
 

“The Temptation of Christ, Part 2” 
(Matthew 4:1-11) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Matthew told us that for several reasons, it was necessary for Jesus to face 
the devil in the wilderness that His faith might be put to the test.  This was to prepare 
Him for His battle against the evil one which was going to last as long as His ministry.  
The devil did not let up on Christ after this.  At every point in Jesus’ ministry he brought 
opposition against Him.  Just because the devil’s name is not specifically mentioned in 
those narratives, does not mean that he was not at work, that he was not sowing the seeds 
of evil in the lives of those who hated Christ.  He was there.  He was a very real enemy to 
Jesus, because he hates Him and everything that has to do with Him.  But you mustn’t 
forget that this enemy of Christ is also your enemy.  Jesus has told you that if you are His 
child, if you are like Him, then the one who hated Him, will hate you as well.  He said 
that the whole world would hate you, because it is in the power of the evil one.  He said, 
“If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you” (John 15:19).  He 
says, the world hates you.  The devil is out to get you.  He will seek to persecute you in 
many different ways.  You need to be aware of these things.  You need to have them 
constantly before your mind.  You can’t afford to live in ignorance, for by ignoring these 
things, they will not go away.  The battle will sweep you away, and you won’t even know 
what happened.  Realize that this is not a strange thing.  It is a normal part of the 
Christian’s experience.  Peter wrote, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were 
happening to you” (1 Pet. 4:12).   
  What should you do then?  You should equip yourself for the battle.  You should 
get ready so that you can stand strong when the evil one comes near.  I would suggest 
that one very good idea would be to see what Jesus did, for certainly He, more than 
anyone else, would know how to defeat this enemy.  And this is what I want you to see in 
our passage this morning.   
 
  Jesus has fought with the devil, and He has vanquished him.   
 
  As we saw last week, the first part of this temptation lasted for forty days.  We 
don’t really know what the devil did in that period of time, but we do know that he failed 
to get Jesus to fall.  And this is why he now brings three more tests to try and trip Jesus 
up.   
 
I.  The first thing the devil does is to try to get Jesus to satisfy His hunger by making 

the stones into bread.   
A.  Now Jesus had fasted for forty days and nights.  And it was after this that He 

became hungry.   
1.  Why did it take so long?  Why wasn’t Jesus hungry before this?   

a.  If you or I  go without one meal, we get hungry right away, don’t we?   
b.  Some have suggested that most people can fast for forty days.  After the first 
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few days, the hunger goes away.  But it returns just before you are about to 
starve.  If you don’t eat food right away, then you will die.   

 
2.  But I don’t think that this is what was going on here.  This was not a natural fast 

which Jesus was involved in, but a supernatural one.   
a.  There is nothing here that says Jesus ate or drank anything during those days.   
b.  And if a man does not drink water, he can only live for about three days.  

Those who fasted for forty days without eating, certainly drank water.  But I 
don’t think that Jesus did.  This was a supernatural fast for a supernatural 
purpose.  What was that purpose?  It was in preparation to bring in the New 
Covenant.   

c.  There is an interesting parallel here between Moses and Jesus.  Moses, when 
he was receiving the Law on the mountain, when the Old Covenant was 
originally given by God, was also fasting.  He writes in Exodus 34:28, “So he 
was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did not eat bread or 
drink water.  And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten 
Commandments.”  This was the second time he was with the Lord for forty 
days and nights.  Between those two times, the people had broken the 
covenant, and so it needed to be renewed.  But each time it came with a forty 
day fast.  And notice that Moses did not drink any water.  The only way he 
could have survived was with the Lord’s help.   

