
“The Lord of History” 

(Mark 14:12-16) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  It was now the first day  

a.  Of the Feast of Unleavened Bread –  

(i)  The day the sacrificial lamb would be sacrificed  

(a)  And the Passover meal celebrated  

(b)  To remind the Jews –  

(c)  As the Lord had commanded –  

(d)  Of His redemption of His people out of Egypt  

 

(ii)  That ultimately pointed  

(a)  To His redemption of His people –  

(b)  Of you, if you’re trusting Jesus this morning  

(c)  From your sins that would have destroyed you  

(d)  Through Jesus Christ.   

 

b.  His disciples asked  

(i)  Where Jesus wanted them to prepare  

(ii)  For them to celebrate the Passover.   

 

2.  In response, He sent two of His disciples to Jerusalem  

a.  And told them that when they entered  

(i)  A man carrying a pitcher of water would meet them.   

(ii)  They were to follow him,  

(iii)  And to the owner of the house he entered  

(iv)  They were to say, “The Teacher says, ‘Where is My guest room in 

which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?’” (v. 12).   

(v)  At which the owner would show them  

(vi)  A large upper room already furnished and ready.   

(vii)  That is where they were to prepare it.   

 

b.  So the disciples went to Jerusalem  

(i)  And found everything just as Jesus said,  

(ii)  And they prepared the Passover.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Now we’re shortly going to consider  

a.  The Passover meal itself  

b.  And the institution of the Lord’s Supper.   

(i)  Actually, we’re already doing this  

(ii)  Through the series of devotions  
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(iii)  Greg is doing on the Supper.   

 

2.  What I’d like us to focus on this morning  

a.  Is how Jesus knew these things would happen as He said:   

(i)  How He knew the man would meet His disciples;  

(ii)  How He knew this man would lead them  

(a)  To a house with a room that was ready  

(b)  So that they could prepare for the Passover;  

 

(iii)  And how He knew the man  

(a)  Would be willing to let Jesus and His disciples  

(b)  Have the room for that purpose.   

 

(iv)  This wasn’t just foresight on Jesus’ part,  

(v)  This was His foreordaining.   

 

b.  So let’s consider two things:   

(i)  First, the fact that Jesus is the Lord of history.   

(ii)  Second, what this means for you personally.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that Jesus is the Lord of history.   

1.  In his letter to the Hebrews  

a.  The author  

(i)  Wanting to show that Jesus  

(ii)  Is better than everything  

(iii)  That came before Him in the Old Covenant,  

(iv)  Introduces Him in this way:  “God, after He spoke long ago to the 

fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last 

days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, 

through whom also He made the world.  And He is the radiance of His 

glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by 

the word of His power” (1:1-3).   

 

b.  The author wanted them to listen to Jesus,  

(i)  So he pointed out that though God formerly  

(a)  Spoke to the fathers through the prophets,  

(b)  He has spoken to them in these last days through His Son.   

 

(ii)  He is greater than the OT prophets.   

(a)  How much greater?   

(b)  As much greater as the Heir of all things  

(c)  Is greater than those who share in the inheritance.   

(d)  As much greater as the Creator is  

(e)  Than His creation.   
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(iii)  Jesus is God:   

(a)  The radiance of God’s glory,  

(b)  The exact representation of His nature,  

(c)  Who as God upholds all things by the word of His power.   

 

2.  Now to our point, let’s focus on this last statement:  He “upholds all things by 

the word of His power.”   

a.  The word “uphold” in the original language  

(i)  Means to bear or to carry.   

(ii)  He bears all things,  

(iii)  And carries them along by the Word of His power,  

 

b.  Which means at least two things:   

(i)  First, that Jesus, as God, keeps everything in existence.   

(a)  God is independent –  

(1)  He doesn’t depend on anything  

(2)  To keep Him in being.   

(3)  The full reason for His existence  

(4)  Is in Himself.   

 

(b)  But the same isn’t true of you:  you are dependent.   

(1)  The reason for your existence  

(2)  Is not in yourself.   

(3)  You are created –  

(4)  You depend on God for your existence –  

(5)  The same is true of everything else.   

 

(c)  Remember that next time  

(1)  You’re tempted to think  

(2)  You don’t need God.   

(3)  Without Him, you wouldn’t even exist;  

(4)  Without Him, you would vanish into nothingness.   

 

(ii)  But the fact that Jesus upholds the Creation –  

(a)  That He bears and carries it along –  

(1)  Means something else relevant  

(2)  To what we’re looking at this morning.   

 

(b)  He bears up the Creation  

(1)  And carries it along  

(2)  To its God-ordained end.   

 

(c)  In other words  

(1)  Jesus is the One  

(2)  Who moves all the events of history along  

(3)  According to God’s plan –  
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(4)  Absolutely everything without exception –  

(5)  Every event of nature,  

(6)  Every action of mankind.   

