
”The New Heavens and New Earth” 
( 2  Peter 3:10-13) 

Introduction: In our last sermon on what the Scripture says will happen in 
the final days of human history, we saw that Christ was warning His disciples 
to be ready for His Second Coming, for He was coming at a time when they did 
not think that He would. Notice that Jesus was speaking to His disciples and 
not just to men in general. They were to be ready. The reason that they were 
to be ready, and the reason that you should be as well, is that once the Lord 
returns, the door to salvation is forever closed; there will be no second 
opportunities to repent and believe. From there the Lord will move 
immediately to the final judgment, and the eternal destiny of every man living 
and who has ever lived will be final. If you are prepared for His coming, 
then you will be openly acquitted of all of your guilt, and received as the 
Lord’s own. You will hear the blessed words of your Lord, ”COME, YOU WHO ARE 
BLESSED OF MY FATHER, INHERIT THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION 
OF THE WORLD” (Matt. 25:34). Your works, which will be judged, will show that 
you really did love the Lord, for true love to the Savior always issues in the 
fruit of good works which abound to His glory. But if you are not prepared 
for His coming, if you have deceived yourself into thinking that you are the 
Lord’s, but your life really doesn’t demonstrate that you are, then you will 
be exposed and judged along with the rest of the reprobate. And you will hear 
those most terrifying words that the Lord will ever speak, ”DEPART FROM ME, 
ACCURSED ONES, INTO THE ETERNAL FIRE WHICH HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND 
HIS ANGELS” (25: 41). Therefore, make sure that you are not deceiving 
yourselves, but that you have a true love for Christ in your hearts, a love 
which takes Christ to be your whole portion in this life, a love which finds 
its delight in Christ for who and what He is, not merely for what you think He 
has done for you. In this way, you will be ready for His coming and like the 
five wise Virgins, will have your lamps lit and ready to go to the wedding. 

The last thing I want us to see from the Scriptures on this subject is 
the passing away of the old heavens and earth, and the bringing in of the 
new. We know that when Christ returns for His church, the old heavens and 
the old earth are yet remaining. But after the judgment is completed, the 
new heavens and the new earth are already in place, or else there would be 
no kingdom for His people to inherit. We also want to look at what the 
Bible says is about the character of these new heavens and earth, and what 
life will be like in them. And so what I want you to see from this text 
this evening is, 

The old heavens and earth will pass away with the coming of Christ, 
and then the new will be brought in, in which righteousness will dwell 
forever. 

First, I want you to see when Peter says that the present creation 
will be destroyed and the new brought in; secondly, what we can know of 
what this new creation is like; and lastly, what difference this should 
make to us now. 

I. First, I Want You to See the Timing of the Destruction of the Old 
Creation and the Bringing in of the New. 
A. Why Does the Old Creation Need to Be Destroyed Anyway? 

1. With the entrance of sin into the world, the old creation fell 
under corruption. 
a. Remember that after God had created man, He gave him a command 

to subdue the earth for the glory of God. Moses wrote, ”AND 
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GOD BLESSED THEM; AND GOD SAID TO THEM, 'BE FRUITFUL AND 
MULTIPLY, AND FILL THE EARTH, AND SUBDUE IT; AND RULE OVER THE 
FISH OF THE SEA AND OVER THE BIRDS OF THE SKY, AND OVER EVERY 
LIVING THING THAT MOVES ON THE EARTH" (Gen. 1:28). 

b. Originally, man's task of fulfilling this cultural mandate 
met with no resistance. But after his fall that was no 
longer the case. 

Bearing children would now be accompanied with great 
pain, so that filling the earth would be more 
difficult. "TO THE WOMAN HE SAID, 'I WILL GREATLY 
MULTIPLY YOUR PAIN IN CHILDBIRTH, IN PAIN YOU SHALL 
BRING FORTH CHILDREN" (Gen. 3: 16a). 
The authority structure of the home would now be upset, 
"YET YOUR DESIRE SHALL BE FOR YOUR HUSBAND, AND HE 
SHALL RULE OVER YOU" (v. 16b). 
The ground would no longer easily yield its fruits to 
the labors of man. The Lord said to Adam, "CURSED IS 
THE GROUND BECAUSE OF YOU; IN TOIL YOU SHALL EAT OF IT 
ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE. BOTH THORNS AND THISTLES IT 
SHALL BROW FOR YOU; AND YOU SHALL EAT THE PLANTS OF THE 
FIELD; BY THE SWEAT OF YOUR FACE YOU SHALL EAT BREAD" 
( I :  17-19a). 
And now man would be prevented from continuing his work 
through death, "TILL YOU RETURN TO THE GROUND, BECAUSE 
FROM IT YOU WERE TAUEN; FOR YOU ARE DUST, AND TO DUST 
YOU SHALL RETURN" (v. 19b). 
We see the working out of the curse in the relations of 
men immediately, for when Adam and Eve had children, 
the first born killed his brother because of jealousy. 
In short. Paul says, "FOR THE CREATION WAS SUBJECTED TO 
FUTILITY" (Rom. 8: 20). 

