
“The Schoolmaster” 
(Galatians 3)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last Lord’s Day, we considered how the Lord called Israel out of Egypt to be His 

peculiar people.   

a.  Up until that time, the worship of the true God continued, at least in Abraham’s more 

extended family.   

(i)  We saw examples from the descendants of his brother, Nahor:   

(a)  The Lord was worshipped in the land of Uz where Job lived, which was named 

after Nahor’s son, Uz.   

(b)  Elihu, the Buzite, one of Job’s comforters, was descended from Nahor’s son, 

Buz.   

(c)  We don’t know Job’s family connections, but we do know he feared God and 

was blameless (Job 1:1).   

(d)  This shows us that to some degree the true religion was kept up in Abraham’s 

family line.   

 

(ii)  There were also worshippers of God from Abraham’s second wife, Keturah.   

(a)  Bildad the Shuhite was descended from Shuah, Abraham’s son from Keturah 

(Gen. 25:1-2).   

(b)  And there was Jethro, the priest of Midian.   

(1)  Midian was another of Abraham’s sons by Keturah.   

(2)  Abraham undoubtedly continued to circumcise his sons and to raise them in 

the ways of the Lord.   

(3)  This would explain how Jethro could be a priest, how Moses could marry 

his daughter, and why Moses would later listen to his counsel.   

 

b.  But it does appear that the Lord finally closed the door on worship outside of Israel at 

the time of the Exodus.   

(i)  Now He set Abraham’s offspring, through Isaac and Jacob, entirely apart, to be 

His exclusive possession for the next 1500 years.   

(ii)  Now if anyone wanted to seek the Lord, they would have to come to Israel.   

 

2.  We saw that the Lord did this to prepare the way for His Son.   

a.  He shut the Gentiles out in the darkness to show them that they couldn’t save 

themselves through their own efforts.   

b.  He would even shut Israel out later for their rejection of the Messiah, also to show 

them how completely dependent they are on Him for His mercy.   

c.  Paul writes, “For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to 

all” (Rom. 11:32).   

d.  God did this to make the light of His Gospel all the more glorious, that He might draw 

all the more attention to His mercy and grace.   

e.  Remember, God made everything that He has to reveal His glory.   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see what may be the reason the Lord chose this time to give the 

Gentiles over to darkness:  the giving of the Law.   

a.  After the Lord led His people out of Egypt, He brought them to Mt. Sinai.   

b.  It was here that He gave them His moral and ceremonial law (and even portions of His 

judicial law).   

c.  Both of these would be a witness to Israel for many years as a teacher to lead them to 

Christ.   

 

2.  This morning, we’ll consider how the Law is a schoolmaster to lead us to Christ:  we’ll 

see three things:   

a.  First, God gave His Moral Law at Sinai to teach the Israelites that they needed the 

Messiah.   

b.  Second, God gave them the moral law to teach them how they were to live and that 

they needed Christ as their Sanctifier.   

c.  Finally, God gave them the Ceremonial Law as a teacher to point them to Christ for 

His mercy by providing pictures of His person and work.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, God gave His Moral Law at Sinai to teach the Israelites that they needed the Messiah.    

1.  God’s giving of the Moral Law actually had two purposes.   

a.  It served as a repetition of the Covenant of Works.   

b.  And it constituted the rule of life that God’s people needed to follow that they might 

finally enter heaven.  

 

2.  Let’s consider it, first, as a republication of the Covenant of Works.   

a.  The Lord originally made this Law known to Adam and Eve.   

(i)  He may not have spoken it to them in so many words, but He wrote it on their 

hearts, gave them the power to keep it (the Holy Spirit), and a command, which if 

broken, would end in their breaking all the commandments.   

(ii)  If they kept this commandment, they would have “merited” eternal life.  But if 

they broke it, they would die.   

(a)  We need to use this word “merited” very carefully here, since Adam’s 

obedience would not really have “merited” or “earned” eternal life.  He already 

owed God perfect obedience to begin with, and giving God what he owed Him 

cannot earn anything.   

(b)  The only sense in which Adam’s obedience would have earned life was that if 

he met the condition – obedience to that particular command – the Lord would 

have given him eternal life.   

