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The Lion of Judah
Purpose: To see Jesus as the Lion of Judah; what should it mean for us?

1 Introduction
Last time, “The Lamb of God”
Spotless, Submissive, Substitutionary, Saving Sacrifice!
Safe?
“The Lion of Judah”

Revelation 5:5 — and one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping; 
behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.”

Many Scriptures tell us how lions were viewed in Bible times:
• Lions are Strong

Judges 14:18 — … “What is sweeter than honey? And what is 
stronger than a lion?” … 

An achievement in Scripture to kill a lion
• Lions are Courageous

2 Samuel 17:10 — “And even the one who is valiant, whose heart is 
like the heart of a lion, will completely lose heart; ... 

Richard I the Lion-heart – Coeur de Lion – great warrior-king
• Lions are Fearless

Isaiah 31:4 — For thus says the Lord to me, “As the lion or the young 
lion growls over his prey, against which a band of shepherds is called 
out, and he will not be terrified at their voice nor disturbed at their 
noise, so will the Lord of hosts come down to wage war on Mount 
Zion and on its hill.” 

• Lions are Wrathful and Terrifying
Proverbs 19:12 — The king’s wrath is like the roaring of a lion, But 
his favor is like dew on the grass. 

Theybwield absolute power - life and death in their hands

Given these characteristics, kings are often likened to lions in Scripture

JesusJesus is the Lion from the tribe of Judah
So this name underlines for us that Jesus is the King
He is strong, courageous, fearless, wrathful, terrifying in some ways
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Rev 5:5 says He is in the royal line of Judah, descending from David

From this name, we will see three things:
• Jesus is the Vouchsafed King (Promised)
• Jesus is the Victorious King
• Jesus is the Vengeful King

2 Jesus is the Vouchsafed King
Rev 5:5 refers back to the prophecy of Jacob in Gen 49:

Genesis 49:9–10 — “Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my 
son, you have gone up. He couches, he lies down as a lion, and as 
a lion, who dares rouse him up? 10 The scepter shall not depart 
from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh 
comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 

Note references to royalty again – scepter, ruler’s staff
There will be line of kings in Judah (scepter shall not depart)
Includes David but also Him to Whom the scepter belongs - Christ
Insignia of royalty are His, and the peoples obey Him
This is the One we see in Revelation 5:5! The Lion of the tribe of Judah!
The One promised by God in Jacob’s prophecy so many years before
He came, He rules over all

God’s Word and His promises are certain - "Business Prayers"
Jesus is King forever

3 Jesus is the Victorious King 
Return to Rev 5
John is caught up to heaven in the Spirit (Rev 4) – glory!
Jesus is identified as the King Jacob foresaw
But there is a problem

Revelation 5:1–4 — I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the 
throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven 
seals. 2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 
“Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?” 3 And no 
one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open 
the book or to look into it. 4 Then I began to weep greatly because 
no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it; 

No one worthy to open the seals – execute judgments on God’s enemies
Are they going to get away with it? 
No – there is One worthy to carry forward God’s purposes 
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There is one Who can mete out justice to the enemies of God
Who?  The Lion of Judah!

Revelation 5:5 and one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping; 
behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.” 

Look! The lion! (cf behold the Lamb)
He has come! The one Jacob foretold
He is of Judah, descendant of David
And He has overcome so as to open the book and its seals!
But how?  He didn’t seem much like a lion when He was here
“Gentle Jesus, meek and mild”
Where was this overcoming done which made Him worthy?
John tells us:

Revelation 5:6–7 — And I saw between the throne (with the four 
living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having 
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent 
out into all the earth. 7 And He came and took the book out of the 
right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 

Behold the Lion! And I looked and saw a Lamb as if slain
Jesus overcame as the Lamb of God on the cross! 
He had to be the Lamb so He could become the Lion
He disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities of darkness:

Colossians 2:14–15 — having canceled out the certificate of debt 
consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has 
taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 When He 
had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of 
them, having triumphed over them through Him. 

