
“The Upright Will Behold His Face” 
(Psalm 11) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  What of all the Lord has promised do you look forward to/value the most?   
a.  Escape from hell?   
b.  Victory over sin?   
c.  Provision for your needs?   
d.  Heaven – the quality of life there?   
e.  Eternal life – endless existence in love and safety?   
 

2.  What should be the greatest blessing?   
a.  To see Him:  the beatific/blessed/blissful vision.   
b.  To those who love Him most, this is the greatest blessing.   
c.  Spurgeon writes, “It is one of the most natural desires in all the world, that when we 

hear of a great and a good man, we should wish to see his person.  When we read the 
works of any eminent author, we are accustomed to turn to the frontispiece to look 
for his portrait.  When we hear of any wondrous deed of daring, we will crowd our 
windows to see the warrior ride through the streets.  When we know of any man who 
is holy, and who is eminently devoted to his work, we will not mind tarrying 
anywhere, if we may but have a glimpse of him whom God has so highly blessed.  
This feeling becomes doubly powerful when we have any connection with the man; 
when we feel, not only that he is good to us; not only that he is benevolent, but that 
he has been a benefactor to us as individuals.  Then the wish to see him rises to a 
craving desire, and the desire is insatiable until it can satisfy itself in seeing that 
unknown, and hitherto unseen donor, who has done such wondrously good deeds for 
us.  I am sure, my brethren, you will all confess that this strong desire has arisen in 
your minds concerning the Lord Jesus Christ.  We owe to none so much; we talk of 
none so much, we hope, and we think of none so much: at any rate, no one so 
constantly thinks of us.  We have I believe, all of us who love his name, a most 
insatiable wish to behold his person.  The thing for which I would pray above all 
others, would be for ever to behold his face, for ever to lay my head upon his breast, 
for ever to know that I am his, for ever to dwell with him.  Ay, one short glimpse, 
one transitory vision of his glory, one brief glance at his marred, but now exalted and 
beaming countenance, would repay almost a world of trouble” (Spurgeon, “The 
Beatific Vision”).   

d.  This is a good time to ask ourselves whether this is our desire.   
(i)  Every Christian desires this.   
(ii)  Perhaps we don’t as strongly as we’d like; certainly not as we should.   
(iii)  But this is our desire, our goal in life, our glory in death.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But how do we reach that goal?   
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a.  David tells us:  Only in the path of righteousness.   
b.  “The upright will behold His face” (v. 7).   
 

2.  Why?   
a.  “For the Lord is righteous; He loves righteousness” (v. 7).   
b.  Only the righteous will dwell with Him.   
c.  If we would live forever with Him, we must be righteous; we must follow Him.   
d.  Jesus said, “He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will 

keep it to life eternal.  If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, 
there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him” (John 
12:25-26).   

 
3.  David emphasizes this again for us this morning in OT terms.   

a.  First, he shows us what the upright are like:  they make the Lord and Him alone their 
trust.   

b.  Second, he shows us the blessing the Lord gives to those who do:  “The upright will 
behold His face” (v. 7).   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the upright make God their trust/refuge.   
1.  They look to Him as their guardian/champion.  David says, “In the Lord I take refuge” 

(v. 1).   
a.  He is their trust, protection, confidence, hope.   
b.  From all temporal and spiritual evil.   
c.  For all temporal and spiritual good.   

 
2.  They will not place their hope in anything else.  “How can you say to my soul, ‘Flee as 

a bird to your mountain.’  For, behold, the wicked bend the bow, they make ready their 
arrow upon the string to shoot in darkness at the upright in heart.  If the foundations are 
destroyed, what can the righteous do” (vv. 1-3).   
a.  Some believe this is his enemies taunting him:   

(i)  You say you trust in God, do so.   
(ii)  Flee to Him as your mountain.  See if He can deliver you.   
(iii)  But David argues, “If the foundations of our hope in God are destroyed, what 

can the righteous do?”   
(iv)  If He is not the foundation of our security, then what can be?  Nothing!   
(v)  But David here appears to distinguish the one saying this from his enemies.   

 
b.  This is more likely David’s friends counseling him:   

(i)  Perhaps during the time of Saul’s persecution.   
(ii)  Telling him to run away to a place of refuge.   
(iii)  His anointing being a threat to him, rather than his confidence.   
(iv)  But David says, “How can you say that?  The Lord is my refuge.  I hope in no 

one else.”   
(v)  Again, if you destroy the foundation of my hope in God, what can the righteous 

man do?   
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c.  The righteous trust in no one else.  They realize that apart from Him, there is no 

hope.   
 

