
“The Last Days” 
(Acts 2:14-21)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered the coming of Pentecost:   
a.  The disciples were still gathered and waiting for the fulfillment of the promise.   
b.  Suddenly, the Spirit came in a way that His presence was unmistakable:   

(i)  He didn’t leave the disciples to wonder whether what they had experienced was 
His coming.   

(ii)  A noise like that of a violent, rushing wind came from heaven and filled the 
house.   

(iii)  Small fires broke out in the form of tongues and they rested on each one of 
them.   

(iv)  They were all filled with the Spirit:  with a renewed love and zeal to serve the 
Lord.   

(v)  And they all began speaking in languages they hadn’t learned.   
(vi)  The Spirit had come – there was no doubt.   
 

2.  But we also considered the effects of the Spirit’s coming on those outside the number of 
the disciples.   
a.  There were Jews staying in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost.   

(i)  They had come from every region of the Roman Empire.   
(ii)  Remember, it was one of three required feasts.   
(iii)  All the males were to be present; certainly those who obeyed this command 

would on this occasion receive a tremendous privilege.   
 

b.  They heard the sound of the wind.  They heard these men speaking in their tongue, 
knowing that as Galileans, they would never have been taught these languages.   

c.  There was a mixed reaction:   
(i)  Some made fun of them:  saying they were drunk.   
(ii)  But others were questioning:  “What does this mean?”   
 

d.  But in both cases, it had God’s desired affect.   
(i)  He had their attention.   
(ii)  This opened the door for what we will see this evening.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Why did God perform signs and wonders?   
a.  It was to glorify His name; but also that He might communicate something, 

something He wanted His hearers to get, something they would know came from 
Him.   
(i)  They might not all believe that it did:  as some here were mocking.   
(ii)  But they would all be inexcusable for their unbelief.   
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b.  What did He want them to hear?  The Gospel.   
(i)  At this point, Peter stands up with the eleven and is used by the Spirit to preach a 

very effective sermon – effective because it is empowered by the Spirit, designed 
to bring the elect of Israel to Himself.   

(ii)  Peter begins with a defense of the disciples’ moral character, including a 
Scriptural defense of what was actually happening.   

(iii)  He will go on to tie this event to the work of Christ in the plan of God and then 
call them to repent and receive what God had promised.   

(iv)  But the most important thing we’ll see this evening is how the outpouring of the 
Spirit, according to the prophet Joel, was the signal of the beginning of a very 
important period of time in Israel’s history:  the last days.   

 
2.  This evening, we’ll look at two things:   

a.  Briefly, at Peter’s defense of the disciples’ moral conduct.   
b.  And secondly, that Peter confirms that this event signals the beginning of the last 

days.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, and briefly, Peter’s defense of the disciples’ moral conduct.   

1.  Unbelief, as we saw this morning, will always try to discredit the work of God.   
a.  Unbelief looks at the Protestant Reformation and sees it merely as a reaction of the 

people against the moral corruption of the Roman Church, or as Luther’s revenge for 
their not listening to his criticisms against indulgences.   

b.  Unbelief looks at the Great Awakening and seeks to find natural, social and  
economic reasons for the effects of the preaching of Whitefield, Edwards, and others.   

c.  Here it looks at the miraculous outpouring of the Spirit, even at this fulfillment of 
prophecy through their speaking in other languages, and they react just as He said 
they would:  They would not listen.   

 
2.  But this doesn’t stop Peter from replying to their charge:   

a.  Charges of this nature could cast aspersion on the disciples and on the Gospel and 
discredit what they were doing.   

b.  And so Peter begins by refuting the charge:  “But Peter, taking his stand with the 
eleven, raised his voice and declared to them:  ‘Men of Judea and all you who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words.  For these men are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day’” (vv. 14-15).   

c.  Thankfully, by the grace of God, the disciples were not given to drunkenness.   
d.  It’s easy to see how being careless, even in areas of Christian Liberty, could turn out 

to give the devil an advantage.   
e.  This is where Peter’s defense begins – by clearing away the lies of the enemy – but 

this isn’t where it ends.   
 

B.  If these men are not full of sweet wine, then what is going on here?  Peter now points to 
the Scriptures for his answer:  In answer to their previous question, “What does this 
mean?” he tells them that the Last Days have begun.   
1.  There has been a great deal of discussion over the meaning of the last days in Scripture.   
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a.  Some understand it absolutely, to refer to the last days of human history before the 
Second Coming of Christ.   

b.  Many in Dispensational circles, see it as referring to the last days before Christ 
raptures His church, beginning with the rebirth of Israel as a nation.   

c.  Many Pentecostals and Charismatics see these days also as the last days before 
Christ’s coming, but beginning with a revival of the charismatic gifts – such as 
tongues and prophecy – a revival they believed took place in 1906, on Azusa Street 
in Los Angeles.   

 
2.  But when does Peter say the last days began?   

a.  Notice his answer is very clear:  He tells us they started with the outpouring of the 
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.   
(i)  He says, “But this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel” (v. 16).   
(ii)  “This” refers to what was happening then, on that day.   
(iii)  He wasn’t speaking about the distant future, some 1900 year away.   
(iv)  He was commenting on what they were experiencing then.   
 

b.  What was happening then signaled the beginning of the last days:   
(i)  He quotes Joel, “‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘that I will pour 

forth of my spirit on all mankind’” (v. 17).   
(ii) What they would yet experience was a further sign:  The results would be that 

those who believed (His ‘bondslaves’, from all mankind, both Jews and Gentiles) 
would prophesy, see visions, and dream dreams:  not each and every one, but as 
the Spirit willed, giving to each the gift that is pleasing to Him (vv. 17-18; Cf. 1 
Cor. 12).   

