
”The Soul Which Thirsts for God” 
(Psalm 63:  1-21 

Introduction: The Psalms are full of spiritual richness and 
insight into the heart of the Christian religion. In them you may 
find lamenting over the sin and wickedness of the heart, psalms of 
repentance over sin committed, sacred vows to worship the Lord if 
He will but deliver from danger, and the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
offered up in response to God’s redemption on their behalf. It is 
a book of the spiritual experiences of the people of God, and we 
would do well to study its pages for spiritual counsel and wisdom. 

The psalm that we will be looking at this evening reflects an 
experience of David that few seem to have today. David is in the 
wilderness of Judea, most likely at the time of his life when he 
was fleeing from his son Absalom when he came to take the kingdom 
by force and kill his father. At the beginning of this psalm, he 
is lamenting the fact that he is so far removed from Jerusalem, the 
city of the Great King, the place of the sanctuary of the Most Holy 
God of all creation. In the wilderness he yearns for God with an 
unquenchable hunger. He thirsts after God with a thirst not unlike 
one deprived of water for days. And what you need to see from this 
lament of David this evening is, 

A true Christian longs for God and the things of God far 
above all earthly treasures. 

I. The Heart of a True Christian Is Not Caught Up With Earthly 
Treasures. 
A. Those Things Which the World Holds to Be of Value Will Not 

Hold the Same Value for the Christian. 
1. When David was cast out of Jerusalem, that which he 

missed the most was the place of God’s worship. 
a. David was the king and had many riches in 

Jerusalem. 
(il David did not speak of missing the luxury of 

the palace. 

riches. 
(iil Neither did he lament the loss of his great 

b. These things had some value for him to be sure, but 
their importance pales next to the presence of God. 
(il He had far more than was necessary for his 

maintenance in Jerusalem. 
(iil And even out in the wilderness, his needs were 

still being met through God’s providence. 
(iiil The Scripture says, ”FOR WE HAVE BROUGHT 

NOTHING INTO THE WORLD, SO WE CANNOT TAKE 
ANYTHING OUT OF IT EITHER. AND IF WE HAVE 
FOOD AND COVERING, WITH THESE WE SHALL BE 
CONTENT” (1 Tim. 6:7-8). 

and the circumstances, but the one thing he 
missed was the place of his Lord’s presence. 

(ivl David was content with where the Lord had him 
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2. S o  too the Christian w i l l  not f i n d  wor ld l y  things to be 
of  the utmost importance. 

a. There are many things in  the w o r l d  which can entice 
the heart from God. 
(il The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes 

and the boastful pride of life sum it all up. 
These things are very alluring and can easily 
attract our affections because of the sin 
which indwells us. 

(iil 

b. But as a Christian you must not let  your heart 
embrace any of  the world's delicacies. 
(il The unregenerate man has no defense and is not 

inclined any other direction, so he spends all 
of his time trying to accumulate to himself 
the treasures of the world. 

(iil But you have a changed heart; your heart is to 
be directed to heaven and the things of heaven. 

The Lord blesses His people with wealth. 

comes from the Lord, but if your riches ever 
compete with your affections for God, then He 
will remove them from you and take away your 
power to regain them. 

(iiil You might say, "You're being too monastic! 

(ivl It is true that everything that you possess 

B.  The Fact that God Endows Even the Wicked Man With These 
Things, Means that They Cannot Be the True Riches. 
1 .  There have been many godless men who have been given 

power from the Lord to become rich. 
a. The wealthiest men who have ever lived have not 

b. Those who seem to be prospering the most are 

c. This was evident even to the psalmist who could not 

been Christians. 

involved in  a l l  manner of  ungodly activity. 

understand why the righteous man had i t  so bad and 
the wicked man so good. 
(il He says, "BUT AS FOR ME, MY FEET CAME CLOSE TO 

STUMBLING; MY STEPS HAD ALMOST SLIPPED. FOR I WAS 
ENVIOUS OF THE ARROGANT, AS I SAW THE PROSPERITY OF 
THE WICKED. FOR THERE ARE NO PAINS IN THEIR DEATH; 
AND THEIR BODY IS FAT. THEY ARE NOT IN TROUBLE AS 
OTHER MEN; NOR ARE THEY PLAGUED LIKE MANKIND. . . . 
BEHOLD THESE ARE THE WICKED; AND ALWAYS AT EASE, 
THEY HAVE INCREASED IN WEALTH. SURELY IN VAIN I 
HAVE KEPT MY HEART PURE, AND WASHED MY HANDS IN 
INNOCENCE; FOR I HAVE BEEN STRICKEN ALL DAY LONG, 
AND CHASTENED EVERY MORNING [Ps. 73:Z-6 ,  12-14). 

