
 

“The Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ” 
(Matthew 1:18-25) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week Matthew showed us the family tree of the One whose story he is 
about to tell.  Remember, the Jews knew very well that the Messiah to come would be in 
the line of Abraham, and more specifically, a Son of David.  They remembered the 
promise God made to Abraham that through his seed, all the nations of the earth would 
be blessed.  They remembered that God had promised to David that He would set his Son 
upon his throne, and that his throne, through that Son, would be established forever.  And 
Matthew, writing to the Jews, shows them plainly that Jesus is the One in whom these 
promises are fulfilled.  Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 1:20, “For as many as may be the 
promises of God, in Him they are yes; wherefore also by Him is our Amen to the glory of 
God . . .”   
  In our passage this week, Matthew now goes on to show us that Jesus is the 
fulfillment of another Old Testament promise, which was given years ago to Ahaz, the 
king of Judah.  At that time, Ahaz was terrified.  Rezin, the king of Aram, and Pekah, the 
son of Remaliah, king of Israel, had come up to Jerusalem to make war against it.  And so 
the Lord sent the prophet Isaiah out to meet him and to say to him, “‘Take care, and be 
calm, have no fear and do not be fainthearted because of these two stubs of smoldering 
firebrands, on account of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram, and the son of Remaliah.  
Because Aram, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has planned evil against you, 
saying, ‘Let us go up against Judah and terrorize it, and make for ourselves a breach in its 
walls, and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,’ thus says the Lord God, ‘It 
shall not stand nor shall it come to pass’” (Isaiah 7:1-7).  But Ahaz, even though he had 
heard the word of the Lord, still did not believe.  So “the Lord spoke again to Ahaz 
saying, “‘Ask a sign for yourself from the Lord your God; make it as deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven.’  But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!’”  Then Isaiah 
said, “Listen now, O house of David!  Is it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of 
my God as well?  Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:  Behold a virgin will 
be with child, and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.  He will eat curds 
and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and choose good.  For before the 
boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good, the land whose two kings you 
dread will be forsaken” (vv. 10-16).  The Lord was telling King Ahaz that within the time 
it would take for this child to be conceived, born and then grow to the point where he 
would know the difference between good and evil, that the two kings he feared would no 
longer be a threat to him.  But, as Matthew shows us this morning, there was another 
purpose for this prophecy:  it was to reveal something more about the coming Messiah, 
the Son of David.  And what it was meant to show us was that,  
 
  Jesus Christ was to be born of a virgin.   
 
I.  Now certainly to be born of a virgin is a very unique thing, it has happened only 

once in history.  Matthew is telling us that this is one of the divine credentials of 
the Messiah.  This is one of the ways by which we might know that it is He.   



2 

 

A.  Now I said that this is unique.  It is the only time that it has ever happened in the 
history of the world.   
1.  But what about the fulfillment of the prophecy in the time of Ahaz and Isaiah?  

After all, God gave it to Ahaz as a sign.  Therefore, it must have somehow been 
fulfilled in his days, as well.   

2.  There was undoubtedly a virgin who conceived and gave birth to a son.  It 
appears from the text that Ahaz already knew who she was, because she is called 
literally “the virgin,” meaning a specific one.  And this would make sense, for if 
this was to be a sign for Ahaz, he surely must have been able to see it happen.  
Perhaps she was even the wife of Ahaz, who, at the time of this prophecy, was 
still a virgin.  If that was the case, then this child was another type, or picture of 
Christ.  He was the first born of a virgin and a son of David, for Ahaz was also a 
son of David.   

3.  Obviously, this woman was no longer a virgin, once she had conceived.  But the 
point to Ahaz was that in the time that was needed for this to take place, which 
would be about 4 years, he would no longer have any need to fear, for the threat 
of the two kings would have been removed.   

 
B.  But the point for us here this morning is that this prophecy was pointing to the 

supernatural conception of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
1.  Matthew tells us that this is in fact the case.  He writes in verses 22-23, “Now all 

this took place that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be 
fulfilled, ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they 
shall call His name Immanuel,’ which translated means, ‘God with us.’”   

2.  As I said last week, the whole Bible is a history of the work of God in 
redemption.  Every part of this history has to do with Christ in one way or 
another.  This child, who was born at the time of Ahaz, was actually a picture to 
us of the coming virgin birth of the Messiah.   

