
“The Mystery Revealed” 

(Romans 16:25-27) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw how the Lord sent His Spirit to advance the work of 

redemption.   

a.  He sent His Spirit first to give the charismatic gifts that would establish His 

Word to His church.   

b.  He sent His Spirit second to give the service gifts that would be necessary 

throughout the earthly ministry of the church.   

c.  And He sent His Spirit third to empower the church to use those gifts to 

advance the kingdom.   

 

2.  We need to remember that though the charismatic gifts have served their 

purpose and passed away at the end of the apostolic era, the service gifts are still 

being given, and we all have one or more.   

a.  We need to be praying that the Lord would empower us to use them to further 

the Gospel for His glory in this age.   

b.  We also need to be seeking Him for a greater love by His same Spirit so that 

we will want to do so.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see another way the Lord prepared for the application of His 

redemption:  He revealed more of the mystery of the Gospel.   

a.  Now we might not think the Gospel was ever a mystery in any sense.   

(i)  It’s true that the way of salvation has always been clear enough so that 

those seeking it could find it, even from the very beginning.   

(ii)  But not everything about Christ and His saving work was as clear in the 

Old Testament as it is in the New.   

(a)  That revelation was there, but it was hidden under types and shadows.   

(b)  There were still many mysteries:  e.g., that God would become a man; 

that as a man He would suffer, die, be raised again; that it was the 

Spirit’s work that would bring a man to faith, etc. 

(c)  When we read the Old Testament with the clearer light of the New, 

it’s much easier to see and understand.   

(d)  But it wasn’t that easy before the Lord revealed it.   

 

b.  Even as the Lord progressively revealed His Son throughout the Old 

Covenant era, so He progressively revealed the truth of the Gospel in the 

New.   

 

2.  Let’s consider now a further step in redemptive history:  how the Lord revealed 

His Gospel truth through His Spirit.  We’ll look at two things:   
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a.  First, what these truths were that He revealed.   

b.  And second, when the Lord revealed them.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what were some of these truths that were revealed in the Old Testament, and 

yet were in some ways still mysterious until explained in the New?   

1.  One mystery was that the Gentiles would eventually be included in God’s 

household, without first becoming Jews.   

a.  We read about this in Ephesians 3:1-7, “For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner 

of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles – if indeed you have heard of the 

stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; that by revelation 

there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  By 

referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the 

mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the 

sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in 

the Spirit; to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow 

members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 

through the gospel, of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of 

God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power.”   

b.  Gentile salvation was predicted in the Old Testament (Isa. 42:6), even that 

they would become God’s people (Hos. 2:23); but that they would be fellow 

heirs and members of the body wasn’t as clear.  This is now revealed.   

 

2.  Another mystery was the fact that Christ would dwell in His people.   

a.  We read in Colossians 1:25-27, “Of this church I was made a minister 

according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so 

that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the 

mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has 

now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what 

is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ 

in you, the hope of glory.”   

b.  We find many places in the Old Testament where the Lord promised to dwell 

among His people, but it wasn’t as clear that He would dwell in them – that 

they would physically become His temple – and more specifically that Christ 

Himself would dwell in them.   

 

3.  There were many mysteries veiled under the Old Covenant that were revealed in 

the New.   

a.  Consider again Romans 16:25-27, “Now to Him who is able to establish you 

according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 

revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, but 

now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the 

commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, 

leading to obedience of faith; to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be 

the glory forever.  Amen.”   

b.  These mysteries include, but are not limited to, the fact:   



3 

(i)  That God would become a man to save His people:   

(a)  In the Old Testament, we learn about the seed of Eve would crush the 

serpent’s head (Gen. 3:15), that a seed would come from Abraham that 

would bring blessing to the world (Gen. 22:18), that our redeemer 

would be our kinsman in Ruth, that God would establish a Son of 

David on his throne forever (2 Sam. 7:12-13), that David would call 

Him Lord (Ps. 110:1), that He would be the Son of God, in some sense 

(Ps. 2:7), that a virgin would be with child and that child’s name would 

be Immanuel (Isa. 7:14; God with us), that He would bear the titles of 

God (Isa. 9:9, and that His goings forth would be from everlasting 

(Micah 5:2).  But oddly enough, the Jews didn’t seem to be expecting a 

divine Messiah and accused Jesus of blasphemy when He claimed to be 

God.   

(b)  But in the New Covenant, the fact that He is fully God and fully man 

is revealed:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1).   

 

(ii)  That Christ would live a vicarious life to earn our righteousness.   

(iii)  That He would suffer and die for our sins (Isa 53).   

(iv)  That He would be in the tomb for three days before rising again (Jonah).   

(v)  That He would ascend into heaven and there be crowned king over all 

creation (Dan. 7:13-14).   

