
”The Opposition of False Worship” 
(Exodus 20: 4-6 1 

Introduction: We have seen over the past several weeks that the true 
worship of God is very precious to Him, and because it is He has given to us 
clear directions on how we ought to worship Him in spirit and in truth. We 
have seen the ordinary elements of worship which should form the basis of 
our daily family worship and our weekly public worship, and we have seen 
those extraordinary elements, which, although less frequently used, are 
nonetheless very very important, and nearly altogether lost in our present 
day. May they not be so with you, however, but may you stir yourselves up 
all the more to press forward by all the means that the Lord has given to 
nourish and strengthen your faith. 

this doctrine now calls us to do with regard to false worship. The 
commandment, as you can tell by a simple reading, is given to us in negative 
terms, rather than positive. ”YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FOR YOURSELF AN IDOL, OR 
ANY LIKENESS OF WHAT IS IN HEAVEN ABOVE OR ON THE EARTH BENEATH OR IN THE 
WATER UNDER THE EARTH. YOU SHALL NOT WORSHIP THEM OR SERVE THEM; FOR I, THE 
LORD YOUR GOD, AM A JEALOUS GOD.” This commandment tells us that God will 
not tolerate false worship. The language clearly forbids at all times any 
worship which is not commanded by Him. False worship, which is worshiping 
God in a way which He has not authorized, has long been the bane of the 
Christian Church throughout her history. It was strongly spoken against by 
the Reformers, by the framers of the Westminster Confession of Faith, and 
continues to be a problem in our churches today. What we will want to look 
at this evening is what the Lord tells us that our attitude should be 
towards it. And what our text tells us, is that 

The last matter that we will consider in this series on worship is what 

Since God takes His holy worship very seriously, it is your duty to 
hate all false worship, and to do everything within your power to put an 
end to it. 

I This Commandment Calls Us to Take the True Worship of God Seriously 
Enough to Oppose All False Worship. 
A. Our Larger Catechism, Question 108, Asks the Question, ”What are the 

duties required in the second commandment?” and Answers, ”The duties 
required in the second commandment are, the receiving, observing, 
and keeping pure and entire, all such religious worship and 
ordinances as God hath instituted in his Word; particularly prayer 
and thanksgiving in the name of Christ; the reading, preaching, and 
hearing of the Word; the administration and receiving of the 
sacraments; church government and discipline; the ministry and 
maintenance thereof; religious fasting; swearing by the name of God, 
and vowing unto him: as also the disapproving, detesting, opposing, 
all false worship; and, according to each one’s place and calling, 
removing it, and all monuments of idolatry.” 
1.  So first, there is the receiving of the true worship, the 

observing of it, and the keeping of it pure and whole. 
2. But there is also, on the other hand, the flip side of this 

commandment which calls us to hate and oppose all false worship, 
wherever we may find it. 

B. A s  Christians, You Are Called Upon to Hate and Oppose False Worship 
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Because It Is an Affront to Your Lord. 
1.  The psalmist wrote, in Psalm 16:l-4, "PRESERVE ME, O GOD, FOR I 

TAUE REFUGE IN THEE. I SAID TO THE LORD, 'THOU ARE MY LORD; I 
HAVE NO GOOD BESIDES THEE.' AS FOR THE SAINTS WHO ARE IN THE 
EARTH, THEY ARE THE MAJESTIC ONES IN WHOM IS ALL MY DELIGHT. 
THE SORROWS OF THOSE WHO HAVE BARTERED FOR ANOTHER GOD WILL BE 
MULTIPLIED; I SHALL NOT POUR OUT THEIR LIBATIONS OF BLOOD, NOR 
SHALL I TAUE THEIR NAMES UPON MY LIPS." 
a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