3.  But how does the birth of Christ differ from the one at the time of Ahaz?  The 
answer is that Jesus was literally born of a virgin.   
a.  We are told in verses 18-20, that Mary was betrothed to Joseph.  This is the 

same as being engaged to him.   
b.  This period of betrothal before the wedding usually lasted about one year, but 

could be longer.   
c.  Once a man and woman were engaged, they were considered to be legally 

man and wife.   
d.  But until the wedding, the man and woman could not cohabit.  The 

consummation would await the time following the ceremony and celebration.   
e.  It was during this time that Mary was confronted with the angel, who told her 

that she would conceive in her womb while still a virgin.   
f.  And it was also during this time that Joseph had found that Mary was also 

with child.  And since from the beginning of the history of the world, up until 
that time, there was only one way in which that could have happened, he, 
being a righteous man, desired to put her away secretly, not publicly, so that 
he would not expose her to public ridicule.  Joseph wanted to divorce Mary.  
As I said, the engagement constituted marriage, and infidelity constituted 
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adultery in that engagement period.  And so Joseph wanted to do the proper 
thing:  to be free from his obligation to her.   

g.  But as he thought about this, “An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit’” (v. 20).   

h.  Now, as Matthew has already told us, Joseph was a righteous man, and he 
had it in his heart to do the Lord’s will.  And even though he may not have 
fully understood how these things could be, he obeyed.  “And Joseph arose 
from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took 
her as his wife, and kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he 
called His name Jesus” (vv. 24-25).  Mary was a virgin at the conception of 
our Lord, and she was a virgin when she gave birth.   

i.  Now I would just like to add a note here regarding the married life of Joseph 
and Mary.  There are those who teach the perpetual virginity of Mary, such as 
the Roman church and, what may be surprising to some of you, many even of 
the Reformers.  They believe that Scripture nowhere indicates that Joseph 
and Mary had a normal relationship after the birth of the Messiah.  But I 
think that this view probably was born out of the strong influence that view 
held in the church of that day, along with the elevated view of the monastic 
life.  We mustn’t forget that the way in which we are raised will produce a 
strong bias in the way that we will view things throughout the rest of our 
lives.  If you are raised to think that it is always evil to drink wine, you will 
probably not drink it later in life, if you love and respect your parents.  In the 
same way, the things they have taught you about the Christian faith will also 
strongly influence you.  Parents, this is just a note to remind you how 
important it is to raise your children in the truth.  It is not impossible to 
change those views, if you are open to correction from Scripture.  But it is 
much more difficult.   

j.  Now certainly it was important for Mary to remain a virgin until the baby was 
born.  If she hadn’t, then this event could not have fulfilled the prophecy.  
And, as we will see in a moment, it was absolutely essential for Jesus to be 
born of a virgin, if He was to be qualified to be our Savior.  But I believe 
there is strong evidence from the Scripture that Mary did not forever remain a 
virgin.   
(i)  Notice that Matthew says in verse 18 that there was a time before they 

came together, which implies at least that they later did come together.  
This is another way of saying that they had marital relations, after Christ 
was born.   

(ii)  Matthew also says that Joseph kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a 
Son, which implies that he didn’t after that (v. 25).   

(iii)  Matthew also tells us later that when Jesus came back to His home town, 
and His teaching and miracles caused the people to become astonished, 
they began to ask, “Is not this the carpenter’s son?  Is not His mother 
called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?  
And His sisters, are they not all with us?” (13:55-56).   

(iv)  Devout Roman Catholics claim that these brothers and sisters who are 
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mentioned here refer to the cousins of Jesus.  But the word here in the 
Greek for brothers does not mean cousins.  And there is another word in 
the Greek which does, if this is what Matthew was meaning to say.   

(v)  But the last evidence is that there is a command in Scripture which 
requires a man and a woman not to deprive each other of this right.  Paul 
writes, “Let the husband fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the 
wife to her husband.  The wife does not have authority over her own body, 
but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have 
authority over his own body, but the wife does.  Stop depriving one 
another, except by agreement for a time that you may devote yourselves to 
prayer, and come together again lest Satan tempt you because of your lack 
of self-control” (1 Cor. 7:3-5).  Paul says that they may do so by 
agreement, but only for a time, for the purpose of prayer, and the KJV 
adds “and fasting.”  Satan will tempt, and so the husband and wife must 
not allow him any foothold.  However, while you are praying, or fasting, 
there is usually little chance that you will he will gain this foothold, if your 
heart is really set on seeking the Lord.   

 
II.  But let us move on to the second point, which is the main reason why Jesus had 

to be born in this way.  He was born of a virgin, not only that He might fulfill the 
prophecy, but that He might save His people from their sins.   
A.  Notice first that this is the reason the angel gives for His coming into the world.   

1.  He says in verse 21, “And she shall bear a Son; and you shall call His name 
Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.”   

2.  As I said in a previous sermon, the very name of our Savior indicates His 
purpose for coming into the world.   
a.  Jesus is the Greek word for the Hebrew name “Joshua.”  Joshua is the 

shortened form of the name Jehovah-Shua, which means the Lord is 
salvation.   

b.  In His very name, we see the purpose of His coming.   
 

