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When Jesus Christ entered into the Covenant of Grace with His Father, He agreed 
to do everything that was necessary to save us from our sins – He agreed to become one 
of us, to be born under the Law and to keep the Law for us, and to die on the cross to pay 
for our sins.  This is what we mean when we say that Jesus became our surety.  He 
became the guarantee that we would receive everything the Father promised in the 
Covenant of Grace – especially, eternal life.  This is also what we mean when we talk 
about the vicarious obedience and atonement of Jesus.  He became a servant to God’s 
Law and obeyed it for us.  He took our place on the cross and died for us.  Actually 
everything that He did, He did for us, if we believe in Him this morning.   

But more was needed than His birth, His obedience and His death, if He was to 
save us.  If Jesus had died and remained dead, then He would have actually accomplished 
nothing for us.  Paul writes, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are 
still in your sins.”  If this was true, then what about our loved ones who have already died 
in Christ?  Paul continues, “Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished.”  If this was true, then what good would Christianity be?  He finishes, “If we 
have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied” (1 Cor. 15:17-
19).  I want you to see that the resurrection of Christ is absolutely essential for our 
salvation.  If Jesus had not been raised from the dead then that would have meant that His 
Father didn’t accept what He did for us.  We wouldn’t be free from our sins, or from the 
consequences of our sins, which we all know is not only the grave, but also hell.  There 
would nothing but an eternity of suffering ahead of us.  All of our hopes of eternal life 
would be worthless.  But thankfully we know that this isn’t the case.  Jesus Christ didn’t 
remain in the tomb.  After three days, He rose again from the dead, and because He did, 
we will also rise from the dead.   

This morning we are looking at the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the 
grave, which was the end of His humiliation, and the beginning of His exaltation.  
Remember His humiliation included not only His being dead for three days, but also His 
incarnation, His being subject to the Law of God, and His sufferings throughout His life, 
as well as on the cross.  And in the same way, His exaltation included not only His being 
raised from the dead, but also His ascension, His session – or sitting – at the right hand of 
God, as well as His return to judge the world at the last day.  This morning, we will look 
at the beginning of His exaltation in the resurrection, and what we’ll see from our text are 
three things:  1) First, the attempt by His enemies to prevent the resurrection, 2) second, 
the resurrection itself and the eyewitnesses to the resurrection, and 3) finally, the attempt 
by His enemies to cover up the resurrection.   

First, let’s consider the attempt by the Jews to prevent the resurrection.  It appears 
from what we read here that the chief priests and Pharisees thought that Jesus’ disciples 
were going to try and stage a fake resurrection, and so they took steps to prevent it.  On 
the next day, which would have been the day after the crucifixion, the day after the Day 
of Preparation, or the Sabbath Day, the chief priests and Pharisees met together with 
Pilate.  Now here we see a prime example of the hypocrisy of these Jews.  As we’ve seen 
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recently in the adult Sunday School class, the commandment they held nearest to their 
hearts, and the one which they often accused Jesus of breaking – which is one of the main 
reasons they hated Him – was the fourth commandment – the commandment to 
remember the Sabbath.  But when it came right down to it, did they keep it?  Not really.  
The Sabbath was to be a day of rest and worship.  It was to be a day for confessing their 
sins, and they had a lot of sins to confess.  But what did they do?  Did they rest?  Did they 
worship?  No.  They went to Pilate and asked him to place a guard over the tomb so that 
the disciples couldn’t come and steal the body of Christ, claiming that the resurrection 
had taken place.  The enemies of Jesus knew that if this happened, this deception would 
be much more difficult to overcome than anything Jesus had done previously.  To do this, 
they had to break the Sabbath.  Perhaps they believed there was a hierarchy in the 
commandments, as we do.  Perhaps they believed that under certain circumstances the 
commandments might be broken, without sinning.  Sad to say, this was not the case.  The 
reason they broke the Sabbath was to try and keep their position as the spiritual leaders of 
Israel.  When we look at the rest of the Gospels, we see that these leaders really only kept 
the commandments as long as it benefited them.  If the commandments got in their way, 
they would simply go around them, in the same way they did when they paid Judas to 
betray Jesus, or as they did now when they came to Pilate to place a guard on the tomb.  
They wanted the people of Israel to believe that they had done the right thing in 
crucifying Jesus.  If Jesus were to rise from the dead, or if the disciples were to come and 
take Him, claiming that He had risen, to make it seem as though His prophecy had come 
true, what would they do?  They would most likely be in a lot of trouble.  This was what 
they were trying to prevent.  And so they asked Pilate for a guard, which he granted, and 
they went and made the tomb as secure as they possibly could.   

