
”The Necessity of Holiness” 
(Hebrews 12: 14) 

Introduction: Without holiness there will be no heaven. Does this 
statement shock you? After all isn’t salvation from first to last 
the work of God? Isn’t it true that we can do nothing to add to the 
perfect work of Christ? Then how can I now say, without holiness, 
there will be no future glory for anyone? It is because that is 
what our passage tells us this evening in no uncertain terms. 

We must never forget that the Christian life is not one of 
absolute passivity. We are not to be sitting around waiting for 
heaven. Rather the Christian life is to be one of constant growth 
into the likeness of Christ, through active obedience to His Word. 
Christ has done everything that is necessary to redeem His people to 
the uttermost and not one of them shall ultimately be lost. But yet 
there are very real warnings throughout the Scriptures, directed to 
the covenant community of God, that they do not fall away, but 
rather that they grow in holiness. When Peter speaks of those who 
were once in the covenant community who later apostatized, he says, 
”IT HAS HAPPENED TO THEM ACCORDING TO THE TRUE PROVERB, ’A DOG 
RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT, ’ AND, ’ A SOW, AFTER WASHING, RETURNS TO 
WALLOWING IN THE MIRE”’ ( 2  Peter 2 : 2 2 ) .  The dog had vomited up that 
poisonous morsel that caused him to be ill. The sow had washed away 
its filth from its wallowing in the mire. But they showed 
themselves to be unconverted because they did not remain in that 
condition, but returned to that ungodliness by which they were 
originally defiled. The dog returned to his vomit to again consume 
that which made it ill in the first place, and the sow returns to its 
wallowing in the filth of the mire. They did not press on to 
holiness, but turned back into the way of the world. 

The author to the Hebrews encapsulates this thought in this 
verse which is perhaps one of the most solemn and sobering warnings 
in all of Scripture. Christianity is not a game to be played, it is 
not a list of rules of do’s and don’ t’s to adhere to, but it is the 
real growth into the likeness of the most righteous man that ever 
walked the earth. It is the very serious pursuit of personal 
righteousness and holiness. We must take this admonition very 
seriously for we do not want to come to the realization that we have 
only been fooling ourselves into thinking that we were Christ’s, 
when we stand before Him on that great day. And so what I want you 
to see this evening in this passage is that, 

There must be within your life a striving after holiness if 
you are ever to see the blessings of heaven. 
First, I want you to see what the Bible says sanctification, or 
growth in holiness, is, and secondly, I want you to test your 
lives to see if you are in fact pursuing and obtaining it. 

I. First, I Want You to See What Sanctification Is. 
A. It Is the Renewing of the Whole Man into the Moral Image of 
God, Which Was Lost in the Fall. 

1. In the Fall of man, the moral image of God was totally 
erased. 
a. God had created man in His own image and very good. 
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(i) God had made man in a special way that set him 
apart from all of the animals: He made man in 
His image. 
This means that God made man in a way which 
reflected His own being. 

(iii) He made Him a thinking creature so that he 
could meditate on the works of God. 

might be filled with the Spirit of God. 

have fellowship with him forever. 

personal righteousness, that he might reflect 
the character of His Maker. 

(ii) 

(iv) He made him a spiritual creature so that he 

(v) He made him an immortal being so that he might 

(vi) And He made him a moral being, endowed with 

b. But when man fell, though he still remained in God's 
image, yet there was a very important part of that 
image which was lost. 
(i) Man still remained in God's image after the 

Fall because he was still a thinking, 
spiritual, immortal and moral creature. 

(ii) But now because the moral image of God was erased 
and replaced with sinful corruption which filled 
his heart, he no longer used his mind to meditate 
upon God, but to destroy the knowledge of Him; he 
no longer had spiritual life in his soul, but now 
spiritual death; and though he was still immortal, 
and would never cease to exist, he would now exist 
forever separated from God. 

2. But in the new birth, that moral image is restored, but 
not entirely. 
a. Man of himself can do nothing to become like God 

morally: to love righteousness and to hate sin, because 
in himself he only hates righteousness and loves sin. 

b. But in the new birth, the Spirit of God restores our 
moral likeness to God. 
(i) The inclinations of the heart, which were only 

evil, are now inclined towards the good. 
(ii) In Christ, through faith in Him, we put on the 

new self. 

ANOTHER, SINCE YOU LAID ASIDE THE OLD SELF WITH ITS 

BEING RENEWED TO A TRUE KNOWLEDGE ACCORDING TO THE 
IMAGE OF THE ONE WHO CREATED HIM." 

