
“The Triune God”
(Deuteronomy 6:4)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Question:  How much do we need to know about God in order to believe in the true God?  

1.  Perhaps you’ve asked yourself that question.  
2.  The answer may have to do with what you know already.  

a.  If you don’t have any idea beyond what you know from Creation, the answer is that you must believe whatever
truth is told you.  The Lord is able to save through the simple message preached.  

b.  If you have a lot of false ideas, then those ideas need to be removed first.  
(i)  The Lord is not going to give His glory to a false god.  
(ii)  If your idea of God is wrong, then you need to know more.  
(iii)  You must believe in the true Christ to be saved, but you cannot have the true Christ if you have a false god.  
(iv)  If this isn’t true, then believing in any god and any Christ would be enough.  

B.  Review:  What then is the true God like?  
1.  Last week, we saw something of what the Bible teaches about God.  

a.  His natural attributes or characteristics:  
(i)  Immensity/omnipresence:  His being is everywhere.  
(ii)  Eternality/timelessness:  time does not affect Him.  
(iii)  Immutability:  He doesn’t change.  
(iv)  Omnipotence:  He is all powerful.  
(v)  Omniscience:  He knows all things, has all wisdom.  
(vi)  Independence:  He doesn’t depend on anything for His existence.  

b.  His moral attributes:  those that make Him attractive to the believer.  
(i)  Holiness:  His perfect love of what is right.  
(ii)  Justice:  His perfect desire for equity.  
(iii)  Goodness:  He is good to all His creatures.  
(iv)  Truth:  there is nothing false and no deception in Him.  
(v)  Love:  the root of all His holiness and goodness.  

c.  This description alone would eliminate most false ideas of God.  
(i)  The Mormon god isn’t infinite in any sense.  He certainly isn’t holy by God’s standards.  He’s a deified

creature.  
(ii)  The Islamic god, Allah, also isn’t holy or good by God’s standards, but corrupt.  
(iii)  The Jehovah’s Witnesses’ god might fit this description, but he will fail in another very important area.  

2.  And that bring us to tonight’s subject:  
a.  There is only one God.  
b.  But this God is three persons.  
c.  Mormons believe in many gods (polytheists).  JW’s believe in one, but one that is only one person.  
d.  Only Christianity holds to the God who is one God, but three persons.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  Tonight, I want to remind you of what you already know very well:  The Bible teaches there is only one God.  

1.  In Sunday School, we saw nature tells us this.  
a.  What we see is infinite – there appears to be no limit.  



b.  Whatever made what we see must also be infinite – there must be a cause great enough to explain the effect we
see.  

c.  And since it is impossible for two limited – or any number of limited causes to make something infinite – the cause
must be infinite and there must only be one.  

d.  This is perhaps difficult to grasp, but it is sound.  

2.  However, we have the more sure word of prophecy to tell us that this is right.  
a.  Our passage this evening tells us this:  it is the great confession of Israel.  

(i)  “Hear, O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!” (Deu. 6:4).  
(ii)  Confessions of faith were much simpler in those days.  
(iii)  But it gives us the fundamental truth of the only true religion:  Monotheism – there is only one true God.  

b.  There are other passages.  The Lord wanted to make this perfectly clear:  
(i)  Deuteronomy 4:33-39  “Has any people heard the voice of God speaking from the midst of the fire, as you

have heard it, and survived?  Or has a god tried to go to take for himself a nation from within another nation
by trials, by signs and wonders and by war and by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm and by great
terrors, as the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?  To you it was shown that you might
know that the Lord, He is God; there is no other besides Him.  Out of the heavens He let you hear His
voice to discipline you; and on earth He let you see His great fire, and you heard His words from the midst of
the fire.  Because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after them.  And He personally
brought you from Egypt by His great power, driving out from before you nations greater and mightier than you,
to bring you in and to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is today.  Know therefore today, and take it to
your heart, that the Lord, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below; there is no other.”  

(ii)  Isaiah 44:6-8  “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:  ‘I am the first and
I am the last, and there is no God besides Me.  And who is like Me?  Let him proclaim and declare it; yes, let
him recount it to Me in order, from the time that I established the ancient nation.  And let them declare to them
the things that are coming and the events that are going to take place.  Do not tremble and do not be afraid;
have I not long since announced it to you and declared it?  And you are My witnesses.  Is there any God
besides Me, or is there any other Rock?  I know of none.’”  