This was the attempt on the part of the Jews to prevent the resurrection.  But 
second, we need to see that the resurrection took place anyway.  Really, what could 
anyone do to stop it?  After the Sabbath Day was over, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary came to look at the grave.  Mark tells us that they didn’t come only to look, but also 
to anoint Jesus’ body with some spices (16:1).  John tells us that His body had already 
been prepared properly for burial by Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea.  They had 
wrapped Jesus’ body in linen wrappings, along with one hundred pounds of spices, 
according to the custom of the Jews (John 19:38-40).  But this didn’t stop these two 
women from showing their continuing love and devotion to their Lord.  They wanted to 
show one more time how much they loved Him, to honor His memory.  As they were 
coming, they wondered who would roll the stone away for them, since it was too heavy 
for them (Mark 16:3), but they didn’t have to wonder for long, because when they 
arrived, they found that it had already been moved.  An angel had come down from 
heaven and had rolled away the stone causing a severe earthquake, and then he had sat 
down on the stone.  When the Roman soldiers saw him, in all the dazzling glory and 
brilliance of his holiness, they shook with fear and became like dead men, which means 
either that they passed out or that they were so frightened that they didn’t dare move, like 
a person who stands absolutely still when threatened by a wild animal.  Holiness is very 
threatening to the unholy.  This is why the unbeliever will very often hate you for shining 
the holy light of the Gospel in his eyes through your witnessing.  This is also why you 
need to do it, because if you don’t, they will remain in the darkness.  But I want you to 
notice that these soldiers weren’t the only ones who were afraid.  The women were also 
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afraid.  Holiness can make even true believers fear, because of the sin that is still in our 
lives.  But the wonderful truth is that Christ has removed that fear, because He has taken 
away all our sins.  Notice what the angel said to these women who believed, “Do not be 
afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified.  He is not here, 
for He has risen, just as He said.  Come, see the place where He was lying” (vv. 5-6).  
They didn’t need to be afraid of the angel, or for anything for that matter, because Jesus 
had risen, and since He had, He had become their surety.   

Now this brings up another important point:  Why was it that the angel moved the 
stone in the first place?  He certainly didn’t do it to let Jesus out.  Rather he did it to let 
the women, and later His disciples, in.  He said, “Come, see the place where He was 
lying” (v. 6).  Jesus had already risen.  His time under the power of death was over.  Now 
He was alive.  He had overcome death.  This was what the angel wanted the women to 
see.  This is what He wanted His disciples to see.  This is what would remove their fear, 
because if Jesus was alive and had overcome death, they also knew they would overcome 
death and live forever.  This would prove that what Jesus had said about Himself was 
true, and that what He had come into the world to accomplish, He had really done.  We 
need to see that the resurrection was more than just an event of history; it was really the 
justification of Christ:  His personal justification, and the justification of all that He had 
claimed.  It was His personal justification in the sense that He had become guilty when 
He took our sins upon Himself, even though He had never personally committed any sin; 
He had never done anything wrong.  He died in our place on the cross for our sins, as one 
who was guilty of them.  When He rose again from the dead, this showed that He was 
successful in atoning for those sins.  They were completely paid for, and He was free 
from their consequences.  And let’s not forget that those sins He paid for were your sins 
and mine.  When He rose from the dead, it also showed us that we were freed from their 
consequences.  But the resurrection also justified Jesus’ claims – that He was the Son of 
God and that He had done what He said He had come to do.  Paul writes in the first 
chapter of Romans that Jesus “was declared the Son of God with power by the 
resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness” (v. 4).  The resurrection 
showed that the Father owned Jesus as His Son.  It declared Him to be who He said He 
was.  But it also declared that He had accomplished what He had set out to accomplish.  
It was His vindication in the eyes of all men that He was the Savior of the world.   