(c)  In this sense, there certainly was grace in the Covenant of Works.   

 

b.  Now on Mt. Sinai, so many years later, the Lord lays down again the requirement for 

personal justification:  perfect obedience.   

(i)  We shouldn’t think this is strange:  it’s the same answer Jesus gave to the rich 

young ruler when he asked Jesus what he had to do to inherit eternal life.   

(a)  Jesus said, “If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments” (Matt. 

19:17) 
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(b)  When the young man asked which commandments, Jesus responded by quoting 

the six commandments that had to do with loving your neighbor (vv. 18-19).   

(c)  Did Jesus mean to say that if the young ruler kept these commandments, he 

would inherit eternal life?   

(d)  The answer might surprise you, but it is yes.  If he could have kept these 

commandments, from the day he entered the world to the day he left it, without 

failing in the slightest, he could have been justified by that law, because it would 

have shown that he was truly just.   

(e)  But no one has nor can keep them even for one moment; and that was what 

Jesus wanted these commandments to show this young man:  that he was not 

righteous, that he was not just, that he needed a Savior.   

 

(ii)  The same thing was true at Sinai.   

(a)  As the Lord constituted Israel now as His peculiar people, He wanted them to 

know at the outset what righteousness was, that they were not just in His eyes, 

that they fell infinitely short and so needed a Savior.   

(b)  And as to the reason why He gave it to them as He did – surrounding the 

mountain with dark clouds, accompanied with thunder and lightning and 

trumpet blast, coming down on the mountain in fire with smoke ascending up to 

heaven, making the earth shake, speaking with a voice that sounded like thunder 

– all of this was to strike fear in their hearts so that they would pay attention, so 

they would know God took His Law seriously, so they wouldn’t dismiss it as so 

many do today when they hear it from mere men.   

(c)  They got the message – they were so frightened that they begged that God 

would not speak any more to them, but that Moses, who himself was trembling 

with fear, would receive God’s Word and bring it down to them.   

(d)  God in essence was saying to them:  Do you want to be justified by your 

works?  Keep the commandments, and you will live.   

(e)  He was challenging them to examine their hearts to know they couldn’t gain 

salvation through the Law, to show them their absolute need of the Mediator.   

(f)  God gave them the Law as a schoolmaster to lead them to Christ.   

 

B.  Second, God gave them the moral law to teach them how they were to live and that they 

needed Christ as their Sanctifier.   

1.  The Moral Law was a schoolmaster to point them to Christ to be justified; but it was also 

meant to be their rule of life.   

a.  I mentioned earlier that it was made known to Adam and Eve; it was something that 

God’s people would have been aware of as well throughout their generations.   

b.  And it was delivered to God’s people at Sinai at the time they were taken to be His 

people.  Why then?   

(i)  The reason is if a holy God is going to take a people to be His own, they too must 

be holy.   

(ii)  The Lord was telling them how they must conduct themselves in His presence – 

that they must be holy – if He was going to dwell among them.   

(iii)  The Moral Law reflects God’s nature, a nature that never changes, which is why 

the moral requirements of that law never change.   
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(iv)  And so the Law was a schoolmaster to teach them how to live a holy life, a life 

that would be pleasing to God.   

  

2.  But this would have one further effect on them.   

a.  Who can keep a law that requires perfection?   

b.  The answer is no one, which is why the Law would continually point them to the 

Messiah to give them both the strength to keep it and the mercy and forgiveness they 

needed when they failed to keep it.   

c.  The Law was a Schoolmaster to show them their need of holiness and their further 

need of Christ.   

 

C.  Finally, God gave them the Ceremonial Law as a teacher to point them to Christ for His 

mercy by providing pictures of His person and work.   

1.  We just saw that the Moral Law showed them their continual failure to live up to God’s 

holy standards.   

a.  But how did it show them that the Messiah would give them the strength they needed 

to keep it, or would cleanse them of their sins when they failed?   

b.  It didn’t; but God gave them something that would.   

 

2.  He gave them the Ceremonial Law as a schoolmaster to point them to Christ.   

a.  Up to this point, the Lord had given them some pictures of the Messiah’s work.   