The true Christian realizes that God is His refuge, that He 
is his one and only good in this life. He so loves Him that 
even those who are made in His image, especially those 
recreated in it through faith in Christ, are his delight. 
Everything he needs, everything he loves, everything he 
desires is in the Lord, and in those who are like Him. 
But what is more opposed to God than a false god? What is 
more of an affront to Him, who demands and deserves the 
hearts of all of His creatures, than for man to honor and 
serve a false god? 
Those who do such things are committing spiritual adultery. 
They should have the holy Lord as their groom, but they have 
become spiritual prostitutes by joining themselves to a 
foreign god. 
The psalmist is utterly repulsed by the thought and swears 
that he will not do so. "I SHALL NOT POUR OUT THEIR 
LIBATIONS OF BLOOD, NOR SHALL I TAKE THEIR NAMES UPON MY 
LIPS. 'j 
Furthermore, he pronounces woe upon them by saying, "THE 
SORROWS OF THOSE WHO HAVE BARTERED FOR ANOTHER GOD WILL BE 
MULTIPLIED. " 
The heart of the true Christian is opposed to all false 
worship. It is utterly repulsive to him. 

2. Consider what Luke tells us was the reaction of the apostle Paul, 
when he was at Ephesus. 
FOR THEM AT ATHENS [that is, Timothy and Silas whom he had 
commanded to meet him there], HIS SPIRIT WAS BEING PROVOKED WITHIN 
HIM AS HE WAS BEHOLDING THE CITY FULL OF IDOLS" (Acts 17:16).  
a. Paul was one who was full of the Holy Spirit. This means that 

He writes, "NOW WHILE PAUL WAS WAITING 

his life was dominated by the power and will of God's Spirit, 
as well as His gracious fruits, the most powerful of which is 
love. 

b. And Paul being filled with the love of Christ, which means 
that his heart was filled with a love for Christ, felt his 
spirit, or his inner man, being enraged by these idolatrous 
Athenians and their idolatrous ways, for their spiritual 
adultery was an affront to his chief desire: 
Christ. 

c. How tender is the heart of the Christian for the things of 
the Lord. His heart is so inflamed with love for Him that 
everything that opposes that love is met with distaste. It 
is like a man who listens with pleasure to a flawless 
performance on the violin or piano, and who suddenly feels 
his nerves being grated by someone who skillessly shrieks 
the bow across the strings, or who bangs his fingers 
randomly on the keys. Seeing that which is precious in your 
eyes become degraded is appalling. 

God and His 
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3.  

d. So Paul reasoned with the Jews and God-fearers. And in the 
market place daily he sought to turn the Athenians away from 
their idolatry to the true and living God. 

And in the same way, the Lord calls each of us to hate and 
oppose false worship. 
a. You are to be so in love with your Lord that when He is 

dishonored, you feel the pain, you feel the injury, as 
though you were standing in His place. It is written of our 
Lord, ”THE ZEAL OF THINE HOUSE HAS CONSUMED ME” John 2:17), 
so it is to consume you as well. 

b. God wants you to be jealous of Him with a godly jealousy, even 
as it was written of Phinehas, Aaron’s grandson, where God 
says of him, ”PHINEHAS THE SON OF ELEAZER, THE SON OF AARON 
THE PRIEST, HAS TURNED AWAY MY WRATH FROM THE SONS OF ISRAEL, 
IN THAT HE WAS JEALOUS WITH MY JEALOUSY AMONG THEM, SO THAT I 
DID NOT DESTROY THE SONS OF ISRAEL IN MY JEALOUSY. THEREFORE 
SAY, ’BEHOLD, I GIVE HIM MY COVENANT OF PEACE; AND IT SHALL BE 
FOR HIM AND HIS DESCENDANTS AFTER HIM, A COVENANT OF A 
PERPETUAL PRIESTHOOD, BECAUSE HE WAS JEALOUS FOR HIS GOD, AND 
MADE ATONEMENT FOR THE SONS OF ISRAEL” (Num. 25: 11-12). 