DID NOT LEARN CHRIST IN THIS WAY, IF INDEED 

JUST AS TRUTH IS IN JESUS, THAT, IN REFERENCE 
TO YOUR FORMER MANNER OF LIFE, YOU LAY ASIDE 
THE OLD SELF, WHICH IS BEING CORRUPTED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH WITH THE LUSTS OF DECEIT, AND 
THAT YOU BE RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR MIND, 

OF GOD HAS BEEN CREATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 

(iii) Paul says in Colossians 3:9-10, "DO NOT LIE TO ONE 

EVIL PRACTICES, AND HAVE PUT ON THE NEW SELF WHO IS 

(iv) And in Ephesians 4:20-24, he writes, "BUT YOU 

YOU HAVE HEARD HIM AND HAVE BEEN TAUGHT IN HIM, 

AND PUT ON THE NEW SELF, WHICH IN THE LIKENESS 
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HOLINESS OF THE TRUTH.” 

moral image of God renewed. 
(v) This new man, as the Scripture calls it, is the 

c. However, the Bible tells us that this renewal is 
never complete in this life. 

B. And Because the Moral Image of God Is Not Entirely Restored 
in This Life, Throughout All of Our Lives We Are To Be 
Growing into the Likeness of Christ, As the Spirit Enables 
Us to Die More and More to Sin and to Live More and More to 
Righteousness. 
1.  There is still a great deal of indwelling sin in the 

heart of a Christian. 
a. Before we are born again, sin is reigning in every 

b. After we experience the new birth by the grace of 
part of us. 

God, sin is no longer reigning, but it is still 
present in every part of us. 
(i) Just read Romans 7 to see the apostle Paul’s 

(ii) Sin still affects every part of us, our mind, 
wrestlings with sin. 

our inclinations, our wills, our heart, our 
spirit, our body, everything. 

mire that is still to some extent desiring to 
go back into the mire. 
Or it is like a room which had a raging fire 
put out in the midst of it, and yet it is 
still filled with smoke. 

(v) Sin still indwells us and it is something that 
we must deal with. 

(iii) It is like the sow that is pulled out of the 

(iv) 

2. But by the grace of the Spirit. we are putting off the 
old and putting on the new. 
a. Sanctification is what we call that process of 

putting to death the old sinful practices which 
spring from the fountain of indwelling sin and 
corrupt i on. 
(i) It is the removing of the desire of the sow to 

return to the mire. 

some fresh air come in and drive away the smoke. 

desires of the heart. 

LIVING ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, YOU MUST DIE; 
BUT IF BY THE SPIRIT YOU ARE PUTTING TO DEATH 
THE DEEDS OF THE BODY, YOU WILL LIVE.” 

(ii) It is the opening of the windows of the room to let 

(iii) It is the putting to death of the sinful 

(iv) Paul said in Romans 8:13, ”FOR IF YOU ARE 

b. But it is at the same time a putting on of the 
righteous practices of the new nature which has been 
created in the likeness of God. 
(i) It is the killing of sin and the doing of acts 

of righteousness. 

illicit relationships, but cultivating fidelity 
(ii) It is the adulterer, not only ending his 
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to his wife. 
(iii) It is the thief, ending his life of thievery, 

and working so that he may have something good 
to share with the one who is in need. 

(iv) It is the renewal of the whole man into the 
image of God. 

(v) There is no area which is unaffected. If 
sanctification is not taking place in the whole 
man, then it is not taking place at all. 

pollution of sin which remains in us after we 
have been made alive by the Spirit, and the 
renewing of God’s character in our souls. 

(vi) And so, sanctification is the removal of the 

11. Secondly, I Want You to Know For Certain That Unless You Pursue 
This Personal Sanctification, You Will Not Obtain Heaven. 

A. The Bible Says that Unless Our Lives Are Being Conformed to 
Christ’s Image in This Way, We Have Never in Fact Come to 
Know Him. 
1.  It is a fact that salvation comes through the perfect 

obedience of Christ and His atoning death as a gift 
through faith alone. 
a. Salvation is not earned by any works of ours. 
b. But it is a free gift which was merited by Christ 

and is given to those who turn from their sins and 
who trust in Him alone to save them. 

2. But if you have come to Christ, and are truly justified, 
there will be a corresponding pursuit of holiness which 
must f ol low. 
a. The faith which saves is a working faith; it is an 

obedient faith. 
(i) James tells us that ”EVEN AS THE BODY WITHOUT THE 

SPIRIT IS DEAD, SO ALSO FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD.” 

a faith that is constantly causing the one who 
possesses it to become more and more obedient 
to the Lord’s Word, to every part of it. 

(ii) A justifying faith is a faith that works; it is 

b. Your life will be more and more consecrated, 
separated unto the work of Christ. 
(i) You must sense within yourself a gradual 

setting aside of your own desires to be 
entirely submitted to His. 

glory and honor alone. 
(ii) Holiness is a set-apartness to God for His 

c. If this holiness is not in you and increasing, then 
you have a dead faith which cannot save; your’s is a 
bare profession without the reality. 

