
"The Preciousness of Time" 
(Ephesians 5:15-17) 

Introduction: What is the first thing you th1.nk about when the new year 1.8 
just around the corner? Do you think about the things that you would like 
to do in the upcoming year? Do you think about the things that you d1.d in 
the year that is just past? The first thing that I think about is that I 
now have one less year to finish the things which the Lord has given me to 
do on this earth. Another thing that I think about is whether or not I have 
really accomplished anything over the last year that will have any eternal 
significance, for good or for bad. Each year that passes reminds me that 
time is running out, and soon it will all be gone. 

Time therefore is very precious. Something is considered to be precious 
when it is rare and expens1.ve. Is there a lot of it? Is it cheap and easy to 
get? Then it is not too precious. But is it rare? Is it something \v-hich is 
expensive, something that only a few people can afford? Then it is usually 
considered to be precious in the eyes of most people. How precious then is 
time? Is it rare? It is something that each person only has so much of, and 
something which one person cannot give to another? Is it expensive? Once it 
is all used up, all the money in the world cannot buy back even one second of 
it. Is it precious? Ask the person who has used up aU but the last seconds 
of his life, and see whether he thinks it is precious. 

Since time is so precious, we should be careful to use it very wisely. 
If we take such care with other things which are not nearly as valuable to 
budget them, why don't we do so with our time? 

This morning, as we look forward to the new year which is just around 
the corner, I want you to consider what the Bible teaches about time. And 
what I want you to consider is that, 

Because of the preciollsness of time, you should do everything in 
your power to use it as wisely as you can. 

1. 	 First, It Would Be Prof:itable for Us to Reflect More Carefully Upon Why 
Time .1S SO Prec.ious. 
A. 	 It Is Precious First of All Because Each of Us Only &is a L.imited 

Amoun t, and None of Us Knows How Much Tha t Amoun t J s . 
1. 	 Remember that God determined our days in eternity. 

a. 	 Before anything was, before God created the heavens and the 
earth, and time, He decreed how much time He would give us. 
(i) 	 The psalmist wrote, "THINE EYES HAVE SEEN MY UNFORl'lfED 

SUBSTANCE; AND IN THY BOOK THEY WERE ALL WRITTEN, THE 
DAYS THAT WERE ORDAINED FOR ME, WHEN AS YET THERE WAS 
NOT ONE OF THEM" (139: 16). 

(ii) 	 We haire no more time than what He has given us, nor 
less. And we have no way of knOtving just how much of 
it we have left. 

(iii) 	Are you a child here this morning? You fll.igl1t think 
that you have another seventy or eighty years of Life 
.left. But can you really be sure? YOll could rlln out 
of time today, or tomor:row, or next week. 

(iv) 	 On the other hand, are you advanced in years? Yon JIlay 
not have much time left either. Or you may have more 
time than some of the children here. You simply cannot 
know. God has given each of us so much, but: He has .t1ot 
told any of us [ww much. 

b. 	 But one thing f.;1e can know. The time which He has given to us 
on earth .1S a priceless treasure that He has entrusted to us. 
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(i) 	 .All which He has g.iven to us is a gift of His goodness, 
and He gave _it to us that f,ve might serve and glorit"y 
Him. 

(1.i) 	 Remember the words of our Lord, "FOR WHOEVER WISHES TO 
SAVE HIS LIFB SHI:1LL LOSE IT; BUT WHOEVER LOSES HI,,' LIFE 
FOR.MY SAKE SHALL FIND IT n (Hatt. 16:25). He has given 
us life, that we might lose it to Him. Can you 
honestly say that you have lost your life and given it 
",7h011y to Cbrist? 

(iii) 	 Look.ing baek over your years already lived, how much 
time have you used to accomplish the Lord work? 

(iv) 	 Have you been [ait.11fu11y yourself and serving 
your Lord? 

(v) 	 It" the Lord were to call you to g_ive an account at" the 
stewa.rdsl1ip of your Lime today, could you hunestly 
stand .in the conf.idence of a life used up for Him, ox 
would you be ashamed that you had devoted so littlet'to'::; 
His work? 

(vi) 	 Life is a price.less treasure, and it must be spent 0.11 the 
One who gave it to you, or you are throwing it away. 

2. 	 Think as well about the .fact that most of us here have already 
used up a good portion of our time. 
a. 	 Consider that once you have spent those pree.lous minutes, 

they can never be regained (Edwards 2:234). 
(i) 	 There are certt:dn things which if we lose them, we can 

often get them back, or can replace them with things 
jus t as good. 