C. But There Is More That This Text Calls Us To. It Further Tells Us 
That If We Have Placed in Our Hands by God the Authority to Do 
Something About It, It Is Our Responsibility to Remove This False 
Worship. 
1.  When God sent the Israelites into the land of promise, He 

commanded them, ”BUT THUS YOU SHALL DO TO THEM: YOU SHALL TEAR 
DOWN THEIR ALTARS, AND SMASH THEIR SACRED PILLARS, AND HEW DOWN 
THEIR ASHERIM, AND BURN THEIR GRAVEN IMAGES WITH FIRE” (Deu. 7:5). 
a. God was giving them the land and everything would be in 

their power. For this reason they were to destroy all the 
remnants of idolatry. 
The reason He gives is, ”FOR THEY WILL TURN YOUR SONS AWAY 

LORD WILL BE KINDLED AGAINST YOU, AND HE WILL QUICKLY 
DESTROY YOU” (7:4). If they would not destroy idolatry from 
off of the land, then idolatry would destroy them. 

b. 
FROM FOLLOWING ME TO SERVE OTHER GODS; THEN THE ANGER OF THE 

2. But the sad commentary on Israel is that they often defiled 
themselves with these idols, and were oppressed by the Lord’s 
wrath. But when the Lord raised up faithful kings who would lead 
the people into all the service of God, the first thing that they 
did was to destroy all idolatry, for that was their 
responsibility. 
a. When the Lord raised up Gideon as a judge to deliver Israel 

from the Midianites, the first thing that He commanded him 
was to destroy the altar of Baal and cut down the Asherah 
which was standing beside it. Asherah was the consort of 
Baal (Judges 6: 25-27). 

b. When God brought judgment on the house of Ahab for all of 
his spiritual adulteries, He told Elisha to send and anoint 
Jehu. Consequently, Jehu destroyed both the idolatrous 
kings of Israel and Judah, the wicked Jezebel, the seventy 
sons of Ahab in Samaria, and then put an end to the worship 
of Baal (2 Kings 19-10). 
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c. When Hezekiah became king, ”HE REMOVED THE HIGH PLACES AND 
BROKE DOWN THE SACRED PILLARS AND CUT DOWN THE ASHERAH. HE 
ALSO BROKE IN PIECES THE BRONZE SERPENT THAT MOSES HAD MADE, 
FOR UNTIL THOSE DAYS THE SONS OF ISRAEL BURNED INCENSE TO 
IT; AND IT WAS CALLED NEHUSHTAN” (2 Kings 18:4). 

d. And lastly, when the book of the covenant was found and read 
in the hearing of godly king Josiah, he did away with all of 
the idolatrous practices of Israel and reinstituted faithful 
worship (2 Kings 23:4-25). 

3. What we saw this morning is also relevant here. Where there is 
greater authority, there is also greater responsibility. 
a. Those who are in authority in our nation, or any nation, 

have the responsibility to protect the true worship of God, 
and to destroy all false religions. This is required by God 
of all who are in authority. 

responsibility to keep the worship of God pure and holy, and 
remove anything from that worship which is not authorized by 
God. This principle should give many churches today cause 
to think seriously about how they worship God. 

c. Those of you who are the heads of your households have the 
responsibility to lead your families into the true worship 
of God at home, and to make sure that you do not support a 
church by your attendance or your tithes which dishonors the 
Lord through false worship. 

b. Those who are leaders in Christ’s church have the 

11. Lastly, Let’s Just Briefly Consider What Some of the Things Are That 

A. Our Larger Catechism, Question 109, gives to us a list which 
God Is Opposed to in Worship. 

summarized the problems in the days of the Westminster Assembly. As 
I read it, see how many of these still exist in our churches today. 
The question reads, ”What are the sins forbidden in the second 
commandment?” The answer is, ”The sins forbidden in the second 
commandment are, all devising, counseling, commanding, using, and 
anywise approving, any religious worship not instituted by God 
himself; tolerating a false religion; the making any representation 
of God, of all or of any of the three persons, either inwardly in 
our mind, or outwardly in any kind of image or likeness of any 
creature whatsoever; all worshiping of it, or God in it or by it; 
the making of any representation of feigned deities, and all worship 
of them, or service belonging to them; all superstitious devices, 
corrupting the worship of God, adding to it, or taking from it, 
whether invented and taken up of ourselves, or received by tradition 
from others, though under the title of antiquity, custom, devotion, 
good intent, or any other pretense whatsoever; simony, sacrilege; 
all neglect, contempt, hindering, and opposing the worship and 
ordinances which God hath appointed.” 
1.  These are fairly comprehensive and most of it is general because 

