
“The Sons of the Prophets” 
(Acts 3:18-26)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We understand by now that the Bible is a history of God’s work of redemption:   

a.  That is the theme or the purpose that shapes the Bible, or more accurately, 

that shapes the history it records.   

b.  God created all that He has and does what He does for His glory; but the way 

He has chosen to glorify His name, that plan that will eventually reveal all 

His glory to us and to the world, has primarily to do with His plan to save His 

people through a Redeemer, Christ the Lord.   

c.  This is why we continue to see more and more about the Messiah:   

(i)  Why we see the revelation of His coming in the first place through the 

curse God pronounced on the serpent of the coming seed who would crush 

the head of the serpent.   

(ii)  Why we see the promise made to Abraham of the coming seed through 

whom all the nations will be blessed.   

(iii)  Why we see the types and shadows, the prophecies and promises.   

(iv)  The Lord was pointing forward to that redemptive event that would 

reveal His glory above all the others.   

 

2.  Last week, we considered not only that the Lord was pointing to Christ’s 

coming, but that Christ Himself often appeared in the Old Testament to move 

His work forward.   

a.  He was at work behind the scenes as He stood up for Adam and Eve and 

everyone of His children as their Mediator to reconcile them to God.   

b.  But He also appeared many times to reveal something of the glory that would 

be His when He came:   

(i)  Such as His appearance to Moses, Aaron and Miriam to show that He 

takes obedience seriously, that He disciplines His children that they might 

share in His holiness, and that in His coming into the world in the fullness 

of time, how His work would bring His children near in a close friendship 

with the Father and with Himself that would last for all eternity.   

(ii)  Or such as His appearance to Moses on Mount Sinai, where He showed 

us the love, mercy and grace His incarnation would bring, the glory He 

would receive for His work, and the glory that would be ours if we would 

only trust in Him.   

(iii)  The Lord was at work then, as He is now, for our good, that He might 

reveal His glory, and in doing so, that we might be saved from our sins.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’ll see something else the Lord established in the Old 

Covenant to reveal His coming and advance His work:  the sons of the prophets.   
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a.  The sons of the prophets are not the children of the prophets, as we usually 

think of children following their parents, as the kings did.   

b.  Rather, they were children in the sense that they submitted themselves as 

students or disciples to a school that would prepare them for the office, if 

they Lord should call them.   

c.  This was simply another way the Lord increased the light of His coming to 

Israel, to get them ready.   

 

2.  We’ll consider three things:   

a.  First, that this was not the beginning of the prophetic gift, since the Lord had 

already established the office of prophet.   

b.  But second, that it was the establishing of a school of prophets that would 

provide an unbroken line of prophets to Israel.   

c.  And finally, the reason He did this was to give His people a greater light to 

prepare them for the coming of His Son.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the prophetic gift did not begin with the sons of the prophets.   

1.  Very early on, when the people of God were few, the Lord spoke directly to 

them as He did to Adam and Cain.   

2.  But as men continued to multiply on the earth, as well as their evil, the Lord 

began to speak to them through prophets.   

a.  Enoch prophesied the Lord’s coming – an event that would take place at the 

very end of human history –  to the wicked of his day, “It was also about 

these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, 

saying, ‘Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, to 

execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly 

deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things 

which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him’” (Jude 1:14-15).   

b.  Noah also prophesied of the coming destruction of the world.  Peter writes, 

“God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and 

committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; and did not spare 

the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with 

seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly” (2 Pet. 

2:4-5).   

c.  The Lord called men even in those early days to herald His message.   

 

3.  Abraham was also a prophet.   

a.  The Lord said to Abimelech in a dream, after he had taken Sarah to add to his 

harem, “Now therefore, restore the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he 

will pray for you and you will live.  But if you do not restore her, know that 

you shall surely die, you and all who are yours” (Gen. 20:7).   

b.  Abraham didn’t prophesy in the sense of foretelling the future, but he was 

one who represented God to this heathen king.   

 

4.  Other examples.   
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a.  Neither Isaac nor Jacob were prophets, but their blessings on their sons 

certainly were prophetic.   

b.  Joseph didn’t prophesy, but he did interpret the dreams the Lord gave to 

Pharaoh.   

c.  When the Lord sent Moses into Egypt to deliver His people, He appointed 

Aaron as Moses prophet (Ex. 7:1):  “Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘See, I 

make you as God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet.  