(iil But as he reflected upon the matter, it became 
evident that what the Lord had given to them 
was really not that important after all. He 
says, "WHEN I PONDERED TO UNDERSTAND THIS, IT 
WAS TROUBLESOME IN MY SIGHT UNTIL I CAME INTO 
THE SANCTUARY OF GOD; THEN I PERCEIVED THEIR 
END. SURELY THOU DOST SET THEM IN SLIPPERY 
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PLACES; THOU DOST CAST THEM DOWN TO 
DESTRUCTION. HOW THEY ARE DESTROYED IN A 
MOMENT! THEY ARE UTTERLY SWEPT AWAY BY SUDDEN 
TERRORS! LIKE A DREAM WHEN ONE AWAKES, 0 
LORD, WHEN AROUSED, THOU WILT DESPISE THEIR 
FORM” (Ps. 73:  16-20). 

2. If God gives these things to the heathen, then they 
cannot be worth very much in His eyes. 
a. God gives the worthless things of the world to the 

b. But He reserves the true riches for His people. 
c. And so your hearts are not to be caught up in the 

heathen. 

worthless things of the world. 

11. Rather the Heart of the True Christian Longs for God and the 
Things Which Bring Him Nearer to God. 

David calls upon the God of creation as his God. 
a. He does not cry out to the unknown god, as the 

b. He does not call upon a god with whom he has nothing to 

A. God Is the Greatest Treasure of the Christian. 
1.  

Athenians had worshiped on Mars Hill. 

do such as the seven sons of Sceva who tried to name the 
name of Jesus over one demon possessed and were chased 
out of the house beaten and naked. 

(il David lived each moment in the presence of 

(iil He loved Him so much that he sought to frame 

c. But he calls upon the One who is his God. 

God in intimate relationship. 

his whole life after the law of the One who 
had called him into communion with Himself. 

(iiil Yes, there were times when David forgot about his 
duty to love God, such as when he committed adultery 
with Bathsheba and had her husband Uriah killed. 

(ivl But the overarching pattern of his life was that of 
wholehearted commitment to love and serve God. 

2. It is not enough for the Christian to be in an abstract 
relationship with God; he must be personally and 
intimately in union with Him. 
a. God is not a principle or a name that we speak of 

and teach about. 
(il We do not worship the Bible and the doctrines 

it teaches for their sake alone. 

Himself in His Word. 
(iil But we seek to know the God who has revealed 

b. He is a person; and you as Christians are in a 
personal relationship with Him through Christ. 
(il Christ came that He might bring us to God. 

a filial relationship with His Father. 

Is your life given to Him as a fragrant aroma, 
and acceptable sacrifice? 

that Christ exhibited with the Father? 

(iil He came that He might bring His people into 

(iiil Are you in a personal relationship with God? 
(ivl 

(vl Does your life demonstrate that personal intimacy 
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(vil God is your Father. You are His children by 
adoption. Does your spirit cry out in love 
”Abba, Father” to Him? 
To pretend to love and worship Him will do you 
no good whatsoever. 

soul, and strength, with all that’s within you. 

(viil 

(viiil You must love Him with all your heart, mind 

(ixl God is the greatest treasure of the Christian. 

B. Secondly, the Christian Longs for Anything that Brings Him 
Nearer to His Lord. 
1.  David longed above anything else to be brought closer 

to his Lord in the wilderness. 
a. He vowed that he would seek the Lord with earnestness. 

(il Not that he would merely seek Him, but that he 
would seek Him earnestly. 
The reality of his relationship was evidenced 
by his personal zeal for God. 

(iil 

b. He remembers the beauty of worshiping God in the 
sanctuary and longs for a glimpse of His glory 
again even in the wilderness. 
(il David could not forget the beauty of the true 

worship of the living God. 
(iil And so, even here when he is cut off from the 

public worship of God and the religious 
symbols of His presence, he still longs for 
him with all his heart and soul. 

c. His soul was so thirsty for God that he could feel 
the yearning in his flesh. 
(il The soul and body of man are so intimately 

united, that when one is greatly affected, it 
also affects the other. 
David had such a longing in his soul for that 
refreshment which only being in God’s presence 
could bring that he felt as though his flesh 
was starved and parched. 

wilderness apart from those things he needed 
to sustain his life for days. 

(ivl He must have God, he will have God, or he will die. 

