Lord instituted as He prepared to apply His 

redemption to the nations.   

 

III.  Application.   

A.  Think about how this affects us.   

1.  It’s true that in Christ, we are true Jews; but outside of Christ, we were Gentiles.   

a.  Paul is talking about us in this passage.   

b.  We were far off from God, separate from Christ, strangers to the covenants of 

promise, excluded from the kingdom, and without hope.   
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c.  We were doomed to suffer in hell forever.   

 

2.  But the Lord has broken that wall down in Christ so that we could be saved.   

a.  He reconciled us to God through His blood.   

b.  We have the blessings of the covenant through faith in His name.   

c.  We don’t belong to a world that will be destroyed, but we are part of a 

heavenly kingdom.   

d.  We have hope, the hope of eternal life, the hope of heaven.   

e.  At least we do, if we’re trusting in Christ.   

f.  If you don’t have this hope, turn from your sins and trust the Lord to give it to 

you this morning.   

 

B.  Christ broke that wall down for us, to give us a new hope; so what should we give 

Him in return?   

1.  We should give Him all the love our hearts have to give.   

2.  We should give Him the worship He wants in the power of His Spirit.   

3.  And we should give Him every gift and resource He has placed at our disposal 

to build His kingdom.   

 

C.  Let’s not forget:   

1.  The work of building the kingdom isn’t done.   

a.  Christ didn’t break that wall down just for us:  there are many more who need 

to hear and enter.   

b.  We need to reach them:   

(i)  Through a verbal communication of the Gospel.   

(ii)  And through a living communication of the Gospel:  we need to show the 

work of the Law written on our hearts in acts of love to one another and to 

the lost.   

 

2.  Our part in this work isn’t done.   

a.  It won’t be done until the Lord takes us out of the world.   

b.  And so while we’re still here, let’s continue to grow in grace/love and good 

works for His glory.  Amen.   
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