
“The Sweet Psalmist of Israel” 
(2 Samuel 23:1-8)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw that with the call of David to be king, the Lord blessed His 

church with more light.   

a.  Not only with a picture of Jesus as king.   

b.  Not only with the establishing of Christ’s throne in the line of David.   

c.  But also by giving more Scripture.   

(i)  He gave His church the books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, and Samuel.   

(ii)  Each book not only chronicled the Lord’s mercies in fulfilling His 

promises to them, but each also pointed forward, beyond itself, to the 

future of God’s kingdom.   

(a)  The book of Joshua chronicled the conquest of the land of Canaan, but 

also pointed to the climax of the kingdom in the New Heavens and 

New Earth.   

(b)  The book of Judges showed the many failures of God’s people, but 

pointed to the one Great Judge who would lead them in the paths of 

righteousness.   

(c)  The book of Ruth described the redemption of Naomi and Ruth from 

poverty through Boaz, the kinsman redeemer, the great-grandfather of 

David, but it pointed to Jesus Christ, the one who is our kinsman 

redeemer, who became a near relative to us by taking our nature on 

Himself to save us from hell.   

(d)  And the book of Samuel showed the establishing of the Davidic line 

of succession in Israel, but pointed forward to the One whose kingdom 

would be established forever.   

(e)  The Lord gave His church more light to establish it and build it up in 

the faith.   

 

2.  That’s what makes Scripture so precious.   

a.  The Lord gave it to convict, convert, and built up His saints in the OT.   

b.  And He gives it to us today for the same reasons:   

(i)  We need the Scriptures to convict and humble us.   

(ii)  We need them constantly to point us to Christ for His mercy and 

forgiveness for all our sin and failures.   

(iii)  We need them to point us to God’s grace in Christ and for instruction in 

righteousness so that we can keep moving forward.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see another great leap forward in God’s revelation to His 

church at the time of David:  through the psalms David wrote.   
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a.  It was around the time David was anointed as king that he began to write 

psalms.   

b.  The psalms not only contain several prophecies about Christ, the Lord also 

appointed them to be used in worship so that Christ would continually be 

before their eyes.   

 

2.  Let’s look at two things:   

a.  First, that the Lord gave His church a great deal more revelation concerning 

His Son through David’s psalms.   

b.  And second, that He also appointed them to be sung in His church throughout 

the ages until the end of the world.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that God inspired David to reveal Christ and His work of 

salvation through the psalms.   

1.  It’s clear from Scripture that David was a prophet.   

a.  Peter says as much in Acts 2:29-30, “Brethren, I may confidently say to you 

regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb 

is with us to this day.  And so, because he was a prophet and knew that God 

had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his descendents on his throne, he 

looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He was neither 

abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh suffer decay.”   

b.  Last week, we considered the prophetic role of Samuel in recording the 

inspired history of David, since it was through his line Messiah would come; 

but here we see that David himself was also anointed with the Spirit and 

given the gift of prophecy.  He pictured Christ in two ways:  as a king and as 

a prophet.   

 

2.  It was around the time that David was anointed as king that he began to 

prophecy.   

a.  When Samuel anointed David as king with oil – a type of the Spirit – the 

reality of that type – the antitype, the Spirit Himself – came on him.   

(i)  “Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his 

brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that 

day forward” (1 Sam 16:13).   

(ii)  David already had the saving work of the Spirit in his heart as evidenced 

by his commitment to and his love and trust in the Lord.   

(iii)  This anointing of the Spirit gave him the ability to be a faithful king, in 

the same way the Spirit anointed and filled the apostles and disciples on 

several occasions to be witnesses of Christ.   

 

b.  It’s very likely that the Spirit also gave him the gift of prophecy at this time, 

for it was around this time the Spirit began to use David to reveal Christ and 

His redemption in a very passionate way – which is why David is called the 

sweet psalmist of Israel.   

(i)  The main subject of his psalms was the Gospel.   
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(a)  This is certainly how the NT authors understood his writings.   

(b)  There is no book more often quoted in the New Testament than the 

Psalms.   

(c)  David didn’t write all the psalms – there were others, such as Asaph, 

Heman, Ethan and others – but he did write most of them.   

 

(ii)  The canon was again expanded which further advanced the work of the 

kingdom and prepared His people for the Messiah’s coming.  Up to this 

time, there was a picture or a prophecy now and again over a period of 

many years, but now the Son of David was much more clearly revealed 

through David.  Here are some examples:   

(a)  The author to the Hebrews quoted David from Psalm 40:6-8, 

regarding the incarnation – that the Christ would become one with us to 

lay His life down for us, “For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and 

goats to take away sins.  Therefore, when He comes into the world, He 

says, ‘Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but a body You 

have prepared for Me; in whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 

You have taken no pleasure.  Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (in the 

scroll of the book it is written of Me) to do your will, O God’” (Heb. 

10:4-7).   

(b)  David predicted Christ’s sufferings when he wrote, “Reproach has 

broken my heart and I am so sick.  And I looked for sympathy, but 

there was none, and for comforters, but I found none.  They also gave 

me gall for my food and for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink” 

(Psalm 69:20-21)  Matthew quoted these verses to show how Jesus 

fulfilled them on the cross (Matt. 27:34, 48).   

