
“The Resurrection and the Life” 

(John 11:25-26) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  Is there anything people fear more than death?   

1.  You don’t have to be in the world long to figure out that death is part of it.   

a.  Death is universal.   

b.  It’s inevitable.   

c.  One day everyone must die:  you must die and so must I.   

 

2.  Why are we afraid of death?   

a.  Because it’s the end of life as we know it.   

(i)  We love this world and don’t want to leave.   

(ii)  We like familiar things and don’t want to let go.   

 

b.  Because of the uncertainty of death.   

(i)  Most don’t know exactly what to expect.   

(ii)  Some fear death because they think they’ll no longer exist.   

(iii)  Some hope for something good, but are afraid of something bad.   

 

c.  There are still others who are afraid because they know what to expect.   

(i)  They know there’s something bad in store for them.   

(a)  Their consciences tell them they’ve done something wrong.   

(b)  They’ve read their Bibles, or someone who has talked to them.   

 

(ii)  They know judgment is coming, and this makes them afraid.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But do we need to be afraid of death?   

a.  We do if we’re not ready for it.   

b.  But if we are ready for it by trusting in Jesus, we don’t.   

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider two things.   

a.  First, why we should be afraid of death, if we’re not ready.   

b.  And second, how Jesus can take this fear away.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, why should we fear death?   

1.  The first reason is that death is unnatural.   

a.  God didn’t make man to die, but to live.   

(i)  He originally made us perfect.   

(ii)  He put us in a perfect world.   

(iii)  We wouldn’t have died and there was nothing that would have killed us.   
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b.  But sin changed all of that.   

(i)  Adam disobeyed God:  He was tempted and fell.   

(ii)  When he fell, he forfeited his life – he would no longer live, but die.   

(iii)  And because he was our father and our representative, we too now die – 

for our sins as well as his.   

(a)  That’s why our bodies grow old and eventually stop working.   

(b)  Why our souls are torn from our bodies.   

(c)  Why our bodies are laid in the ground and turn into dust.   

(d)  “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).   

(e)  This is one reason we fear death – it’s unnatural.   

 

2.  But there’s something much worse than this to fear.   

a.  Sin not only kills our bodies, but our souls.   

(i)  It makes us guilty.   

(ii)  And that guilt makes us liable to judgment.   

(iii)  There is a price to pay – that price is eternal damnation and suffering.   

(iv)  That’s why we should fear death.   

 

b.  If no longer existing was all we had to fear, we might not like it, but once we 

died, we would no longer be afraid because we would no longer exist.  But 

that’s not how it is.   

(i)  The Bible says if we die guilty, we will be judged and cast into hell.   

(ii)  Hell is where God justly punishes sinners.   

(a)  Where the soul is tormented with fire.   

(b)  Where the body is scorched in the flame.   

(c)  Where body and soul are on fire, but never burned up.   

(d)  Where you start at one level of punishment – depending on the sins 

you commit in this world – and then continue to sink into greater 

punishment as you continue to sin.   

(e)  Where unbearable pain goes on forever – year after endless year.   

(1)  How long is forever?  If a bird flew by once every one million 

years and brushed a grain of sand off the earth, when the earth was 

finally dissolved, forever would just be beginning, and so will the 

punishment of those in hell.   

(2)  Forever is a long time to suffer; that is what most people will 

endure.   

(3)  They will because they have sinned against an infinitely holy and 

loving God.   

(4)  That’s why we should fear death.   

 

B.  But there is good news:  Jesus came into the world to save us from this, and He 

will save us, if we will trust Him to do it.  Jesus said to Martha, “I am the 

resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and 

everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.”   

1.  Jesus has overcome death.   

a.  He raised several people to life during His earthly ministry.   
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(i)  He raised the synagogue official’s daughter (Matt. 9:25).   

(ii)  He raised the son of the widow of Nain (Luke 7:12-15).   

(iii)  After He said these things to Martha, He commanded Lazarus to come 

out of the grave, and he did (John 11:43-44).   

 

b.  He gave His disciples the ability to raise the dead during their ministries.   

(i)  Peter raised Tabitha to life (Acts 9:37).   

(ii)  Paul raised Eutychus to life (Acts 20:9-12).   

 

c.  One day, He will speak and raise all the dead to life, “Do not marvel at this; 

for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 

and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, 

those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment” (John 

5:28-29).   

d.  Jesus can do this because He is the resurrection.   

(i)  After He died on the cross, He rose again from the dead on the third day.   

(ii)  And because He did, He is able to give life to whomever He wants.   

(a)  If you believe in Him, He will raise you after you die.   

(b)  He is able to set you free from the curse of death.   

 

2.  More importantly, Jesus has overcome hell.   

a.  He is also “the life.”   

(i)  He is able to give us back the life we lost in Adam.   

(ii)  He can make things right between us and God.   

(iii)  He can make us live forever in a new world of perfect love and 

happiness.   

 

b.  He can do this because of the work He did.   

(i)  Because He obeyed God’s Law, where we and Adam failed.   

(ii)  Because He has already suffered hell on the cross for those who believe 

in Him.   

(iii)  He has become the way to eternal life for everyone who will trust Him.   

(iv)  Jesus says, “Everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.”   

(v)  Jesus has taken the sting out of death (1 Cor. 15:55).   

 

III.  Application.   

A.  This morning, Jesus is asking you the same question He asked Martha, “Do you 

believe this?”   

1.  Do you believe He is the resurrection?   

a.  That He can raise the dead to life?   

b.  That one day He will raise everyone from the grave?   

 

2.  Do you believe He is the life?   

a.  That He is able to save you from eternal damnation?   

b.  That He is able and willing to give you eternal life, if you will come to Him?   
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B.  If you do, you are faced with a choice:  Trust Jesus Christ to save you, or do 

nothing and run the risk that you will eventually be lost in hell forever.   

1.  Every time you choose to do nothing, you are rejecting Jesus; and as long as you 

reject Him, it’s possible that you will end up in hell.   

2.  Don’t turn away from Him – repent and believe in Him now.   

a.  You don’t know when you’re going to die.   

(i)  Not everyone gets a warning.   

(ii)  Many die suddenly, when they are least expecting.   

(a)  I read an article last week about a woman who put her four children in 

her minivan and then drove into a river, killing herself and three of her 

children – only one escaped.   

(b)  There have been many killed instantly in car accidents.   

(c)  Many have been killed unexpectedly by others.   

(d)  A few weeks ago, a tsunami swept thousands of Japanese into 

eternity.   

(e)  People have died suddenly because of something wrong with their 

body.   

(f)  Death comes for everyone, and for many without warning.   

(g)  Once it comes for you, it’s too late to do anything about your soul, too 

late to trust in Christ.   

(h)  All that’s left is endless, unbearable punishment that grows worse 

with every passing moment, for the rest of time.   

 

b.  You need to trust Him now.   

(i)  Jesus offers you life now.   

(ii)  He commands you to come to Him now.   

(iii)  That’s what He’s telling you through His Word now.   

(iv)  That’s what He’s telling you through your conscience.   

(v)  That’s why He placed you children in Christian families – so that you 

could hear His Gospel – His good news – and be saved.   

(vi)  Listen to what Jesus says:  “I am the resurrection and the life; he who 

believes in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and 

believes in Me will never die.”   

(vii)  Do you believe this?  Are you willing to trust Him now?   

(viii)  Then do it!  Look to Him now, and be safe.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


