
“The Mercies of Christ” 

(Matthew 12:17-21) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This evening, we’re beginning our Reformation Series where we’ll be 

introduced to five Puritans dealing with five different topics.   

a.  But before we begin, I thought it would be helpful to break some ground.   

(i)  Our schedule allows it since we’ve reached a breaking point in our 

morning series on the History of Redemption.   

(a)  We’ve finished covering the period of time from the Creation and Fall 

to the Babylonian exile.   

(b)  The Lord has providentially given us this opportunity.   

 

(ii)  Further, we’ll only have a brief time in the evening to deal with each 

Puritan.   

(a)  We’re going to consider both their lives and at least one of their 

works.    

(b)  It will help us if we can become oriented to the author’s subject in the 

morning.   

 

(iii)  And finally, considering the length of their books, as well as the richness 

and depth of their godly wisdom – and realizing we could never do justice 

to the book in one sitting – it’s a good idea to spend a little more time 

thinking about the subject.   

 

b.  All this is to say that the five Lord’s Day morning services are going to 

dovetail with the evening services so that, by God’s grace, we might benefit 

more from them.   

 

2.  Tonight, we’ll be looking at one of the towering figures in Puritanism, Richard 

Sibbes, and his work The Bruised Reed; and so this morning, we’re going to 

break ground on his text.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Context.   

a.  In our text, Jesus and His disciples were going through the grainfields on the 

Sabbath, and the disciples were picking the heads of grain for food, as was 

their right, according to the Law, for those traveling.   

(i)  The Pharisees saw it as an opportunity to condemn Jesus, and so they 

accused the disciples of breaking the Sabbath.   

(ii)  But Jesus defended them, pointing out the exceptions that were recorded 

in the Scriptures when the situation required it.  By so doing, He not only 

protected His disciples from a false charge and cleared Himself of 
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hypocrisy, He also showed us that it wasn’t sinful to do work that is 

necessary on the Sabbath.   

 

b.  Jesus then entered into a synagogue, where the Pharisees saw another 

opportunity to accuse Him.   

(i)  There was a man there with a withered hand, and they questioned Jesus 

whether it would lawful to heal him on the Sabbath.   

(ii)  After Jesus pointed out their hypocrisy in that they would show mercy to 

their own animals on God’s holy day, He healed the man.   

(iii)  He not only healed the man with the withered hand, but after leaving the 

synagogue, in His great mercy and grace, He healed all those who 

followed Him, all the while warning them not to tell others who He was.   

(iv)  This shows us again something of the great love and mercy of Christ – 

that He cared for those around Him – as well as something of His 

character – He was not trying to gain notoriety for Himself.   

 

c.  Jesus did these things, Matthew tells us, in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy 

regarding the Servant of the Lord.   

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, who the Servant of the Lord is and something of His character.   

b.  And second, something of the work He was to do.   

c.  Realizing, of course, that Isaiah was speaking of our Lord Jesus.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, who is the Servant of the Lord?   

1.  First, He is the One the Father has chosen to serve Him and the heirs of His 

salvation.   

a.  The Father chose Him from all eternity to redeem us.   

(i)  As a part of His eternal and comprehensive plan.   

(ii)  It was His intention from all eternity to create us, to allow us to fall, and 

then to redeem us through Christ, because of His great love for us.   

 

b.  He is the One the Father chose to send at the right time into the world to save 

us from the danger we had brought ourselves into:   

(i)  Through Adam, our head; through our own sinful rebellion against Him.   

(ii) From the pit of hell we all so richly deserved.   

(iii)  Because of His infinite compassion and mercy.   

 

c.  He is the One the Father chose to become one with us:   

(i)  To become a man, to become one with us.   

(ii)  That He might go through what we have to go through; that He might 

become a faithful and merciful high priest, who can sympathize with us.   

(iii)  Let’s not forget that our salvation was a gracious choice God made, in 

which He chose to give that which was most precious to Him to save us.   
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2.  Second, He is the One the Father loves and with whom He is well pleased.  The 

Father loves the Son because:   

a.  He is His eternally begotten Son.   

(i)  He shares the same divine nature with the Father.   

(ii)  He is just like Him in just about every way – the only difference being 

that He is eternally begotten.   

(iii)  And so the Father, because He loves His own perfect, divine image, 

loves the Son with infinite love.   

  

b.  And He loves Him because He is His only begotten Son among men.   

(i)  The eternally begotten Son was begotten in time in the womb of the 

Virgin.   

(ii)  He was conceived by the Spirit, and so is the Son of God.   

(iii)  And as a man, Jesus loved His Father perfectly, always doing the things 

that please Him, so that the Father was always well pleased with Him.   

(iv)  This is, by the way, why Jesus is our example – we are to follow in His 

footsteps so that we might please the Father as well.   

 

3.  Third, He is the One anointed with the Spirit of God.   

a.  The Father gave Jesus the Spirit without measure, that He might be able to do 

the work He sent Him to do.   

b.  His work was to save us, which we’ll see, required that He be filled with the 

love of God – with the kind of love and compassion that was necessary for 

this Great Shepherd to lay down His life for His sheep.   

c.  Who is the Servant of the Lord?  The One who was chosen by the Father and 

filled with the love of God that He might please His Father by laying down 

His life to save us.   