(c)  Jesus, on the cross, called attention to David’s 22
nd

 psalm to show 

what He was suffering, when He cried out, “My God, My God, why 

have you forsaken Me?” (v. 1; cf. Matt. 27:46).  Here David also wrote 

of the circumstances of His sufferings, “For dogs have surrounded me; 

a band of evildoers has encompassed me; they pierced my hands and 

my feet.  I can count all my bones.  They look, they stare at me; they 

divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots” 

(vv. 16-18).   

(d)  David wrote further of Christ’s resurrection:  “I have set the LORD 

continually before me; because He is at my right hand, I will not be 

shaken.  Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; my flesh 

also will dwell securely.  For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; 

nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay” (16:8-10)  Peter 

quoted this passage in his sermon on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:25-

27).   

(e)  Of His Ascension:  “You have ascended on high, You have led captive 

Your captives; You have received gifts among men, even among the 

rebellious also, that the LORD God may dwell there” (Psalm 68:18).  

Paul quoted this passage in connection with the pouring out of spiritual 

gifts to the church at Ephesus (Eph. 4:8).   
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(f)  And of His rule:  “The LORD says to my Lord:  ‘Sit at My right hand 

until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’  The LORD will 

stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, ‘Rule in the midst 

of Your enemies’” (110:1-2), which the author the Hebrews quotes in 

Heb. 1:13 to show Christ’s superiority over the angels.   

 

(iii)  The Lord used David and his prophetic gift to reveal His Son to His 

church during the time of David’s reign.   

 

B.  What made this particular form of revelation even more effective in placing Christ 

before God’s people was what the Lord appointed His people to do with these 

psalms:  they were to be sung in His church as a part of public worship that they 

might see Him and praise Him both before He came and after as well.   

1.  55 of these psalms are addressed to the choir director – the one who led the 

public worship of Israel.   

2.  We see in Scripture that this is how they were used:   

a.  Many years after David was dead, King Hezekiah ordered their use in public 

worship, “Moreover, King Hezekiah and the officials ordered the Levites to 

sing praises to the LORD with the words of David and Asaph the seer.  So 

they sang praises with joy, and bowed down and worshiped” (2 Chr. 29:30).   

b.  Paul wrote to the churches of Ephesus and Colossae that they use the psalms 

in their public worship:   

(i)  “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with 

the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 

5:18-19).   

(ii)  “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 

teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God” (Col. 

3:16).   

 

c.  The people of God had some songs for worship, such as the song Moses and 

the Israelites sung at the Red Sea (Ex. 15), or the song Moses taught them 

before he died in Deuteronomy 32, or the psalm Moses wrote (Psalm 90).   

d.  Deborah and Barak sung a song at the defeat of the Canaanites (Judges 5), 

and Hannah appears to have sung a song because the Lord heard and 

answered her prayer regarding Samuel.   

e.  But now the Lord gave His church a book of divinely inspired songs to sing 

continually in worship as a witness to them of Christ.   

 

III.  Application.   

A.  First, have you seen Christ and are you trusting in Him?   

1.  The Lord gave His people the psalms to keep Jesus Christ in their line of sight, 

so that they couldn’t escape Him, but that they would trust in Him.   

2.  He has given you the Scripture, preaching, and worship with psalms and hymns 

to keep Him before you as well.   
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3.  What have you done with this light?  Have you believed in Him?  Have you 

turned from your sins?  Have you professed Him publicly and are you 

continuing to do so?   

4.  If not, trust in Him now with your whole heart and be saved from your sins.   

 

B.  Second, realize that the psalms are still useful to build you up in Christ.   

1.  They reveal Christ in the ways we’ve seen.   

2.  They contain wonderful expressions of adoration, repentance and trust in the 

Lord:  when you can’t find the right words to express to the Lord, the psalms 

often give you the right words.   

3.  Use them often in your devotions.   

 

C.  Finally, we should all be exhorted to use them in our worship.   

1.  We don’t need to use them exclusively.   

a.  There are those who believe we must sing the psalms only.   

b.  If this was true, though, it would seem very strange that the Lord would 

require us to worship under the shadows of the Old Covenant when we are in 

the clearer light of the New.   

c.  Also, if we were to sing only psalms, though we might be singing of the 

Messiah, we wouldn’t be able to mention His name.   

d.  There are also indications in Scripture of songs being sung that weren’t 

psalms:   

(i)  In Eph. 5:18-19 and Col. 3:16:  “Hymns and spiritual songs.”   

(ii)  In 1 Timothy 6:15-16, “He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the 

King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone possesses immortality and 

dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see.  To 

Him be honor and eternal dominion!  Amen.”   

(iii)  1 Timothy 3:16, “By common confession, great is the mystery of 

godliness:  He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated in the Spirit, 

seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, 

taken up in glory.”   

 

2.  But how can we do better than an inspired song?   

a.  Though we don’t use them exclusively, we should use them.   

b.  And, with the advantage the light of the NT gives us, we should sing them 

with greater understanding.   

c.  Let’s bow and thank the Lord again for giving us the psalms.  Amen.   