The resurrection is the reason why the Lord marks out this day as so special, and 
why He wants us to observe this day as a day of worship and thanksgiving until the end 
of this age – it’s because it was on this day the stone which the builders rejected became 
the cornerstone of the church and the guarantee that everyone who is a part of it through 
faith in Christ will ultimately be saved.  As the psalmist writes in Psalm 118:24, “This is 
the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  The first day of the week 
commemorates the resurrection of our Lord and reminds us that if we have trusted in 
Him, we too will be raised.  Remember that when Jesus was raised from the dead, He 
wasn’t raised only for Himself.  He was raised for all of His people, and because He 
lives, we also will live, and all who have ever trusted in Him.  Through the resurrection, 
Christ has brought life and immortality to light.   

But news like this was too good to keep to themselves, and so the angel told the 
women to go and tell Jesus’ disciples that He had risen, and that He was going before 
them into Galilee.  The women obeyed the angel immediately, and they left quickly with 
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fear mixed with great joy, to tell His disciples.  But as they were on their way, before 
they had gone very far, Jesus met them.  They had already believed the word of the angel, 
and now because they had believed, they saw Him with their own eyes.  Thomas 
wouldn’t believe until he saw Jesus.  But Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have not 
seen, and yet believe.”  When they saw Him, they took hold of His feet and worshiped 
Him.  And again Jesus encouraged them not to be afraid, but to go and tell His disciples 
to leave for Galilee.  Jesus had one more thing He needed to give them before He 
ascended, and that was the Great Commission, the great work the church was to be busily 
doing after His ascension and before His Second Coming.  This is what we will look at 
next week.   

But before we do, there is one last thing we need to see:  after Jesus’ enemies 
realized that they had failed to prevent the resurrection, they tried to cover it up with a lie.  
While the women were on their way to tell the disciples, some of the soldiers who had 
been guarding the tomb came into the city and reported to the chief priests what had 
happened.  And after the priests counseled with the elders, they decided to give the 
soldiers a large sum of money to keep them quiet about the truth and to tell a lie.  They 
were to say that Jesus’ disciples came and took Him away while they were sleeping.  Of 
course this story meant that the soldiers would have failed in their charge to guard the 
tomb, and that failure would have meant death for them.  But the chief priests and elders 
promised them that they would keep them out of trouble, if this should come to Pilate’s 
ears.  The soldiers agreed, and, Matthew tells us, this story was widely spread among the 
Jews.  These unbelieving leaders spread the lies of unbelief to keep the Jews in darkness, 
so that they could keep their positions as their spiritual leaders.  This is the way the 
kingdom of darkness works – through lies.  But I would encourage you this morning not 
to believe this lie, the same lie the enemy of our souls continues to tell today to try and 
keep us and everyone else in that same darkness.  Jesus Christ was raised from the dead 
by His Father, so that everyone who believes in Him might have eternal life.  If you 
believe in Him this morning, He has saved you from your sins and given you eternal life.  
But if this is still what you need, then I pray you will come to Him today and take hold of 
Him by faith.  Let the day of Christ’s resurrection be the day of your resurrection from 
spiritual death to life.  Don’t go blindly to hell believing the lie.  Receive the One who 
can open your eyes to the truth and save your soul from eternal destruction.  Amen.   