2. But the Bible says that the creation will be released from that 
corruption in the future. Paul writes, "FOR THE CREATION WAS 
SUBJECTED TO FUTILITY, NOT OF ITS OWN WILL, BUT BECAUSE OF HIM 
WHO SUBJECTED IT, IN HOPE THAT THE CREATION ITSELF ALSO WILL BE 
SET FREE FROM ITS SLAVERY TO CORRUPTION INTO THE FREEDOM OF THE 
GLORY OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD" (Rom. 8:20-21). 

catastrophic events. Peter wrote here that, "THE DAY OF THE 
LORD WILL COME LIKE A THIEF, IN WHICH THE HEAVENS WILL PASS AWAY 
WITH A ROAR AND THE ELEMENTS WILL BE DESTROYED WITH INTENSE 
HEAT, AND THE EARTH AND ITS WORKS WILL BE BURNED UP" (v. l o ) ,  
"THE HEAVENS WILL BE DESTROYED BY BURNING, AND THE ELEMENTS WILL 
MELT WITH INTENSE HEAT!" (v. 12). 
The present heaven and earth are reserved for fire because of 
the curse of sin its inhabitants have brought on it. And after 
this judgment, the new creation will be brought forth. 

3. And when this happens, it will be accompanied by great 

4. 

B. What Can We Know From Scripture as to When This Destruction and 
Renovation Occur? 
1.  It seems from Scripture that the present creation will be 

destroyed at the time of the Judgment, which happens at the time 
of Christ's return. 
a. In Revelation 20:11, we read, "AND I SAW A GREAT WHITE 

THRONE AND HIM WHO SAT UPON IT, FROM WHOSE PRESENCE EARTH 



3 

AND HEAVEN FLED AWAY, AND NO PLACE WAS FOUND FOR THEM.” 
Here, the earth and heaven flee away from the One who sits 
on the throne just as He begins to judge. 

b. Our text this evening also tells us that this is the case, 
”BUT THE DAY OF THE LORD WILL COME LIKE A THIEF, IN WHICH 

BE DESTROYED WITH INTENSE HEAT, AND THE EARTH AND ITS WORKS 
WILL BE BURNED UP” (v. 10). 
(i) The day of the Lord is the day of His fierce judgment. 

Notice that the day of the Lord and the Second Coming 
of Christ happen at the same time; they are both said 
to come as a thief. 

(ii) And as we saw before, when the Lord returns, He will go 
immediately into judgment: this is the day of the Lord 
fully come. At this time the heavens and earth will 
pass away. 

passage, for the better attested reading of v. 10 is, 
”AND THE EARTH AND ITS WORKS WILL BE FOUND 
OUT/DISCOVERED” indicating that they will be brought 
forth for judgment. 

THE HEAVENS WILL PASS AWAY WITH A ROAR AND THE ELEMENTS WILL 

(iii) The element of judgment is also presented to us in this 

2. It will also be at this time that the new creation is fully 
brought in. 
a. The new creation was planned by God from all eternity, for 

He knew what would happen to the old creation and what He 
would do to correct it, for He ordained it from the 
beginning . 

creation would be accomplished by His Son. 
(i) Christ brought the new creation into being through His 

b. And He also ordained that the bringing in of this new 

redemptive work. 

the whole creation as well. Paul tells us, ”FOR IT WAS 
THE FATHER’S GOOD PLEASURE FOR ALL THE FULNESS TO DWELL 

HIMSELF, HAVING MADE PEACE THROUGH THE BLOOD OF HIS 
CROSS” ( C O ~  . 1 : 19-20). 

(ii) He not only redeemed some of Adam’s fallen race, but 

IN HIM, AND THROUGH HIM TO RECONCILE ALL THINGS TO 

(iii) The new creation is already here in Christ. That is 
why when someone is united to Christ by grace, through 
faith in Him, he is called a new creature. ”THEREFORE 

THINGS PASSED AWAY; BEHOLD, NEW THINGS HAVE COME” (2 
Cor. 5:17). 

(iv) He is a new creature because he is now a part of the 
new creation in Christ. 

