
“The Knowledgeable Christian” 

(Colossians 1:9-10) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We just concluded looking at how we are to walk with God.   

2.  One of the things we don’t want to miss is that we must be godly.  What does 

that mean?   

a.  The Bible is helpful here:  it tells us all the characteristics of godliness.   

b.  It tells us both that these things will be in our lives and at the same time that 

we should be growing in them.   

c.  There is in salvation the indicative – this is what we are in Christ 

positionally, this is what we will one day be, this is what He is forming in us – 

and the imperative – therefore we are to put on these things.   

d.  In short, we are to become more like our Savior.   

(i)  His life was exceptionally pleasing to God.   

(ii)  If we are to honor Him, our lives must be as well.   

(iii)  As we begin the New Year, let’s set our hearts on this goal.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, let’s begin with one of these characteristics – the knowledge we 

have as Christians, to see how what it is and how it’s different from the 

knowledge the world has of Christ.   

a.  All the world has is head knowledge.   

(i)  They can study the Bible – many have devoted their lives to it.   

(ii)  They know things, but not as they should (1 Cor. 8:2).   

(a)  They learn things, but can’t see their spiritual value and beauty.   

(b)  They know what sin is, but can’t see the sin in their own hearts.   

(c)  They know the Bible says that Christ is precious – He is the pearl of 

great price – but His true worth is hidden from them.   

(d)  Their knowledge is all in their heads, not in their hearts.   

 

b.  But you’re different:  If you’re a true believer, you have something more than 

head knowledge.   

(i)  The Bible calls you “wise” as opposed to foolish (Matt. 25:4; Ten 

Virgins).   

(ii)  You have an anointing that teaches you all things (1 John 2:27).   

(a)  You don’t just know that God is in Christ; you can see the glory of 

God in Christ and you desire Him.   

(b)  You not only know about the sin of your hearts, you see it and hate it.   

(c)  You don’t just know what the Word says, you actually follow it.   
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(iii)  The world only sees things as they are outwardly through sinful minds; 

but the knowledge you have is spiritual – your eyes have been opened to 

see the spiritual glory and beauty of this truth.   

(iv)  Realizing this will both help us to see God’s grace in our own hearts, 

and give us something to aim at in our growth into Christ’s likeness.   

 

2.  Let’s consider seven ways that our knowledge is different:   

a.  First, our knowledge is a conviction grounded in Scripture.   

b.  Second, we can see the true value of this knowledge.   

c.  Third, our knowledge is life-giving.   

d.  Fourth, we apply what we know.   

e.  Fifth, our knowledge is transforming.   

f.  Sixth, we are humbled by what we know.   

g.  Finally, our knowledge creates a thirst for more.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we have a knowledge that is grounded in Scripture (Col. 1:23).   

1.  We don’t believe because we’ve been taught by any man, or by any church, but 

by the Spirit.   

2.  We have seen it for ourselves in the Word.   

a.  The Spirit has shown us and convinced us that it’s true.   

b.  Our conviction is like Peter’s of Christ, “We have believed and have come to 

know that You are the Holy One of God” (John 6:69).   

c.  It’s so strong, we’d rather die than deny it’s truth.   

 

B.  Second, we can see the true value of this knowledge.   

1.  To the world, the Bible is just a dead letter, authored by men.   

2.  But to us it’s God’s Word, authored by God Himself, and so is precious.   

a.  One who works with jewelry can look at precious stones and immediately 

know their value, where we can’t.  They’ve been trained; we haven’t.   

b.  But we can do this where they can’t, with spiritual things/with Scripture.   

(i)  We see more than what the world sees.   

(ii)  We see something more precious than the world, as the psalmist writes, 

“Whom have I in heaven but You?  And besides You, I desire nothing on 

earth” (Ps. 73:25).   

 

C.  Third, what we know is life-giving.  The psalmist writes, “I will never forget Your 

precepts, for by them You have revived me” (Ps. 119:93).   

1.  To the unbeliever, Biblical knowledge is like a map in a dead man’s hand:  it 

doesn’t move or direct him.   

2.  But to us, it is the way to life and the way of life.   

a.  The Spirit has used it to quicken us to life.   

b.  The Spirit uses it continually to revive our hearts.   

c.  And He uses it to guide us in the right path.   

d.  It is a lamp to illumine our steps on the road of life.   
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D.  Fourth, because it is life giving, we apply it to our lives:  we don’t let it stay in our 

heads, but we store it up in our hearts and let it work itself out in our lives.   

