
 

“The Lord Favors Those Who Fear Him” 
(Psalm 147:10-11) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  If there is one thing which is on the mind of a Christian more than anything else 
in the world, it is, “How can I please my Lord?  How can I bring pleasure to Him?  What is it 
that He wants me to do?  How can I best honor and glorify Him with the small amount of time 
and strength that I have?”  What higher goal could you possibly seek in this life than this?  
Christ said that the greatest commandment in the Law was that “YOU SHALL LOVE THE 
LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH” (Mark 12:30).  If there is 
one thing that none of us in this room would argue this morning, it is that when you love 
someone in this way, when you love someone fervently from the heart, the only thing that 
occupies your attention is, How can I bring pleasure to this one that I love so much?  What can I 
do to be a blessing to him or her?  How can I make this one happier than he or she now is?  If 
as Christians we are to love God with all that is within us, so that even those whom we hold most 
dear in the world are not even a close second, then how much more should we be asking these 
questions concerning Him?   
 With this in mind, you can understand why this particular passage of Scripture stood out 
to me as I was reading the Scriptures this week.  The psalmist writes concerning God, “He does 
not delight in the strength of the horse; He does not take pleasure in the legs of a man.  The 
LORD favors those who fear Him, those who wait for His lovingkindness” (Ps. 147:10-11).  
“He favors those who fear Him.”  When you read this, it should grab your attention.  Here is 
something that God says that He likes, something that He finds attractive.  We should first 
immediately want to know what it is that He is talking about.  And secondly, we should examine 
ourselves to see is this admirable quality is in us, and if it isn’t, begin to cultivate it immediately.  
This is we will want to look at this morning.  And what this passage tells us first is that,  
 
 God does not take pleasure in anything that we are by virtue of our birth into this 
world.   
 
And secondly, what it tells us is that,  
 
 God does take pleasure in those things which are the fruits of His grace.   
 
I.  Let Us Look, First of All, at What It Is that God Does Not Delight In.  He Does Not 

Delight in Those Things Which He Gives Us by Nature.   
A.  The Psalmist Writes, “He does not delight in the strength of the horse; He does not take 

pleasure in the legs of a man.”   
1.  Both of these are examples of raw natural strength.   

a.  The horse was an animal which the men of that culture and time heavily relied on to 
bring them the victory in battle because of its great strength.  A man was an 
especially formidable opponent when he had both a horse and chariot.   

b.  The psalmist wrote, “Some boast in chariots, and some in horses” (20:7).   
c.  Having a horse and chariot to fight with would be something like fighting someone 
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on foot while you were driving a truck or a jeep.  Both of you would have weapons 
to attack one another with.  But the one with the horse and chariot would have a 
decided edge, all other things being equal.   

d.  The Lord said to Job, “Do you give the horse his might?  Do you clothe his neck 
with a mane?  Do you make him leap like the locust?  His majestic snorting is 
terrible.  He paws in the valley, and rejoices in his strength; he goes out to meet the 
weapons.  He laughs at fear and is not dismayed; and he does not turn back from the 
sword.  The quiver rattles against him, the flashing spear and javelin.  With shaking 
and rage he races over the ground; and he does not stand still at the voice of the 
trumpet.  As often as the trumpet sounds he says, 'Aha!' And he scents the battle 
from afar, and thunder of the captains, and the war cry” (39:19-25).   

e.  Having a horse would be a definite advantage.   
f.  The same thing was true of a man’s natural strength.  The horse was mighty 

because of the strength which the Lord had given him.  Horses can run very fast; 
they are powerful animals.  A man who had strong legs had a similar advantage.   

g.  Some men were distinguished in Scripture for their speed and agility.   
h.  David, in the lamentation he made over Saul and Jonathan, wrote that they were, 

“beloved and pleasant in their life, and in their death they were not parted; they were 
swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions” (2 Sam. 1:23).   

i.  Asahel, the brother of Joab, was also a man distinguished for the strength of his legs.  
He was known as a man who could run down his opponents and defeat them.  
Samuel writes, “Now the three sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab and Abishai and 
Asahel; and Asahel was as swift-footed as one of the gazelles which is in the field” 
(2 Sam. 2:18).   

j.  Swiftness, however, was not all that was needed for victory, for although Asahel was 
able to overtake Abner when he ran from him, Abner was stronger and was able to 
kill Asahel, once he caught up with him.   

k.  Nevertheless, there is no doubt that to have strong legs was to have a greater 
advantage than not to have them.   

