
“The Vindication of the Righteous” 
(James 5:7-11) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, James warned the wicked of the Day of Judgment.   
a.  He warned them of their sins.   

(i)  They were coveting and holding onto their wealth to the point that it was rotting 
and rusting, rather than being useful (v. 3).   

(ii)  They were not paying their workers their wages (v. 4).   
(iii)  Their workers were crying out to God because of their injustice (v. 4).   
(iv)  They were wasting their wealth on their own pleasure, rather than using it for 

God’s glory (v. 5).   
(v)  And they were dragging the righteous to court, seeking for their condemnation – 

perhaps because they challenged them, or because they were Christians – and 
were having them put to death (v. 6).   

 
b.  And he warned them of judgment.   

(i)  They thought the money would bring them greater happiness, but it would only 
bring them greater judgment.   

(ii)  One day they would wish they had never had it – not because it’s wrong to have 
money, but because of the way they gained it and used it.   

(iii)  All their riches, as it were, would be set on fire and consume their flesh – in 
A.D. 70, when the Roman troops would lay siege to Jerusalem, and in hell, where 
their riches would only increase their judgment.   

 
2.  Instead of being happy about their situation, they should howl and weep.   

a.  Unbelievers often pat themselves on the back for their sin – successfully stealing 
something, taking someone else’s promotion, ruining their reputation, getting 
revenge, hating and killing Christians – thinking that somehow they are making their 
situation better.   

b.  But if they really understood what their sins are going to cost them, they should fear 
for their lives and run to Christ.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Now that James has addressed sinners, he now addresses the saints.   
a.  Unbelievers came into the assembly in James’ day.   
b.  The same is true of today.   

(i)  There needs to be a message to both:  warning to sinners; comfort to saints.   
(ii)  James now brings comfort to the saints.   

 
2.  James reminds us this evening that it is often the righteous man who suffers by the sins 

of the wicked.   
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a.  The wicked are prospering now, and their prosperity often means persecution for the 
Christian.   

b.  But a day is coming when Christ will return, deal out judgment to our enemies and 
bring us comfort and blessing.   

 
3.  Tonight, I want us to see three things:   

a.  What the Christian is to do under suffering.   
b.  How long they were to endure suffering.   
c.  How their suffering would be repaid when the Lord returns.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A. What are the righteous to do under suffering?   
1.  First, we are to be patient:  “Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the 

Lord.  The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until 
it gets the early and late rains.  You too be patient” (vv. 7-8).   
a.  Patience means to suffer long, without murmuring, bearing injuries without revenge.   

(i)  We will have to endure many things.   
(ii)  But we can’t let them harden our hearts.   
(iii)  We especially can’t let it reach the point of anger and bitterness.   
(iv)  Especially when we realize that what we’re going through is precisely what the 

Lord has planned.   
 
b.  We need to submit to God’s will, His wisdom, and realize that these situations are 

preparing us for future glory.   
(i)  They are all designed by God to that end.   
(ii)  But we must be patient through them; we must endure to the end.   
(iii)  If the farmer grows impatient waiting for his crops after they germinate with the 

early rains in October or November, and leaves before the later rains in April or 
May mature the grain, they lose the harvest.   

(iv)  So will we, unless we wait patiently for the Lord’s coming.   
(v)  God will bring judgment on the wicked; we need to wait on His timing.   
(vi)  “When we have done our work, we have need of patience to stay for our reward.  

This Christian patience is not a mere yielding to necessity, as the moral patience 
taught by some philosophers was, but it is a humble acquiescence in the wisdom 
and will of God, with an eye to a future glorious recompense:  Be patient to the 
coming of the Lord.  And because this is a lesson Christians must learn, though 
ever so hard or difficult to them, it is repeated in #v. 8, Be you also patient” 
(Matthew Henry).   

 
2.  Second, we are to strengthen and encourage our hearts through the nearness of Christ’s 

coming:  “Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near” (v. 8).   
a.  In James’ day, the coming of the Lord in judgment in A.D. 70 is probably meant.   

(i)  At that time, God brought His judgment on the Jews who rejected Him.   
(ii)  Even the rich suffered inside the walls as it was laid siege by the Romans.   
(iii)  At the same time, this brought relief from persecution for the Christians.   
(iv)  Those who listened to Christ (Luke 21:20-22) and believed His Word were 
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ready.  They fled to the mountains to escape that judgment and were saved.   
(v)  Since James wrote his letter around 62-63 A.D., that coming was near, and they 

were to encourage themselves that the end was in sight.   
(vi)  They simply needed to hold on.   

 
b.  That day is past for us, but the Second Coming is still future.   

