
 

“The Parable of the Sower” 
(Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We move on now from Jesus’ confrontation with the Pharisees and scribes to one of the most 
interesting chapters in the book of Matthew.  They’re really all interesting, but this one is particularly 
interesting because in it Jesus describes for us the nature of the kingdom of God in this world, that is, how it 
starts, how it grows, what it will become, and what will happen at its end in this world.  In this chapter, He 
will first tell how it will be propagated and the different responses it will meet with in the Parable of the 
Sower.  Next, He will tell us that the kingdom will be made up of two different kinds of people in the Parable 
of the Tares and the Wheat.  He will then show us that the kingdom will begin very small, but that it will 
become very large, and that it will only have a small influence at first, but that it will eventually effect the 
whole world in the Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Leaven.  He will also show us how valuable the 
kingdom will be to those who realize its true worth in the Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of 
Great Price.  And finally, He will tell us what will happen to it at the end, when God’s plan for His earthly 
kingdom is over in the Parable of the Dragnet.   
  This morning, we will begin by looking at the parable of the Sower.  And what our Lord Jesus wants 
us to understand from this is that  
 
  The kingdom of God will grow through the preaching and witnessing of the Gospel, but will meet 
with four different kinds of responses in those who hear it.   
 
I.  First, let’s consider just for a moment the illustration Jesus uses to teach us this truth:  that of a 

sower and his seed.    
A.  It was very common in their day to see someone out working his field.   

1.  After all, they lived in an agricultural society.   
a.  Almost everyone survived by working the ground.   
b.  Not only did they need to raise livestock, they also had to plant crops and harvest them, to feed 

themselves and their livestock.   
 

2.  Our Lord here speaks of such a man who is doing this work.   
a.  He has gone through the necessary work of preparing his soil and is now out sowing in his 

field.  He has a bag of seed slung around his shoulder, opening at his waist, so that he can 
easily reach in, grab a handful of seed, and he is casting the seed upon the ground.   

b.  Today, we have machines to help us do this called broadcasters.  We put our seed or fertilizer 
into them, and as we push them, they spin and throw that material evenly across our lawns or 
fields.  But back then they used their hands.  It wasn’t as accurate as our machines, but it did 
get the job done.   

 
B.  But notice that as He sows, his seed lands in different places.  Even though he did his best to prepare 

his field, not all of the ground is ready.   
1.  Some of the seed was thrown too far and landed on the side of the road or on the road itself.   

a.  If you have a large field to sow, you don’t worry about every grain of seed.  If it doesn’t land 
where you are sowing, you don’t pick it up, or cover it over.  You just leave it alone.   

b.  But it lands in unprepared ground.  It’s too hard for the seed to penetrate and get into the soil 
where it can receive the moisture it needs to germinate and grow.   

c.  And so what happens?  The birds come and eat it up.  If you’ve ever tried to plant grass seed in 
your lawn, you’ve seen this same thing happen.   

 
2.  But some of the seed also falls into rocky places.   

a.  This is another area of the field which wasn’t ready to receive the seed.  Perhaps Jesus means 
that there are rocks immediately below the surface of the soil, or that some of the soil has 
blown up onto some rocks.  But either way, there is only enough soil and moisture for the seed 
to germinate and begin to grow, but not enough to sustain it from the heat.   

b.  And so what happens?  When the sun beats down on them, they wither and die, because they 
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don’t have deep enough roots to draw up enough moisture to keep them from drying out.   
 

3.  Still other seed falls into the thorny soil.   
a.  One of the things that is still difficult to do is to rid your garden of all those nasty weeds.  There 

were no herbicides in those days, so farmers had to do the best they could in pulling the weeds 
out with the tools they had.   

b.  But what happens when a garden becomes overrun with weeds?  They choke out the good 
plants.  They take away their moisture and food and sunlight and eventually kill the good 
plants.  There is an ivy which was imported, I believe from Japan, which is very hardy and 
grows quite quickly.  It may have been brought over for its beauty and ease of care, but it has 
quickly become a great concern because it takes over everything, even forests full of trees, 
killing everything it covers, while it is resistant to just about every kind of herbicide and very 
difficult to root out.  This plant very aptly illustrates the thorny ground spoken of here.   

 
4.  But still other seed falls into the well prepared and clean earth, where it takes root and grows and 

brings forth the fruit for which it was planted, multiplying its seed by 30, 60, or 100 times as 
much.   
 

II.  Jesus now uses this very common picture to illustrate for us the way in which the kingdom of 
heaven is promoted and the way in which different kinds of people will respond to it.   
A.  First, Jesus uses this to show us how the kingdom of heaven is promoted.   

