
 

“The Once for All Cleansing of Christ” 
(Hebrews 10:1-18) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  This evening, we will be finishing the very long doctrinal section of this 
sermon, in which the author to the Hebrews has been comparing the gracious features of 
the New Covenant, which was brought in by Christ, with the Old Covenant, which was 
only a picture of it and which pointed to Christ.  After this, is going to begin to mainly 
apply these truthes to us, as he continues to exhort us to press forward into Christ.  The 
authors of Scripture very often teach us important truthes, before they apply them to us.  
In the book of Ephesians, Paul spends three chapters teaching about God’s electing 
mercy, His showing us that mercy by making us alive while we were still dead in our 
sins, and how this mercy affects our relationship with the covenants of God, before he 
ever begins to exhort us to live in a way which would show our thankfulness to God in 
the last three chapters.  In the book of Hebrews, the author has been sprinkling 
applications in as he has gone along.  But after this section, all the way to the end of the 
book, there is going to be a lot more of it.  And we need that exhortation -- God knows 
that we do -- , so that we might continue to run the race to heaven which is always set 
before us.   
  Last time, the author was stressing the importance of blood in a covenant.  A 
covenant cannot even begin until blood is brought.  Even the Old Covenant was not set 
into motion until a sacrifice was made and the book of the covenant, the people, the 
tabernacle and all the vessels of ministry were ceremonially cleansed by blood.  Even in 
the New Covenant, the shedding of blood was necessary.  But since the New Covenant 
was no longer a picture, but the reality, it needed a better sacrifice.  It needed the real 
one:  the sacrifice of Christ.  With His blood, Christ removed our sins, satisifed the 
Father’s justice, and set into motion a heavenly ministry, through which we can draw 
near to God.    
  Now this last time, the author stressed the once for all shedding of Christ’s blood.  
As he finishes this section tonight, he stresses that  
 
  Christ’s blood cleanses us once and for all.   
 
I.  The first thing he does is to remind us that the Old Covenant priesthood and 

sacrifices were not able to save those who came to God through them (vv. 1-4).   
A.  The Law was only a shadow of the reality, and not the reality itself.   

1.  I don’t need to say much about this, since you have already heard about it so 
much.   

2.  But it is good to be reminded that the Old Covenant ceremonial system, the 
Tabernacle, the furnishings, the priests and the sacrifices, were all pictures 
which were pointing to Christ.  That’s all they were meant to be.   

 
B.  And because it was only a picture book which was meant to point them forward to 

the coming of the Messiah, this system was not able to save anyone who came to 
God through it.   
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1.  The high priest offered the atonement every year.  They were offered 
continually.  But they were not able to make those who were trying to draw near 
to God perfect, that is, they were not able to remove their sins.   

2.  How do we know this?  The author writes, in verse 2, “Otherwise, would they 
not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been 
cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins?”   
a.  The animal sacrifices could only cleanse them outwardly.  It could only keep 

them ceremonially clean, which means that they could still participate in the 
worship.   

b.  But the blood of animals could not remove their sins.  Notice verse 4, “For it 
is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”   

c.  Those who came only with the blood of animals, and nothing more, did not 
feel their consciences released from the heavy load of sin.  In the book 
Pilgrim’s Progress, pilgrim does not find any relief from his burden from the 
Law, but only condemnation.  It isn’t until he comes to the foot of Calvary 
that his burden rolls off, as he bends his knee in repentance and faith.   

d.  Now certainly those who came to God and believed in His promise that He 
would send the Messiah, and saw in those sacrifices a picture of that One, 
they did receive forgiveness and everlasting life.   

e.  But those who were only coming to the pictures, without faith, were only 
reminded of their sins, year after year after year.   

f.  The blood of bulls and goats cannot take away sins?  If they could have, then 
they would have stopped making them a long time ago, for the worshipers 
would have been made perfectly clean.  And if they were perfectly clean, 
there would have been no more need for a further sacrifice.   

g.  But the problem is that they are not valuable enough.  A man is worth much 
more than a sparrow.  And he is worth much more than a goat.  It wouldn’t be 
just for God to accept the life of a goat or a bull, if justice really required the 
life of a man.  It is man’s blood that needs to be shed.  And so that is what 
God provided.   

