
“The Stone the Builder’s Rejected” 
(Acts 4:11-12)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning we’re gathered to celebrate a very important event:  the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead.   
a.  This event is so important, the Lord did not appoint just one day per year to 

celebrate it – Easter Sunday – but one day every week – the Lord’s Day.   
b.  He doesn’t want us to forget what He has done for us, what Jesus was willing 

to do for us and did, and how much we need His work.   
 

2.  It’s good for us to remember this event and why it’s so important:   
a.  Paul tells us that without it, we’d all be lost.   

(i)  “Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do 
some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  But if there 
is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ 
has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.  
Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we 
testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact 
the dead are not raised.  For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has 
been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you 
are still in your sins.  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished.  If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men 
most to be pitied” (1 Cor. 15:12-19).   

(ii)  If Christ was not raised, after He was crucified, after He laid down His life 
to bring life to all who would believe in Him, then even those of us who 
believe in Him are still guilty and will perish.   

 
b.  Apart from the resurrection, our sins would have destroyed us.   

(i)  The sin Adam committed in the garden – Paul writes, “Through one 
transgression there resulted condemnation to all men” (Rom. 5:18).   

(ii)  And our own sins:   
(a)  Again Paul writes, “But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant 

heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to each 
person according to his deeds” (2:5-6).   

(b)  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).   
(c)  And, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (6:23).   
 

(iii)  Paul says we wouldn’t just die, but we would have to face the wrath of 
God.   
(a)  There are things worse than death.   
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(b)  When we die, our existence is not over, it just begins.   
(c)  Those who die apart from Christ – apart from His salvation – will be 

judged by God for every one of their sins and suffer in hell – a place of 
eternal torment that burns with fire.   

(d)  As John writes, “And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and 
ever; they have no rest day and night” (Rev. 14:11).   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But our passage tells us there is good news:  Christ has been raised from the dead, 
and because He has, there is hope.   
a.  Jesus Christ came into this world to save sinners.   

(i)  He saved them by obeying the Father’s commandments perfectly, because 
that is what He requires for anyone to enter into heaven.   

(ii)  And He saved them by dying in their place to pay the price God’s justice 
required of their sins, because God is a just God.   

 
b.  And to show that the Father accepted what He did, He raised Him from the 

dead.   
 

2.  This morning, I want us to see three things from our passage about Jesus:   
a.  First, He is the Stone that was rejected by the builders:  He was condemned by 

the leaders of Israel and put to death on the cross.   
b.  Second, He is also the One who became the chief cornerstone:  God raised 

Him from the dead and made Him the foundation of the church.   
c.  Finally, in doing this, He has become the only way of salvation:  “And there is 

salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been 
given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that Jesus is the Stone that was rejected by the builders.   
1.  He is the One we want to focus on this morning.   

a.  He is really the subject of the whole Bible.   
b.  He is the One each one of us needs to know in a personal and saving way, if 

we are ever to make it to heaven.   
c.  Who is Jesus Christ?   

(i)  God tells us in His Word (the Bible is God’s Word, the only source of 
information God has provided to show us these things) that Jesus was a 
man, but not merely a man.   
(a)  He was born, He lived and He died, as we all do.   
(b)  But unlike us, He was born of a virgin – supernaturally conceived in the 

womb of the Virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit.   
(c)  Unlike us, He lived a perfect life – He never sinned, He always did 

what was right, what was pleasing to His Father.   
(d)  And unlike us, He died, not of old age or sickness or disease, but on the 

cross, to pay for the sins of all who would believe in Him.   
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(ii)  God also tells us in His Word that Jesus was His Son.   
(a)  Not just because God was the One who brought about His conception in 

the womb of the Virgin Mary.   
(b)  He is the Son of God from all eternity:  “In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . .  And the 
Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as 
of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:1, 
14).   

(c)  The Bible says that God is three persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
(d)  Jesus is God the Son, and the Son of God.   

 
2.  This is the One who was rejected by the builders.   

a.  The builders were the leaders of Israel (this is who Peter was addressing in our 
passage).   

b.  They’re the ones God appointed to lead his people into the truth, to teach them 
His ways, to show them their need of the Messiah when He would come.   

c.  But they liked their power, they liked to be called teacher, and to be looked up 
to and depended on.   

d.  They didn’t want to lose their position of power to Jesus by admitting He was 
the Messiah.   
(i)  The Father sent John the Baptist to preach to Israel, to prepare them for 

Christ’s coming.  When He came, John pointed the people to Him, saying, 
“He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30):  now that He is here, 
John needed to move out of the way; his work was done.   

(ii)  But these men didn’t want to move out of the way; they wanted Jesus to 
move out of the way.   

 
e.  And so they sought to destroy Him.   

