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 Reference: MARK 2:1-12 
 Church: GRACE Date: 08/17/2008 

The Lame Will Leap Like a Deer 
Purpose: To urge lame sinners to come to Christ and receive spiritual healing 

1.  Introduction 
We have been looking at the fulfillment of Isaiah 35 (our reading) 
The miracles that Christ did that demonstrated He is Messiah 
He pointed to these miracles Himself when John doubted Him 
They authenticated His claims to be God in human flesh 
To be the Savior from sin that God had promised down the ages 
 
We have also seen these conditions that Christ healed are pictures 
They are visible illustrations of an invisible problem – sin  
Blindness of Bartimaeus a picture of the spiritual blindness of sin 
Deafness of the deaf mute a picture of spiritual deafness of sin 
Saw that sin is far more serious than the physical picture of it  
 
These events teach us about sin and they teach us about Jesus 
They show us His compassion, His power 
They show us that He is Who He claimed to be – God the Son 
The only Hope for fallen man 
The only escape from the justice of God that we deserve  
The only way out of the fires of Hell 
 
So this is important this morning –  
the next few minutes could change your life forever 
I want your full attention as we look at this account together 
As Jesus heals a paralyzed man.  
Read Mark 2:1-12 
We will see: 
 

• The Pitiful Paralytic 
• The Faithful Friends 
• The Compassionate Christ 
• The Critical Clerics 

2. The Pitiful Paralytic 
Let’s think about this man for a few moments 
We meet him as he is being carried to the house where Jesus is 
Try to picture him, lying there on his bed 
Completely dependent on others for everything 
His muscles are probably withered and useless 
He cannot move himself anywhere – do any activities 
If he isn’t taken places, he will go nowhere 
He cannot do any useful work 
If he isn’t fed, he’ll starve 
If he isn’t cleaned, he’ll become filthy 
He may not be able to talk to anyone 
(Some forms of paralysis make speech difficult) 
As a cripple, he can’t worship in the temple - excluded 
 
We are born into this world as sinners because of Adam 
What does paralysis teach us about our invisible sin problem? 
We enter the world with spiritual paralysis 
We are helpless, just like this man 
But our condition is far worse than his: 
He wanted to do things but couldn’t through paralysis  
We have no desire to do the spiritual things our paralysis prevents 
We cannot do spiritual activities but we do not want to 
 -Our spiritual muscles are non-existant – we never had any 
 -We cannot do anything that has any spiritual value 
 -Like loving God and obeying His commands 
 -But we do not want to – those things are offensive to us 
 -Idea of holiness, giving up our sins - horrendous 
We cannot eat spiritual food but don’t want to be fed with it  
 -Like Israelites and manna – miserable food! Repulsive 
We  are not clean but don’t want to be cleaned  
 -We lie around in the filth of our sin - actually like it that way 
 -A pig that has been washed returns to wallowing in the mud 
We cannot talk to God but we have no desire to  
 -Cannot cry out to God for help but we do not want help anyway 
We cannot be admitted to heaven – we are excluded  
 -But we have no proper desire to be there  
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Worst of all, we do not realize there is anything wrong with us 
We do not think we need any help 
In fact, we think we are basically pretty good people 
And we reject all spiritual help – we do not want it 
It’s Christians who need the crutch to get through life! 
 
But unless we get help, we will die in our sins 
We will die with God our enemy due to our sin 
We will die owing an infinite debt to His justice 
And that debt will be paid eternally in Hell 
So in God’s eyes, if you are not a Christian 
Your spiritual state is worse than the paralytic’s physical state.  

3. The Faithful Friends 
Look at the friends this man had! 
They believed Christ could make a difference 
Carried this paralytic to Him 
But then there is a problem – the house is crowded 
They cannot get to Jesus.  What will they do?  Give up? 
“Let’s come back later when the crowd has dispersed” 
No. The paralytic’s need was desperate.  He needed help now! 
So they came up with an unusual plan  
Went to extraordinary lengths to get this man to Jesus 
Opened a hole in the roof over Him – “unroofed the roof” 
Lowered the paralytic through 
They had amazing faith that Jesus could help 
And they would not be deterred by obstacles 
 
Do you have friends who are seeking to bring you to Jesus? 
They understand your paralysis better than you do 
They know from personal experience that only He can help 
And they are showing tremendous determination 
Every time it looks like an obstacle will prevent them 
They just keep bouncing back.  Nothing stops them. 
It can be pretty irritating – you don’t want or need their help! 
I had a friend like that at college 
Came again and again to take me to Church, CU 

Ultimately, I could put no more obstacles in the way  
That was the night I became a Christian. 
You should be really glad to have friends like this! 
Because they know your spiritual danger better than you 
And they care enough to bring you to the only One Who can heal 
The One Who can save you from Hell 
 
Believers, here is an encouragement to you, too 
When you are seeking to bring friends to Jesus 
Don’t give up when there is an obstacle thrown in your way 
Keep praying, keep persevering! 
Sometimes you may even need to do something bold (roof?)! 
The Lord may use your determination to save! 

