
“The Old Testament Is Completed” 

(Malachi 4) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:  We come now to the close of the Old Testament time period.   

1.  The last major events included:   

a.  The decree of Cyrus and the return of the Jews to rebuild the Temple.   

b.  The Lord’s merciful redemption of the Jews through Esther, Mordecai and 

Ahasuerus, as well as the destruction of their enemies.   

c.  The coming of Ezra to reestablish order.   

d.  And the return of Nehemiah to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.   

 

2.  The history of the Old Covenant church was now complete.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But, of course, the carrying out of these events is just one aspect of God’s work:  

there were still two further things that needed to be done.   

a.  The first was recording that history.   

(i)  God has given us a record of His work of redemption, beginning with the 

need for redemption at the Fall and culminating with the sending of His 

Son to undo the curse brought by Adam.   

(ii)  Now that these events that made up the Old Covenant history were 

complete, the canon needed to be completed and closed.   

 

b.  But there was one more thing:  The Lord, as He always did, revealed to His 

people what was on the horizon.   

(i)  He wanted to tell His church what was next in redemptive history, so that 

they would be ready for it.   

(ii)  He wanted them to be looking for the coming of His Messiah, the Lord 

Jesus Christ.   

 

2.  This morning, we’re going to considerer the closing of the canon of the Old 

Testament with the addition of three more books.  We’ll see that He added three 

books, why He added them, and with the closing of the canon of Scripture, how 

they should treat what they had of His Word.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see that He added the books of Nehemiah and Esther.   

1.  He added the book of Nehemiah, which has to do with the rebuilding of the 

walls and the restoration of Jerusalem.   

2.  And He added the book of Esther, which as we saw last week, gave an account 

of His merciful providence over His people and His deliverance of them through 

Esther, Mordecai and Ahasuerus.   
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3.  How do we know that these books are inspired, that the Lord intended to add 

them to the canon?   

a.  For one reason, the church of that time received them as Scripture.   

(i)  They included them in their collection of canonical books.   

(ii)  One of the tests we apply to the books we have in our Bibles as to 

whether or not they should be included is whether God’s people received 

them – whether or not they recognized God’s voice speaking in that book 

and received it as His Word.   

(iii)  This is different from how the Roman church makes this determination:   

(a)  They believe the faithful should receive the Bible as God’s Word 

because the church declares it to be so – and by church, they mean the 

pope and bishops.   

(b)  But we believe we should receive it because the church (the whole 

body of the redeemed) has heard the voice of the Lord speaking in it 

through His Holy Spirit.   

 

b.  But there is another, perhaps more compelling reason, we believe these books 

– along with the book we’ll consider shortly, Malachi – should be included in 

the Bible:  the testimony of Jesus Christ and Paul the apostle.   

(i)  Jesus recognized and endorsed the authority of the whole OT canon.   

(a)  When He was asked, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in 

the Law?”  He replied, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the 

great and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments depend 

the whole Law and the Prophets” (Matt. 22:36-40).   

(b)  “The Law and the Prophets” is one way of referring to the entire OT 

canon.  In this one statement, He endorsed the authority of every book 

it contains.   

 

(ii)  The apostle Paul essentially did the same thing:  “But this I admit to you, 

that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve the God of our 

fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is 

written in the Prophets” (Acts 24:14).   

(iii)  We receive these books because the church by the Spirit of God did, 

because the apostle Paul (and if we had time to examine it, all the 

apostles) did, and because Jesus did.   

 

4.  Why did God add these books to His canon?   

a.  As I mentioned in the introduction, as a testimony and record of His dealings 

with them and their dealings with Him.   

b.  He wanted them to remember His lovingkindness and faithfulness to them 

because of His covenant:  This is how we should receive His Word today:  as 

a confirmation to us that He is faithful.   

c.  But also to indict His people for their failure to keep His covenant:  when the 

Lord was intending to bring judgment on the Jews in 70 AD for “all the 
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righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood 

of Zechariah,” this was part of the record he would draw from to bring that 

charge and conviction.   

 

B.  The book that completed the Old Testament canon was the book of Malachi.   

1.  We’ve already seen that this book was clearly viewed by Christ – as well as the 

apostle Paul and the church – as Scripture.   

2.  But this book, since it was prophetic, had another purpose.   

a.  Its purpose was to point God’s people forward to Christ.   

(i)  It completed God’s revelation regarding His coming.   

(ii)  Through it, He told them what to expect next:  that Christ would come 

both to gather His people and to bring judgment on the wicked, “‘For 

behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and 

every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them 

ablaze,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘so that it will leave them neither root 

nor branch.  But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will 

rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like 

calves from the stall.  You will tread down the wicked, for they will be 

ashes under the soles of your feet on the day which I am preparing,’ says 

the LORD of hosts” (Mal. 4:1-3).   

(iii)  This fits very well with what John the Baptist announced regarding 

Christ’s mission, “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but 

He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove 

His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His 

winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing 

floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the 

chaff with unquenchable fire” (Matt. 3:11-12).   