(ii) 	 But that is not: the case with time. Once it is gone, 
it is gone forever. A.ll the money in the world could 
ne~rer buy back even one second. 

b. 	 Consider as weLl that you cannot hoJd on to time as you can 
to money. 
(1) 	 Maney you can save, but time is spent eT7en if YOI1 don't 

want to spend it. 
(Li) How much then should we try and use _it as best as we can? 

(Lii) 	 Think about the times in your life when you have had 
your heart set on somet.hing. and you worked d:iLigently 
to accomplish it. Think about how, when you looked 
back over that time, you were amazed t11.1t you had done 
so many things in so littJe t.i1l1e. This is how your 
heart should IJe set on the things at" the Lord. 

(iv) 	 Think of how much good you could do _in a day, in a 
month, or in a year, if your heart was really in it. 

(v) There is much you could do for the Lord and for the 
good o.f your own soul. But have YOll done so? 

(vi) 	 What have YOll done {4ith your time? Have you spent it 
wisely, or have you wasted it? 

(vii) 	 Have you spent most of it in the pursuit: of the things of 
the world, or in the things of God? Do you find that you 
are growing more in love with food and clothing and 
worldly pleasures and recreations, or with God and His 
Christ and tbe things of His kingdom and glory? 

(viii) 	 Remember that there is a day of judgment coming when 
the Lord wiJi scrutinize your use at" time. It" you were 
to stand before Him today, is there anything that you 
will have wished that you ha.d done dift"erently? Do it 
now while time remains. 
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c. 	 If you are young here this morn~ing, consider the advantage 
that this gives to you. 
(i) 	 Most of your life may still be ahead of you. 

(ii) 	 YOll stin have an opportunity to use your Life for 
God's glory. 

(iii) 	 But beware of the devil's lie, for he will ten YOll 

that since you have so much time, you should not take 
the th:ings of the Lord so seriously now, He will ten 
you to play now, and serve the Lord later. 

(iv) 	 But your youth is the best Lime of your life. YOIl are 
laying a foundation by tbe way tbat you live now t:118t 
will affect tile rest of your days. Don't let this 
precious opportunity through your fingers! Don /t 
let the devil catch you in his crafty snares. 

d. 	 Or, if YOll are along in years, consider the fact that you 
might nut: have much time left. 
(i) 	 If you have lived 50, 60, or 10 years of YOllr lLfe, and 

have not used your time wisely, there is nothing that 
you can do about it now. 

(ii) 	 Most of your time is eternally gone. 
{iii} 	 All that you can do is to make better use of the time 

that you have remaining. 
(iv) 	 Don't let the devil trap you in his snare by telling you 

that since you have wasted so much time, .it doesl1't 
rea]Zy matter what you do r,,7ith the rest of your 1.ife. It 
does! Use.it for God's glory. God {.;rants to see in you a 
heart of faith and acts of love when He comes for you. 

3. Remember that none of llS here knows bow much time we l1ave left. 
a. 	 We may have a year, maybe several years, or maybe only a 

month, a f,,7eek, or a day. 
b. 	 Next year at this time, some of us here may have run out of 

time and have given our account to God. This has been the 
case over the last year with severa} of our brethren. 

c. 	 We never seem to think that it will be HS. Few ever seem to 
take seriously the fact that they might get sick and die. 
But even if you are no t shorving any s~igns of .il1ness, you 
sti 1.1 cannot know that you wiLl even be around tomorrOf-l. 

d. 	 It is important therefore that ~-11lake the best use of any 
time that ~ have left remaining. 
(1) 	 James writes, "YOU ARE JUST A VAPOR THAT APPEARS FOR 11 

LITTLE WHILE AND THEN VANISHES AWAY" (4: 14) • 
(ii) 	 Your time is precious, and you should be carefu.l not to 

lose any of -it (Edwards 2:234). 

B. 	 Our Time Is Precious Second of All Because It: Is in this Brief Time 
Alone that Our Eternal DestinaUon Is Secured. 
1. 	 Your stay on earth is your probation for the rest of your 


eterm'J.1 existence. 

a. 	 It .is only during this time that you will either receive or 

reject Christ. 
b. 	 It is only during this time that you wlJo receive Christ w.ill 

be storing up gracious ref.tlards .in l1eaven to enjoy forever. 
c. 	 It is only during this time that you who reject Cluist will 

be storing up wrath .for yourself in the day of God's wrath. 
d. 	 Those (.;retched souls that are now in he.l1 would do anything 

to be in your place, and to have another opportunity to 
repent and turn to Christ. 
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(i) 	 But their time is UP. and so is their opportuni to 
repent of their sins and to embrace the Savior. 