How does this work?
Satan deceived and tricked Adam and Eve
“You will not die”
But the wages of their sin was death
And they had given themselves over as slaves to sin
The pinnacle of God’s creation, man made in God’s image
Satan now had them as his children
Slaves to sin, bound for death and destruction
God cares about His name; yet here is His very image in ruin and sin
And so Jesus came in our likeness to crush the serpent’s head

• He lived a perfect life on our behalf
• He died the death our sins had earned for us

And thus He broke the chains of our captivity
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Satan has no hold on us now 
As far as God is concerned, we have kept the Law in Christ
No sins accounted to us because Christ paid the penalty for them
We no longer deserve to die but to live thanks to Jesus!
Jesus bound the strong man, plundered him, set the captives free.
He is restoring God’s honor – His image in us
Having triumphed over Satan and his hosts at the cross
Having risen from the dead and shown that death is defeated
He ascended to God’s right hand, crowned and given highest name
He now reigns, subduing the enemies of God, unleashing judgment

1 Corinthians 15:25 — For He must reign until He has put all His 
enemies under His feet.

Look at Him! 
The Lamb Who was slain to be Savior
And to become the Lion who reigns as King and Judge
He goes to the cross and is rewarded with a crown
He is worthy to carry forward God’s purposes 
To pour out wrath, retribution on all the enemies of God

Christ, your King, is Victorious!
You have been set free from bondage to sin and to Satan
You who were dead in sins have been made alive in Christ
What a stoop for the Son of God!
The purposes of God are being carried out – no one can prevent it
Blessing in spiritual warfare!

4 Jesus is the Vengeful King
So is this Jesus safe?
Is a lion safe?
Is the One found worthy to execute judgment on God’s enemies safe?
Scripture contains some terrifying images of the wrath of the Lion

Isaiah 63:1–6 —  Who is this who comes from Edom, With garments 
of glowing colors from Bozrah, This One who is majestic in His 
apparel, marching in the greatness of His strength? “It is I who speak 
in righteousness, mighty to save.” 2 Why is Your apparel red, and 
Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press? 3 “I have 
trodden the wine trough alone, and from the peoples there was no 
man with Me. I also trod them in My anger and trampled them in 
My wrath; and their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, and I 
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stained all My raiment. 4 “For the day of vengeance was in My heart, 
and My year of redemption has come. 5 “I looked, and there was no 
one to help, and I was astonished and there was no one to uphold; 
so My own arm brought salvation to Me, and My wrath upheld Me. 
6 “I trod down the peoples in My anger and made them drunk in My 
wrath, and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.”

The imagery is confirmed in Revelation
Revelation 19:11–16 — And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a 
white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame 
of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name 
written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed 
with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of 
God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 From His 
mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the 
nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the 
wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His 
robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS.” 

His appearance is unbearable to His enemies (Lamb/Lion)
Revelation 6:15–17 —  Then the kings of the earth and the great 
men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every 
slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks 
of the mountains; 16 and they said to the mountains and to the 
rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the great day of 
their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”

Imagine His roar!
His wrath is terrifying

Psalm 2:4–6 — He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at 
them. 5 Then He will speak to them in His anger And terrify them in 
His fury, saying, 6 “But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, 
My holy mountain.” 

Will you be able to stand?
The only way is to fall on the stone the builders rejected, 
Because if He falls on you, you will be crushed
In a never-ending death, your blood will flow from the winepress
This is also a promise from God that will happen!
This Jesus is not safe – what will you do?
Keep Him in a cage? What kind of cage will you use for the Creator?
Lion-tamer? Not this lion - King of Kings and Lord of Lords!

Psalm 2:10–12 — Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; take 
warning, O judges of the earth. 11 Worship the Lord with reverence 
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and rejoice with trembling. 12 Do homage to the Son, that He not 
become angry, and you perish in the way, For His wrath may soon 
be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him! 

The only sensible thing is to fall on Him and ask for mercy!

5 Conclusions
Jesus is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah
King of Kings, Lord of Lords. 
Strong, Courageous, Fearless, Wrathful and terrifying
Absolute power is His
Believer, behold your King!  Worship and adore Him
Unbeliever
Don’t live with your head in the sand, As though this isn’t true
Incredibly foolish
Don't believe the voices that keep you from falling on Him for mercy!
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