d.  The only other person in the Bible who fasted this long was Elijah.  When 
Elijah was running away from Jezebel, after he had slaughtered many of the 
prophets of Baal, an angel came to him two times and gave him some bread 
and water.  And we read, “So he arose and ate and drank, and went in the 
strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of 
God” (1 Kings 19:8).  He went back to the same mountain at which the Old 
Covenant had been made.  And it was there that the Lord revealed to him His 
plan, both for judgment and for mercy.  The Lord said, “Go, return on your 
way to the wilderness of Damascus, and when you have arrived, you shall 
anoint Hazael king over Aram; and Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint 
king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall 
anoint as prophet in your place.  And it shall come about, the one who 
escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall put to death, and the one who 
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall put to death.  Yet I will leave 
7,000 in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal and every mouth 
that has not kissed him” (vv. 15-18).  The Lord was here enforcing His 
Covenant.  He was going to bring judgment upon those who worshiped Baal, 
and blessing upon those who remained faithful to Him.   

e.  Well here we see Jesus fasting for forty days and forty nights in preparation 
to bring in the New Covenant, a covenant which would bring blessing and 
curse:  a blessing for those who believed and received Him, and a curse for 
those who would reject Him, for those who had broken the covenant.  
Remember He was the One who John told us was coming to thoroughly clear 
His threshing floor.  He was going to gather the wheat into His barn, but the 
chaff He was going to burn with unquenchable fire (Matt. 3:12).   
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f.  This fast was a supernatural preparation for the fullest three and a half years 
which any man has ever spent on the earth.   

 
B.  But unlike the fasts of Moses and Elijah, Jesus’ fast was accompanied by the 

temptation of the devil.  The devil had come out to stop Him.  But he had failed.  
And so now he begins the first of his final three tests.   
1.  He says, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”   

a.  Notice that the devil says “if,” “if You are the Son of God.”  The devil may 
have been trying to get Jesus to doubt that He was God’s Son.  There was no 
doubt in the devil’s mind who He was.  Remember, he tried to kill Jesus once 
He was born.  The demons also know who He was.  Jesus would often need 
to tell them to be quiet.   

b.  But how could the devil ever think that he could fool Jesus?  Remember that 
the only things Jesus knew were the things He had been taught and the things 
which the Father had revealed to Him by the Holy Spirit.  He did not have all 
knowledge in His human mind, as He does in His divine mind.  The devil 
may have trying to get Him to doubt the things He knew, to doubt the 
heavenly vision He saw and the voice He had heard from the Father.   

c.  The devil is taunting Him.  “If You are the Son of God, prove it!  Put an end 
to your hunger.  Feed yourself with bread from these stones which are all 
around us.  Maybe God is not Your Father.”   

d.  Now this is also what the devil will try and do to you.  He will try to make 
you doubt that you are the Lord’s.  Now some doubt is good, especially when 
you cannot clearly see the work of God in your heart and mind.  It is a good 
thing to doubt when you do not feel love for Him, and when you do not feel 
like doing what He requires of you.  There is a certain sense in which you 
should always be examining yourself to make sure that you are in the truth.  
If you are His child, you will find the evidence you need.  You will have 
some assurance.  But if not, there may be a problem.  It is possible to exam 
yourself and find out that you are not a Christian.  And if that is true, it is 
good to find out while there is still time to come to Christ and be saved.   

e.  But even if you find evidence, the devil will try to get you to doubt it.  He 
will try to overwhelm you with evidence to the contrary.  He will show you 
your sins.  He will show you your afflictions, the things which you must go 
without, the burdens you must bear.  He will try to make you doubt that 
God’s Word is true.  He will try and convince you that God is unfair or 
unkind.   

f.  Or perhaps the devil was trying to make Jesus doubt that the Father would 
take care of Him.  Perhaps he was trying to destroy Christ’s faith so that He 
would try and fulfill His need in an unlawful way.   