(7)  He can do this  

(8)  Because He is God, as well as man.   

 

c.  Now before you object  

(i)  By saying this makes us nothing more than robots  

(a)  Who have no choice as to what we do –  

(b)  That we’re forced to do good or evil,  

(c)  Or that we really had no real choice  

(d)  In choosing and trusting Jesus  

(e)  But that we were compelled to do so –  

 

(ii)  Realize that our Lord carries out His will/plan  

(a)  Through the free actions of men.   

(1)  He never forces anyone to do anything  

(2)  Contrary to what they really want to do.   

(3)  Everyone in this world  

(4)  Is free at every moment  

(5)  To choose whatever they want  

(6)  According to the choices set before them  

(7)  Without being forced by God.   

(8)  This is the essence of human freedom –  

(9)  The power to choose what we want.   

 

(b)  And yet in choosing what we want  

(1)  We are making the choices God planned we would  

(2)  And He is working both the good choices of His people,  

(3)  As well as their bad choices –  

(4)  And the evil choices of the unconverted –  

(5)  To His good ends.   

 

(c)  The Lord, in His infinite wisdom and power,  

(1)  Is able to use even the choices of evil men  

(2)  To accomplish His good purposes.   

 

(d)  But because He does His will through their free choices  

(1)  Everyone is still responsible for those choices,   

(2)  And so will be rewarded or punished  

(3)  For them in the end.   

 

d.  The point is Jesus is sovereign over history –  

(i)  He is in absolute control  

(a)  Of every event,  

(b)  Every decision,  
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(c)  Every action of everyone in the universe –  

(d)  Including angels and demons.   

(e)  This is just part of the authority He has  

(f)  As Ruler of all Creation.   

 

(ii)  With regard to the events unfolding in our passage,  

(a)  Jesus didn’t look forward in time  

(1)  To see that there would be a man  

(2)  With a house, with a furnished room,  

(3)  Who would be willing to allow  

(4)  His disciples to prepare the Passover,  

(5)  And that a man carrying a pitcher of water  

(6)  Would be there to lead them to that house and that owner.   

 

(b)  He actually made that happen,  

(1)  In the same way He made sure  

(2)  There would be a donkey available  

(3)  For His triumphal entry into Jerusalem  

(4)  And that those who owned it  

(5)  Would be willing to let the disciples take it.   

(6)  He is the Lord of History.   

 

(c)  He didn’t force any of these men  

(1)  To do anything against their will.   

(2)  They did what they did  

(3)  Because that’s what they wanted to do.   

(4)  But in doing these things  

(5)  They were doing exactly what Jesus planned  

(6)  So that He might spend this last evening  

(7)  Celebrating the Passover with His disciples.   

 

B.  Now let’s think of the implications of this for your life.   

1.  Nothing that happens is an accident –  

a.  Everything that you encounter,  

b.  Everything you do  

c.  Has been planned by God,  

d.  And is being directed by Jesus.   

e.  He is in complete control of everything.   

 

2.  Let’s make sure we understand what this means and what it doesn’t.   

a.  This doesn’t mean that when you’re tempted to sin,  

(i)  That it’s okay to sin  

(a)  Because the Lord sovereignly  

(b)  Planned that you would be tempted.   

 

(ii)  It’s never okay to sin.   
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(a)  The Lord always expects you  

(b)  To do the right thing  

(c)  In every situation you face.   

(d)  You are still responsible  

(e)  For everything you do.   

 

(iii)  But it does mean the Lord sovereignly  

(a)  Brought this temptation into your life  

(b)  To test you,  

(c)  To see if you would do the right thing,  

(d)  Even more to show you whether you would  

(e)  Because He already knows.   

 

(iv)  But even when you do sin, it reminds you  

(a)  That the Lord uses even your falls for good purposes:   

(b)  By making you more watchful over your heart  

(c)  As well as teaching you to be more careful  

(d)  To stay away from things that tempt you.   

(e)  This also teaches you how to help others  

(f)  Avoid the same things.   

 

b.  Again, this doesn’t mean that if you’re sick or suffering, the Lord is the One 

who afflicted you.   

(i)  Yes, it’s part of His plan.   

(ii)  But no, He didn’t make you sick.   

(a)  Sickness is the result of the Fall.   

(b)  It’s in this world,  

(c)  And because it is,  

(d)  You will get sick  

(e)  And you will suffer.   

 

(iii)  Yes, the Lord could have prevented it.   

(a)  Just as He could prevent every other bad thing.   

(b)  But He doesn’t,  

(1)  Because it’s part of His plan  

(2)  For your life to help you,  

(3)  And to bring glory to His name.   

 

(iv)  He allowed sin to enter the world  

(a)  Through the man He created, Adam.   

