
 

“The Preciousness of Salvation” 
(1 Peter 1:10-12) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We have been looking at this letter which the apostle Peter wrote to those 
Christians who were scattered throughout the regions of Asia Minor.  We have seen that Peter 
wrote to them to encourage them in the persecution that they were undergoing, or that they 
would soon undergo.  He reminded them that although trials are necessary, no power in heaven 
or on earth can ever shake them out of the Father’s hand, for they are protected and guarded by 
the almighty and infinite power of God.  He told them that these trials were sent by God for the 
testing and refining of their faith, to prove whether or not they were His, and to refine their faith, 
so that they might bring greater glory to God.   When a Christian’s faith is tried and proven to 
be genuine, then he can have assurance in the midst of his trials and know that on the day of 
Christ’s judgment that he will receive the glory and honor that comes from God.  This honor is 
far more valuable and lasting than that which comes from man, and it is that honor, God’s honor, 
that we are to seek.  And lastly, he reminded them that if their faith was true, if it was genuine, 
then they could look to Christ; they could endure as seeing Him who is not seen, as though they 
saw Him face to face; and they could rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, knowing 
that they would obtain the goal of faith, the salvation of their souls.  They could be assured that 
God would keep them no matter what the enemy of their souls would throw at them.  This is 
true of you, if you are Christ’s this morning.   
 In this next section, Peter now draws their attention to the character of this salvation, 
perhaps to make it shine more brightly in their eyes and to give them greater encouragement in 
their trials since, by faith, they were the heirs of it.  He says that this salvation is so precious, 
that the holy men of old searched carefully to find out who it was that God was speaking of and 
when He would come.  This salvation is so precious that the holy angels, who behold the face of 
God, desire to look into it and to learn of these things as well.  And yet, it was revealed to the 
prophets that they were not serving themselves, but you, for you are the ones who have seen and 
have become partakers of this Christ whom they predicted by faith.  The angels knew as well 
that their role in this great drama of redemption was to render service to you, who are saved by 
God and kept by faith for a salvation ready to be revealed.  If this is the character of this 
salvation, how much ought you to desire it as something precious, and how much comfort ought 
it to bring you in the midst of your trials?  What I want you to see this morning, is that  
 
 The salvation which God provides through Jesus Christ is a very precious thing.   
 
I.  First, I Want You to See that the Prophets Recognized that This Salvation Is Precious.  

Peter Tells Us, “As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would 
come to you made careful search and inquiry, seeking to know what person or time the 
Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and 
the glories to follow” (v. 10-11).   
A.  They Tried to Find Out Who This Messiah Was, and when He Would Come.   

1.  They knew that what Moses wrote was true, “The secret things belong to the LORD 
our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may 
observe all the words of this law” (Deu. 29:29).   
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2.  But they also knew what Amos the prophet wrote was true, “Surely the Lord GOD 
does nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to His servants the prophets” 
(3:7).  God would always reveal His plans through His Spirit to His prophets, before 
they came to pass, that they might know that He is the Lord.  Peter wrote, “For no 
prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 1:21).   

3.  God would send frequently send forth His Spirit upon His prophets to warn them of 
coming judgment for their complaining and their rebellion.  But He would also 
frequently send them words of comfort, words which promised the coming Messiah.  
They knew that Messiah would have to suffer to deliver them from their sins.  And 
they knew that afterward Messiah would be glorified and would reign over them, to free 
them from their corruptions and to bring them safely into the eternal kingdom of God.   
a.  Perhaps the most well-known prophecy concerning this in all of Scripture is that of 

Isaiah the prophet, where he writes in chapters 52-53, “Just as many were 
astonished at you, My people, so His appearance was marred more than any 
man, and His form more than the sons of men. . .  He has no stately form or 
majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be 
attracted to Him.  He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face, He was 
despised, and we did not esteem Him.  Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and 
our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted.  But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 
crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and 
by His scourging we are healed.  All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of 
us has turned to his own way; but the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to 
fall on Him.  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His 
mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before 
its shearers, so He did not open His mouth.  By oppression and judgment He 
was taken away; and as for His generation, who considered that He was cut off 
out of the land of the living, for the transgression of my people to whom the 
stroke was due?  His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He was with a 
rich man in His death, because He had done no violence, nor was there any 
deceit in His mouth” (Isa. 52:14; 53:2-9).   

b.  And as to the fact that after His suffering, He would receive honor and glory, Isaiah 
continues, “But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He 
would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will 
prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.  
As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; by His 
knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will 
bear their iniquities.  Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and 
He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to 
death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of 
many, and interceded for the transgressors” (53:10-12).   

c.  But seeing the priceless value of what this Messiah was going to do, the prophets 
most naturally asked themselves:  who was this man?  When would the Lord send 
Him?    
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B.  It Was to This End that Peter Says that They Made Diligent Search and Careful Inquiry.   