(iii)  The last days were the days in which Peter lived.   
(iv)  To strengthen this argument, John, in his first letter, goes as far as to says that 

they were actually living in the last hour:  “Children, it is the last hour; and just as 
you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; 
from this we know that it is the last hour” (2:18).   

(v)  The last days were not in the distant future; the last days were happening then.   
 

3.  But the question is, The last days/the last hour before what?   
a.  Not before the Second Coming of Christ, as many believe today.   

(i)  If that were the case, then the last days have already stretched for almost 2000 
years.   

(ii)  The many references in Scripture to these days and the command to the disciples 
to be ready and watching for their conclusion, should lead us to believe it was an 
event that was much nearer than today.   

 
b.  These last days actually refer to the last days of Israel’s possession of the kingdom, 

the time between the outpouring of the Spirit and before the destruction of the 
Temple and Jerusalem in AD 70; to a time frame that was near, that would be in the 
lifetime of many who heard Jesus’ predictions of judgment and Peter’s sermon.   
(i)  Remember, the book of Acts covers the time frame between the completion of 

the work of Christ and the final setting aside of the Temple and Jerusalem in AD 
70.   
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(a)  It was a period of overlap, as the Lord gathered His elect from among the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.   

(b)  The OT system had been abrogated, but it was still functioning (Cr. 
Hebrews).   

(c)  The Lord didn’t tear it away from them all at once – it had been their system 
of worship for over 1450 years – He was allowing time for His people to see 
His truth and be brought savingly to Him.   

 
(ii)  Before the end would come, before God would pour out His wrath on His people 

for rejecting their Messiah, He would pour out of His Spirit, empower His 
disciples, and send them to preach the Gospel to the Jews.   
(a)  This is what the feast of Pentecost was all about:  it was a picture of the first 

fruits of the spiritual harvest the Lord Jesus was bringing through the Gospel.   
(b)  The gift of tongues was to be a sign to them – as Jews – of God’s working 

among them.   
(c)  These first-fruits would be primarily from among His Old Covenant people, 

as we’ll see in response to Peter’s sermon.   
(d)  But it would also be from the Gentiles, as the Jews reject their Messiah and 

the Lord turns to all the nations.   
(e)  It was a powerful time of revival, which is why so many were converted.   
(f)  Joel predicts, “And it shall be, that everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved” (v. 21).   
 

(iii)  But then, at the end of this time frame, the Lord would come in judgment, 
overturn that nation, take the kingdom from it, and give it to a nation that would 
produce its fruits.   
(a)  That is what the rest of the quote from Joel is referring to.   
(b)  After this great revival among Israel, judgment was following:  “And I will 

grant wonders in the sky above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, 
and vapor of smoke.  The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into 
blood, before the great and glorious Day of the Lord shall come.  And it shall 
be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (vv. 19-21).   

(c)  Do you recognize this language?  It’s the same used in Matthew 24.  Jesus 
said, “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the 
sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  And then the sign of the 
Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with 
power and great glory” (vv. 29-30).   

(d)  The context of this last statement is His prediction of judgment in AD 70.   
(e)  The language He used was not to be taken literally, but referred to the 

overthrow of political powers as stars falling from heaven.   
(f)  The same language was used in the overthrow of Babylon, “The oracle 

concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw. . . .  Behold, the day of 
the LORD is coming, cruel, with fury and burning anger, to make the land a 
desolation; and He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of heaven 



5 

and their constellations will not flash forth their light; the sun will be dark 
when it rises and the moon will not shed its light” (Isaiah 13:1, 9-10).   

(g)  When Babylon was overthrown, the stars did not literally fall from heaven.   
(h)  These last days were the last days before the coming of the Day of the Lord, 

in which He would bring “the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth” on 
that generation of Jews (Matt. 23:35-36) and would overthrow their nation.   

(i)  And that’s exactly what happened.   
 

(iv)  Again, another conclusion we can draw from this is:  When the last days were 
over, so was the use of these gifts the Spirit gave for that purpose.   
(a)  Paul told us in 1 Corinthians 13:8 that the gifts of prophecy, tongues and 

knowledge would one day cease.   
(b)  They would cease when the perfect came:  which we understand in a two-fold 

sense to be the perfect revelation of His will in Scripture and the perfection of 
heaven.   

(c)  It’s interesting that it’s during this forty year time frame – the last days – that 
Scripture is also being written.   

(d)  And it’s interesting that the canon of Scripture closes before the coming of 
AD 70 – all the NT books were written before then.   

(e)  In other words, there is an overlap here of the sign gifts for Israel, which also 
serve as the signs verifying Scripture, and the writing of Scripture, and there is 
an overlap of the ceasing of the gifts with the closing of Scripture and the 
completion of the evangelization of Israel.   

(f)  Here is another argument for the cessation of the charismatic gifts:  the 
completion of their use because of the coming of the Day of the Lord against 
Israel.   

 
4.  In closing, let me just draw one further point and application.   

a.  Though that Day of the Lord has already come against Israel, that doesn’t mean there 
isn’t another ahead.   

b.  There is a Day of the Lord coming for all mankind:  when the Lord Jesus returns 
from heaven, raises the dead and calls all to account.   

c.  But now is still the day of salvation for all who call upon the Lord.   
d.  How long will it be before He comes again?  Are we living in the last days before 

that event?   
(i)  Probably not.   
(ii)  There’s still a good portion of the world to be evangelized.   
(iii)  But we should still be ready.   

 
e.  We do know that after He comes, or after we die, we will have no more time to 

repent and believe.  We will also have no more time in which to do His work.   
f.  And so let’s make sure that we are ready for that day, and let’s do what we can to 

help others prepare for it as well.  Amen.   