IF ANY MAN IS IN CHRIST, HE IS A NEW CREATURE; THE o m  

c. But, of course, its final consummation will occur at the 
time of the Judgment. 
(i) Notice in Revelation 21:l that John sees the new heaven 

and earth after the judgment, ”AND I SAW A NEW HEAVEN 

PASSED AWAY, AND THERE IS NO LONGER ANY SEA.” 

concerning the blessing pronounced upon the righteous 

AND A NEW EARTH; FOR THE FIRST HEAVEN AND FIRST EARTH 

(ii) From this passage and the passage we saw earlier 
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at the final judgment, the new heavens and earth must 
have been brought in sometime during that judgment, or 
else the righteous would have no kingdom to inherit. 

necessary and that that new creation, which was 
accomplished through the redemptive work of Christ, will 
be fully brought in at the time of the final judgment. 

(iii) So we see that it was sin that made a new creation 

11. Secondly, I Want You to See the Character of this New Creation. 
A. First, It Is a New Heavens and a New Earth. 

1.  Just as we were said to become new creatures in Christ, so also 

2. This does not necessarily mean that there will be no connection 
the creation will become new. 

between the old and new. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

The old creation was subjected to futility, under the 
corruption of sin, but so were our own bodies. 
The Bible tells us that the saints are looking forward to 
their adoption, the redemption of their bodies when Christ 
returns. 
But in the same way, the creation itself is said to be 
anxiously waiting for the revealing of the sons of God, so 
that it too may be set free from its slavery to corruption 
(Rom. 8:19). 
Based upon these parallels, as well as such passages as 
Matthew 5:5, ”BLESSED ARE THE MEEK, FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT 
THE EARTH ’’> and Psalm 78:69, ”AND HE BUILT HIS SANCTUARY 
LIKE THE HEIGHTS, LIKE THE EARTH WHICH HE HAS FOUNDED 
FOREVER,” we must conclude that the present heaven and earth 
are not erased from existence, and then the new brought in. 
Rather, the new heavens and earth are renovated, or changed, 
so that they no longer have the affects of sin and 
corruption in them. 
Just as the destruction of the world during the time of Noah 
by the waters did not entail the utter annihilation of all 
things, so neither will the future destruction of it by fire 
completely annihilate it. 

B. The Results of this Renovation Will Yield a World for the Saints to 
Live, in which Righteousness Dwells. 
1.  It is not characterized, as the present state of things, as a 

place under the corruption of sin, but it is a place of perfect 
and abiding righteousness. 
a. There will no longer be a curse upon that dwelling place. 

John says, in Revelation 7:16-17, ”THEY SHALL HUNGER NO MORE, 
NEITHER THIRST ANYMORE; NEITHER SHALL THE SUN BEAT DOWN ON 
THEM, NOR ANY HEAT; FOR THE LAMB IN THE CENTER OF THE THRONE 
SHALL BE THEIR SHEPHERD, AND SHALL GUIDE THEM TO SPRINGS OF 
THE WATER OF LIFE; AND GOD SHALL WIPE EVERY TEAR FROM THEIR 
EYES. ” 

b. He continues in Revelation 21:4, ”AND HE SHALL WIPE EVERY 
TEAR FROM THEIR EYES; AND THERE SHALL NO LONGER BE ANY 
DEATH; THERE SHALL NO LONGER BE ANY MOU~ING, OR CRYING, OR 
PAIN; THE FIRST THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY.” And in verse 27, 
”AND NOTHING UNCLEAN AND NO ONE WHO PRACTICES ABOMINATION 
AND LYING, SHALL EVER COME INTO IT, BUT ONLY THOSE WHOSE 
NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN THE LAMB’S BOOK OF LIFE.” 
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c. Instead the saints will be perfectly blessed in the actual 
seeing of their risen Lord, and in the company of the saints 
and angels. Jesus prayed, ”FATHER, I DESIRE THAT THEY ALSO, 
WHOM THOU HAST GIVEN ME, BE WITH ME WHERE I AM, IN ORDER 
THAT THEY MAY BEHOLD MY GLORY, WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN ME; FOR 
THOU DIDST LOVE ME BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD” (John 
17:24). The Bible says that we will even see God, ”BLESSED 
ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD” (Matt. 5:8). 

d. Jesus even gives to us a promise that we may sit with Him on 
His throne, ”HE WHO OVERCOMES, I WILL GRANT TO HIM TO SIT 
DOWN WITH ME ON MY THRONE, AS I ALSO OVERCAME AND SAT DOWN 
WITH MY FATHER ON HIS THRONE” (Rev. 3:21). 