1.  Maybe you thought that the prophets knew everything.   
a.  Maybe you thought that they perfectly understood their prophecies.  This was not 

necessarily the case.   
b.  It was true that they were anointed with the Spirit of God above the average 

believer.   
c.  It was also true for those prophets who were converted that they had a greater level 

of spiritual maturity.  There were those prophets, such as Balaam and even King 
Saul, who truly prophesied from the Lord, and yet were unconverted.   

d.  But these prophets did not understand everything about their prophecies.  They did 
not know everything that we know, now that we have the NT Scriptures.   

 
2.  But the point to see here is that they wanted to know.  They wanted to know who this 

Christ was.  They wanted to know when He would come.   
a.  And so Peter tells us that they scrutinized the prophecies that they had written.  

They put out a considerable amount of effort and care to learn what the Lord was 
indicating by these words.  Jesus said to His disciples, “For truly I say to you, that 
many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see 
it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it” (Matt. 13:17).   

b.  And why did they want to know?  Why were they concerned at all about the 
coming of the Christ, and about His work, His death, and His resurrection?  Why 
did it interest them so much?   

c.  It’s really no mystery.  After all, why does Christ interest you?  Why are you 
concerned to know about His life and death?  Isn’t it because it is by His life that 
you have life?  Isn’t it because by His death that you are freed from death?  Isn’t it 
because apart from Christ you have no hope of anything except everlasting 
destruction in the bowels of hell for your sins?  because apart from Christ, your sins 
would rise up against you on the day of judgment and condemn you and cast you 
away forever from His presence?   

d.  The prophets were men of God.  But they were also sinners in need of the grace of 
God.  Apart from Christ, they also would be swept away.  This is what made Christ 
was precious to them, more precious than anything else in the whole creation.  They 
needed Christ for the good of their souls.  No one or nothing else could save them.  
He alone could deliver them from their sins.   

e.  But the prophets also found Christ precious because, being changed by the Spirit of 
God, and being given by Him a relish of divine and holy things, they delighted in 
knowing Him.  The things of the Lord were more precious to them than silver and 
gold.  And so they diligently searched and carefully examined the Scriptures to learn 
what they could about this Messiah and the Lord’s great plan of salvation for His 
people.   

 
II.  Secondly, Peter Tells Us that the Angels also Find This Salvation to Be Precious.  

These Are “Things into which angels long to look.”   
A.  They Also Had, and Have, a Strong Desire to Look into God’s Plan of Redemption.   

1.  They, as well as the prophets, have a desire to investigate, to examine the matters of 
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salvation, just as Peter and John also did when they stooped down and looked into the 
tomb to see if Jesus was still there (Luke 24:12).   

2.  We see the angels involved throughout the record of God’s dealings with man, asking 
questions, rejoicing at the salvation of the lost, and even being spectators of this mighty 
drama of redemption.   
a.  One angel asked another angel concerning the vision that was given to Daniel about 

the trampling of the holy place and the people of God (Dan. 8:13).   
b.  Another angel asked one of his kind when the end of God’s wonders would come, 

and Christ would return (Dan. 12:6).   
c.  Jesus said that the angels rejoice in heaven whenever one sinner repents (Luke 

15:10).   
d.  And Paul tells us in Eph. 3:10 that God gave him grace to preach the unfathomable 

riches of Christ to the Gentiles, in order that this administration of God’s mystery 
which had been hidden for ages might be revealed, in order that the wisdom of God 
might be made known to the angels, through the church.   

e.  The angels are involved as servants and as spectators in the unfolding plan of God’s 
mercy to both the Jews and the Gentiles.   

 
B.  But Why Are the Angels Concerned about These Things?  Why Are They Precious to 

Them?   
1.  For one thing, the angels are holy; they love holiness, and so they love everything 

which God does.  Their heart’s desire is to know what God is doing and to glorify Him 
for it.   

2.  But this salvation also concerns them.  They are the ones who are sent out to render 
service for the sake of those who will inherit it (Heb. 1:14).  If there had not been a 
plan to redeem any of Adam’s fallen race, then God may not have elected any of the 
angels to stand when the other angels rebelled in heaven. Although it might also be the 
case that the angels rebelled in the first place because their pride would not allow them 
to stoop so low as to serve that creature, man, who seemed to be so far below them in 
power and might.   