1.  Medicine won’t do us any good unless we take it.   

2.  In the same way, we know the Word won’t do us any good unless we apply it.   

a.  When the Lord tells us that Jesus is the only Redeemer, we say with Job, “As 

for me, I know that my Redeemer lives” (19:25).   

b.  When He says Christ is our Advocate with the Father (1 John 2:1), we add 

with William Cowper, “And He ever prays for me.”   

c.  When we see in God’s Word that Jesus is the guarantee of a better covenant, 

we embrace Him and His benefits by faith and know that we are saved.   

d.  When we read that He is Lord, we bend our knees and submit to Him.   

e.  We apply what we know.   

 

E.  Fifth, our knowledge is transforming.   

1.  When the unbeliever reads the Word, he goes away unaffected and unchanged.   

2.  But when we read the Bible, it changes our lives.   

a.  We see our own sins and aren’t content until we’ve put them off.   

b.  We see Christ’s glory as in a mirror and are transformed into His image.   

(i)  The artist looks at his subject and draws what he sees on his canvass.   

(ii)  We look at Christ’s face in the Word and are changed into His likeness.   

(iii)  Nothing else works like this.   

(a)  When we’re sick, looking at the doctor won’t heal us.   

(b)  Watching professionals perform won’t make us better performers.   

(c)  But reading the Bible with the illumination of the Holy Spirit will heal 

us and transform our lives, just as Moses was transformed when he saw 

the trailing edge of God’s glory.   

 

F.  Sixth, we have a knowledge that is humbling.   

1.  The more the unbeliever learns, the more prideful he becomes because of his 

accomplishments.   

2.  But the more of this knowledge we gain, the more we realize both our ignorance 

and sinfulness, and the more humbled we become.   

 

G.  Finally, the knowledge we have creates a desire for more.   

1.  The more we have of this kind, the more we want.   

2.  There is a spiritual sweetness to the Word.   

(i)  To David, it was more precious than gold and sweeter than honey (Ps. 

19:10).   

(ii)  It creates a hunger and thirst that is never satisfied.   

(iii)  Paul knew Christ in a saving relationship, but he wanted to know Him 

more:  “That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection” (Phil. 

3:10).   

 

III.  Application.  Let’s apply what we’ve seen in two ways.   

A.  First, are these things true of you?   

1.  Are you convinced that the Bible is God’s Word?   
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2.  Is it valuable to you?  Is learning its truths that you might know its Author more 

precious to you than anything in the world?   

3.  Has it created new life in your soul?  Does it motivate you to follow the Lord?  

Do you allow its truths to guide you?  Is the Bible your bread of life?  Do you 

know with absolute certainty that your life and wellbeing depend on what God 

says?   

4.  Are you applying it to your life?  Do you take seriously the commandments?  Do 

God’s threats make you afraid?  Are you embracing the promises as the Father 

holds them out to you in Christ?   

5.  Is your life becoming more like Christ’s?  Are you growing in holiness?  Are 

you growing in love?   

6.  Are you humbled by what the Lord calls you to be and what you in fact are?   

7.  Is your knowledge growing?  Are you hungering and thirsting to know more of 

God’s Word and more of Him?   

 

B.  Here is what you must do according to how you answered.   

1.  If these things aren’t in you and increasing, then you need to come to Christ, 

trust in Him, and be converted.  Unless you are born again by God’s Spirit, the 

Word will never become a life-changing force in your life.   

2.  If these things are already true of you, then let them continue to be your goals 

and strive to put them on even more.   

a.  We might be comfortable with where we are, but none of us are where the 

Lord calls us to be, none are what we should be.   

b.  We need to keep growing, pushing forward.   

c.  It’s not enough to know in our heads that the Bible is God’s Word, or that it’s 

precious, or life-giving, or that we should apply it, or that we should become 

more like Christ, or that it should humble us, or that we should be growing in 

knowledge.   

d.  We need to be moved by these things, sense the importance of them, make 

them our priority, strive to become more like Christ.   

e.  Every Christian knows more than he does.  It’s not those who know, but those 

who do that will be blessed.  Our problem is not that we lack knowledge, but 

desire/love.   

f.  Pray that the Lord would give you such a heart.  Read the Word every day.  

Know the Lord your God, that you might have communion as you should, that 

you might walk as your should, that you might serve as you should.   

g.  May the Lord help each one of us to press on to know the Lord.  Amen.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


