
 

“The Secret Things Belong to the Lord” 
(Deuteronomy 29:29) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  This morning we were considering the fact that so many people make their plans 
and seek to carry them out without ever giving what the Lord wants even so much as a thought.  
Now certainly this should not be true for us as Christians.  If there is one thing we should have 
learned by this time, it is that all that we do we are to do for God’s glory.  This means that we 
should be searching the Bible daily to find out God’s will for our lives.  God has given to us 
everything we need to know to serve, honor and glorify Him in no matter what we do.  It is all 
in His Word.  But this knowledge does not come without a battle.  We need constantly to fight 
our indwelling corruption as it seeks to move us away from diligent study and to distort what we 
do know to constantly move us away from the path of holiness and truth.   
 But we also saw this morning the other element of God’s will, the other sense in which it 
is used in the Bible.  God’s will may not only mean what He commands, but also what He plans.  
What He commands is called His will of command, or His preceptive will, or His revealed will, 
although this last term, as we shall see can also include other things.  What He plans is called 
His decretive will or His secret will.  We have to be attuned to the fact that there are these two 
senses in which the phrase “the will of God” is used, or we will surely become confused when 
we read the Scriptures.  Interestingly enough, our text this evening combines both ideas.   
 In this passage, the Lord is entering into covenant with His people Israel.  He is actually 
renewing the covenant as they prepare to be brought into the land of Promise.  In it, He warns 
them not to follow the practice of the nations whose land they are inheriting.  Yet, in spite of His 
warning, He also reveals to them that they will do exactly that, and that for their infidelity, the 
Lord will bring the curses upon them.  Afterwards, however, He will have mercy on them and 
cause them to turn back to Him and bring them back to the land.  Now we might ask ourselves 
the question, “Why did the Lord do all these great and mighty deeds on their behalf, and redeem 
them out of the land of Egypt by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and then not give them 
the grace they needed to follow Him with a whole heart, but allow them to turn after and follow 
these abominable gods?”  The answer is, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the 
things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this 
law.”  There are things which we will not know about God’s plan until they are completed.  We 
must wait for the answers to these questions.  But there are things which He has revealed to us, 
and these are enough for us now to live by and enough for us now to be saved by.   
 Here we have this distinction made between the secret and revealed will of God.  And 
this is what I want for us to consider this evening as we see that,  
 
 God’s decretive will is known only to Him, but His revealed will has been made known 
to us that we might live according to it.   
 
I.  First, the Bible teaches us that God does indeed have a secret will.  This is to say that 

God has a specific plan from all eternity.   
A.  We must remember that God has an infinite mind.  He has infinite knowledge.   

1.  This means that there is no limit to what He knows.   
2.  He knows all things which have been, are, or shall be.   
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3.  He even knows all things which might take place under any given circumstances.  
Since we have seen these things in the past, we won’t take time to dwell on them now.   

4.  To put it simply, since God has all knowledge, there is nothing which He can learn or 
discover.  Everything has been to Him as though it has already taken place from all 
eternity.   
 

B.  But God not only has infinite knowledge, and knows all things in advance, because of 
who and what He is, He has also made certain choices in eternity as to what He would do 
about what He knows.   
1.  Knowing that there were things which would take place in the future, God either 

approved of them, or He did not approve of them.   
2.  If God did not approve of it, or did not want something to take place, he does not allow 

it to take place.  Certainly no one would argue that God is not able to stop something 
from happening which He does not want to happen.   

3.  But if something does take place, it is because it is pleasing to God that it does take 
place.  This pleasure of God, in the taking place of certain things, is called His 
decretive will.   

4.  Edwards put it this way, “All that own the being of a God [that is, all who believe that 
God exists] own that he knows all things beforehand.  Now it is self-evident, that if he 
knows all things beforehand, he either doth approve of them, or he doth not approve of 
them; that is, he is either willing they should be, or is not willing they should be” 
(Works 13:175).   