You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall speak 

to Pharaoh that he let the sons of Israel go out of his land” (Ex. 7:1-2).  This 

shows us something of what a prophet does.   

d.  The Lord implied that there were prophets when He disciplined Aaron and 

Miriam for their criticism of Moses:  “He said, ‘Hear now My words:  If 

there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, shall make Myself known to him 

in a vision.  I shall speak with him in a dream.  Not so, with My servant 

Moses, he is faithful in all My household; with him I speak mouth to mouth, 

even openly, and not in dark sayings, and he beholds the form of the LORD.  

Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant, against Moses?’” 

(Num. 12:6-8).   

e.  Miriam, Moses’ sister was a prophetess (Ex. 15:20), as was Deborah (Judges 

4:4); and there were other prophets during the time of the Judges (6:7-10).   

f.  The prophetic gift and office existed almost from the very beginning – the 

Lord called men to represent Him and bring His message either of blessing or 

of judgment.   

 

B.  But there came a time when the Lord established a school of the prophets that 

formed an unbroken succession in Israel.   

1.  Before He established this school, there weren’t many communications from the 

Lord.   

a.  We read in 1 Samuel 3:1, “Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the 

LORD before Eli.  And word from the LORD was rare in those days, visions 

were infrequent.”   

b.  At that time, the church would have been more dependent on prophets, since 

God’s revelation wasn’t yet complete.  Prophecy was needed, but scarce.   

 

2.  But this all changed with Samuel.   

a.  He was the beginning of a succession of prophets.   

(i)  This succession would continue almost without interruption until the time 

of Malachi, as our text reminds us, “And likewise, all the prophets who 

have spoken, from Samuel and his successors onward, also announced 

these days” (Acts 3:24).   

(ii)  There were prophets after Samuel:  Nathan, Gad, Iddo, Heman, Asaph 

and others.   

(iii)  There were prophets in Solomon’s day (Abijah), as well as during those 

of Jeroboam and Rehoboam, until the captivity.   

(iv)  The Lord raised up prophets during the captivity:  Ezekiel and Daniel.   
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(v)  And after the captivity, He raised up prophets:  Zechariah, Haggai, and 

Malachi.   

 

b.  One of the ways He supplied these prophets was by establishing a school of 

the prophets, where young men would sit under a great prophet, to study 

God’s Word and to prepare them for the office, if the Lord should call them.   

(i)  The students were called the sons of the prophets.   

(ii)  Samuel was the first instructor of this school:  “Then Saul sent 

messengers to take David, but when they saw the company of the prophets 

prophesying, with Samuel standing and presiding over them, the Spirit of 

God came upon the messengers of Saul; and they also prophesied” (1 

Sam. 19:20).   

(iii)  Elijah also appears to have been the head of this school, as was Elisha, 

who was very likely chosen from this school to succeed Elijah.   

(a)  When the prophets saw that Elisha had a double portion of the Spirit 

that was on Elijah – a double portion being the privilege of the first-

born – they submitted to him as their new master:  “Now when the sons 

of the prophets who were at Jericho opposite him saw him, they said, 

‘The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.’  And they came to meet him and 

bowed themselves to the ground before him” (2 Kings 2:15).   

(b)  As their master, he was responsible to take care of them.   

(1)  He took the care of providing food for them:  “When Elisha 

returned to Gilgal, there was a famine in the land.  As the sons of the 

prophets were sitting before him, he said to his servant, ‘Put on the 

large pot and boil stew for the sons of the prophets.’  Then one went 

out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine and gathered 

from it his lap full of wild gourds, and came and sliced them into the 

pot of stew, for they did not know what they were.  So they poured it 

out for the men to eat.  And as they were eating of the stew, they 

cried out and said, ‘O man of God, there is death in the pot.’  And 

they were unable to eat.  But he said, ‘Now bring meal.’  He threw it 

into the pot and said, ‘Pour it out for the people that they may eat.’  