B .  And So, Examine Your Hearts by These Tests to See if 
Sanctification Is Taking Place in You. 
1.  Is your obedience to God’s 10 Commandments increasing? 

a. Is your personal devotion to God increasing, or are 
you dividing your love and affection between God and 
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other things? 
I s  your personal and public worship of God becoming 
increasingly pure by worshiping God in the way that 
He commands, or are you worshiping him according to 
the way that you like? 
Are you using the name of God and His Word more and 
more reverently, treating them as holy, or are you 
profaned them by blaspheming His name, or by 
believing false doctrines? 
Are you increasingly keeping His weekly Sabbath Day holy, 
setting the whole day aside for His honor and praise, or 
are you doing what is pleasing to you on the Lord’s Day? 
I s  your honoring of your father and mother and all who 
are in authority over you growing, or are you refusing 
to listen to them, and rebelling against them? 
Are you being careful not to harbor any bitterness or 
hatred in your heart for your neighbor, or are you secretly 
loathing and murdering your neighbor in your heart? 
Are you keeping your heart sexually pure by not 
lusting after another person of the opposite, or 
even the same, sex, or are you secretly desiring 
that which God forbids? 
Are you being careful to gain everything that you 
possess in a godly way, being honest in all of your 
dealings and always seeking to be fair and just with 
your neighbor, or are you lying, swindling, cheating, 
and using your neighbor for your own personal advantage? 
Are you being careful to always speak the truth to 
your neighbor and about him, and are you always 
seeking to honor him and to speak well of him 
whenever possible, or are you slandering your 
neighbor and always slanting the truth in order to 
make him look worse in the eyes of others? 
Are you content with what the Lord has given to you 
materially in life, or are you angry with the Lord 
because He has not given you more? 

Is your love for God becoming stronger? 
a. The greatest commandment is that you would love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength. 

when you compare it to the first four commandments? 
b. Does your life show that you are loving God this way 

Is your love for your neighbor growing and revealing 
itself in outward acts of charity? 
a. The second greatest commandment is that you would 

love your neighbor as yourself. 
b. Do your outward acts of charity to your neighbors 

even approach the love that you show for yourself? 

Do you see in God and in the things of God a loveliness 
and beauty that far surpasses anything in this world? 
a. Is God the center of your meditation during the week? 
b. Do you strongly desire to read His Word and know of 

His will for your life? 
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c. Do you find in the Savior the true delight of your 
heart and soul, so that the things of the world pale 
beside them? 

5. Are you being persecuted for righteousness? 
a. If you believe that these things are true about you, 

can anyone else see them in you? 
b. Are they simply a secret desire of your heart, but 

not a reality in your life? 
c. And if they are not a reality, then why aren’t they? 

Is it because you really don’t want these things 
enough to pursue them? 

C. God Declares to You This Evening that You Must Pursue These 
Things if You Are to Overtake Them. 
1.  If these things are not in you and increasing, then you 

must first pursue Christ in faith and repentance. 
a. If these things are not in your life, even in the 

slightest degree, then you have not yet come 
savingly to Christ. 

b. And if they are ever to be in your life, then you 
must come to Christ, and lay your hands upon Him and 
receive His life. 

c. You must pursue Him with all your might if your are 
to find Him. The Lord said through the prophet 
Jeremiah, ”AND YOU WILL SEEK ME AND FIND ME, WHEN 
YOU SEARCH FOR ME WITH ALL YOUR HEART” (Jer. 29: 13). 

2. But if these things are there, then you must yet 
continue to seek after them, to strive after them, if 
you are to obtain heaven. 
a. Holiness is not something which you will apprehend 

with anything less than .your full effort. 
Holiness speaks of the entire offering up of 
yourself to God. 
It is the giving up of yourself wholly unto the Lord. 
The Lord doesn’t want part of your affection, 
part of your time, part of your obedience, He 
want all of you. 
That is why the apostle Paul said in Romans 
12: 1-2, ”I URGE YOUR THEREFORE, BRETHREN, BY THE 
MERCIES OF GOD, TO PRESENT YOUR BODIES A LIVING 
AND HOLY SACRIFICE, ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, WHICH IS 

BE CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD, BUT BE TRANSFORMED 
BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND, THAT YOU MAY 
PROVE WHAT THE WILL OF GOD IS, THAT WHICH IS 
GOOD AND ACCEPTABLE AND PERFECT.” 
If you have received the mercy of God through 
Christ Jesus, then you are to give yourself 
unreservedly to the Lord for His glory and be 
transformed into His likeness. 

YOUR SPIRITUAL SERVICE OF WORSHIP. AND no NOT 

b. Remember, if there is no holiness, there will be no heaven. 
(i) If this sanctification is not present and 

continuing in your life, then you are chaff and 
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not wheat. 

if there is true life in your soul. 
(iii) And if it is there and increasing, then you 

have a solid foundation upon which to build 
your hope of eternal glory. 

(ii) There must be holiness, there must be growth, 

3 .  People of God, grow into the likeness of Christ. 
a. Pursue the sanctification that is necessary to see the Lord. 
b. Do not deceive yourself into thinking that you are 

in a state of grace if the evidence of your life 
indicates that you are not. 

c. Knowing these things is not the end, but merely the 
beginning. You must not content yourself in merely 
knowing what you must do, you must also do it. 

d. Press forward in the Christian walk. "PURSUE PEACE 
ANn THE SANCTIFICATION WITHOUT WHICH NO ONE WILL SEE 
THE LORD." Amen. 