1.  What does the sowing of the seed represent?  Well very clearly, it represents the communication of 
the Word of God, either through the preaching, teaching or witnessing of it.   
a.  Jesus tells us plainly in verse 19 that the seed is the “word of the kingdom.”  And in a parallel 

passage in Mark, He says, “The sower sows the Word” (Mark 4:14).   
b.  This is the seed from which the crop must grow.  Without the truth of God, nothing will be 

produced of any spiritual benefit.   
c.  More narrowly, this is the Gospel, the Word of God’s truth, the word of reconciliation that God 

holds out to lost sinners, where He speaks of His love to sinners, that He sent His Son into the 
world to redeem them, to redeem all who would believe in Him.  This is the word of His grace, 
that whosoever will turn from all of their sins and come and take hold of His Son by faith, may 
have everlasting life and escape eternal condemnation.   

d.  This speaks to us of the grace of God, first, in providing His infinite mercy to lost sinners such 
as us, that we might receive salvation ourselves through His Word, and secondly, in giving this 
message to us so that we might tell others how they too might escape from the consequences of 
their sins and have fellowship with God.   

e.  The seed is the Gospel.   
 

2.  But who is the sower?   
a.  First of all, the sower is Christ.  He is the One who began the proclamation of this Gospel.  We 

could argue from that very beginning that it was God who first proclaimed that Gospel to 
Adam and Eve, and this is true.  And we could also argue that it continued to be proclaimed 
through the patriarchs and the prophets, and that is true.  But Jesus is the One who began to 
proclaim it in all of its fullness, because He is its fulfillment.   

b.  Certainly the disciples were also sowers of the Word.   
c.  But in a very real sense all of God’s people are sowers of this Word, for it has been given to all 

of us to share with others.   
 

3.  But how is this Word sown?   
a.  It is sown through the authoritative preaching and teaching of the Word by Christ’s ministers.   
b.  But we mustn’t forget that it is also sown by each one of us by the way we live and through our 

verbal witness to our children, our family members, our friends, and our neighbors.   
c.  The seed is the Gospel, and it is to be sown by each one of us.   
 

B.  But notice that Jesus also tells us here that as this seed is sown there will be four basic responses by 
those who hear it, which is represented by the four different results in the four different soils.   
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1.  The seed which fell beside the road and which was eaten by the birds, represents the one who isn’t 
affected at all by the Word.   
a.  Jesus tells us that he hears it, but he doesn’t understand it.  Then the evil one comes and takes 

away what has been sown in his heart.   
b.  The seed sits, as it were, on his heart.  It doesn’t penetrate or get into his mind or affections at 

all.  To him the Gospel sounds like foolishness.  He doesn’t understand it.  It’s not that he can’t 
understand what it means, but he doesn’t see the beauty of it, and so he doesn’t put much effort 
into trying to understand it.  I don’t think I need to illustrate what this is like.  We all have 
people living around us, perhaps even within our own immediate families, who are like this.  
They don’t even want to hear about Christ, and some are downright hostile.   

c.  Paul tells us, “The word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness” (1 Cor. 1:18), 
and so they reject it.  But since they reject it, the evil one comes in and snatches it away.  He 
blinds their eyes and hardens their hearts even more against it.  Needless to say, this first 
example represents those who are not brought savingly to Christ through the Gospel.   

 
2.  The seed which was sown on the rocky ground represents the one who hears the Word, receives it 

with joy, but then falls away in the heat of a trial.   
a.  Those in this category go beyond the first soil in that the seed makes some kind of impact on 

their lives.  They receive it.  They’re happy about it.  They’re filled with joy in believing that 
Christ is their Savior and that they have been saved from destruction.  They even continue in it 
for a while.   

b.  But what happens?  A trial comes along from the Lord to test their faith, to show them what it’s 
made of.  Maybe their friends begin to persecute and ridicule them.  Maybe their family 
members do the same.  Maybe their profession is going to cost them dearly in their marriages 
and their spouses are threatening to leave if they don’t stop all this religious nonsense.  Maybe 
they live in a country like Sudan or Indonesia where to confess Christ means that they may 
lose their lives.  What are they going to do?   

c.  Jesus says they fall away.  They would rather live comfortably than give up these others things 
which are more important to them.  These are what trials are for, remember, to show us what 
we are made of.  In this case, the trial does not drive them away from Christ, but shows that 
they never really came to Him in the first place.  They were not deeply rooted and founded on 
Christ, and so they were not able to stand.  Needless to say, this second category also 
represents those who are not brought savingly to Christ through the Gospel.   

 
3.  The seed which was sown among the thorns also represents those who hear the Word and receive 

it, but again who don’t bring forth any fruit, because it is choked out by the cares of the world.   
a.  In this case they again go beyond the first group in that they appear to receive the Word, but 

they are like the first and second in that they don’t produce any of the fruits of righteousness.   
b.  What is the problem here?  Jesus says that there are two:  the worry of the world and the 

deceitfulness of riches.   
c.  The worry of the world is the concern that one can have that all of their needs will be met, that 

they will have enough money to buy the food, the clothing and the shelter that they and their 
families require.  Now it isn’t wrong to be concerned about these things, but it is to be overly 
concerned to the point where if anything threatens to take these things away, then a 
compromise is made, then sin is committed to provide for these things, rather than doing what 
is right and trusting that God will take care of them.  These compromises are what choke out 
the Word and make it unfruitful.   

d.  The other problem Jesus mentions is the pursuit of riches.  When a person is so deceived into 
thinking that money is going to make him happy, that he sets his heart on it and neglects 
everything else, this too chokes all of the life out of his commitment to God, and makes him 
unfruitful in the things of the kingdom.   

e.  There are many other things that the human heart can become entangled with as well that can 
choke out the Word.  Anything that we love more than God can do it.  But Jesus points to these 
two things, because they are the most common temptations that everyone will have to face in 
this world.   

f.  Again, needless to say that this third category represents those who are not savingly brought to 
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Christ.   
 