Then there was no harm in the pot.  Now a man came from Baal-

shalishah, and brought the man of God bread of the first fruits, 

twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack.  And he 

said, ‘Give them to the people that they may eat.’  His attendant 

said, ‘What, will I set this before a hundred men?’  But he said, 

‘Give them to the people that they may eat, for thus says the LORD, 

“They shall eat and have some left over.”’  So he set it before them, 

and they ate and had some left over, according to the word of the 

LORD” (2 Kings 4:38-44).   

(2)  And shelter, “Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, ‘Behold 

now, the place before you where we are living is too limited for us.  

Please let us go to the Jordan and each of us take from there a beam, 

and let us make a place there for ourselves where we may live.’ So 

he said, ‘Go’” (2 Kings 6:1-2).   
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(3)  These schools existed in several places:  Ramah, Bethel, Gilgal, 

Gibeah, and Jericho.   

 

(iv)  There seemed to be many students in these schools.   

(a)  We just read of 100 students in the school of Elisha.   

(b)  During Elijah’s ministry, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the 

Lord during Ahab’s reign, Obadiah hid 100 of them to save their lives, 

“Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly; for when Jezebel destroyed 

the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid 

them by fifties in a cave, and provided them with bread and water” (1 

Kings 18:3-4).   

 

(v)  When the Lord called a prophet, He seems to have called them from 

these schools.  

(a)  This is implied in what Amos says about his calling, as well as the fact 

that there were exceptions:  “Then Amos replied to Amaziah, ‘I am not 

a prophet, nor am I the son of a prophet; for I am a herdsman and a 

grower of sycamore figs.  But the LORD took me from following the 

flock and the LORD said to me, “Go prophesy to My people Israel”’” 

(Amos 7:14-15).   

(b)  The Lord usually called prophets from among the sons of the 

prophets, but in Amos’ case, He didn’t.   

(c)  It seems these schools were like seminaries where preachers were 

trained for ministry.   

(d)  The Lord Jesus followed this pattern as He called disciples to follow 

Him:  He was the master, and they were His students.  In one sense, we 

are all His students, which is why we are called sons of God and 

Christians.   

(e)  The exceptions, such as Amos, are like the men the Lord called 

without any formal training, such as a Spurgeon.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider why the sons of the prophets existed.  What was their 

purpose?   

1.  Their main work was to foreshadow Christ and His redemption, both by way of 

their office and through the exercise of their office, to prepare for His coming.   

a.  “But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the 

prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled” (Acts 3:18).   

b.  “And likewise, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and his 

successors onward, also announced these days” (Acts 3:24).   

c.  “Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who 

believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins” (Acts 10:43).   

 

2.  The Old Testament church did not have the direct light of Christ, but they had 

that light indirectly through types, shadows and prophecies.   

a.  These prophets were like so many mirrors reflecting the light of the sun.  

They looked ahead and spoke of Christ.   
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b.  And while they were preparing for their office, they also studied the 

prophecies about the Christ and tried to understand them, “As to this 

salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you 

made careful searches and inquiries, seeking to know what person or time the 

Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of 

Christ and the glories to follow.  It was revealed to them that they were not 

serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced 

to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent 

from heaven -- things into which angels long to look” (1 Pet. 1:10-12).   

c.  This was the first time the Lord had done anything like this, and again it was 

to advance His work of redemption:  to point to Christ and to prepare His 

way.   

 

3.  In closing, we need to realize:   

a.  The foretelling function of the prophet is no longer necessary since Christ has 

given us a full and final revelation through Himself and His prophets and 

apostles:  we have the clear light of the sun.   

b.  But the forth telling or declarative function of the prophet still exists:  their 

successors are the ministers of the Gospel:   

(i)  They are God’s messengers, equipped with His Word and called to herald 

His message to His people:  both the message of promised blessing and of 

warnings of judgment.   

(ii)  Our responsibility is to receive what they have to say as they declare to 

us God’s will.   

(iii)  Remember, they are appointed by God, as these sons of the prophets, 

that you might know and be encouraged to listen to God’s truth and to put 

your trust in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.   

(iv)  Are you trusting in Him this morning?  Does your life show that you are 

through your repentance and loving obedience?  If not, then come to Him 

today and be saved.   

(v)  And for those of you who do know Him, let’s pray that He would call 

many more faithful men to this work that His kingdom might advance.  

Amen.   


