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 What is it that you love most in life?  Which of the many good gifts the Lord has given 
you do you cherish the most?  Some of the things you might think of right away would be the 
husband or wife God has given you.  Or maybe the children He has blessed you with.  Or 
perhaps for some of you it is your brothers and sisters in Christ, or your friends, your work, your 
house, or some of the things that you enjoy doing.  All of these are good things, things which the 
Lord has given to us to enjoy, and we should be thankful for them.  But are any of these worthy 
enough to be loved most of all?  No.  We have something that far outshines them all:  our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Remember, through the Gospel, He not only gives us all these good things, He also 
gives us Himself.  “I am my Beloved’s, and He is mine.”  We should love Him most of all.  But 
do we?  We might think we do, but do we really?  Are our hearts filled with affection for Him?  
Are our minds filled with thoughts about Him?  How many times have we neglected to spend 
time with Him and neglected His work so that we could do other things?  How many times have 
we set aside His commandments, the things that are dearest to His heart, so that we could do 
what we really want?  When was the last time your heart was filled with a desire, a passion, to 
spend time with Him in prayer?  When was the last time you sat down with His Word, not just to 
read your daily chapter or the passage that goes with your devotional, but that you might get to 
know Him better?  When was the last time your heart ached like Christ’s for the lost, that they 
might be brought home to Christ?  If these things aren’t in our hearts, what is?  The things that 
fill our minds and hearts are the things we love the most, and I fear that for most of us, those 
things aren’t what they should be.  Does that mean that we’re not Christians?  Not necessarily.  
But it does mean that we have very little of God’s Spirit in our hearts.  Brethren, if this is how it 
is with us, we need to grieve.  We need to get on our knees and pray until the Lord sends His 
Spirit and causes the fire of His love to burn brightly again in our hearts, until our lives are 
consumed with a holy zeal for His glory and a strong desire to see His kingdom advanced.  Our 
lives will really not be that much use to Him, until they are.   
 In our passage this morning, we see something of the holy zeal He desires of us, in 
Christ.  Christ is our perfect example, not only in this, but in everything.  As we see Him now 
fight for the honor of His Father in the midst of His apostate church, let’s allow our hearts to be 
stirred with this same holy fire, so that we might become like Him.   
 Matthew now tells us that after Jesus rode into Jerusalem, revealing Himself to be her 
rightful King, the first thing He did was to go into His Temple.  He found that it had again 
become corrupt since the first time He had cleansed it.  There were again those who were buying 
and selling animals for sacrifices, and those who exchanged foreign coins for Judean coins that 
they might make an offering to the Lord.  They were in the outer court, the place the Lord had set 
aside for His people to offer their prayers.  It was supposed to be a place of worship, but now it 
had become a place of merchandizing and profiteering.   
 When Christ saw them, His heart was moved with holy zeal for His Father’s honor 
beyond just becoming angry about it.  It moved Him to do something.  He immediately threw out 
those who were buying and selling.  Instead of asking the moneychangers peacefully to pack up 
their businesses and move somewhere else, He grabbed their tables and turned them over, as well 
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as the seats of those who were selling doves.  The first time He did this, at the beginning of His 
ministry, He made a scourge of cords and drove them out (John 2:15).  He may have done the 
same here, or He may have simply used His bare hands.  But He did it.  And, notice, He didn’t 
just show them what He thought about what they were doing, He also told them, “It is written, 
‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; but you are making it a robber’s den” (v. 13).  His 
Father had commanded this house to be built so that His people could seek Him and honor Him 
through their worship.  He even said through Isaiah the prophet that the people of every nation 
would eventually come and offer prayer in this place (Isa. 56:7), which was an indication of what 
the Lord was about to do in the calling of the Gentiles through the Gospel.  This is what His 
house was for.  But what had the priests and scribes, the spiritual leaders of God’s people, made 
it into?  They had made it into a robber’s den (Jer. 7:11) -- like anyone of the caves or dens in 
Judea where thieves and robbers hid themselves and their spoils.  It was here that the priests 
should have been helping the people to seek after God.  But instead it was here that they were 
helping these men to steal from the people.  And so Jesus threw them out.  And He could do this, 
because as the Lord and High Priest of His Temple, He had authority over the worship of God.   
 Now first, we should be moved by this example of Christ to be more zealous for the 
honor and glory of our heavenly Father.  How many times have we found ourselves becoming 
more and more apathetic about God’s worship, about His truth, and even about how we live our 
own lives?  We see more and more churches bringing more and more of the world into their 
services, trying to make their services become more attractive to the unbeliever, but in doing so, 
making it less attractive to God, but we don’t seem to care.  Not only this, but when we see the 
number of people flocking to their churches, we begin to look at ourselves, thinking that 
somehow we have failed, believing that somehow giving glory to God has to do more with 
numbers than with faithfulness to the Gospel.  And so we are tempted to go the same direction.  
But this is just the first step in the wrong direction.  It isn’t long after this that the message begins 
to change.  If the worship is changed to attract people, the truth will drive them away, unless it is 
also made more attractive.  And so the truth of God is hidden, references to sin and the blood of 
Christ become fewer and fewer, until the Bible itself begins to become irrelevant.  Ministers 
preach less and less of God’s truth and more and more of the world’s ideas.  Several years ago, 
Donna and I attended a worship service where the pastor didn’t even open the Bible, but taught 
the entire length of his twenty minute devotional on a quote he read from a book on psychology.  