(ii) 	 Those of you hf!re this morning who have not belielred on 
Christ for salvation, you need to seek the Lord to save 
your soul. You cannot changf! yoUY heart; you cannot 
embrace Christ with your own strength. You need to 
plead ~vith God to give you a new heart before it is too 
late. Your time may nm out, and once it does, there 
are no second chances. 

2. 	 But for those o.f you who are Christ's, don't forget that theye 
is a day of reckOl1_in& coming, when you will give an account of 
your time to God. 
a. 	 When you come to Christ, this is not the end of your 

journey, but the beginning. 
b. 	 Your time is a stewardship entrusted to you by Chr_ist. 
c. 	 How you spend it _indicates whether or not you truly love Him. 
d. 	 But it also the basis upon which God w--Ul reward or withhold 

reward from you on the day of lfis judgment. 
(i) 	 Time is the money that you have to spend on either the 

things of God's glory, or 011 the r.70rthless things of 
the world. 

(ii) 	 And on the day of God's judgment, He will look into 
your check register to see how you haTle spent yuurs (2 
COL 5: 10). 

(iii) 	 The fact that God is going to hold us accounta.b1e for 
our use of time should make us aLL trembJe. 

(iv) 	 It win be a terrible and frightening day, for it vlill 
reveal whether our 11.(e actually shows that we are 
Christians, or betray the fact that we have only been 
deceiving ourselves. 

(v) 	 Is h.me precious? Yes it is. How we use it will 
determine our eternity. 

II. 	 Because of the Preciousness of Time and tile Reali ty of the Day'}vudgment, 
We Ought to Do Everything in our Power to Hake the Best Use of Our 
Rem,fJ,ining Time as Poss_ible. And Our Text this Morning Shows Us How. 

A. 	 Paul Says You Must First of All CarefuJ1:v Consider How You Are 
Living, IITHEREFORE BE C"4REFUL HOW YOU WALK, NOT AS UNWISE MEN, BUT 
AS WISE (v, 1 
1. 	 He says, stop patterning your life after the foolish people of 

this age (v. 15b). 
a' The foolish man wastes his time in useless activit.ies and 

sinfulness, heaping up judgment to himself for the day of 
God's I"rath. 

b. 	 It' Tife were to examine our lives, I wonder how much we would 
really have in common wi th him. 
(i) 	 How much time have you wasted doing nothing of any value? 

(a) 	 I might ask tbis especially to those of you who 
are young. When I was young it seemed as though 
had more time than J knew what t.o do with. My 
parents were not i'lble to give me much direction, 
and so they le.ft me pretty much to waste my time 
as I pleased. Do you waste time? 

(b) 	 And those of you who are older, how much precious 
time do you waste? There are many things that you 
could do, such as talk to your neighbors about; 
Christ, v_lsit the prisoners in jail to bring the 
knowl of the Gospel to the])), g_ive you.r t.ime 

I 
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and resources to feed the hungry and c.lotl1 the 
poor, JIl.inister to your brethren in the church, 
read your Bible and godly literature, pray [or 
Christ's kingdom to advance on the eartb. But do 
you 	instead seit at home, watch television, go to 
the 	movies or sporting events, things which have 
no value in God's eyes at all? 

(c) 	 How much of a reward do you think you will have in 
heaven for hunting and kilLing an anLrna.l? or 
watch:ing a mOlTie? or sitt.ing idly i11 your house? 

(d) 	 Now don't misunderstand. Recreation is important. 
But 1 fear that for many 01- us, our recreation 110 

longer serves the purpose of renewing us in order 
to better serve the Lord, but has itself become 
our goal in life. You work that you might play, 

(e) 	 But rei'dize that if your recreation takes you away 
from God's service, then it _is strangling you, it 
is not truly benefiting you. ,e,.",,,-,,,.,,,{..tAJ 7(:~W'l>l.t/:, """""U-.v"'''''':'-''''<·~"k.'-'''' 

..,b-""f!I~' .bA"c<J.l","'-: 

(ii) 	 How much time have you ''lasted s~inning? 
(a) 	 This is worse than idle time; it is taking steps 

backward to destroy Christ IS kingdom rathey than 
to bu:i1d it. 

