
“The Spirit of Love, Part 2” 
(John 17:20-26) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  So far, Edwards has told us:   
a.  Believers have something unbelievers don’t have:  a unique work of the Spirit of 

God.   
b.  The work He does in the soul of a believer is not many, but is only one – one well of 

spiritual water, one seed that transforms the soul – which is divine love.   
c.  And this one work is “spiritual” or something that participates in the nature of the 

Spirit.   
 

2.  Last week, Edwards asked the question, “How does saving grace – or this one principle 
of love, which is spiritual – differ from the other works of the Spirit?   
a.  First, he said it participates in something distinctive to the Spirit:   

(i)  Every effect has something of its cause in it.   
(ii)  There is something peculiar to the Spirit that He imparts in saving grace.   

 
b.  Second, that this distinctive of the Spirit saving grace participates in is love.   

(i)  All the members of the Godhead are characterized by love, since they are all one 
infinite Spirit.   
(a)  God is three persons.   
(b)  But those three persons are one God.   
(c)  And being one God, they all share the attributes of God.   
 

(ii)  Though this is true, the Spirit is singled out as love.   
(a)  The Son is called the wisdom, understanding, and truth of God (Prov. 8; Luke 

11:49; John 1, at the beginning).   
(b)  Even so, the Spirit is called the love of God:  “And hope does not disappoint, 

because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Rom. 5:5; cf. Col. 1:8; Phil. 2:1-2).   

 
c.  Finally, that this is best understood by the relation the Spirit has with the Father and 

the Son.   
(i)  He is the love which the Father and the Son breathe out towards one another 

primarily, and towards the saints secondarily.   
(ii)  As Jesus says in John 17:26, “And I have made Your name known to them, and 

will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, 
and I in them.”   
(a)  Christ dwells in His saints by His Spirit (Gal. 2:20).   
(b)  But this Spirit is the love with which the Father has loved Christ.   
 

(iii)  Edwards writes, “The Scripture therefore leads us to this conclusion, though it 
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be infinitely above us to conceive how it should be, that yet as the Son of God is 
the personal word, idea, or wisdom of God, begotten by God, being an infinitely 
perfect, substantial image or idea of himself (as might be very plainly proved 
from the Holy Scripture, if here were proper occasion for it); so the Holy Spirit 
does in some ineffable and inconceivable manner proceed, and is breathed forth 
both from the Father and the Son, by the divine essence being wholly poured and 
flowing out in that infinitely intense, holy, and pure love and delight that 
continually and unchangeably breathes forth from the Father and the Son, 
primarily towards each other, and secondarily towards the creature, and so 
flowing forth in a different subsistence or person in a manner to us utterly 
inexplicable and inconceivable, and that this is that person that is poured forth 
into the hearts of angels and saints.”   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  We didn’t have time to finish this thought last week, so this evening, we’ll conclude.   
2.  What we’ll look at are two things:   

a.  Further arguments that the Spirit is the love of God breathed forth between the 
Father and the Son.   

b.  How this view of the Trinity gives equal glory to the Spirit in the work of 
redemption.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, further arguments that the Spirit is the love of God breathed forth between the Father 
and the Son.   
1.  Why do we often read in Scripture of the Father loving the Son, and the Son loving the 

Father, but never of the Father or Son loving the Spirit, or the Spirit loving either of 
them?   
a.  (Possibly because Scripture doesn’t focus on intratrinitarian relationships, but of the 

love the Father has for the incarnate Son).   
b.  It’s because the Spirit is that love itself, the love of the Father for the Son and the 

Son for the Father.   
 

2.  We also read of the love of the Father and the Son to men, especially the saints, but not 
of the Spirit’s loving them.  It’s because the Spirit is the love of God and Christ 
primarily towards each other, and secondly towards the creature.   

3.  The apostle Paul often expresses the desire that grace, mercy and peace from the God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ to the churches in his letters, but doesn’t mention 
the Spirit.  It’s because the Spirit is that love and grace of God.   