3.  But the angel states it even more plainly.  “He . . . will save His people from 
their sins.”   
a.  He will save His people.  Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  But why 

do they need to be saved?  It is because of their sins, which would have 
condemned them to hell in the last day, if they were not removed.  The Bible 
says that all men have been born sinners.  Each of us here were conceived in 
sin and, besides this, have committed almost innumerable sins against a holy 
God.  Every one of those sins will speak out against us on the day of 
judgment, if they are not removed.   

b.  But Jesus has come to save.  He has come to remove the stains of our sin by 
the pouring out of His own precious blood.  And through Jesus Christ, 
through faith in His name, if you have come to Him and embraced Him with 
all your heart, all of your sins have been removed.  They have been blotted 
out of the book of remembrance which God has in heaven.  Not even one of 
them will be remembered in judgment against you.  You are forever set free.  
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This is the good news of the Gospel.  This is your reason for rejoicing as a 
Christian here this morning.   

c.  But for those of you who have not trusted Christ, this is also what is offered 
to you this morning.  If you come to Christ and trust in Him to save you, you 
will not be disappointed.  He will wash you.  He will cleanse you from all of 
your sins and set you free from the sentence of hell.  But you must believe on 
Him, and turn from all of your sins.   

d.  Is this offer for all men?  Yes it is.  But will all men respond to it?  No, they 
won’t.  Who or what then makes the difference?  It is God, and His sovereign 
plan.   
(i)  Notice who it is that Jesus came to save:  He came to save His people.  

The Bible tells us that the Father has chosen an elect group of people to 
give to His Son as a reward for His work of redeeming them.  And it is 
these that He actually does save.   

(ii)  But how can we know whether or not we are chosen?  We cannot go up 
into heaven and look in His book of Life, can we?  No, we cannot.  We 
cannot go to a prophet who has a direct connection with heaven and ask 
him whether or not we are chosen, can we?  No, we cannot do that either.   

(iii)  There is only one way in which we can know whether or not Jesus died 
for us, and that is whether or not we are trusting in Him to save us.  If we 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, with a faith that produces more than only 
words, but also the works of righteousness, then we can know that we are 
His.  If we can say that we are not only trusting in Him to save us, but also 
that we love Him and show that we do through keeping His testimonies 
and commandments, then we can know that our names have been written 
in the Book of Life from before the foundation of the world.   

 
e.  There is no greater knowledge in the world than to know that our sins are 

forgiven in Christ.  If you have not come to Christ, I would invite you to do 
so this morning, that you might know of His mercy and love towards sinners.   

f.  But if you should turn away from Him, I warn you:  There is salvation in no 
one else.  There is no hope of escaping future judgment except through Him.  
Come to Him and humble yourself and ask Him to change your evil heart and 
to give you a heart that loves Him.  He is your only hope.   

 
B.  But there is one last thing we must look at.  We still have not seen why it is that 

Jesus had to be born of a virgin in order to save us.  Why was it necessary?  Why is 
this supernatural conception of Christ indispensable to a sound Christian faith?   
1.  The Bible says that all men born in the line of Adam are under the curse of the 

broken covenant of works.  “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:23).   

2.  The Bible says that when Adam sinned in the garden, we all sinned in him and 
we all died in him, “Through one transgression there resulted condemnation to 
all men” (Rom. 5:18).   

3.  And the Bible says that from that time on, everyone who was born into the 
world in the usual way was conceived and born in that sin, “Behold, I was 
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brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5).   
4.  Christ, if He had been born into the world in the usual way, as a son of Adam, 

could not have escaped the curse of this broken covenant.  But since His 
conception was brought about by the Holy Spirit, and He did not have a human 
father, He is not reckoned by God in the line of Adam.  The Holy Spirit, who is 
the author of holiness, sanctified Jesus wholly in the virgin’s womb, He kept 
Him free from any stain that might otherwise have been His, by being born into 
the human race, so that He might be born the spotless Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world.   

5.  The Virgin Birth is very important, for without it, we do not have a Lamb 
without blemish, who can offer Himself for us to take away our sins.   

6.  But people of God, He is the Lamb without spot or wrinkle, and He has been 
offered for our sins.  It has been the Father’s good pleasure to provide Christ for 
us that we might inherit His kingdom and be with Him forever.  Let us therefore 
rejoice in this gift from God for our salvation.  Let our hearts be renewed in love 
for Jesus and for the Father.  Let us receive from Him the Holy Spirit and pray 
with ever increasing intensity that He would be poured into our hearts from 
above.  And in the strength of His holy influence, let us offer to God an 
acceptable sacrifice of praise, through a life devoted to His service and glory.  
May God graciously grant that we may.  Amen.   