3.  The question this psalm asks you this morning is:  are you trusting in the Lord?   
a.  Is He your hope, confidence, refuge, trust?   
b.  Do you hope to see His lovingkindness and mercy in this life?   
c.  Are you confident He will take care of you?   
d.  That He will deliver you from your enemies – especially sin, death, hell?   
e.  Are you trusting in Him?   
f.  Is He your hope of salvation, through Jesus Christ?   
g.  If He is, then you are righteous, because of Christ’s righteousness.   
h.  This is important because of what follows.   

 
B.  Second, God blesses the righteous, especially with His blessed presence.   

1.  He blesses them in this life with deliverance from their enemies.   
a.  The Lord is sovereign/in control/on the throne.   

(i)  “The Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven” (v. 4).   
(ii)  He is still in control of the situation.   

 
b.  He sees and examines all men:   

(i)  “His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.  The Lord tests the righteous 
and the wicked” (vv. 4-5).   

(ii)  Of course, He knows; He doesn’t have to see to know.   
 

c.  He rejects those who love violence/evil:   
(i)  “And the one who loves violence His soul hates” (v. 5).   
(ii)  Again, a reference to His disposition towards the wicked.   

 
d.  And He judges them:  “Upon the wicked He will rain snares; fire and brimstone and 

burning wind will be the portion of their cup” (v. 6).   
(i)  He will judge them in this life:  they will be destroyed.   
(ii)  He will judge them in the life to come:  cast them into hell forever.   

 
e.  This is to say that as King He judges and destroys His enemies.   

(i)  No one of them will stand before Him.   
(ii)  This means all our enemies will be destroyed:  His enemies are our enemies.   

 
2.  He also blesses the righteous by allowing them to see His face of blessing:  “The 

upright will behold His face” (v. 7).   
a.  On earth.   

(i)  In deliverance from enemies.   
(ii)  In worship – the OT sacrificial system, benediction, NT worship.   
(iii)  In the face of His Son revealed in Scripture, revealed in His people.   
(iv)  In Communion.   
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b.  But also in heaven.   
(i)  The beatific vision.   
(ii)  What is this vision?   

(a)  It is a spiritual sight or understanding of God.   
(b)  But it is one we apprehend mainly through His Son Jesus Christ.   
(c)  Edwards explains it in this way:  “The saints in heaven shall see God. . . . This 