 
2.  But Christ refused to do so, not because He couldn’t do it, but because He 

wouldn’t.   
a.  But why wouldn’t He?   
b.  As I said before, making the stones into bread is not bad in itself.  But if this 

was not the way in which God wanted to fulfill that need, then to do it in this 
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way would have been sin.   
c.  But this is the danger of temptation.  There is always some truth in it that 

makes it seem right.  Why are there so many who fall into false religions?  It 
is because there is enough truth to make it seem right, and yet enough error to 
destroy their souls.  We must beware.  The more truth there is in a 
temptation, the more dangerous it is, for the more likely we will be to fall into 
it.   

d.  Making bread was not bad.  Christ would make some out of nothing a little 
while later.  But for Christ to listen to the devil then and take matters into His 
own hands, would have been sin.  It would have been to distrust His Father 
and to have served the devil who only sought to destroy Him.   

e.  And so Jesus says to him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God’” (v. 4).   

f.  I said last week that Jesus here is going through the same thing the children of 
Israel did in the wilderness, when they were there for forty years.  God was 
testing them to see what was in their hearts.  He wanted to see if they would 
keep His commandments or not.  These words which Jesus quotes are exactly 
the same words which God spoke to His people through Moses.  He said, 
“And He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which 
you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you 
understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by 
everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD” (Deu. 8:3).   

g.  God withheld bread from His people and fed them manna to teach them that 
man does not live by bread alone.  Rather, he is to live by the Word.  In the 
same way, God wants you to trust Him to meet your needs.  Do not trust in 
your own ability to earn money and buy food.  Do not trust in the food’s 
ability to nourish you.  Put your trust in Him.  He is your Supplier.  He is 
your nourisher and sustainer.  And if He doesn’t supply your needs right 
away and in the way you thought He would, wait upon Him to supply it in 
another way, as He did His people in the wilderness.   

h.  Christ places all the honor upon God and His precepts to glorify Him and to 
give you an example that you should trust Him and not yourself for your 
daily bread.   

i.  This shows us that when the devil attacks, the weapon you must use is the 
truth of God’s Word.  It is the sword of the Spirit.   

 
II.  The second thing the devil does is to try and get Jesus to attract attention to 

Himself as the Messiah.   
A.  Matthew writes, “Then the devil took Him into the holy city; and he had Him stand 

on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God throw 
yourself down; for it is written, “He will give His angels charge concerning You”; 
and “On their hands they will bear You up, lest You strike Your foot against a 
stone”’” (v. 6).   
1.  The devil first tried to drive Christ to despair because of His hunger and to 

forsake His Father.  Here, the devil tries to drive Christ to the opposite extreme 
of putting Himself in extreme danger, by standing on the pinnacle of the 
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Temple, to throw Himself off.   
a.  The pinnacle was well-known to the readers.  But it is not as clear to us what 

it means.   
b.  It could be one of two things:  the highest summit which bristled with golden 

spikes, or another peak on Herod’s royal portico, which had an immense 
tower built on it, so that the one looking down into the Kedron valley below 
could not see the bottom.  This is what Josephus tells us about it.  It is most 
likely the second.   

 
2.  Again, the devil tempts Christ to doubt His relationship with God.  He tells Him 

to prove that He is God by throwing Himself off of the Temple.  If He is the Son 
of God, the angels would surely protect Him.   
a.  Notice that this time the devil quotes Scripture.   
b.  Perhaps since Christ turned him away in his first temptation with it, he 

wanted to see what affect it would have if he quoted it.   
 

B.  But notice again that Jesus uses the Scripture.  He says, “On the other hand, it is 
written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test’” (v. 7).   
1.  Jesus did not argue about the Scripture that the devil quoted.  He knew that it 

was true.   
2.  But there was another Scriptural truth which needed to be considered.  And that 

is that you should never test God by putting yourself into unnecessary danger.   
a.  The Lord tells us that when He allows us to fall into some danger, He has 

promised to supply for us and to protect us, unless He has another purpose, 
such as to take us home.   

b.  But we should never put ourselves into any situation to see if God is telling 
us the truth.   