(i)  They arrested Him in private; put Him on trial; brought false witnesses to 
testify against Him; and then condemned Him to death.   

(ii)  Since they didn’t have the power to execute anyone, they handed Him over 
to Pilate – the Roman governor – to put to death.   

(iii)  Pilate didn’t want to do this – he knew they handed Jesus over to him 
because they were jealous – but he also knew if he didn’t do what they 
wanted, they would rebel.   

(iv)  And so he gave the Jews an opportunity to release Jesus because that was 
his custom at one of their feasts – he offered to release Jesus or Barabbas, 
but they chose Barabbas.   

(v)  And so after washing his hands in front of them to show them he was 
innocent of Jesus’ condemnation, he handed Jesus over to his soldiers to 
mock, beat and scourge, and then to crucify Him.   

(vi)  And after He was crucified, He died, crying out, “Father, forgive them; 
for they do not know what they are doing,” and “‘Father, into your hands I 
commit My spirit.”  Having said this, He breathed His last” (Luke 23:34, 
46).   
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(vii)  And when they had taken Him down from the cross, they laid Him in a 
tomb.   

 
B.  Second, Jesus is also the One who became the chief cornerstone.   

1.  What does this mean?   
a.  A chief cornerstone is the stone of a building that is laid first.   
b.  It must be perfect so the other stones will line up with it properly.   
c.  For this reason, it is the most important stone.   
 

2.  Peter is telling us here that Jesus is the cornerstone of the church, the foundation, 
its beginning, the One who created it, builds it, adds to it, the reason for its 
existence.   
a.  He writes in his first letter, “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has 

been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, 
as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (2:4-5).   

b.  The church is the spiritual temple God is building to bring praise to Himself – 
one of the main reasons He provided salvation.   

c.  The church – the body of the redeemed – is built on His work – the foundation 
of His perfect life and sacrificial death.   

 
3.  How did Jesus become the corner stone?   

a.  After He was rejected, put to death and buried, He didn’t remain in the tomb – 
He was raised from the dead.   
(i)  When He had been dead for three days, His Father raised Him again to life.  

Peter preached to the Jews on the Day of Pentecost, “Men of Israel, listen to 
these words:  Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with 
miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your 
midst, just as you yourselves know – this Man, delivered over by the 
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the 
hands of godless men and put Him to death.  But God raised Him up again, 
putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be 
held in its power” (Acts 2:22-24).   

(ii)  When the Father raised Jesus, He was showing His people that Jesus was 
His Son, that He had sent Jesus to save them, and that He accepted the work 
Jesus did.   

 
b.  Peter knew this was what the psalm he was quoting was all about – the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ – who became the source of resurrection life to 
everyone who believed in Him.   

 
C.  Finally, in doing this, Jesus became the only way of salvation from sin:   

1.  This has always been the case.   
a.  Those who lived before Jesus came could be saved only by believing in the 

Jesus God had promised to send.   
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b.  And those who live after His coming can only be saved by His having been 
sent.   
(i)  Peter said, “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name 

under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved” 
(v. 12).   

(ii)  Jesus tells us in John 14:6, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 
one comes to the Father but through Me.”   

(iii)  There are not many ways to God as people believe:  there is only one – 
Jesus:   
(i)  The Son of the Triune God, and Son of Man, who is both God and man.   
(ii)  The One born of the Virgin, who lived a perfect life and died a 

sacrificial death on the cross.   
(iii)  The One who rose again from the dead, was seen by over five hundred 

witnesses, and then ascended into heaven.   
(iv)  The Jesus who is coming again to judge the living and the dead.   
(v)  This is the only true Jesus.   

 
2.  But in order to come to the Father through Him, we must receive Him in the way 

He tells us, or not at all.   
a.  We cannot work for this privilege; it is a free gift:  “For by grace you have 

been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as 
a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).   

b.  It may only be received by faith:   
(i)  God offers you salvation through His Son; He tells you to believe in Him, 

to trust in Him to save you:  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16).   

(ii)  If you do, He will receive you:  “All that the Father gives Me will come to 
Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out” (John 6:37).   

(iii)  But before you do, you need to count the cost:  “Then Jesus said to His 
disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will 
lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it” (Matt. 16:24-25).   

(iv)  Salvation is free, but you cannot be the same person you were after you 
receive it:  now you must live for Him.  “Or do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 
God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body” (1 Cor. 6:19-20).   

(v)  Are willing to pay this price?  Then come to Jesus now and receive Him, 
receive His life and be saved.   

(vi)  Peter writes, “For this is contained in Scripture:  ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a 
choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he who believes in Him will not 
be disappointed’” (1 Pet. 2:6).   

(vii)  If you trust in Jesus, you will never regret it.  Amen.   