 

B.  Second, what would the Servant of the Lord do?   

1.  First, He would proclaim the Gospel to the Gentiles.   

a.  This is what Jesus did in His ministry to the Idumeans (the descendents of 

Esau), to those from Tyre and Sidon (Mark 3:8), to the Samaritans (John 4), 

and to the Syrophoenician woman (Mark 7:26).   

b.  This is what He did through His apostles to the Gentiles (Acts 10ff).   

c.  He infinitely condescended to a people that had rejected the true God from 

the time of Noah onward and turned them back to Himself.   

d.  His people, for the most part, rejected Him; but the Gentiles received Him; 

He turned to them and saved them to make His people jealous – we are living 

proof.   

 

2.  In His ministry, He would not be quarrelsome, cry out, or try to draw attention 

to Himself.   

a.  He would not be an argumentative person.   

(i)  He wouldn’t contend with others to make His point.   
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(ii)  He would speak the truth, but do it meekly; He would withdraw when 

men didn’t accept what He had to say, rather than to get into heated 

arguments.   

 

b.  He would not cry out in the streets:   

(i)  He wouldn’t go out into the main thoroughfares and display His own gifts 

and abilities as the people of the world do to draw attention to Himself.   

(ii)  He never praised Himself, and during His ministry, He told others not to 

make Him know either.   

 

3.  Instead, He would humble Himself to minister to the weak and infirmed – to 

show mercy to those who were bruised and those whose grace was burning low.   

a.  There is some question as to what Isaiah meant by the bruised/battered reed 

and the smoldering wick.   

(i)  Some take this is a negative way, believing it refers to the Scribes and 

Pharisees.   

(a)  Christ could easily break the reed and put out the smoldering wick of 

their lives.   

(b)  But He was reserving this until the day of His vengeance.   

 

(ii)  Others, such as Richard Sibbes, take this in a more positive light, and 

understand it to refer to Christ’s compassion to awakened sinners whom 

He intended to save, or to new converts who are young and immature in 

the faith, or believers whose grace is low.  Sibbes writes,  

(i)  “The bruised reed is a man that for the most part is in some misery, as 

those were that came to Christ for help, and by misery he is brought to 

see sin as the cause of it . . . He is sensible of sin and misery, even unto 

bruising; and, seeing no help in himself, is carried with restless desire 

to have supply from another, with some hope, which a little raises him 

out of himself to Christ, though he dare not claim any present interest 

of mercy.  This spark of hope being opposed by doubtings and fears 

rising from corruption makes him as smoking flax; so that both these 

together, a bruised reed and smoking flax, make up the state of a poor 

distressed man.  This is such an one as our Saviour Christ terms ‘poor 

in spirit’ (Matt. 5:3), who sees his wants, and also sees himself 

indebted to divine justice.  He has no means of supply from himself or 

the creature, and thereupon mourns, and, upon some hope of mercy 

from the promise and examples of those that have obtained mercy, is 

stirred up to hunger and thirst after it.”   

(ii)  “In pursuing his calling, Christ will not break the bruised reed, nor 

quench the smoking flax, in which more is meant than spoken, for he 

will not only not break nor quench, but he will cherish those with 

whom he so deals. . . .  Physicians, though they put their patients to 

much pain, will not destroy nature, but raise it up by degrees.  Surgeons 

will lance and cut, but not dismember.  A mother who has a sick and 

self willed child will not therefore cast it away.  And shall there be 
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more mercy in the stream than in the spring?  Shall we think there is 

more mercy in ourselves than in God, who plants the affection of mercy 

in us?”   

 

b.  Jesus will not abuse us – He will not despise us when bruised so as to break 

us off, nor will He quench what is left of our grace – but He will nurture us 

and care for us until He brings us to glory, until He leads justice to victory in 

our lives.   

 

III.  Application.  In closing, let’s:   

A.  First, consider the meekness of Jesus as an example to us.   

1.  That we should not argue to get our own way.   

2.  That we should not blow our own trumpet to draw attention to ourselves.   

3.  That we should instead be humble servants to do all we can to give glory to the 

Father and the Son and live in such a way as to adorn the Gospel, rather than 

detract from it.   

 

B.  Second, we should consider the mercy of Jesus.   

1.  Also as an example to us.   

a.  That we should show mercy to others, rather than break the weak and put out 

the embers of those who are barely alive.   

b.  And that we should bring the Gospel to those without it, that they might find 

mercy in Christ and be saved from everlasting judgment.   

 

2.  But also as a comfort to us.   

a.  The Lord doesn’t deal harshly with us, but is patient.   

b.  Realize He’s not going to cast you out for your weakness and imperfections, 

but will complete the work He began in you.   

 

C.  Finally, we should consider coming back this evening to consider the Lord’s grace 

in Sibbes’ life and to see how he applied the mercy of Christ more broadly to our 

situation.   

1.  The Puritans were true physicians of the soul.   

2.  Let Sibbes perform surgery on you this evening to remove the cancer of sin and 

bring healing to your soul.  Amen.   


