
“The Prayer God Hears” 
(James 1:6-8) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, James was telling us about how to get the wisdom we need to 
make it through our trials:   
a.  We all need wisdom – God’s direction, His help in our difficulties.   

(i)  None of us know everything we need to know.   
(ii)  None of us is sufficient by his or herself.   
(iii)  We all need the Lord:  for support, for guidance – we need each other as 

well for counsel.   
 

b.  But to get this wisdom from God, we need to pray:   
(i)  We need to ask the Lord for His help.   
(ii)  James will later tell us, “You do not have because you do not ask” (4:2).   
(iii)  We can’t assume that the Lord is simply going to give it to us when we 

need it.   
(iv)  He wants us to pray and ask:  it tends to remind us how dependent we 

really are on Him.   
 
2.  Remember, it’s in this matter of wisdom that James gives us one of the most 

amazing promises in Scripture:   
a.  He says if we ask, God will give it to us.   
b.  He will do so generously:  enough to make His paths clear.   
c.  He will do so without reproach:  He will not demean us because we need His 

help – He is honored by the fact that we acknowledge we do.   
d.  Remember, He brings trials to help us grow.  Having done so, will He leave 

us without direction on how best to use them for that purpose?  Of course not.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Tonight, James again reminds us as to what the trial is testing:  our faith.   

a.  He tells us there is a particular way we must ask for help, if we expect to 
receive it:  We must ask in faith.   

b.  Not to do so reveals an inconsistency; it shows that we have a problem – one 
of the very things the trial is meant to reveal:   
(i)  So that we can seek God’s grace if we don’t have it.   
(ii)  Or grow in grace if we do.   
(iii)  A trial has the effect of forcing us to place our trust again in God.   
(iv)  It helps to build our faith in Him.   
(v)  Which is why the Lord tells us that when we ask Him for wisdom in our 

trials, we must ask in faith.   
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2.  This evening, I want us to see two things:   
a.  First, how we are to ask that we might receive God’s wisdom:  namely, in 

faith; we must believe He will grant it to us; we must trust Him.   
b.  Second, how we can pray believing and not doubting:  it’s only by praying 

according to God’s revealed promises.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, how are we to ask God for wisdom so that we might receive that wisdom?   
1.  We must ask believing, in faith, without any doubting.   

a.  This is the only way we will receive any of God’s blessings.   
(i)  The author to the Hebrews reminds us that, “Without faith it is impossible 

to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that 
He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” (11:6).   

(ii)  And Jesus tells us, “And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will 
receive” (Matt. 21:22).   

 
b.  This is the same qualification James gives us when we ask for wisdom.   

(i)  We must ask in faith – this must mean by the power of God’s grace, 
because He has only promised to answer the prayers of His children.   

(ii)  But it must also mean to ask believing/trusting He will answer our 
prayer.   

 
2.  Consider the implications of doubting:   

a.  James tells us that one who doubts is unstable/fickle/double-
minded/undecided:  like the surf of the sea.   
(i)  He may be lifted up with faith at one point, and then cast down with 

doubt at another.   
(ii)  Whoever prays like this cannot expect to receive anything from the Lord.   
(iii)  Why?   

(a)  Because it is to doubt the wisdom, power and integrity of God.   
(b)  It is indirectly to call God a liar:  He says if we ask He will give – if 

we ask, but doubt He will give, we are doubting His honesty.   
(c)  It also points to a problem in our lives that God wants to address – 

something the trial is meant to expose:  a lack of faith.   
 