4.  God’s fullness is another phrase used of the Spirit:  His fullness is the good He 
possesses.   
a.  The good that God has is His joy and happiness that He has in Himself, in the love 

the Father and Son share.   
b.  When men are make partakers of the Holy Spirit, or have Him dwelling in them, 

they are said to be partakers of the fullness of God or Christ.   
c.  Christ’s fullness was His having the Spirit given to Him above measure:  “For He 

whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without 
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measure” (John 3:34).  It is having the fullness of the Godhead dwelling in Him 
bodily:  “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (Col. 2:9).   

d.  When we receive the Spirit, we are said to receive of His fullness, and grace for 
grace:  “For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace”  (John 1:16).   

e.  When we know the love of Christ, we are said to be filled with all the fullness of 
God:  “And to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be 
filled up to all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19).   

f.  The way we know the love of Christ is by having this love dwelling in us:  “By this 
we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit” 
(1 John 4:13).   

g.  And so our communion with God the Father and the Son is our possessing of the 
Spirit.  To have communion with either is to partake of their fullness in union with 
them.  And so we read that the saints have fellowship and communion with the 
Father and the Son, but never with the Spirit, because is the Spirit is the good or 
fullness they participate in.  And so Paul tells us about the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, but not of communion with Him, which are two different things:  “The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all” (2 Cor. 13:14).   

h.  The Holy Spirit is the greatest of all good, the fullness of God, the holiness and 
happiness of God, and our sharing in Him is our true loveliness and happiness.   

i.  All the grace and comfort that saints can have here, and all the holiness and 
happiness they will share in afterwards in heaven, is the love of the Spirit (Rom. 
15:30) and the joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17).  This is why the Spirit in Luke 
11:13, is called good things in Matt. 7:11, because the Spirit is the sum of all good 
we receive from God.   

 
B.  Second, how this view of the Trinity gives equal glory to the Spirit in the work of 

redemption.   
1.  To understand this, we need first to understand the difference between what is called the 

ontological Trinity and the economic Trinity.   
a.  When we talk about the ontological Trinity, we mean the members of the Godhead 

as they are considered in themselves.   
(i)  The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all equal in power and glory.   
(ii)  They all possess the infinite Spirit we call God, and all possess equally the 

attributes of God.   
 

b.  But when we talk about the economic Trinity, we mean the relationships these divine 
persons take in the work of redemption.   
(i)  The Father represents the Godhead and chooses whom He will save.   
(ii)  The Son submits to the Father and agrees to become a man to represent and 

redeem His elect people.   
(iii)  The Spirit submits to the Father and the Son and agrees to indwell and apply 

Christ to all whom the Father has chosen and the Son has died for.   
 

2.  Edwards believes this view doesn’t give due glory to the Spirit.  But understanding the 
Spirit as he does, will.   
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a.  The Father and the Son are glorified in that they so greatly loved the world.   
(i)  The Father loved the world so much that He gave His only begotten Son, all His 

delight, the object of His infinite love.   
(ii)  The Son loved the world so much He gave Himself.   
(iii)  But glory also belongs to the Spirit because He is the love of the Father and the 

Son that flows from each to the other and from them to the elect.   
(iv)  However wonderful the love of the Father and the Son are, so is the Spirit who 

is that love.   
(a)  We see the infinite excellency of the Father – that the Son so loved Him and 

so desired that He be honored and glorified, that when He came to save 
sinners, He infinitely humbled Himself to repair that honor by offering Himself 
as payment.   

(b)  We see the infinite excellency and value of the Son that the Father was 
willing to receive those who were under His infinite wrath for Christ’s sake.   

(c)  But both of these things show the infinite excellence of the Spirit because He 
is the delight that the Father and Son have in each other that moved them to do 
these things.   

 
b.  Our salvation is equally dependent on each member of the Godhead.   

