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Now it’s obvious by this time that the Lord wanted Abraham to live apart from 
the world.  This is the reason He had Abraham leave Ur of the Chaldees and why later He 
had him leave Haran.  God wanted Abraham to live a separate life – a life separate from 
the world, separated to Him.  In this sense, you might say that the Lord was making 
Abraham a picture to us of Jesus Christ.  Jesus came into the world and became one with 
us, but at the same time kept Himself separate from the world – separate from sin and 
from sinners.  He was holy in every sense of the word.  But one of the reasons He was 
holy, was that we might be holy, that through His work He might separate us also from 
the world and from sin, so that we might live entirely and completely for the glory of 
God, even as He did.  In another sense, we should look at Abraham as one of those Jesus 
came into the world to make holy.  Jesus was the angel who was watching over him, the 
One who was protecting him, keeping him separate so that he might be holy.   

Now while Abraham lived in the land of Canaan, there were two dangers that 
were constantly facing him.  The first was the temptation there would be for his seed to 
intermarry with the Canaanites.  The second would be for his seed to return to Haran, the 
land the Lord had called him out of.  Neither he nor his seed could choose either of these 
directions and still live the life of separation, the life of holiness, that the Lord called 
them to live.  In other words, separation was necessary in order to preserve his seed, so 
that the Lord’s work of redemption could continue to move forward.  The choice of a 
spouse then for Isaac was extremely important.  He couldn’t marry a Canaanite, and 
Abraham couldn’t allow him to return to Haran.  What had to happen then was a spouse 
had to be found among Abraham’s relatives who had not fallen into idolatry, but had 
been preserved by the Lord.  This is now what Abraham sets out to do.   

First, we see Abraham’s arrangements to get Isaac a wife.  Abraham called his 
most trusted servant and instructed him to look for a wife for his son Isaac in Haran, 
among his relatives, and not in Canaan.  He made him take an oath that he would do so, 
which, as we have seen before, is a very serious matter, and something the Lord would 
hold him accountable to do, even as He holds us accountable to do what we swear.  The 
servant, wanting to make sure that he fully understood Abraham, very naturally asked, 
“Suppose the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land; should I take your son 
back to the land from where you came?”  In other words, if she refuses to come to this 
land, should I take Isaac to live in her land?  But Abraham replied, “Beware lest you take 
my son back there!” (vv. 5-6).  The Lord had called Abraham out of that land because of 
its idolatry.  He had set Abraham apart so that he might be holy and that He might give 
him the land He had promised.  For Isaac now to go back to the land would be to abandon 
the promise.  No, he must not take his son back there.  If the woman refused, he would no 
longer be bound by this oath.  But I think it’s also clear by what Abraham says in verse 7 
that he didn’t think this would be the case:  “The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me 
from my father's house and from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me and who 
swore to me, saying, ‘To your descendants I will give this land,’ He will send His angel 
before you, and you will take a wife for my son from there.”  He was sending his servant 
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out in faith, believing that the Lord would provide a suitable wife for his son, so that the 
Lord’s promise could be fulfilled.  When we set out to do what we know the Lord 
commands or promises, we can also be sure that the Lord will grant us success and that 
He will guide our steps.  It may not be in the way we expect, but it will always happen.  
And that is exactly what we see next.   

Second, we see the servant set out in faith and obedience to get a bride for Isaac.  
Abraham’s servant took ten camels, packed up a variety of goods, and departed for 
Haran, which is the city of Nahor, Abraham’s brother.  When he arrived, he did the very 
thing that should always be done before you set out to do what the Lord commands – he 
prayed, he sought the Lord for His guidance, that He would do what He had promised, 
the very thing Abraham believed He would:  guide him to the woman He had chosen.  
And it’s interesting that the servant didn’t just pray a general prayer, but added some 
specifics.  He asked that the Lord would show him which He had chosen by having the 
woman do an extraordinary act of kindness – that when he asked her for water, she would 
not only give him a drink, but also offer to water all of his camels, which wouldn’t be an 
easy job, since he had ten of them.  This would say something about the character of the 
woman.  He wouldn’t have thought twice about a woman who refused to help, but was 
looking for one who had the submissive and humble heart of a servant.  This was the kind 
of woman that Isaac needed, the kind the Lord would use to carry on His plan, the kind 
who would make a suitable mother for the children of the household of faith.  I think it’s 
also important that we see where the servant went to have his prayer answered.  He didn’t 
go where there wouldn’t be any women, but to the place and at the time when the women 
of the city come out to draw water.  It’s one thing to ask the Lord for a sign, it’s another 
to tempt the Lord by making the request an almost impossible one.  Of course we need to 
be careful about asking God for signs.  In those days, believers really didn’t have any of 
God’s written Word, only the tradition that was passed on by word of mouth.  They had 
to rely more heavily on God’s Providential guidance.  Today, we have His completed 
Word, the Bible.  Before we ask the Lord for guidance, we should make sure that He 
hasn’t already told us what He wants us to do in Scripture.   