(b)  And He allows it to remain  

(c)  So that He might work good out of it  

(d)  To glorify His infinite wisdom.    

 

(v)  What good can the Lord bring out of sickness?  Several things.   

(a)  First, sickness reminds us of all the good  
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(1)  We usually receive from the Lord  

(2)  But take for granted.   

(3)  It can make us more thankful  

(4)  For the health we enjoy.   

 

(b)  Second, it can make us more careful  

(1)  To guard the health we have  

(2)  By being good stewards of our bodies.   

(3)  It can also help us do the same for others.   

(4)  In other words,  

(5)  The Lord can use it to teach us better  

(6)  How to keep the sixth commandment.   

 

(c)  Third, it teaches us how to draw comfort from the Lord, both for 

ourselves and for others.   

(1)  The Lord never leaves us without comfort  

(A)  When we’re going through difficult times.   

(B)  When we find that comfort  

(C)  And experience it ourselves  

(D)  Is helps us to be more thankful.   

 

(2)  It also teaches us  

(A)  How to comfort others  

(B)  Who are going through the same thing.   

 

(3)  We don’t always have to experience  

(A)  What others are going through  

(B)  To be able to comfort them.   

(C)  But it certainly helps us relate to them  

(D)  Much better if we have.   

 

c.  The same thing is true of any difficulty  

(i)  That the Lord has planned for our lives –  

(ii)  And there will be many:   

(a)  Financial hardships,  

(b)  Family tensions,  

(c)  Persecution,  

(d)  Problems at work,  

(e)  Broken relationships,  

(f)  Disappointments,  

(g)  And many more like these.   

 

(iii)  The Lord has given us the promise  

(a)  That He will be there with us,  

(b)  And work it together for our good,  

(c)  So that we in turn  
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(d)  Will be able to help others through the same difficulty.   

 

(iv)  Knowing that the Lord is in control  

(a)  Will help us to do  

(b)  What Paul commanded the Thessalonians:  “In everything give 

thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thes. 5:18).   

(c)  Does the Lord expect you to give thanks for everything:   

(1)  Should you thank Him if your liver or other vital organs fail,  

(2)  If you’re afflicted with chronic illness,  

(3)  If you lose your job and can’t find new employment,  

(4)  If you have to face severe temptations,  

(5)  If you suffer broken relationships,  

(6)  Or lose a loved one who didn’t trust the Lord?   

 

(d)  I don’t think so.   

(1)  These things are the result of the Fall and sin.   

(2)  The Lord doesn’t expect us  

(3)  To thank Him for these things.   

 

(e)  But because He sovereignly brings these things  

(1)  Into our lives to work them together for our good,  

(2)  He does expect us to thank Him in them –  

(3)  Knowing that it’s better for us  

(4)  That we go through these things than not –  

(5)  Even with regard to our temptations,  

(6)  And falls into sin.   

 

d.  The plan the Lord has for your life is tailor made just for you.   

(i)  So rather than thinking about  

(a)  How much you wish your life  

(b)  Was other than it is,  

(c)  You should thank Him  

(d)  That it is as it is:   

(e)  He is in control  

(f)  And is working what He is for your good.   

 

(ii)  But again,  

(a)  Don’t use the fact the Lord  

(b)  Will work it together for good 

(c)  As an excuse for sin  

(d)  Or for making foolish choices.   

(e)  We’re expressly forbidden from using it  

(f)  For that reason (Rom. 6:1-2).   

 

(iii)  Instead,  

(a)  Be thankful the Lord can use  



9 

(b)  All the difficulties you have to face  

(c)  And the sinful things you have done  

(d)  For your good and His glory.   

 

(iv)  Let’s also not forget  

(a)  His plan also includes  

(b)  A generous helping of blessings  

(c)  That don’t come through trials.   

(d)  Don’t forget to thank Him  

(e)  For those things as well.   

 

3.  Let me just close with this:   

a.  The Lord’s promise we’ve been talking about –  

(i)  That He will work everything together for your good –  

(ii)  Is only true of you if you are a believer.   

(a)  If you have trusted Him,  

(b)  And turned from your sins,  

(c)  And are following Him because you love Him,  

(d)  It applies to you.   

 

b.  If you haven’t, it doesn’t.   

(i)  The things He brings  

(ii)  Aren’t necessarily working for your good.   

 

c.  If you would take hold of this promise  

(i)  You must turn away from your sins  

(ii)  And trust in Jesus.   

(iii)  If you do, you’ll discover  

(a)  That the things He’s brought into your life to this point  

(b)  Were all to bring you to Himself –  

(c)  He will have turned them all for good.   

 

(iv)  The Lord calls you to Himself this morning.  

(a)  Listen to Him, come to Him,  

(b)  Receive His forgiveness,  

(c)  Receive His life,  

(d)  And this promise that all He does  

(e)  He does for your good.  Amen.   
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