
“The Riches of Humility” 
(James 1:9) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  James has been telling us about trials.   
a.  That we should rejoice in them.   
b.  Because they produce endurance:  they exercise our faith:  like weight training, 

endurance running.   
c.  Because endurance leads to maturity:  greater strength, steadfastness and ability in the 

Lord.   
d.  And because endurance/perseverance leads to life:  only those who endure/persevere 

will be saved.   
e.  Thankfully, the Lord preserves us:   

(i)  He makes us persevere from within:  love.   
(ii)  He brings trials to strengthen that resolve in us.   
(iii)  He uses means/trials to His ends.   

 
2.  James has also been telling us how to get the wisdom we need in trials.   

a.  We need to ask.   
(i)  God wants us to know that we need Him.   
(ii)  We don’t know everything; we need wisdom, so we must ask.   

 
b.  But we need to ask in faith.   

(i)  We must believe He will answer.   
(ii)  We can know He will, when He promises.   
(iii)  And He has promised to give us wisdom:  so we can ask knowing, believing we’ll 

receive.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Now, James continues dealing with trials and focuses on two in particular:   

a.  One we typically think of as a trial:  financial hardship.   
b.  And one we don’t often consider as one:  financial prosperity.   

 
2.  Financial hardship is often considered a trial.   

a.  Especially in our time and culture.   
(i)  If we compare ourselves with those in third world countries, the poorest of us seem 

rich.   
(ii)  But if we compare ourselves to what others have here, we can seem poor.   
 

b.  Typically, we’re afraid we will lose what we have.   
(i)  Many things often threaten to take it away:   

(a)  Sickness, injury, old age.   
(b)  Bad investments.   
(c)  Rising cost of living.   
(d)  Job threatened.   
 

(ii)  Which is why we do things to try and hold onto it:   
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(a)  Health/life insurance.   
(b)  Investments.   
(c)  Savings.   
 

(iii)  We don’t want to be destitute.   
 

c.  We’re also tempted not to be happy with what we have.   
(i)  We’re often not content:  We want more.   
(ii)  Others have things that make life easier or more pleasant.   
(iii)  It tempts us to complain.   

 
3.  But financial prosperity can also be a trial.   

a.  When we prosper financially, it can tend to make us less dependent on God.   
b.  We tend to trust our resources more than His.   
c.  Riches can be a stumbling block, which is why Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God” (Mark. 
10:25).   

 
4.  Theme:  Today, we’re going to be considering financial trials.   

a.  This morning, at what James has to say about the trials and the blessings of humble 
circumstances.   

b.  This evening, the trials that riches produce.   
c.  Between the two, we’ll want to see the wisdom of what Agur taught in the Proverbs, 

when he prayed:  “Two things I asked of You, do not refuse me before I die:  Keep 
deception and lies far from me, give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the 
food that is my portion, that I not be full and deny You and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ or 
that I not be in want and steal, and profane the name of my God” (Prov. 30:7-9).   

 
5.  This morning, we’ll look at two things:   

a.  Having little can be a trial.   
b.  But it can also be a blessing.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Having little, or being in humble circumstances, can be a trial.   
1.  Decrease of money often leads to increase of stress.  It raises questions/concerns:   

a.  Will our needs be met?   
b.  Will we end up on the street?   
c.  At the end of my working career, will I have sufficient retirement?   
d.  Will my children be prepared to provide for themselves, their families?   

 
2.  If we don’t have much, money concerns can occupy a great deal of our thoughts.   

a.  We need money to buy food, clothing, shelter, the necessities of life.   
(i)  Obviously, these things are important.   
(ii)  Money can mean the difference between being warm and fed, or cold and hungry.   
(iii)  In some countries, it can mean death from exposure and starvation.   
 

b.  Another trial associated with lack of money is not having the pleasures of life we want.   
(i)  We don’t get to have the nice house, car, clothes.   
(ii)  We don’t get to eat out so much, or in nicer restaurants.   
(iii)  We don’t get to go on the nice vacations to Europe, Hawaii, Tahiti.   
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(iv)  We don’t get to retire as early as others, but have to work longer than we’d like, or 

as long as we can.   
 

c.  Having nice things isn’t a sin, but wanting them too much is.   
(i)  The essence of sin is selfishness.   
(ii)  It is the desire to please myself, rather than God or others.   
(iii)  Since money gives us these things, we want it.   
(iv)  But wanting it too much can actually lead us away from the faith.  Paul told 

Timothy, “The love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it 
have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 
Tim. 6:10).   

