
“The Lord Preserves Jacob in Egypt” 
(Genesis 45:16-47:31) 

 
 
 

Last week we saw the culmination or conclusion of this part of God’s plan in the 
life of Joseph and in the working out of His plan to save His people then from the famine 
and His people now, through Jesus Christ:  Joseph and his brothers were finally 
reconciled.  Joseph had put them through one last test that revealed that the Lord really 
had changed their hearts, that they really had repented of what they had done to him.  
Now Joseph could reveal himself without the fear that his brothers would resent him and 
reject him to their own destruction and that of their households.  God’s grace had been at 
work not only to heal the relationship between Joseph and his brothers, but also to 
provide for the future of His people in Egypt.  Now that everything was in place, the only 
thing left to do was to bring his father and his brother’s households to Egypt, so that he 
could provide for them for the remaining years of the famine.  This is what we will see 
this evening.  First, we see God open Pharaoh’s heart to invite Joseph’s family to come to 
Egypt.  Second, we see Joseph provide the means for them to come and the evidence to 
his father that he was still alive.  Third, we see Jacob’s faith revive and the Lord renew 
His covenant with him at Beersheba.  Fourth, we see the reunion between Joseph and his 
father Jacob.  Fifth, we see Joseph settle his family in Goshen.  Sixth, we see the famine 
continue in Egypt, but God’s household prosper.  And last, we see Jacob’s desire to 
return to the land of his fathers.  Now I realize that this sounds like a lot of points, but I 
believe that by considering each briefly, we will find a great deal of encouragement.   

First, we see how the Lord opened Pharaoh’s heart to invite Joseph’s family to 
come to Egypt.  When Pharaoh heard that Joseph’s brothers had come, it was pleasing to 
him.  He even offered to give them wagons and told them to go home and bring back 
their households, to settle in the best of the land, and that he would take care of them, so 
that they wouldn’t even need to concern themselves with their own goods.  He would 
feed them with the best of the land.  Now this is remarkable in light of the fact that there 
was a famine going on, and that his own people were suffering, as we will see.  But it’s 
especially remarkable because of the fact that the Egyptians hated the Hebrews.  But such 
is the goodness of God.  Pharaoh was so indebted to Joseph for what he had done to save 
Egypt that there wasn’t anything that he would refuse to give him.  This was all part of 
God’s plan in fulfillment of His promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  His fulfillment of 
that same covenant is also the basis upon which He promises that He will take care of us 
as well.  He has provided for us a Joseph – the Lord Jesus Christ – who has gone before 
us into heaven.  Through Christ, He has also promised to meet our needs here, as well as 
to take care of us throughout the rest of eternity.  And He says to us, as Pharaoh said to 
Joseph’s brothers, “Don’t worry about your earthly goods.  I have enough to take care of 
you.  I will provide for your needs.”  And so our Lord Jesus does take care of us, 
everyday, because of His goodness, and He has more in store for us in heaven, if we will 
only believe and serve Him faithfully.   

The second thing we see is Joseph provide the means for them to come and the 
evidence to his father that he was still alive.  After this, Joseph gave them the wagons 
with which to return to Canaan and to bring their households to Egypt.  He also gave to 
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each changes of clothes, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver and five 
changes of clothes.  This shows us that Joseph didn’t show Benjamin this favor only 
because he was testing his brothers, but also because he loved him.  He was the only 
brother of his mother Rachel.  He also sent along ten donkeys loaded with the best things 
of Egypt, beyond what his brothers had intended to buy, or perhaps could have afforded, 
as evidence to his father that he was still alive.  He also told them not to quarrel among 
themselves.  They could very easily be tempted to fight and to blame each other for what 
they had done to Joseph.  But he had forgiven them, and so he wanted them to forgive 
each other.  Our Lord Jesus, when He forgives us for our offenses against Him, tells us to 
do the same:  to forgive one another, not to quarrel among ourselves, but to live as 
brothers and sisters in His body.  He has removed our offenses.  He has paid for the guilt 
of our crimes.  We must not exact a second payment from our brethren, for something 
that Jesus has already laid down His life for, but love and forgive each other.   