(i)  Until that time, there will be unbelievers who persecute the church, who will 
persecute us.   

(ii)  But there is another day that is near to each one of us.   
(a)  Perhaps not His Second Coming for judgment.   
(b)  But His coming for us in death.   
(c)  Remember, life is but a vapor.   

 
3.  Third, we are to strengthen and encourage our hearts through the examples we have in 

Scripture:  “As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord.  We count those blessed who endured.  You have heard 
of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord 
is full of compassion and is merciful” (vv. 10-11).   
a.  The prophets are an example to us.   

(i)  They often had to bring messages of God’s judgment – for His people’s 
unfaithfulness – and the people didn’t often receive them well.   

(ii)  As a result, they were often persecuted.   
(a)  In the parable of the vineyard, they are represented as the servants the owner 

of the vineyard send to receive the produce, who were beaten, stoned and 
killed (Matt. 21:34-36).   

(b)  It was because of Israel’s sin of killing the prophets that A.D. 70 was coming 
upon them (23:34-39).   

 
(iii)  James holds them up as an example of patience under suffering.   
(iv)  And our Lord held them up to us as an example of what we will receive by way 

of blessing if we endure the same things they did, “Blessed are you when people 
insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because 
of Me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matt. 5:11-12).   
(a)  We count those blessed who endured:  they are the heroes of the faith.   
(b)  If we endure, we will be blessed with them.   

 
b.  Job is another example.   

(i)  Job, suffered the loss of his children, his wealth, his wife’s respect, and his 
friends.   

(ii)  But he patiently endured it, and God had compassion and graciously rewarded 
him, restoring to him his fortunes.   

(iii)  If we endure, we also will be blessed.   
 

4.  Fourth, we are not to grumble against one another:  “Do not complain, brethren, against 
one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged” (v. 9).   
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a.  Stress can produce an angry and accusatory heart.   
(i)  It can even make Christians fight among themselves.   
(ii)  Especially those closest to us.   
 

b.  But we are not to complain against one another, that we do not come under 
judgment.   
(i)  Remember, we are commanded to love and forgive – not meaning that we don’t 

admonish, reprove or rebuke one another, but that we desire to be reconciled.   
(ii)  If we choose to ignore what the Lord says, we become judges of His Law.   
(iii)  And if judges, we ourselves will be judged.  “Judgment will be merciless to the 

one who shows no mercy.” But, “mercy triumphs over justice” (James 2:13).   
(iv)  Henry writes, “Those who are in the midst of common enemies, and in any 

suffering circumstances, should be more especially careful not to grieve nor to 
groan against one another, otherwise judgments will come upon them as well as 
others; and the more such grudgings prevail the nearer do they show judgment to 
be.”   

 
B.  How long were they to endure suffering?   

1.  Until the Lord returned:  A.D. 70.   
a.  His coming was near.   
b.  The Judge was at the door.   
 

2.  For those who lived beyond that time, then to the end of their lives.   
3.  And for us, to the end of our lives, or to the Lord’s Second Coming, whichever comes 

first.   
a.  We must endure to the end, submitting to God’s wise Providence.   
b.  If the farmer can wait for his crops to grow, surely we can wait for the crown of 

glory the Lord has for us.   
 

C.  Finally, what will happen when the Lord returns?   
1.  He will Judge the wicked (the Judge is at the door [v.9]).   

a.  Let’s make sure that we are not among them by judging and condemning one 
another.   

b.  God will destroy our enemies:  for our part, we should be patient and pray for them.   
 
2.  He will vindicate the oppressed:   

a.  Consider the outcome of the prophets, the outcome of the Lord’s dealings with Job, 
He is full of compassion and mercy.   

b.  If we see and consider them blessed, we will go in the same path to receive that 
blessing:  patience under suffering, waiting for the Lord.   

c.  “The best way to bear afflictions is to look to the end of them; and the pity of God is 
such that he will not delay the bringing of them to an end when his purposes are once 
answered; and the tender mercy of God is such that he will make his people an 
abundant amends for all their sufferings and afflictions. His bowels are moved for 
them while suffering, his bounty is manifested afterwards. Let us serve our God, and 
endure our trials, as those who believe the end will crown all” (Henry).  Amen.   