(i)  He had instituted sacrifices from the very beginning.   

(ii)  He had given Noah the ark as a picture of salvation from God’s judgment.   

(iii)  He had given Abraham a picture of the death and resurrection of Christ in Isaac, 

and of gracious substitution in the lamb He provided.   

(iv)  He gave Israel the Passover lamb as a picture of how the substitutionary blood of 

Christ would cause His judgment to pass over them.   

(v)  And He gave them the Exodus of a picture of how the Messiah would lead His 

people out of the captivity to Satan through His work in the future.   

 

b.  But now He appointed a form of worship that would keep these pictures in front of 

their eyes on a continual basis.   

(i)  The Tabernacle and Temple pointed to the incarnation of Christ, the Word who 

became flesh and tabernacled among us (John 1:14).   

(ii)  The priestly office pointed to His work as Mediator and the sacrifice He would 

make to perfect them forever.   

(iii)  And the sacrifices and cleansing rituals pointed to how His shed blood would 

take away their sins and make them perfect, once and for all.   

(iv)  The Ceremonial Law would continue until Christ came and fulfilled all these 

things by laying down His life, but while it continued, it was a schoolmaster to 

point them to Christ.   

 

III.  Application.  In closing, let me make three applications.   

A.  The first is that the Moral Law is still necessary to point us to Christ.   

1.  When the Lord gave this Law, He intended it to be used for these same purposes 

throughout human history.   



5 

a.  The fact that Jesus tells us the Law will stand forever in Matthew 5:17-18 should be 

indication enough.   

b.  Paul also tells us that the Moral Law continues and is holy, righteous and good (Rom. 

7:12).   

c.  The writers of the NT often quoted the Moral Law to enforce our duty (Eph. 6:1-3).   

d.  Reason also teaches us that if we do away with the Law, we no longer have a standard 

of right and wrong, of good or evil, and so cannot know what the sin and guilt is that 

should drive us to Christ.   

 

2.  Here is the point:   

a.  The Moral Law is still necessary to point you and everyone else to Christ.   

b.  It’s through the Law that you come to know sin (Rom. 7:7), so that you see your need 

of the Savior.   

c.  When you attempt to evangelize others, you must do so in the context that they have 

broken the Law of God and that they are guilty and under God’s judgment, in order to 

show them their need of Christ.   

d.  The Law is still a schoolmaster to point you to Christ.   

 

B.  The second application is that the Moral Law is still our rule of faith and life.   

1.  It shows us how to live in order to glorify God.   

a.  It’s not enough to say you must live by the law of love.  How do you define that love?   

b.  God does so through the life of His own beloved Son.   

(i)  Jesus kept the Moral Law to fulfill all righteousness.   

(ii)  He was the One who loved the Father and His neighbor perfectly.   

(iii)  And it’s His example you are called to follow.   

(iv)  The Law, in itself and in Jesus Christ, is a schoolmaster to teach you how to live.   

 

2.  But of course, you will also fail to live up to this standard which is why the Moral Law 

will continue to point you to Christ for the grace and strength you need to persevere.   

a.  Don’t forget, the Lord tells you to keep His commandments, to be perfect as He is 

perfect.  He tells you that you must strive to enter into the narrow gate, and the only 

way you can is on the path of holiness.  How can you do this?   

b.  The Law points you to Christ for the provision of His Spirit to make you willing and 

able to believe and to obey.   

c.  The Law is a schoolmaster to point you to Christ.   

 

C.  Finally, the Ceremonial Law is no longer in effect, but what it pointed to is.   

1.  The Lord used the Tabernacle and Temple worship as a continual picture to teach the 

Israelites their need of Christ.   

2.  But those things passed away a long time ago when Christ came and sacrificed Himself.   

a.  You don’t need to look through the pictures to Christ to cleanse you of your sins, of 

you failure to keep God’s Law.   

b.  You can look directly to Christ who has come and offered the once for all sacrifice 

that can forever take away your sins.   

c.  This is what God is teaching you this morning through His Law.   

d.  And so listen to the Law and learn this lesson.  Come to Christ for your justification, 

for your sanctification and for your final glorification.  Amen.   


