
“The Lord Preserves His Church” 
(Genesis 6-9)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered the backdrop to the revival in the days of Enosh and 
Enoch.   
a.  The world of men was becoming increasingly evil.   

(i)  First, Cain killed his brother and the Lord separated him from His people.  
This led to the founding of the first city entirely apart from God – the city 
of man.   

(ii)  Apart from the sanctifying influences of God’s Spirit working through 
His people, they quickly began to grow worse.   
(a)  Lamech, a descendant of Cain, went beyond his father’s evil by killing 

a man and a boy.   
(b)  And his increasing arrogance was plain when he said he was worthy 

of seventy times more vengeance than his father Cain.   
 

b.  At the same time, the city of God was becoming weaker.   
(i)  The godly line of Seth was tempted by the physical beauty of the 

daughters of Cain, and they married them.   
(ii)  They had children who did great exploits, at least as far as the world is 

concerned – many of them may have been against the city of God.   
(iii)  As this went on, the godly line continued to weaken, and with this, their 

ability to be salt and light; it looked as though the church would be 
swallowed up by the world.   

(iv)  How could this happen to the church?   
(a)  We see back then what Edwards learned through the two great 

awakenings:  not everyone who appears to be in the community of 
believers is truly in it, especially during times of revival.   

(b)  There is a work short of salvation – a work of God’s common grace – 
that restrains and reforms men.   

(c)  And there are the counterfeits of the flesh that can lead us to think 
we’re saved when we’re not.   

(d)  That’s why it’s so important to know that we have a genuine 
relationship with the Father through His Son, Jesus Christ.   

 
2.  The Lord had sent revival to advance His work.   

a.  But when all was said and done, Satan appeared to have the upper hand.   
b.  He had all but overcome the church:  it was down now to one family.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But as we also saw last week, the Lord was not willing to forsake His work 
because of man’s unfaithfulness.   
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a.  No matter what happened, the Lord would build His church, and no power of 
hell would stop it.   

b.  In order now to keep the light from being completely extinguished, the Lord 
determined to send the Flood to cleanse the world of its wickedness and to 
begin again.   

c.  The Flood destroyed the world, but it did not destroy God’s work of 
redemption.  He continued to move His plan forward to bring Christ into the 
world by saving Noah and his family.   

 
2.  This morning, we’ll consider three things:   

a.  First, the Flood as an act of judgment on the wicked.   
b.  Second, the Flood as an act of mercy on the church.   
c.  Finally, the new grant God makes to Noah and his family of the earth.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see the Flood as an act of judgment on the wicked.   
1.  Everything God did from the Fall of man to the end of the world is a part of His 

work of redemption and every part of it are steps to that end.   
a.  It follows then that certainly something as great as the Flood was part of it.   
b.  God did this to move the enemies of His work out of the way so that they 

would not destroy it.   
 

2.  Satan, just before the Flood, was doing everything he could to destroy the 
church.   
a.  He had just about drawn the whole world to his side against Christ.   
b.  The earth was filled with violence, mainly against the church.   
c.  When the Lord said He would put enmity between the seed of the woman and 

the seed of the serpent, that is what happened – the world hated the church 
and wanted to destroy it.   
 

3.  After the church began to fall away by intermarrying with the world, the Lord 
said His Spirit would still strive with them for another 120 years.   
a.  He sent Noah to them to preach, but the world completely ignored what he 

had to say.   
b.  The church continued to decline until it included only Noah’s family.   
c.  If Satan had destroyed them, it would have put an end to God’s work.   
d.  But the Lord wouldn’t allow it:  He sent a flood to destroy His enemies, and 

by so doing accomplished the first fulfillment of His promise, that the seed of 
the woman would crush the head of the serpent.   
 

4.  The Flood is the greatest destructive judgment recorded in Scripture; and one of 
the main reasons the Lord sent it was to judge the world because of their hatred 
and violence against His church.   
a.  The giants Moses mentions, these men of renown, the offspring of the 

marriages between the sons of God and the daughters of men, most likely 
gained their reputation by fighting against the church, at least against those 
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who remained in it (probably by fighting against each other, as well), and the 
Lord repaid them for their evil.   

b.  The things that happened around this time before the Flood and through the 
Flood, seem to be a picture of what will happen at the end of the world.   
(i)  The Lord will bring a great revival before the end that will last a long 

time.   
(ii)  But then Satan will be allowed to deceive the nations and gather them 

against the church.   
(iii)  Then the Lord Jesus will return from heaven and put an end to them 

with a judgment of fire (Rev. 20:8-9).   
(iv)  This is what happened in Noah’s day, only here the Lord brought a 

judgment of water.   
 

5.  Even though the church had very little strength, God destroyed all her enemies 
at once, just as He did Israel’s enemies in the Red Sea.   
a.  By destroying the wicked, the Lord took the earth away from them and gave 

it to Noah and his family, just as He did the land of Canaan by sending Israel 
in to destroy them.   

b.  He was doing what He had promised in the covenant of Grace, “For evildoers 
will be cut off, but those who wait for the LORD, they will inherit the land.  
Yet a little while and the wicked man will be no more; and you will look 
carefully for his place and he will not be there.  But the humble will inherit 
the land and will delight themselves in abundant prosperity” (Psalm 37:9-11).   

c.  The same is promised to us, “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the 
earth” (Matt. 5:5).   
(i)  This is encouraging to know, especially in light of the way the world 

appears to be going.   
(ii)  The church is small and weak.  There are evidences of God’s restraint 

still in our society, but if you compare what we are to what we should be 
according to God’s Word, we fall far short.   