(vi)  That by trusting in Him, we would receive His righteousness as a free 

gift (Hab. 2:4:  “But the righteous shall live by his faith).   

(vii)  That this trust would be the work of the Spirit of God and not that of 

our own flesh (Ezek. 37; Valley of dry bones).   

(viii)  That His kingdom would begin small but eventually fill the whole earth 

(Dan. 2:44).   

 

c.  These things were there, but they weren’t clearly understood until Christ 

came and fulfilled and explained them.   

(i)  Again, it’s hard for us to relate since we always read the Old Testament 

through the clearer light of the New.   

(ii)  If we hadn’t read or been taught New Covenant truth, it would be much 

more difficult.   

(iii)  We are so blessed to have this truth:  As Jesus said, “But blessed are 

your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.  For truly I 

say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you 

see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it” 

(Matt. 13:16-17).   

 

B.  Second, when did the Lord reveal these mysteries?   

1.  He revealed them in His earthly ministry, before His crucifixion.   

a.  Through the things He taught.   

b.  Through the things He did and that were done to Him.   
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2.  He revealed them in His post resurrection ministry.   

a.  There were things they wouldn’t be able fully to understand until He had 

gone through His rejection, suffering, death and resurrection.   

b.  The two on the road to Emmaus are a perfect example:   

(i)  As they were lamenting Christ’s death, Jesus said to them, “‘O foolish 

men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  

Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into 

His glory?’  Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He 

explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures” 

(Luke 24:25-26).   

(ii)  Here’s a perfect example of how one could see the truth and still not 

understand.   

 

c.  He revealed these things when He appeared to His disciples:  “‘These are My 

words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which 

are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 

must be fulfilled.’  Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 

and He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise 

again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins 

would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem’” (Luke 24:44-47).   

d.  He revealed them for forty days after His resurrection, just before His 

ascension, “To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by 

many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and 

speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).   

 

3.  But He gave them the fullest revelation of these things after the Spirit was 

poured out on the day of Pentecost:   

a.  Jesus earlier told His disciples, “I have many more things to say to you, but 

you cannot bear them now.  But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 

guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but 

whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to 

come” (John 16:12-13).   

b.  We know this because the Lord revealed more to Paul than any of the other 

apostles.   Paul learned all that he knew independently of the apostles (Gal. 

2:1-6); and yet he expounded the mysteries of the Gospel so clearly that, as 

Edwards put it, “a child may come to know more of the doctrines of the 

gospel, in many respects, than the greatest prophets knew under the darkness 

of the Old Testament.”   

c.  And so we see the Gospel light that began to shine immediately after the Fall, 

that gradually increased through the Old Testament, had now come to shine 

in full brilliance through the apostles.   

d.  The veil of the Old Covenant shadows had been taken away in Christ.   

 

III.  Application.   
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A.  First, having this full revelation, we need to realize that it won’t do us any good if 

we don’t accept it, if we’re not converted.   

1.  As long as you remain unconverted, the truth is still veiled to you, as it was to 

the hearts and minds of the unconverted Jews.   

a.  Paul writes, “But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the 

reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is 

removed in Christ.  But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over 

their heart; but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away” 

(2 Cor. 3:14-16).   

b.  As long as the Jews refused to accept Christ as the Messiah, they could never 

understand Moses, because he wrote about Christ.   

c.  And as long as they didn’t understand, they were lost.   

 

2.  Don’t let this happen to you; don’t let the truth remain a mystery.   

a.  Receive Christ now, and have the veil removed.   

b.  If you hear Christ speaking, take hold of Him by faith, trust Him to save you 

– apply Christ to your soul and wash away your sins.   

c.  If you don’t hear Him, if you don’t see Him, pray that the Spirit of God might 

open your ears and eyes – that He might take away the veil of sin that blinds 

you and reveal Christ to you.   

d.  The Spirit not only gave us the Word, He is also the One who can reveal 

Christ to your soul and transform you into His image.  “Now the Lord is the 

Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  But we all, with 

unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, 

the Spirit” (vv. 17-18).   

 

B.  But for those of you who have come to Christ, the Lord encourages you to push on 

in your understanding.   

1.  You don’t yet know as much as you can or should.   

a.  Just as the Lord didn’t reveal everything to His disciples because they 

weren’t able yet to receive it, so there are things we all have yet to receive.   

(i)  We must feed from the milk of the Word when we’re first saved.   

(ii)  But as we grow, we need to feed on its meat.   

 

b.  Strive after spiritual meat – strive to know God’s truth and to live by it.   

c.  And when you run into those truths that are difficult and you can’t quite 

understand how they all fit together, be content to accept them for now until 

the Lord shows you in His time.   

 

2.  Let’s prepare to come now to the Lord’s Table to receive the grace Christ 

purchased that will help us to do this.  Amen.   
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