3.  This salvation is precious to them because, even if it is not their sole reason for 
existence, it is at least at this time the Lord’s plan for their lives to serve those who will 
inherit it.   

4.  This salvation therefore is precious to prophets and angels.   
 

III.  But Thirdly, This Salvation Should Be Precious to You Because It Concerns You 
Personally.   
A.  In the case of both the prophets and the angels, “It was revealed to them that they were 

not serving themselves.”   
1.  I have already noted that the author to the Hebrews says that the angels are 

“ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit 
salvation” (Heb. 1:14).   

2.  But our text also tells us that the prophets were not serving themselves either.   
a.  This was something that in their search, the Lord revealed to them.   
b.  Daniel writes, “It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things; He knows 

what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with Him” (2:22).   
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c.  What He showed the prophets was that this revelation was not primarily intended 
for them.   

 
B.  They were not serving themselves, “But you, in these things which have now been 

announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit 
sent from heaven.”   
1.  It is not that the prophets were excluded.  They were also of those blessed saints who 

had not received the promises, but saw them far off and welcomed them (Heb. 11:13).   
2.  They knew that God had something better which was coming (vv. 39-40).  But it was 

coming to a later generation, to another people.   
3.  Peter says that that generation was those to whom he was writing.  The prophets were 

serving the NT saints.   
4.  The things they wrote about were the things which were announced to them by those 

who preached the gospel to them.  The Gospel is the essence of what they wrote about.   
5.  And it is by and with the Holy Spirit that they preached it.   

a.  It is the Spirit who anoints the preachers of the Gospel to bring forth God’s Word.   
b.  But it is also the Spirit who works with the Word to bring its affect of convicting of 

sin and righteousness and judgment (John 16:8).   
 

6.  And it is by this same Spirit and same method that it has come to you.  If you are a 
believer in Christ, the prophets and angels have served and are serving you.   

7.  This salvation should be precious to you, because you are involved in it.   
a.  You are the heirs of what the prophets foretold.  You are the ones who have 

received the benefits of what the Messiah has done.   
b.  You are those to whom the Lord has sent His servants, the preachers of the Gospel, 

to proclaim peace and salvation to you.   
c.  You are those who have been changed by the Spirit of God.  He has worked on 

your heart through His Word, so that you might freely embrace Christ as your Lord 
and as your Savior.   

d.  You are those whom the angels serve.  They are ministering spirits send out to 
render service to you until you arrive safely in the eternal gates of heaven.     

e.  This salvation is precious.  It is the most precious possession that you or anyone 
else could ever possess.  Do not let the devil, or the flesh, or the world ever 
convince you otherwise.  You are not missing out on anything of any value in this 
world to follow Christ.  Salvation is worth more than an infinite number of worlds 
full of such treasure as is in this world.   

f.  This salvation is worth the loss of all you possess.  It is worth the loss of any 
measure of comfort in this life.  It is worth the loss of your life in this world, to gain 
it forever in the next.   

g.  Study to make it the desire of your heart.  Labor to have your heart affected by its 
riches, so that the things of the world will have no hold on you.   

h.  Search God’s Word, even as the prophets of old have done, to know Christ fully, 
and to know His will fully.   

i.  And then serve Him with all your heart, mind and soul, knowing that you have 
obtained that which is most precious, now you must serve Him who is most precious.   

j.  But if you have not come to trust and obey the Savior, then these things are not 
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precious to you.  They will prove to be your undoing.  For the One who has 
promised such wonderful things to His people, has also promised to sweep away the 
wicked forever in everlasting destructions.   

k.  The prophets, who prophesied of the grace of God toward those who believe, will 
stand up and condemn you on the last day for not giving heed to their prophecies.   

l.  The preachers of the Gospel, who warned you about the coming judgment and who 
urged you to flee, will then take a hand in pronouncing judgment against you.   

m.  The angels, who would have rendered service to you, will cast you into the lake 
which burns with fire forever and ever.   

n.  And the Spirit, who would have filled you and given you joy unspeakable and full 
of glory here and for the rest of eternity, will be the fire that torments you forever 
and ever away from the comfortable presence of the Lord.   

o.  If such is the case with you, listen to the words of the prophets, give heed to the 
warnings of this preacher, do not resist the Spirit’s work of conviction, but seek the 
Lord while He may be found!  Call upon Him to change your heart!  Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved!  Amen.   