The third thing we see is Jacob’s faith revive and the Lord renew His covenant 
with him at Beersheba.  When they told their father about Joseph, he was stunned.  
Literally, his heart grew numb.  He didn’t believe them.  Perhaps he thought it was a 
cruel joke, which only served to renew his grief over his dead son.  When faith is weak, 
the heart is also weak.  But when it is strong, the heart is also strong.  What Jacob needed 
was stronger faith, and so now the Lord gives him something to strengthen it.  They told 
their father what Joseph had said.  He saw the wagons that Joseph had send.  When he 
did, his spirit revived.  These things couldn’t be so, unless Joseph was alive!  And so he 
believed.  Thomas wouldn’t believe that Jesus was alive unless he could see the imprint 
of the nails in His hands and the hole in his side.  And so Jesus appeared to him and 
offered him the proof he wanted.  And then He told Thomas, “Because you have seen 
Me, have you believed?  Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed” (John 
20:29).  It is better to trust the promise of God – to see what He promises with the eyes of 
faith – than it is to believe only if He can prove Himself to us.  We have seen that a 
strong faith certainly would have been a great comfort to Jacob during these times.  But 
sometimes when that weak faith can’t quite reach out to embrace God’s promise, He 
condescends to our weakness and gives us something to shore up our faith and strengthen 
it.  God gave Jacob proof, and Jacob believed.  Now he wanted to go down to Egypt to 
see his son.  It didn’t matter to him that Joseph was rich, but it did that He was alive.   

And so he set out and came to Beersheba, the same place where his fathers 
Abraham and Isaac had worshipped the Lord (Gen. 21:33; 26:23-25).  There he offered 
sacrifices to the Lord, looking to the sacrificial Lamb of God to remove his sins, before 
he went down into Egypt.  It may also have been that Jacob was seeking direction from 
the Lord.  He hadn’t yet sought His counsel.  His providence seemed clear enough at this 
point, but still, perhaps the Lord would tell him that he shouldn’t go, as He forbade Isaac 
so many years ago (Gen. 26:2).  Maybe it wasn’t God’s will that he see Joseph.  But the 
Lord didn’t forbid him, but instead told him in a vision to go.  He would bring him down 
into Egypt, and He would also bring him up again.  But so that Jacob would know that 
this wasn’t just for the time of the famine, but a longer stay, He also told him that Joseph 
would close his eyes.  Even though this must have been a surprise to Jacob, yet he 
submitted to the Lord’s will and went.  Here we see the Lord again renew His gracious 
covenant with Jacob.  The Lord was working out His plan.  He was fulfilling His 
covenant with Abraham, the covenant He had also made with Isaac and Jacob, the 
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covenant which was born from the Covenant of Grace, that covenant which the Lord had 
planned in eternity whereby He would save His people.  He was assuring Jacob that He 
would be with him, so that he would not have to be afraid.  Jacob might have been afraid 
because he was so old.  He might have feared that his family would be affected by the 
idolatry of the Egyptians.  Or he might have been afraid because of what the Lord had 
told his father Abraham so many years ago – namely, that his descendants would be 
enslaved and oppressed for four hundred years in a land that is not theirs (Gen. 15:13).  
He didn’t necessarily want these things to happen, nor to be buried in a strange land.  But 
to all of these things, the Lord responds, “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt.”  He 
would be with him.  He would multiply him.  He would also bring him – meaning his 
family – back up.  But Joseph would close his eyes in Egypt.  Well, this was all he 
needed to know.  He thought he had moved back to the land of Promise to spend the rest 
of his days.  But now he was moving to Egypt, with his whole household.  We never 
know what the Lord has planned, but we always know that whatever it is, it is for our 
good.   

Fourth, we see the reunion between Joseph and his father.  Joseph met his father 
Jacob in Goshen and fell on his neck and wept for a long time.  This was what Jacob had 
earlier longed for, but never expected to see  – his son was alive!  After all these years, he 
had given up hope, but now he saw him with his own eyes.  Now he could die content.  
As he will shortly tell Pharaoh, life is unpleasant.  It’s full of uncertainties.  We never 
know what’s going to happen next.  That’s why it’s a burden to live in this world.  That’s 
also why the Christian longs for heaven.  Jacob didn’t want to die because he thought that 
death would put an end to his existence.  He wanted to die because he had had enough of 
this life and wanted the life to come, where there are no trials, no tears, no uncertainties, 
only the certainty of perfect bliss in the presence of his Savior.  This was also Paul’s 
desire (Phil. 1:23), and ours as well.  But our times are not in our hands.  We can’t go 
home until the Lord calls us.  Jacob still had about seventeen years of life left.  And so 
while we are here, we must continue to be patient and to persevere in fighting the good 
fight of faith.   