c.  One modern day example of this would be the so-called Christians who take 
the passage in Mark 16:18, which speaks of picking up snakes and drinking 
poison, and then do those things to see if God is true to His Word.  This is 
putting God to the test.  Many of those people die, not realizing that God did 
not mean this as a test of their faith, but as a promise of protection, if the 
passage is authentic to start with.   

d.  The point is that you and I are never to put God’s Word to the test.  You must 
believe Him.  You must accept His promises.  You must live as though they 
are true, even if you are never put into a place in life where they will be 
ultimately tested.   

e.  Jesus knew that His Father’s word was true.  He did not need to place 
Himself in danger, nor to make a spectacle out of Himself to reveal Himself 
as the Messiah.   

f.  But one other thing this teaches us is that we should be careful that the devil 
does not lead us to a false understanding of Scripture.  Sometimes we may 
not have the whole picture.  Sometimes we may be believing a lie of the 
devil.  We must search the whole Scripture, reason through them, and then let 
them speak for themselves.   
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III.  And the last thing he does is offer to Christ the kingdoms of the world, the very 
thing He came into the world to receive, if He will only fall down and worship 
him, again in a way which was not the way of God.   
A.  Matthew writes, “Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and showed 

Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory; and he said to Him, ‘All these 
things will I give You, if You fall down and worship me’” (v. 9).   
1.  The devil was allowed to reveal all these things to Christ in a moment of time.  

And not only did Jesus see these kingdoms, but He also saw their glory.   
2.  And then he presented to Him this offer, “I will give these things to you, if you 

will give me the worship which is God’s alone.”   
a.  The blasphemy of these words almost makes you recoil in horror!  Can you 

imagine this loathsome demon asking this most holy man, who is God in 
human flesh, to bow and worship him?!  It is almost unthinkable!  But yet 
this is what the devil wanted.   

b.  The fact that the devil had control over those kingdoms was not disputed by 
Christ.  Man had given the dominion of the world to the devil in the fall.  All 
the earth was in his power, because he held the hearts of just about every 
man.  There were only a few people who were redeemed by God and 
therefore in His kingdom.   

c.  But when Christ came, all of that changed.  He came to take back what the 
devil had taken from man.   

d.  This shows, by the way, that this must have been the last of the temptations, 
because here the devil throws off his disguise, and shows what he really 
wants:  He wants to take the place of God.   

 
B.  And so Christ answers, “Begone, Satan!  For it is written, ‘You shall worship the 

Lord your God, and Him only” (v. 10).   
1.  Jesus says to him, “Get out of here!  You will not usurp God’s kingdom, nor 

will you win in this temptation!  God alone is to be worshiped, and He will be 
worshiped.   

2.  Christ knew that He had been born to be King.  And the way that He would 
receive that kingdom was through His subjection to His Father.  And so He 
reaffirms His allegiance to God, and repels the intruder, as Adam and Eve had 
failed to do.  This is also the way that your needs will be met as well.  You do 
not need the devil to give them to you.  God will.   

 
C.  Lastly, we read that, “The devil left Him,” but this was only temporarily, and that 

“the angels came and began to minister to Him” (v. 11).   
1.  After the battle comes the refreshment.  God allows His Son to rest and sends 

His angels to minister to Him.  This is the relief that Christ was waiting for.  
This is the reason why He did not accept the devil’s way out.  He knew that His 
Father would take care of His needs.   

2.  And this is the same provision that the Lord gives to you.  The Lord allows the 
devil to tempt you.  You know from your own experience that this is true.   

3.  And I believe that the older you get in the Lord, the longer and harder the battles 
become.  But, by the grace of God, the stronger and more successful you 
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become in defeating the enemy in the power of Christ.   
4.  But thankfully, at the end of each one of them, God gives you rest for a little 

while that you might gather strength before the next battle.   
5.  Another thing He provides for you is a spiritual meal to strengthen your soul, to 

give you the power you need to stand firm against the attacks of the enemy.   
6.  Let us now prepare then to meet the Lord at His table, that we might find the 

refreshment and satisfaction which only He can supply.  Let us pray.   