5.  No one who believes in God will argue the fact that God knows all things in advance.  
Now if He knows what is going to happen, and then lets it happen, it must mean that He 
approved of its taking place.  Otherwise, He would have stopped it.  But to approve of 
something, and to will that it take place is the same thing.  Therefore, if something 
takes place, it must be the will of God.   

6.  This, by the way, is the Achilles heal of the Arminian belief that God does not decree 
whatsoever comes to pass.  If God know certainly what is going to happen in the 
future, then it is impossible that it not take place.  For that reason, a movement started a 
few years ago within the Arminian camp which denies that God knows all things in 
advance.  Foreknowledge, in their mind, is fatal to human freedom.  If God knows all 
things in advance, then they will take place, and it can’t happen otherwise.  And if it 
can’t happen otherwise, then man must not have a free choice in the matter.  Therefore 
they deny such knowledge in God.   

7.  But this raises the even bigger problem of God’s infinity.  If God does not know all 
things, and there are things which God can learn, then God does not have infinite 
knowledge.  And if God does not have infinite knowledge, then He is finite, and He is 
not God.  To deny God’s infinite knowledge is to deny God.  And to deny God raises 
the inescapable problem of denying Christ, for Christ is the Son of God.   

8.  How far can someone be off when it comes to believing in the true God?  It is true that 
not everyone knows all about God when they come to Him.  Does this mean that if 
they are wrong in some area about Him that they cannot be saved?  No.  For one thing 
we will never have a perfect knowledge about God.  If a perfect knowledge of God was 
necessary for salvation, then no one could be saved.   

9.  However, if someone knows that the Bible teaches something about God, and yet they 
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are unwilling to believe it, that person cannot be saved.  It would be the same thing as a 
person knowing that God commanded a certain thing, but was unwilling to do it.  That 
person is not submissive to God’s command, and is therefore a rebel.  And no one who 
refuses to bend the knee to the sovereign Lord of the universe is a converted man.  This 
is not to say, however, that there are not true Christians who struggle with obedience.  
But the difference is that the unconverted man doesn’t struggle.  He just refuses to do 
what God commands.   
 

C.  But the point is that the Bible tells us plainly that God knows all things and that He has 
planned all things in advance.   
1.  David, in Psalm 139, wrote, “O LORD, Thou hast searched me and known me.  Thou 

dost know when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost understand my thought from 
afar.  Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down, and art intimately acquainted 
with all my ways.  Even before there is a word on my tongue, behold, O LORD, Thou 
dost know it all.  Thou hast enclosed me behind and before, and laid Thy hand upon 
me.  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is too high, I cannot attain to it. . . .  
Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in Thy book they were all written, 
the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of them.  How 
precious also are Thy thoughts to me, O God!  How vast is the sum of them!  If I 
should count them, they would outnumber the sand.  When I awake, I am still with 
Thee” (vv. 1-6, 16-18).   

2.  Here, we see both the infinite extent of His knowledge, as well as His sovereign 
ordination of David’s days, when as yet there was not one of them.   

3.  But lest we think that God’s plan extends only to David, Paul writes that it is universal, 
“Also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His 
purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11).   

4.  God is clearly said to work all things after the counsel of His own will.  He does what 
He wants to do.   

5.  It is in this sense that we saw it in our text this morning.  James wrote, “Instead, you 
ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this or that’” (James 4:15).  If 
God will let us, we will do it.   

6.  This is how it is often used in the Scripture.   
a.  Paul wrote to the church at Rome that he was praying, “If perhaps now at last by the 

will of God I may succeed in coming to you” (1:10).   
b.  Paul wrote that the Spirit of God “intercedes for the saints according to the will of 

God” (8:27).   
c.  These are the things which we cannot know, the things which are hidden in God’s 

secret counsels, these are “the secret things” which “belong to the Lord our God.”   
 
