
”The Unlimited Knowledge of God” 
(Psalm 139: 1-61 

Introduction: God never reveals truth about Himself in the abstract. It 
is always relevant, always applied. Here in Psalm 139, the psalmist 
meditates on God in the face of adversity. He begins by meditating on 
God’s intimate acquaintance of his ways. Secondly, on God’s presence 
wherever he may go. Thirdly, on God’s sovereignty in ordaining his days 
from conception to death. And lastly, on God’s justice which will 
vindicate him and deliver him from the hands of evil men. 

The central theme is security: God encircles him with His knowledge, 
God is ever present to sustain him, God’s purpose for him fashioned him 
and ordained all his days, and God’s justice vindicates him from evil 
men. 

Verses 1-6 comprise the first stanza of this Psalm of trust, and what 
I want you to see from this text this evening is, 

God’s knowledge, as with all His other attributes, is 
absolutely without limit. 

I. What It Means that God’s Knowledge is Infinite. 
A. God Knows all Things that Are. 

1. He knows everything comprehensively. 
a. There is not one detail He does not know. 

(il He knows the hairs of our head [Matt. 10:30). 
(iil He knows the past, present, future <Isa. 46:8-lo>. 

(a1 To know the future, He must know every detail 
(bl He knows it, not because He foresaw it, but 

because He foreordained it. 

b. His knowledge is complete and He is fully conscious of it. 
(il Our knowledge is incomplete. 

(iil What we know is never fully clear in our minds. 
(iiil His is perfectly complete and absolutely clear. 

c. He also knows Himself fully. 
(il 

(iil 
Man knows very little about himself. 
We are continually learning more about ourselves. 
(a1 How we react in a given situation. 
(bl How great sinners we really are. 

(iiil But God is fully aware of Himself. 
(ivl He does not learn more about Himself. 
(vl His knowledge of Himself is complete and perfect. 

2. He knows everything immediately. 
a. All that He knows, He knows at once. 

(il There is no succession of thoughts in His mind. 
(a) This is because He dwells outside of time. 
(bl Sequence implies time. 

(iil Everything is present in His mind at the same time 
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(a) We focus on one area at a time. 
(bl 
(cl But His is comprehensive and always present. 

We may forget about other things. 

b. He knows everything intuitively. 
(il All that He knows is not learned from observation. 

(iil If He could learn, His knowledge would not be 
perfect . 

3. He cannot learn anything because He eternally knows everything. 
a. He knew everything before it existed. 
b. Everything that is is an eternal idea in His mind. 
c. Everything is as it is because He so ordained it. 

B. God Also Knows All Things that Are Possible. 
1. He knows the contingent. 

a. David in Keilah <1 Sam. 23:lO-13>. 
b. Chorazin and Bethsaida <Matt. 11:21>. 
b. Paul and the shipwreck <Acts 27:21-32>. 

2. So God knows all things that are and all that might 
occur under any given circumstances. 

3. In short, God’s knowledge is perfect <Job 37: 14-16> 

11. What the Practical Implications Are of that Knowledge. 

A. He Knows all Our Goals and Intents (w. 1-2). 
1. The psalmist begins with a broad statement. 

a. God has searched him. 
b. God has known him. 

(il As we’ve said, God knows everything from eternity 
(iil He doesn’t need to search any further than His 

own thoughts to know him. 
(iiil But there is an exact correspondence between 

what God thinks and what he is like. 
And God possesses this same knowledge of you. (ivl 

2. God knows all that we do (when I sit and when I rise). 
a. These two opposites represent all his actions. 
b. God is aware of every single action that we do. 

3. What’s more, God knows the intent behind the actions 
(You understand my aidintention from afar) 

a. God is thoroughly acquainted with our hearts <Heb. 4:12-13>. 
(il He knows when we do our service out of sincerity. 

Pharisees <Matt. 15: 7-9>. 
(iil Or if we are merely going through the motions like 

b. So we ought always to serve Him ”fervent in spirit.” 
c. To do it with any ulterior motive is hypocrisy. 

4. And He knows these intentions ”from afar. ” 
a. Not distance, for God is everywhere present. 
b. But temporally, ”from long before.” 
c. He knows these things eternally. 
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B. H e  Knows O u r  Da i l y  R o u t i n e  (v. 3) .  (When  I go  out, w h e n  I l i e  d o w n )  
1. These opposites represent the whole day’s activities. 

C 

2. God ”sifts” or ”winnows” our daily routines. 
a. He carefully scrutinizes our days. 
b. He is intimately acquainted with our ways. 
c. He knows our agendas better than we. 

(il He knows if we have ordered our days to His glory. 

He has allotted to us. 
(iil Or if we are foolishly squandering the precious time 

d. Knowing that God knows ought to make us take account. 
(il Sometimes we think since we can’t see God, He can’t 

see us. 
But He sees us and knows us very well. 
So we ought carefully to scrutinize our routines and 
winnow out our wasteful activities. 

(iil 
(iiil 

H e  Knows E v e r y  T h o u g h t  t ha t  W e  T h i n k  (v. 4 ) .  
1. Because there is nothing hidden from His sight, He also 

knows our thoughts. 

2. He knows what we will say before we think it. 
a. Nothing is hidden from the searching eyes of God. 
b. Even our thoughts are open to Him. 

(il The most secret area of our lives. 
(iil 

(ivl And He desires holiness in our mind as well as in 

A place we hope no one will ever see. 
(iiil He knows it fully. 

our actions. 

c. There is no refuge from His scrutiny. 
d. It is better to confess the evil of our minds, than to 

think we can hide it from God. 

D. L a s t l y ,  H i s  K n o w l e d g e  C a n n o t  B e  Comprehended  by O u r  F i n i t e  Minds 
(v. 5-6). 
1. God’s knowledge completely hems us in. 

a. There is nothing we do that He is not aware of. 
b. He holds us, as it were, under strict inspection [Calvin) 

2. It is higher than our finite minds can comprehend. 
a. Such knowledge is too ”wonderful. ” 
b. It is so high that it is out of our reach. 
c. The finite cannot comprehend the infinite. 
d. We cannot know the thoughts of the Almighty. 

Conclusion: 
1. God’s knowledge is unlimited. 
2. He knows all things past, present, and future. 
3 .  He has known us from all eternity and He knows us thoroughly. 

a. He knows our actions. 
b. He knows our heart motives behind our actions. 
c. And He knows the secret thoughts of our minds. 
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4. This is a fearful thing for the unconverted. 
a. Every wicked thought, word, and deed God will bring into 

b. Every offense will make your judgment more terrible. 
c. This should make you flee to Christ for refuge. 

judgment. 

5. But God’s people may take great comfort from this because, 
a. 

b. 

C. 
d. 

e. 
f. 

g. 

h. 

God foreloved you knowing all the wickedness you would 
commit . 
And because He is your Father, He still loves you when you 
sin. 
It is impossible for you to hide any of your sins from Him. 
God sees them infinitely more clearly than you could ever 
know. 
But God bids you to come, confess, and obtain His forgiveness. 
Because He knows you and still loves you, you ought not to 
be afraid of His scrutiny. 
When He searches us, He disciplines us for our good, that we 
might share in His holiness. 
And when we acknowledge and forsake our sins, we can rejoice 
that His forgiveness is as infinite as His knowledge. 