the violations of this commandment can be as broad as the 
imagination of man can conceive of. 

2. But very briefly, it reminds us that to come up with new ways of 
worshiping God, telling others to do the same, or doing it 
ourselves, if God has not told us to do it, is sin. Examine 
from your own experience what you have seen done in the worship 
of God and see if you can find any basis for it in Scripture. 
There is much going on out there which is not biblical worship. 
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It also reminds us what we have already seen, that the worship 
of a false god is also forbidden to us. 
Thirdly, it reminds us that we are not to worship God through 
any image or representation whatever, either outwardly through 
any art, or inwardly in our minds. Have you ever seen a church 
that uses statues or pictures of God in worship? Do you make a 
mental image of God when you worship Him? 
Fourth, we are not to use any superstitious devices in worship. 
Some churches worship the relics of the saints. Some people 
think that there is magical power in the sign of the cross, or 
in wearing a cross or crucifix around the neck. 
God through any kind of superstitious practice? 
Fifth, we are not to add to nor take away from the required 
elements of worship. Even if some practice has a long standing 
in the church, if it is not biblical, it must be discarded. 
Tradition often replaces the Bible when it comes to the service 
of God. But you must always ask yourself the question, Why do 
we do what we do? Does God command it? Or is it a part of our 
man-made tradition which needs to be done away with, even if it 
was developed with the best of intentions? 
And sixth, it tells us that we should never try to hinder, 
neglect or show contempt for any of the worship which God has 
appointed. Our mentality today is that everything should be the 
way that we want it. Somehow we always think that if we like 
it, then God likes it. And so we add some things not commanded 
and take away others commanded because it suits us better. But 
if we love the Lord, we will study carefully what He has told us 
in His Word, and we will do it, and not seek consciously or 
unconsciously to hinder His worship. 

Do you worship 

B. Lastly, You Are Exhorted Not to Neglect Either the Public or Private 
Worship of Your Covenant Lord. 
1.  Obviously, if God has commanded worship, He is not only opposed 

to false worship, He also opposes no worship at all. He wants 
you to worship Him everyday. 

2. We have seen how important family worship was to the church at 
its beginning, and how it continued to be important to its 
health in all its dispensations. You must continue to worship 
God as families. Worship is something that is commanded 
everyday and not just on the Lord’s Day. 

God as well. The author to the Hebrews reminds us, ”LET US HOLD 
FAST THE CONFESSION OF OUR HOPE WITHOUT WAVERING, FOR HE WHO 
PROMISED IS FAITHFUL; AND LET US CONSIDER HOW TO STIMULATE ONE 
ANOTHER TO LOVE AND GOOD DEEDS, NOT FORSAKING OUR OWN ASSEMBLING 
TOGETHER, AS IS THE HABIT OF SOME, BUT ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER, 
AND ALL THE MORE, AS YOU SEE THE DAY DRAWING NEAR” (10: 23-25). 

4. People of God, your whole life is to be an offering of worship 
to the Lord. But He has given to you certain guidelines, he has 
placed for you certain markers to show you the acceptable from 
the unacceptable, the pleasing from the displeasing. Pay 
careful attention then to your Lord’s words, and do carefully 
what He prescribes for you, for in this way you will fulfill 
your heart’s greatest desire: to bring honor and glory to your 
King! and stay far from dishonoring Him. May the Lord grant us 
His mercy! Amen. 

3. But you are also exhorted not to neglect the public worship of 