(iii)  The church is becoming increasingly weak and increasingly persecuted 
by the state.  It may not be long before the state doesn’t tolerate it at all.   

(iv)  But even if things continue to grow dark and it appears as though God’s 
enemies are going to devour His church, the Lord will not allow this to 
happen.  He will preserve His church through His judgments, as He did in 
Noah’s day and as He will on the final day.   

 
B.  Second, the Flood was God’s act of mercy on the church.  The Flood was not only 

the way the Lord judged the world, it was also His way of preserving the family 
through whom the Redeemer would come.   
1.  Noah’s family was the godly line.   

a.  It was through Noah’s family Messiah would come.   
b.  He would have spared them on this account alone, but they were also His 

church – Jesus was going to lay down His life for them (at least for the elect 
among them).   
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2.  The way the Lord saved them pictured the redemption of Christ in many ways, 
the redemption that is sealed in baptism:   
a.  We read in 1 Peter 3:18-21, “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just 

for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in 
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; in which also He went and made 
proclamation to the spirits now in prison, who once were disobedient, when 
the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction 
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through 
the water.  Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you – not the removal 
of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience – through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”   

b.  The events of the Flood are a type of Christ’s redemptive work.  Edwards 
sees at least four ways:   
(i)  The water that washed away the filth of the world was a type of the blood 

of Christ that washes away the sins of the world, at least of those who will 
trust in Him.   

(ii) The water that delivered Noah and his family and destroyed their enemies 
was a type of the blood that delivers God’s church from their greatest 
enemy:  sin.   

(iii)  The waters of the Flood that were so deep that they reached over the 
tops of the highest mountains were a type of the sufficiency of Christ’s 
blood which is enough to cover the whole world and the greatest 
mountains of sin (remember that there is no limit to the sufficiency of 
Christ’s atoning blood, though there is a limit to its efficiency – Christ laid 
down His life for His people).   

(iv)  Finally, the ark that kept Noah and his family safe was a type of Christ 
who is able to shield us from the flood of God’s wrath.   

(v)  Even if God didn’t intend this many pictures of Christ in the Flood, 
certainly all these things are true, and it serves as a reminder:  no matter 
what you have done, no matter how great your sins are, if you turn to 
Christ in faith and repentance, His blood, His sacrifice, is enough to wash 
all your sins away.   

 
C.  Finally, we see God make a new grant of the earth to Noah and his family.   

1.  When the Flood was over, Noah built an altar and made an offering of every 
clean animal and bird, and God accepted it.   
a.  He then blessed Noah and established His covenant with him and his family, 

promising that He would never destroy the world again with a flood.   
b.  These sacrifices, instituted by God, reminded Noah that it was through the 

sacrifice of Christ that God’s promise was made and His blessings would 
come.   

 
2.  It was also at the time of this sacrifice that the Lord gave Noah and his posterity 

a new grant of the earth, and a new dominion over the creatures, no longer 
founded on the covenant of works, but on the covenant of grace.   
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a.  It was a different grant than that made to Adam –“God blessed them; and 
God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; 
and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth’” (Gen. 1:28).   

b.  The first grant was founded on the Covenant of Works, not the covenant of 
grace, since that was the covenant Adam was under when God gave it.   
(i)  When Adam broke the first covenant, he also lost this first grant, which is 

one reason among others why the earth was taken away from mankind.   
(ii)  If God had made another grant of the earth to man, He wouldn’t have 

taken it away by the flood.   
 

c.  Now that the flood was over and the wicked removed, He made a second 
grant at the time He smelled Noah’s sacrifice as a soothing aroma, the reason 
being that those sacrifices represented the death of His Son, the basis upon 
which the world would be preserved until the consummation.   
(i)  The Lord also said to Noah in this new grant that He would not destroy 

the earth, something He didn’t say to Adam.   
(ii)  The reason was this new promise was founded on the covenant of Grace, 

a covenant Christ would not fail to keep for His people.   
(a)  The Lord couldn’t make this promise to Adam, because Adam was 

going to break his covenant; but Christ never will.   
(b)  And even now, though the world has again been filled with wicked 

men and their violence, even more than before, and that in the face of 
much more light and mercy in these days of the Gospel, God’s patience 
still holds out – He hasn’t destroyed the earth, because of this promise.   

(c)  The grant He gave of the earth to Noah and his sons – from which the 
whole world has descended – still holds because of the covenant of 
grace.   

(d)  God will preserve the world until He has gathered His sheep together 
to Himself.   

(e)  And so while the Lord continues His stay, we need to be about His 
business, gathering His people together.   

(f)  Some day, His patience will be at an end; but while there’s time, let’s 
be about His work.  Amen.   