(b) 	 There win undoubtedly be S0111€ on the day of 
Judgment who ~vill .look back ovex' the.ir lives and 
wished that they had never Lived, for all that 
they accomplished in lifewa.s to add mOllnta.'frIS of 
misery to their everlasting damnation in hell. 

(c) 	 And perhaps .in the process they have also 
increased the damnation of others whom they 
encouraged to tbe same evil deeds. 

(d) 	 .lL .is bet ter to idly waste your time than to spend 
it upon evi1. 

(iii) How much time have you wasted in rUl1ning after the (.;oyld? 
(a) 	 Have you set your heart 011 fame and fortune in 

this life? Tha.t is a ller), low goal to shoot for. 
(b) 	 You do need a certain amount of money to live on, 

but too much can be stumbling block. 
(c) 	 How much good can it do for your soul? Can.it 

better prepare you to stand before God on that day? 
(d) 	 For most people .it: does more damage to their souls 

than anything elsE'. Pau.l wrote to Timothy, "FOR 
THE LOVE OF' MONEY IS A ROOT OF ALL SORTS OF EVIL, 
AND SOME BY LONGING FOR IT HAVE WA.NDERED AllAY FROM 
THE FAITH, AND PIERCED THEMSELVES WITH MAlv¥ A 
PANG" (1 Tim. 6:10). 

(iv) 	 If any of these things describe you, you must stop 
your foolish living. Life is far too precious to 
waste on these things. 

2. 	 Paul says do not waJk as unwise, but as wise (v. 15c). 
a< 	 The wise know that knowing tIle will of God and doing it 


patiently and from the heart is the right path to travel 

b. 	 The wise man knows that t1Jere .is a day of reckoning coming? 


and so he awakens every day wi th his eyes set on that goa.l, 

praying tl1at he might give a good account of that day to the 

Lord. 
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B. 	 Therefw:'e, If You Are to Be Wise, You Must Make the Most of Your 
Remaining Timi?! (v. 16, 17) 
1. 	 Every minute you l:ive you must make a decis.ion as to how you 

can serve the Lord. 
a. 	 Use your t.ime as best: as you know how, and study to f.ind out 

better ways of us:ing it, especially those Umes which are 
mas t pree.lous: 
(i) The Lord's Day, and especitllly public worsl1ip. 

(i1) Those precious times of famil.}' (~orship. 
(iii) 	 And, for those of you who .:lre sUll young, the days of 

your youth when you have an your natural strength and 
energy. 

b. You must a.1so use your free time to its best advantage. 
(i) 	 All of us have some free titfle. Some of us have more 

than others. 
(ii) 	 Do not waste all of your's in worthless activities. 

(iii) 	 Tell yourself, "On1y so much rest and so much 
recreation, and 110 more!" 

(iv) 	 Budget a majority of .it t"or acts of pif'ty a.nd 
benevolence. Do good works, for this is why you were 
created .in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2: 10). 

c. 	 Hake the best lise of every opportunity that the Lord in His 
providence gives to you. 
(i) 	 When Pa.ul wrote this .letter, the church was under the 

threat of persecui.ion. It was possible that the door 
of opportunity was closing to do the Lord's work. 
Therefore Paul counse1.led thern to grasp the Lime, to 
buy it up, to redeem :it, before the opportunity for 
doing the Lord's will was past. 

(i.i) 	 EverydclY brings with it another 24 hours in which to 
serve the Lord. Redeem those moments as much as you 
can to finish your .race. 

(iii) 	 Someday your opportunities wi.U all be behind you, and 
you will enter into the eternal state. 

(iv) 	 Once that time is gone, i is gone, and nothing you can 
do will return even the smallest amount of it. 

2. 	 .4nd so Paul conc.ludes, "SO THEN DO NOT BE FOQI,ISH, BUT 

UNDERSTAND WHAT THE WILL OF THE LORD IS" (v. 17). 

a. 	 Do not be foolishly ignorant of God IS win, but understand 

what the Lord wishes 1.0 bring about through your life. 
b. 	 Learn to value the things that He values. Put away your 

worthless things. 
c. 	 Seek to live for Christ with all your strength, relying 

fully on His grace. 
d. 	 Think about what it tvill be. like for you on your death bed. 

Think about. how if you had"<t'6 live ,~ over again, how you 
might do so more for God's glory. And then seek to l:ilTe 
each moment of your .life as one who has the opportunity to 
do so again. 

e. 	 Seek to use your remaining time as wisely as possible, 
because when it is gone, all of the universe will not buy 
back for you even one of those precious moments of life. 
May God grant to all of us the grace to do so. Amen! 