Well, the servant’s prayer was graciously answered almost immediately.  Even 
before he had finished speaking, the Lord sent the girl He had chosen out first – Rebekah, 
the daughter of Bethuel, a girl who was both outwardly beautiful, and one who was 
inwardly beautiful as well, as we can tell by the fact that she had kept herself chaste.  The 
servant made his request, and she responded very kindly, with respect and without 
hesitation.  This passage speaks volumes as to the kind of woman you young men should 
be looking for as a wife – one who is faithful, kind, humble, submissive, chaste, as well, 
of course, as one whose appearance is pleasing to you.  And this should also speak 
volumes to you young ladies as to the kind of woman you should seek to be.  Outward 
beauty has some value, but inward beauty is far more important.  If a young man is worth 
having as a husband, he will realize this is true and will be looking for this kind of 
woman.  If you want a good husband, make sure that you are this kind of woman.   

The servant stood by and watched in silence, wondering whether this was the 
Lord’s answer to his prayer.  He soon found out it was, as he discovered that she was 
from Abraham’s family.  He asked her if there was room in her father’s house for him to 
lodge.  When she said there was, the servant bowed low and worshipped the Lord for His 
lovingkindness to Abraham and to himself in guiding him as He promised He would.  
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The servant was then brought into the house.  It’s interesting to note that Laban, 
Rebekah’s brother, didn’t make a move to receive the servant until he saw the ring and 
the bracelets on Rebekah’s wrist.  This gives us an idea of what kind of person Laban is 
before we meet him again in chapter 29, when Jacob, Rebekah’s son, goes to live with 
him.  When they set food before the servant, he refused to eat until he had told them of 
his business, showing how intent he was on completing the work Abraham had given him 
to do.  This was the same kind of intensity that Jesus showed, whose meat and drink He 
said was to do the will of the Father.  This is the same kind of intensity He calls us to in 
His service.  If we would only take this more seriously, and spend more of ourselves in 
His service, we would not only see His work advance more quickly in this world, but we 
would be laying up for ourselves treasures in heaven far greater than we could ever 
imagine.  The servant then went on to tell Bethuel and Laban all that had happened, how 
he had been sent by Abraham to find a wife for Isaac, and how the Lord had guided him 
to their house.  And when they heard it, they both submitted to the fact that this was the 
Lord’s will.  The servant set out in faith; he prayed for guidance, and he was not 
disappointed.   

Third, we see Rebekah’s response of faith.  Bethuel and Laban believed that this 
was the Lord’s will, but what about Rebekah?  Did she believe that this offer of marriage 
had come from the Lord?  Apparently she did, because of her willingness to go with the 
servant and become the wife of Abraham’s son Isaac.  After the servant had Bethuel and 
Laban’s consent to the marriage, the servant bowed low and again worshipped the Lord.  
He then gave them many gifts, spent the night, and then wanted to leave right away in the 
morning to go back to Abraham.  Her brother and mother, however, wanted her to stay 
for a few more days first, and then go.  The servant then pressed them harder.  They 
finally decided to let Rebekah make the choice.  When they asked her, she agreed to go 
with him immediately.  This, of course, was not a light or unimportant decision.  When 
she made this choice, she was deciding to make a break with her father’s house, which at 
the time was idolatrous, as we will see when we read the account of Jacob and Laban, 
and to join herself with the covenant people of God.  It was more than just a simple 
decision regarding whom she would marry.  This is really the same choice we must make 
when Christ calls us.  He calls us to break away from the world completely, to give up its 
idols, its values, and to cling to the promises in Christ.  This isn’t something we have the 
power to do by nature, but something which the Spirit of God can and does work in the 
our hearts, if we are His elect.  This is the decision you have made this evening, if you are 
one of Christ’s sheep.  If you haven’t done this, then you need to ask God for the grace to 
do so now.  We may not hold onto the world and onto Christ.  Jesus said we cannot serve 
two masters, but only one (Matt. 6:24).  Another thing we see on a very practical level is 
the fact that her family members asked her wishes regarding the marriage before they 
sent her away.  Whenever we are arranging a marriage, we should always have the full 
consent of all the parties involved, or there will be problems later.   