 
II.  The Law could not remove sin.  But the Lord provided something better which 

could (vv. 5-9).   
 
 
But the better priesthood and better sacrifices could. (vv. 5-9)   
 
God did not desire sacrifice and offering.  He took no pleasure in them as they are in 
themselves, because by themselves they could not remove sin, they could not remove that 
which kept God and man separate, namely, man’s sin.   
 He did take pleasure in them as an act of obedience and as a picture or type of His 
Son.   
 
Therefore God prepared a body for Christ, that He might provide a better sacrifice.  
Christ came that He might do the Father’s will in offering Himself up as an offering for 
sin.  Notice Christ’s voluntary submission to the Father’s will.   
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(Note:  this can mean when Christ began His public ministry, or in the eternal councils of 
God, referring to the eternal present).   
 
NB:  Psalm 40:6, my ear thou hast dug, probably referring to the boring of a hole in the 
ear of the slave who volunteers to serve his master when he might go free.   
 
7. I come — rather, “I am come” (see on Hebrews 10:5). “Here we have 
the creed, as it were, of Jesus: ‘I am come to fulfill the law,’ Matthew 
5:17; to preach, Mark 1:38; to call sinners to repentance, Luke 5:32; 
to send a sword and to set men at variance, Matthew 10:34,35; I came 
down from heaven to do the will of Him that sent me, John 6:38,39 (so 
here, 
<194007> 

Psalm 40:7,8); I am sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, 
1111 
<401524> 

Matthew 15:24; I am come into this world for judgment, 
<430939> 

John 9:39; I 
am come that they might have life, and might have it more abundantly, 
<431010> 

John 10:10; to save what had been lost, 
<401811> 

Matthew 18:11; to seek and 
to save that which was lost, 
<421910> 

Luke 19:10; compare 
<540115> 

1 Timothy 1:15; to 
save men’s lives, 
<420956> 

Luke 9:56; to send fire on the earth, 
<421249> 

Luke 12:49; to 
minister, 
<402028> 

Matthew 20:28; as “the Light,” 
<431246> 

John 12:46; to bear witness 
unto the truth, 
<431837> 

John 18:37. See, reader, that thy Savior obtain what He 
aimed at in thy case. Moreover, do thou for thy part say, why thou art 
come here? Dost thou, then, also, do the will of God? From what time? 
and in what way?” 
 
In the roll of the book refers to the scroll on which was the fortieth Psalm.   
 
 
The fact that God said this shows that God has taken away the first covenant in order to 
establish the second covenant.   
 
This New Covenant’s perfect cleansing (vv. 10-18).   
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It is by God’s will that we have received forgiveness and cleansing.  (This past tense and 
has to do with definitive sanctification).   
 
This cleansing is once for all, it does not need to be repeated.  Now all that is needed is to 
wash your feet and hands (John 13:10), those daily sins which we commit.   
 
The priests daily offers sacrifices which can never take away sins.  But Christ, after He 
offered His once for all time sacrifice, sat down at the right hand of God.   
 This means that His atonement does not need to be repeated.   
 But it does mean that His present ministry is that of a King who rules over all of God’s 
creation.   
 He will rule until all of His enemies are subdued under Him.   
 Being made His footstool has to do with their being subjected under His feet.  Eastern 
conquerors used to tread on the necks of their vanquished enemies (Cf. Joshua 10:24).   
 The last enemy is death, which will be abolished at His second coming (1 Cor. 15).   
 
His one offering has made perfect forever those who are being sanctified by it.  (Note the 
importance of progressive sanctification coming after definitive sanctification).   
 
And this is what the Spirit already told us in Jeremiah.  For God will not only write His 
law upon our hearts and minds, but He will also remove our sins and lawless deeds 
forever.   
 The Father bore witness in Heb. 5:10; the Son in 10:5-8; and now here the Spirit is 
shown to agree with them.   
 The Lord promised that He would put His laws into their minds.   
 He promised that He would change their hearts so as to have a love for that law and 
for obedience.   
 But He also promised that in that covenant He would remove their sins once and for 
all.   
 
Where there is forgiveness, there is no longer any need for a sacrifice to be brought.   