2. As to the character of our lives in this new heavens and earth, 
the Bible doesn’t give us a lot of information, but we may know 
some things from our present nature and circumstances. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

Man will continue to live with a spiritual and material 
nature. Our souls will be perfectly purified from sin, and 
our bodies will be gloriously transformed, not into 
immaterial bodies, but spiritual bodies, that is, bodies 
which are perfectly filled and controlled by the Spirit of 
God ( 1  Cor. 15). 
Man will continue to be a thinking, or reasoning creature, 
so that, though we only see through a mirror now dimly, then 
we will see face to face throughout all eternity, continuing 
to learn more about God through His works ( 1  Cor. 13: 12). 
Man has a memory, and we may assume that since the 
limitation of our sin is removed, we will be able to 
remember all of our experiences in heaven perfectly. 
Man was created to work, and he will undoubtedly have work 
yet to do for His Lord’s glory in heaven. 
Man is a social creature; he was made to live in society. 
Therefore he will continue to exist in the perfect society 
of the saints, the only difference being that marriage will 
no longer be necessary (Mat t . 22: 30). 
Society was created in such a way that there is rank and 
order, and we may assume the same to be true of heaven. The 
Bible tells us that there are degrees of gracious rewards in 
heaven based upon the gracious gifts our Lord gave us on 
earth and how faithfully we served Him. In heaven, we may 
therefore have different abilities and offices and ranks. 
Heaven will be far greater than any of us can imagine. No 
one will regret the slightest thing there. 
And so we will live throughout all eternity in perfect 
blessedness, loving, serving and worshiping our Father and 
our Lord Jesus Christ with all our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength, and loving and serving our neighbors as ourselves. 

III. Lastly, I Want You to See that the Lord Exhorts You to Godly Living on 
the Basis of His Future Work. 

A. The Old Heavens and the Old Earth Are Going to Be Destroyed. 
1.  John says, ”THE WORLD IS PASSING AWAY AND ALSO ITS LUSTS; BUT 

THE ONE WHO DOES THE WILL OF GOD ABIDES FOREVER” ( I  John 2: 17). 
2. If you love the world and the things of the world, then you will 

be destroyed along with it. But if you love the Lord and the 
things of the Lord, you will abide forever in the new heavens 
and the new earth. 
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B. Peter Wrote, ”SINCE ALL THESE THINGS ARE TO BE DESTROYED IN THIS WAY, 
WHAT SORT OF PEOPLE OUGHT YOU TO BE IN HOLY CONDUCT AND GODLINESS, 

1.  You cannot live a godless life now and expect to change on the 
LOOKING FOR AND HASTENING THE COMING OF THE DAY OF (v. 11-12). 

eve of His judgment. 
a. First of all, you don’t even know when He is coming. 
b. Secondly, you cannot change your heart anyway, it requires 

the grace of God. 
c. And thirdly, if you decide to continue to live a godless life 

here, you have already chosen where you want to be in the 
future. Living as though God doesn’t exist so that you might 
fulfill your own evil desires is a choice to reject His grace 
and, consequently, to reject heaven as your final dwelling. 

2. The Lord exhorts you to be holy in your conduct now, to be godly 
now. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

h. 

If you are to escape the day of God’s wrath, it requires 
holiness of life. 
Again, let me remind you that the Scripture exhorts you to 

WHICH NO ONE WILL SEE THE LORD” (Heb. 12:14). 
You must be holy if you are to expect heaven; you must grow 
in godliness. 
It is the character of your life that will be judged on the 
that day, for though your words may deceive others and 
yourselves, the fruits that you bear will not. 
Therefore be holy! If you are seeking holiness then you may 
do as Peter says here and expectantly look for and earnestly 
desire the day of His coming. 
Abound in good works! If you don’t, that day will come upon 
you unawares, and the door of salvation will be forever shut 
against you. g. People of God, if you want to be a 
partaker of the blessings of this new heaven and earth, ”BE 
DILIGENT TO BE FOUND BY HIM IN PEACE, SPOTLESS AND 
BLAMELESS” (v. 14). 
The only way that you may do this is to love and embrace 
Christ as your all and all. Make sure that you are not 
resting on your profession of yesterday. Make sure that you 
are not resting on your works of a long time ago. If a 
person thinks he is making progress toward the mark, and 
then gives up, he has made no progress at all. It is those 
who endure to the end who will be saved; it is those who 
bear patiently the fruits of godliness that are the Lord’s, 
for they show by their fruit the true work of God in their 
lives. Pursue peace with all men, and the holiness without 
which no one will see the Lord. And be waiting expectantly 
for your Lord’s return. Amen. 

¶’PURSUE PEACE WITH ALL MEN, AND THE SANCTIFICATION WITHOUT 