(v)  How many times did Israel fall away from God and worship other gods because 
they believed these gods would give them what they wanted:  food, clothing, 
children, pleasure?   

 
d.  Money concerns for some of us can be a constant trial.   

 
B.  But James wants us to realize that the Lord has turned this circumstance into a blessing.   

1.  Realize that James is not talking about abject poverty.   
a.  Remember the prayer of Agur.   

(i)  He wanted neither poverty or riches.   
(ii)  The poverty he referred to is where your needs aren’t being met.   
(iii)  Destitution can tempt you to steal.   
(iv)  One good example comes from the book Les Miserables.   

(a)  Jean Valjean, the main character, was slowly starving along with his widowed 
sister and her seven children, the oldest being eight, the youngest one.  This 
brought the temptation to steal.   

(b)  He knew the penalty for stealing was imprisonment, but his hunger and 
compassion for his family compelled him to do so.   

(c)  But he was arrested and sentenced to several years in prison.   
 

(v)  James isn’t talking about destitution:  that wouldn’t be a blessing.   
 

b.  He’s talking about living/being in humble circumstances.   
(i)  The Greek is literally “the humble brother.”   
(ii)  Since James compares him with the rich man, it most likely refers to a man of 

humble means.   
 

2.  James says that the man of humble circumstance should glory in his high position.  
Actually, it’s a command:  “The brother of humble circumstances must glory in his high 
position.”  Why?   
a.  It’s generally those who are poor who are chosen to be rich in faith.   

(i)  “Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich 
in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?” 
(James 2:5).   

(ii)  Paul writes to the Corinthians, “For consider your calling, brethren, that there were 
not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has 
chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the 
weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of 
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the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may 
nullify the things that are” (1Cor. 1:26-28).   

(iii)  Christ became poor – gave up the riches of heaven, so to speak – to save us and to 
be an example to us:  “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty 
might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9).   

(iv)  It is a blessing to be poor and to be humble.  Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:3), and He says in Luke 6:20, 
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”   

(v)  Why is this?  Those who are poor tend to be more dependent on God.   
(a)  They see their vulnerability.   
(b)  They recognize their need.   
(c)  They realize they can’t provide for themselves.   
(d)  They see their need for God more clearly.   
(e)  Prosperity tends to make us more dependent on ourselves, but poverty on the 

Lord.   
 
b.  Secondly, those who have less tend to be humble, and humility is the way to greatness 

in God’s kingdom.   
(i)  Those with a lot of money tend to be arrogant, as we’ll see this evening (Psalm 73).   
(ii)  But those who are humble in circumstances tend to be humble in heart, and 

humility of heart is the way to greatness in God’s kingdom.   
(iii)  We read in Matthew 20:25-28, just after James and John tried to get the two best 

places of honor in the kingdom of God, that Jesus called His disciples to Himself and 
said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men 
exercise authority over them.  It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to 
become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first 
among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”   

 
c.  It isn’t always true that those with less are humbler.   

(i)  There are those who are arrogant though poor, and humble though rich.   
(ii)  But generally humble circumstances lead to humility.   
(iii)  As we’ve seen, the Lord tends to have mercy on the poor and worthless of the 

world, rather than the rich, and makes them rich in faith.   
(iv)  Humility is not a condition or work that earns salvation:   

(a)  It’s just that the Lord has chosen to save more of the poor.   
(b)  They tend to see their need better, especially for the Lord.   
(c)  And, of course, we need to remember who makes one rich and another poor:  the 

Lord.   
 

(v)  Since it is true that the humble are more likely to be saved and to be exalted in 
God’s kingdom, then, as James tells us, we who are in that condition should glory in 
its greatness and not despise it.   

(vi)  This evening, we’ll consider next trial – which we should be able to see more 
clearly now:   that of financial prosperity.  Amen.   