(iii)  Isaiah 45:5-6  “I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides Me there is no God.  I will gird you, though
you have not known Me; that men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun that there is no one
besides Me.  I am the Lord, and there is no other.”  

(iv)  Isaiah 46:9  “Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and
there is no one like Me.”  

c.  This one God is the living and true God.  
(i)  Jeremiah 10:10:  “But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King.  At His wrath the

earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure His indignation.”  
(ii)  He is not a dead totem pole, a rock, a tree, or the figment of someone’s imagination.  
(iii)  He is the living God:  the One who lives forevermore (Is. 57:15).  
(iv)  He is the true God.  
(v)  All the other gods are idols.  

(a)  The psalmist writes, “For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods.
For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens” (Ps. 96:4-5).  

(b)  “The idols of the nations are but silver and gold, the work of man's hands.  They have mouths, but they do
not speak; they have eyes, but they do not see; they have ears, but they do not hear; nor is there any breath
at all in their mouths.  Those who make them will be like them, yes, everyone who trusts in them” (Ps.
135:15-18).  

B.  Secondly, I would remind you of something else you know very well:  this one God is three in person:  Father, Son and
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Holy Spirit.  
1.  Let me give you just one passage for each.  

a.  There usually isn’t any dispute that the Father is God, so I will let the passages I’ve already read stand for Him.  
b.  The clearest passage on the deity of Christ has to be John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was

with God, and the Word was God.”  There’s no doubt who the Word is:  it’s Jesus, “And the Word became
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace
and truth” (v. 14).  

c.  We need to remember that anyone can dispute anything, even the clearest of truths.  
d.  Don’t let the fact that JWs deny that this verse means that Christ is the one and only God make you turn away

from it.  
e.  It says He is God.  There is only one God.  Therefore, He must be that true God.  
f.  He’s not the same person as the Father, but He is the same substance, the same Spirit.  It is that infinite Spirit that

we call God.  
g.  Jesus said, “I and the Father are one,” (John 10:30); when He says “one,” He means one thing (“one” is neuter in

the Greek, not masculine).  
h.  And with regard to the Spirit being God, the Scripture plainly tell us that the Spirit is a person and that that person

is God.  
i.  Peter tells us that when Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit, they lied to God (Acts 5:3-4).  

2.  Since they are one God, they are all the same in substance.  
a.  This means that each of them is that eternal Spirit we call God.  
b.  They each have the same attributes we looked at last week.  
c.  Sometimes we think this is only true of the Father, but it isn’t.  It’s true of each of them.  

3.  They are also equal then in power and glory:  each is to be worshiped and glorified.  This is why when Jesus sends
His disciples to baptize, they are to baptize in the name of the triune God.  He says, “Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19).  

4.  Does this mean there isn’t any difference between them?  No, there is.  
a.  The Father begets, which is why He is called the Father.  
b.  The Son is eternally begotten, which is why He is called the Son.  
c.  And the Spirit eternally proceeds from the Father and the Son, breathed out in eternal love, which is why He is

called the Spirit, or the breath, of God.  

III.  Application:  This truth this evening calls us to compare the god we worship with the true God.  
A.  Do you have the right God?  

1.  Do you have the right idea of God, or have you fashioned a God according to your own desires?  
2.  There is only one true God.  

a.  He is three in person.  
b.  He is eternal, all-powerful, all knowing, everywhere at once, who never changes and who doesn’t need anything

from us or any other of His creatures.  
c.  He is infinitely holy, wise, just, good and true.  
d.  And as we shall see, He is absolutely sovereign over all things, including the eternal destinies of men and angels.  
e.  Is this the God you love and trust?  

B.  This is the true and living God; there is no salvation apart from Him.  
1.  Remember, you cannot have the true Christ, without the true God, and you cannot have salvation apart from the true

Christ.  
2.  Therefore it’s important to know and believe in the true God.  
3.  You might be saved with less knowledge, if you don’t already know about Him.  
4.  But if your idea of God is too far from who He really is, if the God you worship is not the true God, He will not save
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you, otherwise He would be giving His glory to an idol.  
5.  We need to know this not only for our own sakes, but also for others, that we might help them away from their idols

to the true and living God.  Amen.  
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