4. The Compassionate Christ 
Here is Christ, returned after an absence to Capernaum 
He is at home and suddenly the place is thronged 
The first to come in are the clerics  
Pharisees, Teachers of the Law - Galilee, Judea, Jerusalem (Luke) 
All coming to investigate this man and his teaching 
They get front row seats 
But the place is soon full to bursting – doorways are blocked 
And Luke tells us that the power of the Lord was present 
So Jesus could heal.   
But He was also speaking the Word to them 
The Greek word implies an informal, conversational “chat” 
So note already the amazing grace of Christ 
Just returned from a journey, home is opened to a multitude 
He is probably tired but He begins to heal and to teach 
He always had time for needy people 
His heart always went out to them 
 
Suddenly, though, the scene changes 
There is a scrabbling noise overhead 
Then some dust begins to fall 
Some light begins to appear through a hole 
Soon the hole is large enough to see 4 people peering in 
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And then a man is lowered in through the hole 
Right in the middle of Jesus’ healing 
Right in the middle of His teaching 
Can you imagine the scene?   
Suppose someone took a chain saw to our roof right now 
Lowered someone through it in the middle of the sermon 
How would we react to that?  How does Jesus react? 
“Vandals!  Why didn’t you wait outside?” 
“You’ll pay for the repairs!” 
No.  He sees the faith that led the men to take this action 
He looks down at this poor paralytic 
He sees that he, too, has faith 
He is touched by the man’s condition and He speaks 
But note what He says: “Child, your sins are forgiven” 
Literally “Dismissed are your sins!”.  Emphatic 
The debt is fully discharged 
He sees the greatest need of the man – 1st priority 
Not his physical paralysis but his sin 
It is sin in general that has caused all sicknesses 
Sometimes specific sins result in illness 
Not sure of the case with this man 
But Jesus follows up and commands Him  
“Rise, pick up your mat and walk home” 
And in that instant, the man’s withered muscles are restored 
The forgotten skill of walking is regained 
He stands, picks up the mat and walks out. 
 
Jesus is not too busy for you, friend – compassionate as ever 
Don’t you want to hear those words from Jesus too? 
“Dismissed are your sins!” 
Rise up from your spiritual paralysis! 
You can – you have to do just what this man did 
Put all your trust in Jesus to forgive you 
He has done all that is necessary for full salvation 
His perfect life and His death on the cross have opened the way 
You cannot save yourself , just as this man couldn’t heal himself 
But Jesus can do it if you will come to Him 

5. The Critical Clerics 
Let’s not forget the men in the ringside seats 
They hear Jesus dismiss the man’s sins 
They begin to think “this man is claiming to be God!” 
It is God’s prerogative to forgive, dismiss sins in that way 
And they were right 
So Jesus responds to them in a remarkable way 
He rebukes the wickedness of their inward, unexpressed thoughts 
Which He lets them know He can perceive (Divine nature) 
He asks which is easier to say to the man 
“Your sins are forgiven”, or “Rise up and walk” 
Both require the power of God to perform,  
So are equally difficult 
Jesus makes this man and his condition a sign to the Scribes 
Doing the miracle before their eyes that requires God’s power 
If He heals the physical paralysis of the man with God’s power 
He can also do the invisible thing that this is a sign of  
Healing the far worse condition of his spiritual paralysis 
Dealing with the sins that were the root cause of his problem 
And if Jesus can do what is the prerogative of God alone 
Then He is not blaspheming when He dismisses sin, He is God! 
He even uses the name “Son of Man” to describe Himself 
A claim to be the Messiah, Son of God 
And He performs a sign that validates that claim and fulfils Isa 35 
The crowd was ecstatic – beside themselves 
But these blind clerics go off in a proud huff, their hearts harden 
They will have nothing to do with this Jesus 
Do not be like them! 

6. Conclusions 
Realize your condition this morning 
You are spiritually paralyzed without Christ 
And the sin that causes this paralysis will take you to Hell 
You cannot heal yourself 
What did paralytic contribute to his physical healing? 
Only Jesus (Who is God the Son) can do it –  
He will do it now if you will trust Him  