(i)  The Father approves of and provides the Redeemer, accepts the price for the 
good purchased, and gives that good.  The Son is the Redeemer, the price of the 
good that is purchased.  And the Holy Spirit is the sum of all the good purchased:  
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us -- 
for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’ - in order that in Christ 
Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith” (Gal. 3:13-14).   

(ii)  Christ did the work He did that we might have communion with God in His 
good, or in His Spirit.  The blessedness of the saints is their partaking of the 
fullness of Christ, which is partaking of His Spirit.  He is the sap that comes from 
the vine, the oil poured on Christ’s head that goes down to the members.  Christ 
did His work that we might know the love of God, and the Spirit is that love 
which we know by His indwelling us.   

 
c.  The sum of all the spiritual good Christ purchased for us in the spring of living water 

rising up within us (John 4:10) and the river of living water (John 7:38-39).  But both 
are the Spirit.  All the happiness we will enjoy in heaven is represented by the rivers 
of living water flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb, the river of God’s 
pleasures, which is the Holy Spirit.   

d.  The Spirit is what Christ purchased for us as our inheritance, because the little we 
have now of His work in our souls is said to be the down payment of the inheritance 
we will receive in full later (Eph. 1:13-14; 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5).  He is the subject of all 
the Gospel promises and so is called the Spirit of promise (Eph. 1:13) and the 
promise of the Father (Luke 24:49).   

e.  In redemption, God is the One from whom our good is purchased, God is the One 
who purchases it, and God is what is purchased.  All our good is from God, through 
Him and in Him (Rom. 11:36).  “All our good is of God the Father, and through God 
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the Son, and all is in the Holy Ghost, as he is himself all our good. And so God is 
himself the portion and purchased inheritance of his people. Thus God is the Alpha 
and Omega in this affair of redemption.”   

f.  “If we suppose no more than used to be supposed about the Holy Ghost, the honor of 
the Holy Ghost in the work of redemption is not equal in any sense to the Father and 
the Son’s; nor is there an equal part of the glory of this work belonging to him. 
Merely to apply to us, or immediately to give or hand to us blessing purchased, after 
it is purchased, is subordinate to the other two Persons, — is but a little thing to the 
purchasing of it by the paying an infinite price by Christ, by Christ’s offering up 
himself a sacrifice to procure it; and it is but a little thing to God the Father’s giving 
his infinitely dear Son to be a sacrifice for us to procure this good. But according to 
what has now been supposed, there is an equality. To be the wonderful love of God, 
is as much as for the Father and the Son to exercise wonderful love; and to be the 
thing purchased, is as much as to be the price that purchases it. The price, and the 
thing bought with that price, answer each other in value; and to be the excellent 
benefit offered, is as much as to offer such an excellent benefit. For the glory that 
belongs to him that bestows the gospel, arises from the excellency and value of the 
gift, and therefore the glory is equal to that excellency of the benefit. And so that 
Person that is that excellent benefit, has equal glory with him that bestows such an 
excellent benefit.”   

 
3.  Now we see why grace in the hearts of saints is called spiritual, where the other works 

of the Spirit are not:  because this divine principle in the saints is of the nature of the 
Spirit.   
a.  The Spirit works on and produces effects in the minds of unbelievers, such as 

convicting them of their sin and danger.   
b.  He may work on non-living things, such as when He moved on the face of the waters 

at the Creation.   
c.  But he communicates His holiness only to the saints, which is why the saints alone 

are called spiritual persons in Scripture.   
d.  “Men’s natural faculties and principles may be assisted by the operation of the Spirit 

of God on their minds, to enable them to exert those acts which, to a greater or lesser 
degree, they exert naturally. But the Spirit does not at all communicate himself in it 
in his own nature, which is divine love, any more than when he moved upon the face 
of the waters.”   

e.  If you are a Christian here this evening, you have an infinitely great blessing:  You 
are partakers of the divine nature:  God has put His fullness, His love, His Spirit in 
you.   

f.  Be thankful, and be sure that you treasure this blessing and communion you have 
with God.   