b.  If we doubt God’s love or intentions towards us, we will be like a ship tossed 
around in a storm.   
(i)  Our lives will also reflect this:  not steadfast, but rising and falling with 

our circumstances.   
(ii)  One moment, we’ll be deep in despair over our spiritual condition, or a 

situation we’re faced with.   
(iii)  The next moment, when we experience some temporary relief, our 

spirits will soar into the heavens.   
(iv)  Not only is it very difficult to live like this, it dishonors the Lord because 

it betrays a lack of trust.   
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3.  We need to be able to keep our eyes focused on God and His promises:   
a.  This will help steady our course.   
b.  This is how faith works to bring us through a trial:  it makes us steadfast, 

believing, hoping, able to endure.   
c.  Matthew Henry writes, “To be sometimes lifted up by faith, and then thrown 

down again by distrust – to mount sometimes towards the heavens, with an 
intention to secure glory, and honour, and immortality, and then to sink again 
in seeking the ease of the body, or the enjoyments of this world – this is very 
fitly and elegantly compared to a wave of the sea, that rises and falls, swells 
and sinks, just as the wind tosses it higher or lower, that way or this.  A mind 
that has but one single and prevailing regard to its spiritual and eternal 
interest, and that keeps steady in its purposes for God, will grow wise by 
afflictions, will continue fervent in its devotions, and will be superior to all 
trials and oppositions” (Commentary).   

 
B.  Second, how are we to pray in faith, so that we might receive what we ask?   

1.  How can we pray believing and not doubt?   
a.  First, we need to understand what this can’t mean:   

(i)  It can’t mean that if I somehow muster up the strength to belief that 
somehow the Lord is going to answer my prayer, that then He will answer 
it.   
(a)  This is the definition of the faith-healers.   
(b)  They turn faith into a work:  I must believe it will happen, and then it 

will happen.   
(c)  If we think it’s talking ourselves into the fact that God must give me 

what I ask if I can believe it strongly enough and not doubt, we have 
done the same.   

(d)  It can’t mean this.   
 
(ii)  It also doesn’t mean merely that I believe God is able to do what I ask.   

(a)  If we believe in the God of the Bible, we must at least believe He can 
do whatever we might ask.   

(b)  After all, He created the heavens and the earth with a word; He could 
recreate the world again in a word, if He wanted to.   

(c)  How could He not have the power to do what I ask in prayer?   
 

b.  What does it mean to pray in faith?   
(i)  It means to pray knowing that it is His will that I receive that particular 

mercy.   
(a)  Either because I have a promise in Scripture.   
(b)  Or in the case of things Scripture doesn’t address and are left up to the 

Providence of God, it can also mean something the Lord does in our 
hearts by His grace that gives us a supernatural assurance that He 
desires to answer a particular prayer:   
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(1)  Such as when He puts it on the heart of a missionary to continue to 
try and reach a people with the Gospel, believing He will give 
success.   

(2)  Or when He puts a strong burden on our heart to pray for a 
particular need, somehow believing that need will be met.   

(3)  This, in the nature of the case, is very subjective, so we must be 
careful – we can be wrong (this desire is not infallible).   

 
(ii)  In essence, praying in faith means to pray believing God will make good 

on His offer to give me what I ask for because He has promised it.   
(a)  We must not doubt Him, think Him unfaithful, or indirectly call Him a 

liar.   
(b)  If we do, we will receive nothing, except reproof.   
(c)  But if we pray in faith, we will receive what He has promised to give 

us.   
 

2.  In the case of wisdom, there is no doubt He will give it.   
a.  We have a very clear promise.   
b.  The Lord wants to guide us – this is why He have us His Word and Spirit.   
c.  He wants us to walk in the good and right way:  do we think He would hide 

His will from us?   
d.  He wants us to trust in Him for guidance through trials:  do we think He 

would withhold the means by which the trials He sends would help us to 
walk more closely with Him?   

e.  No.  He says we may ask; He commands us to ask, because He desires to 
answer our prayer.   

f.  And so let us believe this and let us ask and receive guidance, so that we may 
know what He wants us to do to give Him greater glory.   

g.  Let me close with this encouragement from Gervase Babington, bishop of 
Exeter and Worcester, England, in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth 
century.  He writes, “Have an eye to the sweet promises of God, concerning 
the suits of His children to Him, which are so many and so entire, as no heart, 
if it be not flint or steel, but must receive comfort and courage to speak unto 
such a Lord.  ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you.  Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, He will give it you’ (Matt. 7:11; John 16:23), and a thousand such like.  
Muse upon them until the fire kindle within you, and then speak with a spirit 
to so sweet a God as so cheers His children to pray heartily” (Day by Day, 9).  
Amen.   