II.  But there is another sense in which God wills.  It is called His revealed will.   

A.  What is the will of God for your life?   
1.  Well, that depends on what you mean.   

a.  If you are talking about what has God planned for you to do in this life, that is 
something which is not revealed in the Bible, and something which you will have to 
wait to the end of your life to see.  And even then you will not fully know the effects 
of your life on the world until the final day of judgment.   
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b.  But yet there is another sense in which that question can be answered.   
 

2.  God’s will is what He has told you to do in Scripture.  It is what He has commanded.   
a.  Paul writes, “For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain 

from sexual immorality; that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in 
sanctification and honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know 
God” (1 Thes. 4:3-5).   

b.  He writes again, “Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; 
for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thes. 5:16-18).   

c.  And again, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the 
flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; not by way 
of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from 
the heart” (Eph. 6:5-6).   

d.  In each of these cases it is clear what the will of God is.  It is revealed.   
e.  God’s revealed will includes every command which He gives to us in Scripture.  

And because it is revealed, you may know what it is.   
 

3.  But there is still another sense in which God’s revealed will is used.  It can also refer 
to the things which He has shown you from His secret will as it has been worked out in 
your life.   
a.  You know from what we have seen that God has a secret will, and included in that 

secret will is His plan for your life.   
b.  At the beginning of your life you didn’t know what that was.  Maybe at that time 

you sought after it, wanting to yield yourself to whatever the Lord had for you.   
c.  And now, having reached middle age or old age, you can look back and see what it 

is that He had planned, for what has taken place is what He planned.   
d.  This is what Paul means when he writes, “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 

will of God, and Timothy our brother” (Col. 1:1).  Paul did not know when he was 
being raised in the school of Gamaliel that he would one day be an apostle of Jesus 
Christ.  But since it had taken place, he knew that it was God’s will.   

 
B.  Now as I’ve said, if you don’t recognize that there are two senses in which the phrase 

“the will of God” is used, you will be confused as to what the Scripture says.   
1.  This is what the Arminians have done.   

a.  Again, Edwards writes, “The Arminians ridicule our distinction of the secret and 
revealed will of God, or more properly expressed, our distinction between the decree 
and law [of God], because we say he may decree one thing and command another; 
and so they say we hold contrariety and contradiction in God, as if one will of his 
contradicted and was directly contrary to another.  But however, if they will call this 
a contradiction of wills, we do certainly and absolutely know that there is such a 
thing, so that it is the greatest absurdity to dispute about it.   

 “We and they [know it was] God’s secret will that Abraham should not sacrifice his 
son, but yet his command was to do it.  [We] do certainly know that God willed that 
Pharaoh’s heart should be hardened, and yet that hardness of heart was his sin.  We 
do know that God willed that [the] Egyptians should hate God’s people.  Ps. 105:25, 
‘He turned their heart to hate his people and deal subtilely with his servants.’  We 
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do know that it was God’s will that Absalom should lie with David’s wives.  2 Sam. 
12:11-12, ‘Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine 
own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes and give them unto thy 
neighbor; and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun.  For thou didst it 
secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.’  We do 
certainly know that God willed that Jeroboam and the ten tribes should rebel.  The 
same, we know, may be said of the plunder of the Babylonians; and other instances 
might be given.  The Scripture plainly tells us that God wills to harden some men 
(Rom. 9:18), that Christ should be killed by men, [etc.]” (Works 203-4).   

b.  This quotation, with its Scripture references, shows us that God commands, and He 
decrees, and that sometimes in His decree He wills the breach of His commands.  
God commanded Pharaoh to let His people go.  But God also willed that his heart be 
hardened so that he would not let them go.   

c.  God sometimes wills not to hinder the breaking of His commandments, so that more 
good will come from it.  God did not hinder Adam from taking of the tree and eating 
it, because of the glory He would receive, because of the glory He would give to His 
Son, and because of the great and eternal kingdom He would bestow upon His elect.  
God did not hinder Joseph’s brothers from selling him as a slave into Egypt, because 
it was His plan to provide for them there throughout the famine, and to bring them 
forth from there years later by a might hand and outstretched arm, in order to glorify 
His name.  God did not hinder the Jews and Gentiles from crucifying His Son, in 
order that He might satisfy His justice for a great multitude which no man can 
number, and give those whom Christ saved by this means to Him as a reward.   