(iil 

(iiil It was as if he was in the middle of the 

2. Christian, you as well must long for the things which 
God has provided to bring you closer to Him in the 
midst of this spiritual wilderness. 
a. Does the spiritual vacuum in our land cause you to 

yearn for God? 
(il We do not live in a literal wilderness such as 

the one that David wandered in. 

the kingdom of darkness has wreaked a great 
deal of havoc. 

country trouble your soul? 

(iil But we do live in a spiritual wasteland where 

(iiil Do all the abortions taking place in our 

(ivl Does the incessant fornication, adultery, 
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assault and battery, molestation, robbery, and 
vandalism dry up your spirit? 
And do you see the drought even in the 
Christian community, with Christians seeking 
after their own things rather than the Lord’s. 

(vil Do you feel that your soul is in the midst of 
the wilderness and do you long as David to see 
His power and His glory manifested in your 
life and in the life of God’s covenant 
community? 

(vl 

b. If so, you, like David, will earnestly seek after 
God. 
(il If your heart yearns for God you will seek the 

Lord earnestly in prayer. 
God’s people know instinctively that prayer is 
the right response to every difficulty. 
God has opened up His throne of grace by 
giving to you a gracious Mediator, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
And when you come to the Father in the 
Name of His Son, He hears and answers your 
prayers. 
Why don’t we pray more than we do? Why 
don’t we avail ourselves of this most 
precious resource? 
Maybe the Lord needs to bring more trials 
into our lives to drive us to our knees 
in prayer to seek Him. 
He often does this for this very purpose. 
But remember, the longing of your soul 
for God will never be quenched if you 
neglect this most personal communication 
with your Father. 

(iil If you really love God you will long to meet 
with Him in His worship services. 

To come and worship the Lord will be 
foremost on your heart. 
You are not coming to church to please 
the pastor or the elders or anyone else. 
The Lord has bidden you to come and 
worship Him, and as a Christian it is 
your duty to render Him the praise and 
glory which is His due. 
And so you come and sing psalms of praise 
to the Lord; you lift up your voice to 
the King of kings to honor Him. 
You seek the Lord as a body of Christians 
that the Lord would be glorified in your 
life and in the lives of your brethren in 
the world. 
And you pay close attention to the 
exposition of God’s word because it is 
the word of your Sovereign Lord, and 
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serving and pleasing Him is foremost in 
your heart . 

(gl Why don’t we take more pleasure in the 
worship of God than we do? 
forgotten who it is who called us here 
and how much we ought to be thankful that 
we’re not on the outside without Christ 
and without hope. 

Maybe we’ve 

(iiil If you really yearn for the Lord, you will 
long to fellowship with those who are 
recreated in His image. 
(a) You will not want to spend close, 

intimate time with those in the world. 
(bl Bad company corrupts good morals. 
(cl On the other hand, godly company will 

engender godly character. 
(dl And so you will seek out those who are 

close to the heart of your Savior and 
spend time with them. 

to live more fully for God. 
(el And through this, you will be encouraged 

(ivl But you will also seek someone as your closest 
friend who is more mature in the Lord. 

All of you ought to have someone that you 
can look to as a mature spiritual 
advisor, a mentor, one that you can feel 
free to open your heart with and who will 
not condemn you for your weaknesses but 
encourage and strengthen you. 
And as you spend time with this person, 
you will see yourself becoming more like 
Christ. 
But such individuals are difficult to 
find. So another thing that can be very 
helpful is to fellowship with the old 
Puritan divines through their writings. 
Though they are with the Lord, yet they 
still speak and breathe of whole-hearted 
devotion to God through their many books. 
There are many excellent books out there 
which can be of immense benefit to your 
Christian walk, and can draw you closer 
to your Savior. 
And it is only because these men are like 
the Lord Jesus, and seek His glory above 
all, that their fellowship should be desired. 

lastly, if you really have the Lord as 
your chiefest delight, then even if you should 
be cut off from the things of God because of 
trial or persecution, you will still long for 
God and your faith will not abate. 
(a) You will not be spiritually minded only 

when you are attending to the worship 
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service of God. 
You will not revert back to a worldly 
mode of thinking and living once you 
return to your home. 
But you will live as Christians wherever 
you may be, and not only when it is 
expected of you. 
Realize that Jesus calls you to live for 
Him wherever you are and at all times. 
Call upon the strength which Christ 
supplies and take advantage of every 
means He has given to the nourishing of 
your faith and love. 
This is the full expression of a sou 
which thirsts for God. 
This is what it means to be a true 
Christian. Amen. 