(iv)  This is also what we’ve seen in the book of Revelation.   

(a)  After the Lord gathered His people and sealed them as His possession, 

He sent judgment on those who worshiped the Beast.   

(b)  He gathered His wheat and burned up the chaff with unquenchable 

fire.   

 

b.  But before Messiah would come, the Lord would first send Elijah to prepare 

His way, “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the 

coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD.  He will restore the hearts 

of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, 

so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse” (vv. 5-6).   

(i)  Jesus tells us that this was fulfilled by John the Baptist, “And if you are 

willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come” (Matt. 

11:14).   

(ii)  The sad thing was that many of the Jews didn’t listen to him and were 

struck down by God’s curse in 70 AD.   

(iii)  This stands as a warning to us to make sure that we’re listening to God’s 

Word, taking it to heart, and doing what He says.   
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c.  But since this event was still four hundred years off, Malachi also pointed 

them back to what was written to be their standard and guide in the 

meantime.   

(i)  “Remember the law of Moses My servant, even the statutes and 

ordinances which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel” (v. 4).   

(ii)  Until Messiah came, they were to be faithful to what they already knew, 

which strongly implies that they were not to expect any further revelation 

until John the Baptist.   

(iii)  And that’s exactly what happened:  after God closed the canon with the 

prophecy of Malachi, there was 400 years of silence:  the Spirit of Christ, 

had finished His work of revelation.   

(iv)  There were three things that ceased before they were restored in Christ:   

(a)  The Davidic kings:  there was no longer a son of David reigning on 

the throne until Christ came and raised up his fallen house (Acts 15:16).   

(b)  The glory in the Temple:  the Lord withdrew His presence when the 

first Temple was destroyed and didn’t grace the exilic Temple with His 

Shekinah or light their altar with fire from heaven; until Christ came 

into the Temple (John 2:14-17) and until He built the true Temple:  the 

body of Christ.   

(c)  And the Spirit of prophecy:  the Lord gave His people no further 

revelation for 400 years until the Great Prophet appeared to bring it to 

its completion.   

(d)  The Lord completed His revelation by recording the events and then 

by pointing forward to His Son.  After this, the canon was closed.   

 

C.  Let close by considering one application:  when God finishes His revelation, He 

expects us to live by what He has already revealed.   

1.  There is a pattern we should see emerging in the way God works:   

a.  The Lord records what He has done, is doing, and will do in His work of 

redemption in the Scripture:  He records His covenant – the promise, the 

stipulations, the sanctions (blessings and curses) – and the outworking of that 

covenant – what He does to fulfill His promises (to show His faithfulness) and 

how well His people obey (to show their disobedience) – as we’ve already seen.   

b.  He also tells us in advance what He is going to do, so that we’ll be ready for it; 

and so when it happens, we will know that He is God.   

c.  But once He’s finished, He stops – He withdraws the Spirit of prophecy.   

 

2.  Right now, we are in a period of silence – the time from the closing of the New 

Testament canon to the Second Coming of Christ.   

a.  The Lord opened the canon again when John the Baptist began to preach.   

b.  He infallibly recorded the culmination of His plan of redemption in Christ.   

c.  He told His people of the covenant curse that would fall on Israel for their 

breaking of the covenant in 70 AD.   

d.  And He pointed them forward to what to expect next:  His Second Coming.   

e.  Now that this revelation is complete, there is silence.   
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3.  This is why we shouldn’t expect any further revelation until Christ comes again 

and breaks the silence.   

a.  This is also why we believe the charismatic gifts have ceased for now:  their 

purpose was to verify the truth of God’s revelation – if He has stopped giving 

new revelation, there’s nothing left to verify.   

b.  Since the next event will be the Second Coming – which will bring an end to 

human history – we shouldn’t expect any further Special Revelation or 

charismatic gifts.   

 

4.  This is also why we should place such a strong premium on God’s Word.   

a.  It’s the only source we have of God’s truth – we can’t seek out a prophet, 

because none exist – at least in the sense of forth telling.   

b.  Actually, we should be relieved that we don’t need to seek one out, since they 

were few and far between when God did give them.   

c.  We have something better.   

(i)  Each of us has a copy – most of us several copies – of God’s completed 

revelation.   

(ii)  We can pick it up and read it, and discover God’s will for our lives, anytime 

we want.   

(iii)  This is what the Lord wants us to do, just as He told His Old Testament 

saints, “Remember the law of Moses My servant, even the statutes and 

ordinances which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel” (v. 4).   

(iv)  Let’s be encouraged this morning not to look for new revelations, but to 

treasure our Bibles, read them, and follow them.   

(v)  If the church as a whole would spend more time trying to live up to the light 

it has, instead of looking for new light, we would be far better off.   

(vi)  Let’s especially be exhorted to look to Jesus Christ – who is the truth – to 

give us the strength to follow His truth.  Amen.   