4.  But the seed which was sown in the good soil does represent those who are savingly converted.  

And that which distinguishes them from all the rest is the fact that they actually do bring forth the 
fruits of righteousness.   
a.  These are the ones who hear the Word, understand it, receive it, and who do what it calls them 

to do.   
b.  These are the ones who bear fruit with perseverance, some a hundredfold, some sixty and some 

thirty.   
 

III.  Now in closing, I would like to make two applications.   
A.  The first is that we should be encouraged by this to do the work of sowing the good seed.   

1.  It is true, as Jesus tells us here, that some will reject the Gospel.   
a.  There will be those who will be unaffected by it, or maybe even hostile towards it and us.  The 

seed doesn’t penetrate their hearts, and the wicked one comes and snatches it away.   
b.  There will also be those who hear it, receive it, and continue for a while, but some fall away, 

while others never really get busy for Christ, but spend all their time on the worthless things of 
the world.   

 
2.  These things can discourage us, but they shouldn’t, because Jesus also tells us that there are some 

out there whose hearts have been prepared by His Spirit who will receive His Word.   
a.  There are some who will listen to what you have to say, who will understand and receive that 

Word, and who will get actively involved in serving the Lord, to one degree or another.   
b.  In this case, not only will you have the blessing of having been the instrument through which 

the Lord brought one of His sheep savingly to Him, but you will also share in the rewards that 
person will receive, because you took part in his conversion.  This must be one of the reasons 
why none of us will receive our reward of grace until the last day.  Once we leave this world, 
there will still be certain investments we have made which will still be paying off for God’s 
glory long after we have gone.   

c.  So be encouraged first that your efforts to win the lost will never be wasted.  Sow the seed of 
His Gospel as much as you can, for the more you sow, the more you’ll reap.  And even if you 
don’t run into those who hearts have good soil in God’s Providence, you will still be rewarded 
for your faithfulness and perseverance in doing the will of God.   

 
B.  But secondly, I want to encourage those of you who might be struggling with some of the things Jesus 

mentioned in this parable.   
1.  We need to realize that all of us struggle with these sins at one time or another.   

a.  Who is there among us that can say that they have never hardened their heart against any of 
God’s truth?   

b.  Who can say that they have never fallen away from the Lord during the heat of a trial?  Who 
here has never struggled with the concern that they wouldn’t be able to meet their needs or the 
needs of their family unless they compromised?  Who has never struggled with the temptation 
to have more money and more of the world’s goods?   

c.  All of us still have sin in our hearts, and because we do, we will struggle with these things, at 
least in some degree, as long as we live.   

 
2.  But Jesus isn’t speaking here of these kinds of reactions.   

a.  When He says that these three soils don’t bring forth any fruit, He means that they don’t bring 
forth any good fruit.  Their hearts are so hard that the Gospel has no effect on them at all.  
They fall completely away from the Lord during a trial.  They are so burdened by the cares of 
the world or are so consumed with gaining the riches of the world, that they give up following 
Christ altogether.  Now certainly if this is the case with any of you here this morning, you need 
to repent, and turn to Christ to take away your hard, stony and worldly hearts.  He’s the only 
One who can, and He will, if you will come to Him in faith and repentance.   

b.  But for the rest of you who might be struggling with whether having these inclinations in your 
heart means that you cannot be a Christian, realize that if the fruits of godliness are there, in 
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any measure, then you are truly a Christian.  Jesus tells us that His people will bear fruit in 
differing measures, some a hundredfold, some sixty and some thirty.  There may even be times 
in our lives when hardness, trials and worldliness may quench and grieve the Spirit of God to 
the point where that fruit appears to be very small.  But again, if there is still a love for Christ, 
if there is a genuine desire to serve Him and to get back to where you were before in bearing 
the fruits of righteousness, then you can still have the assurance that you are a true believer, 
that the Lord loves you, and that He will not allow you to continue to walk in that darkness for 
long.   

c.  Also, if there are other believers who bear more fruit than you, who love the Lord more and 
serve Him with more earnestness and zeal, don’t let that discourage you too much either.  
Realize that Jesus said that some of His people would bear a hundredfold and some only thirty.  
If you have any fruit at all, you need to bless God for His love and mercy to you.  Don’t let it 
discourage you, but instead let it encourage you to love and serve Him all the more, for His 
mercies towards you.   

d.  May our Lord grant to all of us more of His Spirit, that we might show our thankfulness and 
love to Him for His dying love to us.  Amen.   