is that which is called by divines, ‘the beatific vision,’ because this is that in 
which the blessedness of the saints in glory does chiefly consist.  This is the 
fountain, the infinite fountain of their blessedness.  The sight of Christ, which 
has already been spoken of, is not here to be excluded, for he is a divine 
person; the sight of him in his divine nature therefore belongs to the beatifical 
vision.  This vision of God is the chief bliss of heaven, and therefore I would 
speak of it a little particularly. And, 1. As to the faculty that is the subject of 
this vision.  It is no sight of any thing with the bodily eyes; but it is an 
intellectual view.  The beatific vision of God is not a sight with the eyes of the 
body, but with the eyes of the soul.  There is no such thing as seeing God 
properly with the bodily eyes, because he is a spirit:  one of his attributes is, 
that he is invisible. . . .  This highest blessedness of the soul does not enter in at 
the door of the bodily senses:  this would be to make the blessedness of the 
soul dependent on the body, or the happiness of man’s superior part to be 
dependent on the inferior.  The beatific vision of God is not any sight with the 
bodily eyes, because the separate souls of the saints, and the angels which are 
mere spirits, and never were united to body, have this vision. . . .  It is not in 
beholding any form or visible representation, or shape, or colour, or shining 
light, in which the highest happiness of the soul consists; but it is in seeing 
God, who is a spirit, spiritually, with the eyes of the soul.  We have no reason 
to think that there is any such thing as God’s manifesting himself by any 
outward glorious appearance, that is, the symbol of his presence in heaven, any 
otherwise than by the glorified body of Christ.  God was wont [accustomed] in 
the Old Testament, oftentimes to manifest himself by an outward glory, and 
sometimes in an outward shape, or the form of a man.  But when God 
manifested himself thus, it was by Christ; it was the second person of the 
Trinity only that was wont thus to appear to men in an outward glory and 
human shape. . . .  But since Christ has actually assumed a human body, there 
is no need of his assuming any aerial form or shape any more.  The Deity now 
became visible to the bodily eyes in a more perfect manner by his having a real 
body.  The saints that shall see Christ in heaven in his glorified body, much 
more properly see Christ than if they only saw an assumed shape, or some 
outward glorious appearance, as the symbol of his presence; for now, that 
which they see is not only a glorious appearance by which Christ is 
represented, but the real Christ; it is his own body.  The seeing God in the 
glorified body of Christ, is the most perfect way of seeing God with the bodily 
eyes that can be; for in seeing a real body, which one of the persons of the 
Trinity has assumed to be his body, and in which he dwells for ever as his own, 
the divine majesty and excellency appear as much as it is possible for them to 
appear in outward form or shape.  The saints do actually see a divine person 
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with bodily eyes, and in the same manner as we see one another.  But when 
God showed himself under outward appearances and symbols of his presence 
only, that was not so proper a sight of a divine person, and it was a more 
imperfect way of God’s manifesting himself, suitably to the more imperfect 
state of the church under the Old Testament.  But now Christ really subsists in 
a glorified body; those outward symbols and appearances are done away, as 
being needless and imperfect” (“The Nature of the Glory of the Saints”).   

(d)  He goes on to say, “”They shall see every thing in God that tends to excite 
and inflame love, i.e., every thing that is lovely, every thing that tends to exalt 
their esteem and admiration, to warm and endear the heart. . . .  They shall see 
every thing in God that gratifies love. . . .  The effects of this vision. . . . are, 
that the soul shall be inflamed with love, and satisfied with pleasure. . .” 
(Ibid.).   

 
c.  This is the blessing He gives.  Why?   

(i)  “For the Lord is righteous, He loves righteousness” (v. 7).   
(ii)  What makes us want to see Him, makes Him want to reveal Himself to us.   
(iii)  He is righteous; He loves righteousness; therefore He loves the righteous and 

desires to show Himself to them.   
 

d.  So what should we do?   
(i)  If we don’t know Christ – if we’re unrighteous – we must repent and trust in 

Him.   
(ii)  But if we already do know Him, we should strive to be more upright.   
(iii)  Edwards:  “We ought to be continually growing in holiness, and in that respect 

coming nearer and nearer to heaven. — We should be endeavoring to come nearer 
to heaven, in being more heavenly, becoming more and more like the inhabitants 
of heaven in respect of holiness and conformity to God, the knowledge of God 
and Christ, in clear views of the glory of God, the beauty of Christ, and the 
excellency of divine things, as we come nearer to the beatific vision. — We 
should labor to be continually growing in divine love — that this may be an 
increasing flame in our hearts, till they ascend wholly in this flame — in 
obedience and a heavenly conversation, that we may do the will of God on earth 
as the angels do in heaven, in comfort and spiritual joy, [and] in sensible 
communion with God and Jesus Christ.  Our path should be as “the shining light, 
that shines more and more to the perfect day” (Pro. 4:18).  We ought to be 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness: after an increase in righteousness.  
‘As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of the work, that ye may grow 
thereby’ (1 Pet. 2:2).  The perfection of heaven should be our mark.  ‘This one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things that are before, I press toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 3:13, 14)” (“The True Christian’s Life a Journey 
toward Heaven”).   

(iv)  We should also prepare to come to the table – a visible representation of Christ, 
the image of God – that we might see Him there and experience something of this 
blessedness.  Amen.   