What do we think about this?  How do we feel about it?  Does it raise our ire, or make our blood 
boil?  Has zeal for God’s house consumed us?  I know that it can be hard always to be fighting 
and arguing, to continually be at odds with our brethren.  I know it’s tempting to want to give in 
and not make waves so that we can just get along.  But, to coin a modern phrase, is this what 
Jesus would do?  Is this what He did?  Did He just accept what His people were doing and what 
they had done to His worship to get along with them?  No!  He threw these evil men out of His 
Temple and eventually took the kingdom of God away from the Jewish leaders altogether.  Now, 
of course, we can’t deal with the situation the way Jesus did.  Jesus is the Lord and High Priest of 
His Temple.  He is the King of Israel and the Prophet of God.  He had every right to go in and 
clean out His house immediately.  We don’t.  But there is something we can do.  We can pray.  
We can gather with God’s people as they meet for prayer and earnestly seek the Lord to send His 
Spirit to restore in us a holy zeal, to restore worship that honors the Lord in His churches, and to 
restore the true mission of the church which is to reach out to the lost with the truth, and not to 
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accommodate the truth to the unbeliever so that he will choose what it is he already loves.  We 
can support those churches that uphold God’s truth and His worship, by holding our membership 
in them and by regularly worshipping at their services.  And we can read and prayerfully search 
God’s Word more diligently to make sure that we are holding to the truth and that we ourselves 
are living it out in our own lives.  We must not overstep our own authority, but we must grieve 
the loss of purity in God’s house and pray that the Lord would come down and again cleanse His 
Temple -- not just the building that God’s people meet in, but the true Temple:  the hearts of all 
of God’s people.  Christ gave His life blood to cleanse His true Temple -- the church -- because 
of His love for her.  Let’s pray that He will return by His Spirit, and by His grace and mercy, 
cleanse her again.   
 Now after Jesus said this, “the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He 
healed them” (v. 14).  Whenever the Lord gave a new revelation of Himself -- such as He just 
did in showing them that He was the Lord and High Priest of His Temple --, it was always 
accompanied by miracles to confirm that this revelation was from God.  He healed the blind and 
the lame before the leaders of Israel, that they might know who He was and that He had the 
authority to do these things.  But notice how the chief priests and scribes responded.  Did they 
bow down and acknowledge Him to be the Messiah?  Did they acknowledge Him as the King of 
Israel?  Did they admit that He had the authority to bring reformation to God’s worship?  Were 
they even pleased that He had thrown these wicked men out into the streets?  No.  When they 
saw the wonderful miracles Jesus had done, and heard even the children crying out in the 
Temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they became angry.  They hated Christ.  What He had 
done was a reproof to them, after all, it was they who let these men into the Temple in the first 
place because of their own greed.  They also knew that Jesus had the potential to take away their 
power and authority.  If He was the Son of David, the rightful heir to the throne, He could very 
easily remove them as well.  And so they rejected Him and pretended not to know who He was.  
Instead they pointed to the children who were crying out and said, “Do You hear what these are 
saying?”  Don’t you realize that they are blaspheming?  “Yes,” Jesus said, “I hear them.  But no, 
they are not blaspheming.  Have you never read, ‘Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babes 
You have prepared praise for Yourself” (v. 16)?  Surely they had.  This quote came right out of 
Psalm 8, the book they used every Sabbath day for worship.  These children were not 
blaspheming.  They were doing what the Lord said they would do so many years ago:  praising 
the Messiah, the Son of God.  It was only because the hearts of these priests and scribes were full 
of evil that they were not willing to acknowledge Him.   
 Unbelief will always have a rebellious response to the truth, whether it is in the church or 
without.  The Lord gave me a perfect example of this in an e-mail I received this past week.  A 
gentleman wrote to our web site about why he believed the Gospel of John was not authentic, 
and wanted to know why Christians accept it as true and not as some hoax meant to turn people 
away from Christ.  He sent a link to an article someone else had written called “Did Jesus Really 
Perform Those Miracles in the Bible, or Were They Hoaxes?”  After reading these so-called 
refutations, it was clear that the person who wrote it hardly understood what the words of John 
meant.  He did his best to try and disprove the miracles simply from what John wrote, and by 
imposing his own unbelief on the text.  Reading what he had to say, I could certainly understand 
what Jesus meant when He said that unbelievers are blind, and blind guide to the blind (Matt. 
15:14).   
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 Now what should we learn from this?  First of all, we must always beware that our hearts 
don’t become hard and unresponsive to the truth.  We must always be at work taking every 
thought captive that the devil, the world, or our flesh raises up against the knowledge of Christ.  
And we must pray that the Lord would continually soften our hearts by His Word and Spirit, so 
that we would believe the truth and not the lie.  Secondly, we must always beware when we 
listen to or read the thoughts of an unbeliever.  Remember that they are the enemies of God and 
children of the devil.  They are evangelists, not of the Gospel of Christ, but of the Gospel of the 
world.  If the father is a liar, how much more will the children be?   
 Lastly, Jesus knew what was in the hearts of all men (John 2:25), so He knew that these 
men hated Him enough to kill Him.  And since it wasn’t yet His time to die, “He left them and 
went out of the city to Bethany, and lodged there” (v. 17).  Wisdom dictates that we move away 
from danger, and not always stand in the face of it.  You children know -- what your parents are 
always trying to teach you --, stay away from those who might hurt you or get you into trouble.  
Jesus knew this, which is why He stayed somewhere else.  Now was not His time.  But when it 
came, He would willingly hand Himself over to men, that out of His love, He might die for us.  
This is what the Lord Supper reminds us of this morning:  the dying love of Christ for the 
salvation of our souls.  Let us prepare to come now to His table and to receive again what He 
died to give us.  Let us also look to Him again in the Supper to clean out our Temples and to 
renew in our souls a zeal for His glory.  Amen.   