d.  In each of these cases God’s express command was contrary to what He secretly 
had purposed.  God may incline towards the violation of His will, if by so doing He 
can bring about greater good.   

e.  Understand that this does not make God the author of sin.  Whenever He allows the 
breach of His commandments, He does not approve of the evil that is committed.  
He only uses it and overrules it for His good and holy purposes.   

 
2.  Certain ambiguities might be cleared up in Scripture when we recognize this 

distinction.   
a.  There are passages which seem to indicate that God does not want any to perish, but 

that all should come to repentance.  Paul writes in 1 Timothy 2:3-4, after telling us 
that we should pray for kings and for all men, “This is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.”  Now perhaps this is referring to God’s elect, and this is 
certainly true of them.  But it also appears to be referring to those who are not of the 
elect.  But does God, who decreed that many would be lost, desire that they be 
saved?   

b.  We mustn’t forget what the Scripture tells us.  Christ wept over Jerusalem, when 
the leaders and the vast majority of the Jews rejected Him, and as He pronounced the 
doom that would fall upon them (Matt. 23:37-38).  He seemed to be sincerely 
grieved over their unbelief.   

c.  The Lord expressly tells us in Ezekiel 33:11, “Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the 
Lord GOD, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked 
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turn from his way and live.  Turn back, turn back from your evil ways!  Why then 
will you die, O house of Israel?’”  But why wouldn’t God take pleasure in the death 
of the wicked if He had so planned that they would die in their sins?   

d.  First, we must acknowledge that God has commanded all men everywhere to repent 
and to believe, hasn’t He?  Therefore it is His will that they do so.   

e.  Secondly, we must also understand that if a man turns from his sins and does what 
is right, that, in and of itself, is pleasing to God.  God delights in righteousness.   

f.  Thirdly, if a man dies in his sins and suffers the penalty for it, God does not delight 
in that man’s destruction.  God takes no pleasure in the suffering of His creatures.   

g.  However, we also know that sometimes God inclines towards allowing the breach 
of His commands, so that He might bring about a greater good.  So that, although 
God does not delight in the destruction of men, but does delight in their obedience, 
He will allow them to perish in their sin, in order to bring about a greater good.  In 
order to understand this, we again need to realize that man is not the chief end of the 
creation, but God is.  It may not work out for man’s greater good in general, but it 
will work out for God’s greater glory and the greater good for His elect.   

 
3.  But having said all this, and having recognized that there is a secret will and a revealed 

will of God, we must understand the point again that we must live according to what is 
known and not what is unknown to us.   
a.  We cannot live according to God’s decree any more than to the degree to which it is 

revealed.  If the Lord has shown you through the circumstances of  life in His 
Providence what it is He wants you to do in particular circumstances, or for your 
life’s vocation, then you must do it with all your might unto Him.   

b.  Beyond this, do not try and probe into that will.  You cannot know anything of 
God’s secrets beyond what He is pleased to reveal.   

c.  But with regard to His revealed will, God requires that each of us live according to 
it.  Moses wrote, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things 
revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of 
this law.”   

d.  God has shown us His will that we might observe it, that we might live in a way 
which is pleasing and agreeable to His holy nature.  This is one of the main 
purposes in His giving it to us in the first place, that it might be a means to know 
what His pleasure is.  And we should consider it a blessing to have it.   

e.  But, as Moses says, He has not only given it to us, but to our children as well.  
Therefore we are teach them to observe the holy ways of the Lord, that His blessing 
might rest upon them.   

f.  People of God, may these truths help bring balance to our lives, that knowing the 
will of God, we might live according to that will, that we might experience His 
blessings through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

 


