
“The Righteousness of God”
(Romans 3:5-6)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  This morning, we are continuing to look at the book of Romans.  

1.  Remember that Paul began by indicting the Gentiles.  Because of God’s revelation in nature, they have no excuse for
their sins.  

2.  Then he turned to the Jews to point out that they are no better but actually worse off.  
a.  They have the Law, but break it.  
b.  The Gentiles, who were changed by God’s grace, who showed they were through keeping the Law, would

actually be counted as the true Jews.  They had what circumcision pointed to:  circumcision of the heart.  

3.  Then Paul began chapter 3 by dealing with four objections the Jews might raise:  
a.  The first objection was if these things are true, then what good is it to be a Jew?  

(i)  Paul answers, Great in every way.  
(ii)  How?  They had the covenants, the promises, the Law, the Temple, the priesthood, the sacrifices, and the

sacraments, which are the signs and seals of God’s covenant grace.  
(iii)  All of these were given to them through their greatest advantage of all – God’s Word – and all of them were

able to point them to Christ.  
(iv)  The fact that they didn’t use these blessed advantages didn’t mean they weren’t advantages.  They were.  
(v)  This reminds us we must make good use of God’s gracious means.  

b.  The second objection was, If Jews can still perish with these advantages, does this mean God isn’t faithful to His
promises?  
(i)  Paul answers in the strongest way possible:  May it never be!  
(ii)  God will always be found true even if everyone accused Him.  
(iii)  God was faithful to His promises.  He saved those He intended to save – there were many who repented and

believed.  
(iv)  But He was also faithful to punish those who didn’t believe.  
(v)  God is faithful.  The fact that some or most did not believe Him or trust Him doesn’t mean that He failed.  The

failure was with them.  

B.  This morning we’ll look at the third objection:  If God was able to glorify His righteousness because of their sins,
then isn’t it unjust of God to punish them?  
1.  The question is:  If God is able to bring something good through my sins, then should He judge me for them?

Doesn’t the end (God’s glory) justify the means (my sin)?  
2.  Paul again answers in the strongest way, “May it never be!”  

a.  Not only would that open the door to a torrent of sin of sin, it would also make God unfit to judge the world.  
b.  How can God judge the world for its sins if He Himself was unrighteous?  
c.  The judge of all the earth must deal rightly (Gen. 18:25) or He would be guilty of sin.  

3.  This morning, I want us to see two things:  
a.  First, God is a righteous and just Judge, who will judge the world in righteousness and truth.  
b.  And second, even though God uses our sins for good purposes, we still have no excuse for sinning.  The end

never justifies the means.  Even if something good comes out of the wrong I do, it is still wrong to do it.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  This is the Jew’s objection:  Look at all the good you were able to do through my sins.  You can’t punish me for that.



That wouldn’t be just.  To this, Paul first answers, God would be unjust if He didn’t, and that is unthinkable.  
1.  Righteousness is a part of God’s character.  It is what He is.  He cannot be otherwise.  

a.  David writes, “The Lord is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His deeds” (Psalm 145:17).  
b.  And he writes, “For the Lord is righteous, He loves righteousness; the upright will behold His face”(11:7).  

2.  That God is righteous means that God does what is right; He desires what is right.  
a.  How do we know what is right?  We can only know through God’s Law.  
b.  But remember, the Law is not an arbitrary set of rules that God made up, it’s a reflection of His nature.  It’s what

He is like.  It’s what He desires in His heart.  
c.  We can understand more about righteousness when we consider its opposite:  

(i)  Sin is just the opposite of righteousness.  Righteousness is what is right; sin is what is wrong.  
(ii)  God is without sin; He has no desire for sin; He hates sin.  

3.  What should really be concerning for the one who practices sin is that God is at war with him.  
a.  Those who practice sin are rebels against God.  They do the things He hates.  
b.  And one day God will judge them for it.  

(i)  David writes, as we read in our mediation this morning, “But the Lord abides forever; He has established His
throne for judgment, and He will judge the world in righteousness; He will execute judgment for the peoples
with equity” (Psalm 9:7-8).  

(ii)  And the psalmist, in Psalm 96:12-13, says, “Let the field exult, and all that is in it.  Then all the trees of the
forest will sing for joy before the Lord, for He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth.  He will judge the
world in righteousness and the peoples in His faithfulness.”  

(iii)  On that day, when the thrones are set for judgment, God will bring wrath on those who practice sin, who
rebel against Him, and this will include everyone who has not bowed the knee to Jesus Christ.  

B.  We need to realize that this was just an excuse of the Jews who wanted to sin more and didn’t want to face the
consequences of their sin:  “But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say?  The
God who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is He?  May it never be!  For otherwise how will God judge the world?”  
1.  Just because God works sin together for good, that doesn’t mean that those who commit it can excuse or

congratulate themselves.  
a.  Should Joseph’s brothers have excused themselves for wanting to kill Joseph and selling him as a slave into Egypt,

because God delivered their households through their sin?  
b.  Should Pharaoh have excused himself for hardening his heart and making the lives of God’s people miserable,

because it gave God the opportunity to show His glory by bringing His plagues upon Egypt?  
c.  Should the Pharisees and Romans have congratulated themselves or should God have rewarded them because He

was able to bring about the salvation of the world through their crime of executing His dearly beloved and innocent
Son?  

d.  If we can honestly answer yes to any of these questions, then what the Jews said was right.  But I think we all
know they’re very wrong.  Paul says, “May it never be!”  

2.  Just because God ordains and works the sins of men together for good, does not mean that what they do is good or
commendable.  
a.  Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?  Yes, He will.  
b.  God is just to inflict His wrath on the sins of men, because it is sin and punishable.  

(i)  There are no thanks due to the one who does wrong.  
(ii)  He doesn’t intend to do the good that God works from it, but only the evil.  
(iii)  Joseph said to his brothers, “You meant it for evil . . . but God meant it for good” (Gen. 50:20).    

III.  Application.  
A.  We need to remember that God takes sin seriously.  
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1.  God’s love will not overpower His righteousness and justice.  
2.  He will not excuse our sins because He has ordained to bring good out of them.  
3.  He says we must repent of and forsake all of our sins, if we are to be saved.  

B.  But since no one is able in his own strength to do this, we need to remember that God has provided the help the sinner
needs in Christ.  
1.  The Table this morning reminds us of the death of Christ.  

a.  He died to take away sin – not only its guilt, but its power.  
b.  It reminds us that God takes sin seriously, so seriously that He gave His Son to die for the crimes committed by

His people.  
c.  If sin was something He delighted in because it allowed Him to show His glory, the cross wouldn’t have been

necessary.  
d.  But since He can’t overlook sin, He had to give His Son to die, if He was to bring sinners to Himself.  
e.  The righteousness of God makes the cross necessary.  The mercy of God make it a reality.  

2.  If you have not yet trusted in Christ Jesus to save you this morning, trust in Him now.  
a.  He is the only hope God has provided for sinners.  
b.  Turn from your own so-called “good” works and trust in His to save you.  
c.  Call on Him to cleanse you from your sins.  

3.  But if you have trusted in Him, prepare to come to the Table to receive the added help you need to love and serve
Him in righteousness.  Amen.  
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