
“A True Believer Does Not Love the World and Is Hated by It” 
(1 John 3:13)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation:  A quick review.   

1.  John, in his letter, answers one of the most important questions we can ever ask 
ourselves:  Am I saved and on my way to heaven?   
a.  “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 

God, so that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13).   
b.  Since he answers the question, there must be a way to distinguish those who 

are Christ’s from those who aren’t.   
c.  There must be, in other words, a way to have assurance.   
 

2.  Remember the implications of the answer:   
a.  If this question isn’t settled, it can paralyze us.   
b.  But if it is, it can give us great confidence.   
c.  It can also give us direction:   

(i)  The marks of grace is what God is doing in us to make us like Christ.   
(ii)  But they are also exactly what He calls us to be and commands us to do.   
(iii)  Knowing this will help us know how to live.   

 
B.  Review.   

1.  Not surprisingly, as we examine what John has to say about the subject, we find 
he contrasts believers and unbelievers to show us they are polar opposites:   
a.  In their relationship to God:   

(i)  The believer loves and confesses the true/Triune God.   
(ii)  The unbeliever hates Him and denies Him.   
 

b.  In their relationship to the Word:   
(i)  The believer listens to, submits to, lets it abide in, walks in, obeys the 

Word;  and confesses his sins and seeks to purify himself when he fails.   
(ii)  The unbeliever does not listen to, allow it to abide in, walk in, obey or 

confess his failures, but denies them.   
 

c.  In their relationship to the brethren:   
(i)  The believer loves the brethren for what he sees of Christ in him.   
(ii)  The unbeliever hates them for the same reason.   
 

d.  In their relationship to the evil one:   
(i)  The believer overcomes him through the Word and Spirit.   
(ii)  The unbeliever is overcome by him and is eventually destroyed.   

 
e.  Believers are light, unbelievers darkness; they’re as different as they can 

possibly be:   
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(i)  This is why Paul warns us against close association with them:  “Do not 
be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have 
righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  
Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in 
common with an unbeliever?  Or what agreement has the temple of God 
with idols?  For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I 
will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people.  Therefore, come out from their midst and be 
separate,’ says the Lord.  ‘And do not touch what is unclean; and I will 
welcome you.  And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and 
daughters to Me,’ says the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:14-18).   

(ii)  This should give us pause if we ever find ourselves attracted to an 
unbeliever:  whatever we see in them cannot be a godly virtue and 
therefore should never be the basis on which to love someone.   

 
2.  This evening, we’ll consider something else that is true of the believer, 

particularly of his relationship with the world as it is considered in its 
relationship with the evil one:   
a.  Not only should we as believers not find anything spiritually or morally in 

common with the world, it should not find any of that commonality in us 
either.   

b.  Again we’ll see how opposite believers and unbelievers are:   
(i)  A true believer does not love the world and is hated by it.   
(ii)  But the unbeliever loves the world and is loved by it.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, a true believer does not love the world and is hated by it.   
1.  One who is truly converted should not find anything in the world system that is 

truly attractive.   
a.  John is not talking about the created world, but the corruption that is in the 

world, which is why he warns us not to love it.   
(i)  “Do not love the world nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not 
from the Father, but is from the world.  The world is passing away, and 
also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever” (1 John 
2:15-17).   

(ii)  We cannot love the Father – who is pure righteousness – and the world 
system under the dominion of Satan – which is purely evil.   

(iii)  If we honestly have distaste in our hearts for the world – for its moral 
corruption, for the things in it that are dishonoring to God and opposed to 
His will – we are true believers.   

 
b.  Does this mean we won’t have any desire for the world?   

(i)  No.  We will since our hearts are a mixture of grace and sin.   
(a)  On the one hand, we will love what God loves and hate the world.   
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(b)  On the other, we will hate what God loves and love the world.   
 

(ii)  Thankfully, the Spirit – who is that gracious principle in us – will not 
lose the war in our hearts.   

 
2.  Second, a true believer is hated by the world.   

a.  Because this grace will win, we will do what is right, we will practice 
righteousness – we will become like Christ.   

b.  But since the world hated Christ, it will also hate us:  Darkness hates the 
light.   
(i)  John writes, “Do not marvel, brethren, if the world hates you” (3:13).   
(ii)  When Christ’s character begins to develop in a believer, he immediately 

exposes himself to the same ridicule and hatred that Jesus received.   
(iii)  Jesus said to His disciples, “If the world hates you, you know that it has 

hated Me before it hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would 
love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 
the world, therefore the world hates you.  Remember the word that I said 
to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’  If they persecuted Me, 
they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours 
also” (John 15:18-20).   
(a)  Jesus told His disciples before He sent them out to minister, “You will 

be hated by all because of My name” (Matt. 10:22).   
(b)  But don’t forget what Jesus also said, “Blessed are you when men hate 

you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for 
the sake of the Son of Man.  Be glad in that day and leap for joy, for 
behold, your reward is great in heaven.  For in the same way their 
fathers used to treat the prophets” (Luke 6:22-23).   

 
(iv)  I. H. Marshall writes, “The world’s actions are evil, while those of 

believers are righteous, and hence the world acts from envy and anger 
against believers” (1 John, 190).   
(a)  The world will not be envious of our righteousness, since they hate it.   
(b)  There may be some things the unbeliever envies about the believer, 

such as material blessings or the position he might gain through his 
honesty, or a good reputation, but he will never envy the believer’s 
spiritual blessings or the relationship with God that bestows them.   

(c)  His hatred comes from the fact that we reflect the image of God – 
which he hates – because he has done wrong and his conscience 
convicts him for it, and because we have done the right he knows he 
should do.   

(d)  If we are enough like Christ to draw the hatred of the world, this is a 
mark that we are true believers.   

(e)  Paul writes, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 
be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).   
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B.  The unbeliever, on the other hand, loves the world and is loved by it.   
1.  An unbeliever loves the world.   

a.  An unbeliever is one who by definition does not love God.  But John tells us 
that those who don’t love Him love the world, “Do not love the world, nor 
the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him” (2:15).   

b.  There is only good and evil, right and wrong, light and darkness; these are 
opposing principles.   
(i)  A believer has some love of the world with his love for God, because he 

has two principles in his soul.   
(ii)  The unbeliever has only one:  sin.  This means he will only love the 

world and have no distaste for it.   
(iii)  Again Marshall writes, “John’s command is grounded in the fact that 

love for the world and love for the Father are incompatible.  This follows 
clearly from what we have said.  To love the world, in John’s sense, is to 
love what is opposed to God by definition.  ‘Friendship with the world is 
hatred toward God,’ says James (Jas. 4:4)” (143-144).   

(iv)  If we whole-heartedly desire the things of the world, we are not 
believers.   

 
2.  Finally, an unbeliever is loved by the world.   

a.  Jesus said, “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but 
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of 
this the world hates you” (John 15:19).   

b.  They don’t love everyone – as all our wars prove – but they do love those 
who appear to love them:  “If you love those who love you, what credit is 
that to you?  For even sinners love those who love them” (Luke 6:32).   

c.  We should be careful then if we find we are loved by the world.   
(i)  Jesus said, “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for their fathers 

used to treat the false prophets in the same way” (Luke 6:26).   
(ii)  If we are loved and embraced by the people of this world, because they 

see in us someone like themselves, then we are not believers.   
 

d.  And so again we see how opposite believers and unbelievers are.   
(i)  Unbelievers love the world and are loved by it.   
(ii)  But true believers do not love the world and are not loved by it.   
(iii)  What we love and by whom we are loved says a great deal about us.  

Amen.   