 
2.  These strengths, these attributes, are just some of the things which the Lord gives to 

His creatures as a part of His general goodness to all of His creation.   
a.  The psalmist writes, “The LORD is good to all, and His mercies are over all His 

works” (145:9).   
b.  There are many other things which He also gives to man which are good and which 

give to man certain advantages.   
c.  To some, He gives wealth, the power to make money.  Certainly there are 

advantages which a man has who has money.  There are many things he can do; 
there are many things he can support.   

d.  To others, He gives a great measure of intelligence; He makes them smarter.  
Certainly, it is those who are more intelligent who have made a greater impact in our 
world than those who are not.  Some of the greatest thinkers in the world have 
forever changed its direction through their writings, such as Plato and Aristotle, Karl 
Marx, Emanuel Kant, or David Hume.   

e.  To others, He gives brilliance in certain areas, such as Einstein in math and physics, 
or Leonardo DiVinci in art and science, or Beethoven and Handel in music.   
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f.  To some, He gives great physical beauty, to others abilities in government and 
justice, to still others wisdom in military strategy.   

g.  God is the One who makes one to differ from another.  He has given to you certain 
natural gifts which are different than spiritual gifts.  These gifts give you an edge in 
those areas over those who do not have them.   

 
B.  But the Point Here Is that God Does Not Take Pleasure in These Things.   

1.  “He does not delight in the strength of the horse; He does not take pleasure in the legs 
of a man.”   

2.  It is not that He dislikes them, or hates them in themselves.  To Him they are not 
important.   

3.  What is important to Him is how we use them.   
4.  What He does not want us, or any man, to do is to look to these things for our 

confidence.  I think that this is the main point here.   
a.  The psalmist writes, “The king is not saved by a mighty army; a warrior is not 

delivered by great strength.  A horse is a false hope for victory; nor does it deliver 
anyone by its great strength.  Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear 
Him, on those who hope for His lovingkindness, to deliver their soul from death, and 
to keep them alive in famine” (33:16-19).   

b.  Having these distinct advantages, we would be tempted to rely on them, or to give 
them the credit, or the glory, if you will, for giving us the victory.   

c.  But the Lord wants us to know that victory does not come from these things, but 
only from Him.  If the story of David and Goliath teaches us anything, it certainly 
teaches us that.  There was no mighty warrior in all the camp of Israel that was 
willing to fight the giant, but God delivered His people through a shepherd boy who 
trusted Him, armed only with a stone and a sling.   

d.  Natural advantages will not deliver by themselves.  What is needed is the blessing 
of God.   

 
II.  And This Brings Us to the Second Point, That Which God Does Delight In.  He 

Delights in Those Things Which Are the Fruits of His Grace.   
A.  Again, the Psalmist Writes, “The LORD favors those who fear Him, those who wait for 

His lovingkindness.”  For the One Who Will Look Beyond His Own Strength to God, 
There Is Blessing. 
1  If we truly fear the Lord, we will believe His Word, and His Word tells us that He will 

deliver those who fear Him.  The Lord said to Israel, “But the LORD your God you 
shall fear; and He will deliver you from the hand of all your enemies” (2 Kings 17:39).   

2.  The fear of the Lord will cause us to throw away all other hopes and to put our trust 
implicitly in the Lord, for that is what He commands us.   

3.  God has never favored the one who trusts in himself or in man.  The Lord said through 
Jeremiah the prophet, “Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his 
strength, and whose heart turns away from the LORD” (Jer. 17:5).   

4.  But He has always favored those who trust in Him.  The psalmist writes, “Those who 
trust in the LORD are as Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  As 
the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds His people from this time 
forth and forever” 125:1-2).  Again, the psalmist writes, “You who fear the LORD, 
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trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield” (115:11).   
5.  The fear of the Lord will cause us to cast away all of our hope in ourselves and in man, 

and cause us to trust in Him.  If we fear the Lord, we will fear invoking His 
displeasure.  We will turn from evil.  We will do what is right.  We will do what He 
commands.  We will wait for His covenant faithfulness to be revealed to us.   

 
B.  But These Things Are Nothing More than the Fruits of His Hands, the Fruits of His 

Grace, and that Is Why He Takes Pleasure in Them.   
1.  Anyone has the ability to trust in himself.  Everyone coming into the world by nature 

either trusts in himself or in someone else, but not in the Lord.   
2.  It is only through the grace of God that a man may fear Him with a godly fear which 

produces the fruits of a godly life.   
a.  A man who is still in his sins can fear God as a God of judgment and wrath.  He 

can know what God’s standard is.  He can know that he has failed to live up to it, 
and that he is under condemnation.   

b.  He can only, however, feel the terror of that fear by the working of the Holy Spirit, 
who is sent into the world to convict it of sin, righteousness and judgment (John 
16:8).   

c.  But he will never have a godly fear which produces holiness, which will cause him 
to wait on the covenant kindness of God.  This only comes from the grace of God.   

d.  An ungodly fear will only generate hatred towards God, because He is the righteous 
Judge who condemns him.  But a godly fear produces love, hope, trust and 
obedience.   

e.  These are the things which God takes pleasure in.  These are the things which 
Christ took pleasure in.  These are the things which will be in us, if we are being 
renewed into His image.  True holiness and Christ-likeness is being so delighted 
with the things of God as to seek to put them all on, and to put off everything which 
is contrary to His image.   

f.  When God sees anything of His moral and righteous image in His creatures, He 
takes pleasure in them.   