Fifth, we see Joseph settle his family in Goshen.  When his brothers arrived, 
Joseph counseled them before they met Pharaoh.  They were to tell Pharaoh when he 
asked that their occupation was that they were shepherds.  Since every shepherd was 
loathsome to the Egyptians, this would have at least two good effects.  First, they would 
be able to settle in Goshen, which was not only wonderful pastureland for their flocks and 
herds, but was also the region in Egypt closest to the Promised Land, for when they 
would return.  Second, it was also on the outskirts of Egypt, away from the rest of the 
Egyptians, which would allow them to remain separate from them.  But notice too that 
when the brothers came to Pharaoh, they told them that their plans were only to sojourn 
there, not necessarily to settle down.  They probably thought they would be there just 
until the end of the famine.  But we know from the rest of Scripture that it would be at 
least for four hundred years before they returned to Canaan.  Pharaoh agreed, and 
probably because of the blessing he saw was on Joseph’s life, asked them to take care of 
his animals as well, believing that they would probably fare better with them.   

Then Joseph presented his father, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh.  The Lord tells us 
that we should always seek the prosperity of the nation we live in so that in it’s 
prosperity, we might have prosperity.  And notice that even though Pharaoh was greater 
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in power and authority than Jacob, it was Jacob who blessed Pharaoh.  He did so because 
he was the one who had the blessing.  He was God’s covenant bearer.  To have this is 
better than to have all the riches of the world.  Then Pharaoh asked Jacob his age.  He 
could see that he was very old.  Jacob said that he was 130 years old, that his years were 
few and unpleasant.  But he also called it a pilgrimage.  He was only passing through this 
life on his way to the next.  He was on his way to the heavenly city, not any earthly city, 
so that these things, in the long run, really didn’t matter after all.  The only thing that did 
was that he might finish it in faith (Heb. 11:13).  Then he blessed Pharaoh again, and left.  
And Joseph settled them in the best of the land and provided for them.  The one whom 
Jacob thought was dead, was alive, and had become the provider and preserver of life.  In 
this way, he is a fitting picture of our Lord Jesus Christ, who also was dead, but who 
lived again to become the One who provides us with everything we need for life and 
salvation.   

Sixth, we see the famine continue in Egypt, but God’s household prosper.  After 
Joseph settled them, the famine continued.  Soon all of the Egyptians and the people of 
Canaan had spent all their money.  When God withholds His gracious Providence even 
for a couple of years, it can ruin or destroy a people.  The Egyptians sold all their 
livestock, and finally their lands and themselves, for food, only to become slaves to 
Pharaoh.  At this point, the famine appears to have ended, because Joseph then gave them 
seed, told them to farm, to give one-fifth to Pharaoh and to keep four-fifths for 
themselves.  However, in the midst of this famine, Israel didn’t need to give up anything, 
because the Lord blessed them through Joseph.  They prospered, while the Egyptians 
barely escaped with their lives.  God takes care of His people, as He promised, even 
when the rest of the world languishes.  He does so because of His covenant promise to 
His people in Christ.   

Finally, we see that Jacob’s heart was still in the Land of Promise.  Even though 
his needs were provided for in Egypt, he longed to return to the land of his inheritance.  
And so he had Joseph place his hand under Jacob’s thigh and swear that he would bury 
him with his fathers.  And Joseph did so.  Jacob looked forward to the fulfillment of the 
promise and wanted his bones buried in the Promised Land, not just because it was his 
inheritance from the Lord, but also because it was a type of heaven.  He longed for the 
fulfillment of the promise through God’s Messiah.  So while we are here in the world, we 
must not make this our permanent home.  We are not just going to live here and die here.  
Jesus has provided a new heavens and a new earth for us.  But we must also long for it in 
our hearts and trust that the Lord Jesus Christ will give it to us through faith.   

And so the Lord provided for His people in Egypt.  He did so because He cared 
for them.  But He also did so, because He cares for us.  By caring for them, He brought 
His Son into the world, and by bringing His Son, He has provided us with everything we 
need in this world and in the world to come.  And so let’s remember to keep our eyes 
above where our Joseph is, because He is not only the only source of our good here, He is 
also coming to take us one day to our true home in heaven.  Amen.  