Next we see the meeting of Isaac and Rebekah.  Before the servant departed, 
Bethuel and Laban gave Rebekah a parting blessing.  It wasn’t like the blessing which the 
patriarchs bestowed on their children, because Bethuel and Laban didn’t have the 
blessings of the promises of God to pass on.  It was, though, a desire that she would do 
well and that her children would prosper.  When she arrived, Isaac was out in the field 
meditating.  Then he looked up and saw the caravan coming.  When Rebekah realized 
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who he was, she veiled her face.  She was then presented to Isaac by the servant, and they 
were married.  Rebekah was brought by the Lord into Isaac’s life at a very important 
time, at the time of his mother’s death.  Her presence and ministry to him helped to 
comfort him over this loss.  This shows us something more of what the purpose of 
marriage is:  It is not for self-gratification, but for mutual comfort and companionship, 
something else those of you who are young should keep in mind as you look forward to 
marriage someday.  But the important thing to see here is that Isaac now had a wife, one 
through whom the promise could continue, through whom the promised seed could come.  
That separation which was so important to the Lord’s work was secured.   

The last thing that we see here is Abraham secure the inheritance of his son Isaac 
and finally, his death.  After Sarah died, Abraham took another wife, Keturah, and she 
bore him six sons.  One of the names you might recognize is Midian.  It was the land of 
Midian that Moses would later run to when he was fleeing from Pharaoh in Egypt, and it 
was from Midian that he would later find a wife and a wise father-in-law, Jethro.  The 
Lord had told Abraham that he would be the father of many nations, and here we see six 
more come from his loins, besides those which would come from Ishmael and Isaac.  But 
before Abraham died, he sent all the children of Keturah away toward the east, as he had 
done earlier with Hagar and Ishmael, away from his son Isaac.  When he sent them away, 
he gave them gifts, but he reserved his inheritance for Isaac.  He did this because he 
wanted his son to remain separate.  He didn’t want these other children who were not a 
part of the promise to jeopardize Isaac’s future.  His seed and their seed must not be 
allowed to intermarry, for that would bring God’s judgment and not His blessing.  Again, 
through all of this we see again and again the principle that the people of God are to 
remain separate from the people of the world.  They are especially never to enter into that 
most intimate partnership of all with them:  marriage.  Light and darkness do not mix.  
Don’t ever begin to think that they do.   

Finally, we see the death of Abraham when he was 175 years old.  His sons Isaac 
and Ishmael buried him in the cave at Machpelah where Sarah was also buried, in the 
land of Promise, as a sign that the land would be his.  When they buried him, they both 
did so with different attitudes and commitments.  Isaac did so in faith, believing the 
promise, but Ishmael without faith, because he was cut off from the promise.  Ishmael 
received the blessing of the Lord to become a great nation, but he never received the 
blessing of eternal life.  It’s only those who are of the faith of Abraham who inherit the 
promises.   

One last thing I would mention in closing is the parallel some see in this passage 
with the work of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in redemption.  Abraham is like the 
Father who also desires to have a bride for His Son, those for whom His Son laid down 
His life.  Isaac is like the Son of God who awaits His bride in heaven.  And the servant is 
like the Spirit the Father sends into the world get the bride.  This may have been in the 
mind of the Lord when He ordained this to be written down.  Certainly there are 
similarities and this would make a good illustration of that work of redemption.  But we 
need to be very careful in saying that this is the mind of the Lord, simply because the 
similarity is there.  What we do know from this is that the Lord preserved His covenant 
seed, so that He could eventually send His Son into the world.  But we also know that 
God desires us to be separate from the world, so that He can continue to do His work 
through us.  May He then give us the strength to do so.  Amen.   