 
C.  This Passage Exhorts Us This Morning to Not Place Much Value on the Natural Gifts 

Which God Has Given to Us, but Rather to Cultivate Those Which He Has Given To Us 
by His Grace.   
1.  God does not take pleasure in your natural abilities and gifts any farther than you use 

them for His glory.   
a.  Some of you men who are here this morning are better looking, stronger, more 

athletically capable or intellectually able than others.  Some of you may have been 
throughout your lives.  Some of you boys here will be.   

b.  But this isn’t important to God.  He does not look at the outward appearance, but at 
the heart.   

c.  Remember what the Lord said to Samuel when he went to view Jesse’s sons to find 
the one whom the Lord would have him anoint.  In 1 Samuel 16:6-7, we read, “Then 
it came about when they entered, that he looked at Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the 
LORD'S anointed is before Him.’  But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at 
his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God 
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sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks 
at the heart.’” 

d.  Are you looking at your outward appearance?  The world believes that this is all 
that is important.  Young men work on their physiques and their athletic abilities.  
They try and make themselves as attractive as possible to the girls their own age.  
But there are few, very few who in those years cultivate a godly heart, seeking to 
please the Lord rather than man.  Are you an exception?   

e.  Some of you ladies who are here this morning are more beautiful, more intelligent, 
more gifted, and better homemakers and cooks than others.  Some of you young 
ladies will be.   

f.  But this isn’t important to God either.  Remember what was written of the virtuous 
woman in Proverbs 31, “Many daughters have done nobly, but you excel them all.  
Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD, she shall 
be praised” (vv. 29-30).  If you are a perfect 10 and have won the Miss America 
Pageant, it doesn’t matter to God.  The woman who fears Him shall be praised.   

g.  Are you focusing merely on the externals of beauty and neglecting that which alone 
finds favor in the eyes of the Lord?  Are you young ladies interested in attracting the 
men of this world, or God?  Very, very few will ever place God above the world.  
And yet this is what God exhorts you to.  Peter wrote, “And let not your adornment 
be merely external-- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on 
dresses; but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God” (1 Pet. 3:3-4).   

h.  God does not place much value on the externals:  He doesn’t care about your 
physical beauty, your physique, your intelligence, your athletic ability.   

i.  God is more concerned about your heart:  whether or not you fear Him, whether or 
not you are trusting in Him for your needs and to win your battles, whether or not 
you are hoping for His covenant lovingkindness, whether or not you are doing all 
that you do for His glory and not your own.   

 
2.  The same is true of our religious service for Him.   

a.  There are things which we do because we really love the Lord and have an eye to 
His glory and honor.   

b.  But there are things which we may do which are motivated purely by self-interest, 
while we convince ourselves that we do them for the honor of God.   

c.  Are we focusing more on the externals in religion than the heart?  God tells us that 
we must fear Him.  We must fear doing anything that is contrary to His Word.  We 
must do what He tells us without fearing man.  We must do what we do out of a 
love for Him and not for ourselves.  This is what finds pleasure in His eyes.   

d.  Even the greatest exploits that we do will amount to nothing in His eyes if it is not 
done out of the right motive.  Paul writes, “If I speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  
And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  And 
if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be burned, 
but do not have love, it profits me nothing” (1 Cor. 13:1-3).   

e.  “He does not delight in the strength of the horse; He does not take pleasure in the 
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legs of the man.  The Lord favors those who fear Him, those who wait for His 
covenant lovingkindness.”   

f.  Is your life completely wrapped up in those unimportant externals?  Are you living 
your life and doing the things that you do for your own interests and not for God’s?  
If so, then you need to lay down your life now.  You must fear the Lord and turn to 
Him to receive His covenant mercies.  You must trust in Christ and turn from your 
sins.  If you do, you will learn the true meaning of the fear of the Lord, which fear 
produces a holy life.   

g.  Have you found that as a believer you have placed far too much weight on these 
externals, so as to neglect the things which are far more important to God?  Then 
put these things off, and put them to death.  Consecrate yourself to the Lord’s 
service.  Determine by His grace that you will be His man, His woman, His child.  
Cultivate the fear the Lord in your life, by His grace you can.  And when you do, 
you will be able to better hope in His covenant lovingkindness and mercy for your 
personal strengthening in Christ.  May the Lord grant us all the grace to do so.  
Amen.  


