
“The Kingdom Has Come with Power” 

(Mark 9:1) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Our Lord Jesus told us last week,  

a.  That He doesn’t want you to set your mind and heart  

(i)  On the things you want from this life,   

(ii)  But on the things He wants to do through your life.   

 

b.  Jesus told His disciples in no uncertain terms  

(i)  That He would suffer and die at the hands of the leaders of Israel,  

(ii)  But that after three days, He would rise again (8:31).   

 

c.  This didn’t fit Peter’s model of what he thought Jesus should do.   

(i)  He rebuked his Lord.   

(ii)  But His Lord, in turn, rebuked him.   

(a)  He was only thinking about the things he wanted.   

(b)  Whether his intentions were good or not – it didn’t matter.   

(c)  He needed to set his mind on God’s interests.   

(1)  He needed to give up his own will.   

(2)  He needed to die to himself.   

(3)  He needed to take up his cross,  

(4)  And follow Jesus.   

 

d.  That’s what you must do as well.   

(i)  If you manage to gain the things you’re after, you’ll lose them anyway.   

(ii)  And not one of them is worth the price.   

(a)  Once you’ve lost what is most important – your soul –  

(b)  You would gladly give it all back,  

(c)  Just to ease your pain a little.   

 

(iii)  The Lord has given you the opportunity  

(a)  To use your life now for His glory, 

(b)  To store up riches in heaven 

(c)  Where you can keep them forever.   

(d)  But the way to do this is not by insisting on your own way,  

(e)  But by trusting the Lord  

(f)  And surrendering your life to Him.   

 

2.  This is one of the reasons Jesus gives why we should set our minds on God’s 

interests and not our own.   

a.  If we hold onto our lives, we will lose them –  
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b.  When Jesus comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels for 

judgment,  

c.  He will be as ashamed of us as we were of Him.   

d.  Unless we let go of the world now and use the brief time we have in this 

world to glorify Him.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Jesus now gives us another reason to lose our lives –  

a.  Why we should let go of them –  

b.  And set our minds on His interests:   

c.  Because the kingdom has come and will come with power.   

 

2.  This is what Jesus was telling His disciples was about to happen:  the kingdom 

was about to come with power.   

a.  What was this kingdom He was referring to?   

(i)  His redemptive kingdom –  

(ii)  The kingdom His Father was giving to Him –  

(iii)  His rule over the nations.   

 

b.  What does He mean that it was about to come with power?   

(i)  He was about to take up His rule  

(ii)  And use it to advance His kingdom.   

 

c.  When was this going to happen?  There is some difference of opinion here.   

(i)  Some believe He was referring to what was going to happen next:  His 

transfiguration.   

(a)  In the next few verses, we’ll read about Jesus taking His most intimate 

disciples to a mountain and revealing something of His person and 

glory to them.   

(b)  This was the glory He was to receive as part of His reward for His 

work of redemption, as the Lord over all Creation.   

(c)  It’s possible this is what He meant.   

(d)  However, it doesn’t appear to make the best sense in the context.   

(1)  The transfiguration was going to take place in six days.   

(2)  In our text Jesus says that only some of those who were present 

would still be alive when it happened.   

(3)  Was He saying that most of them would die within the next six 

days?   

(4)  It doesn’t seem likely.   

 

(ii)  Others believe that He was speaking about the Day of Pentecost.   

(a)  Certainly, that’s possible.   

(b)  On that day,  

(1)  About ten days after Jesus ascended and was crowned King,  

(2)  He poured His Spirit out on His disciples,  

(3)  Endowing them with the power to advance His kingdom.   
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(4)  This is one of the main ways the Lord causes His kingdom to move 

forward.   

 

(c)  But again, He said that only some of those standing there would live to 

see it.   

(1)  That event was only about a year away.   

(2)  Did most of these listening to Him die within that year?   

(3)  Again, it doesn’t seem likely.   

 

(iii)  There is one other event this could be referring to:  70 AD.   

(a)  This was certainly an important event –  

(1)  The destruction of the Temple,  

(2)  The Lord’s putting away His unfaithful bride, Israel.   

 

(b)  And it was an exhibition of the power of His kingdom – it was 

certainly no accident.   

(1)  He not only predicted it,  

(2)  He actually He brought it about.   

(A)  He did it through the armies of Rome.   

(B)  But it was His work nonetheless.   

(C)  We read in Daniel, “The people of the Prince who is to come 

will destroy the city and the sanctuary” (9:26).   

(D)  This is the coming Jesus spoke of in Matthew 26, when He said 

to the high priest, “I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON 

OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and 

COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN” (v. 64).   

(E)  This imagery of coming on the clouds was used several times 

by the Lord in the Old Testament when He predicted His 

judgment against a nation.   

(F)  The psalmist writes, “He lays the beams of His upper chambers 

in the waters; He makes the clouds His chariot; He walks upon 

the wings of the wind” (104:3).   

(G)  And Isaiah writes, “The oracle concerning Egypt.  Behold, the 

LORD is riding on a swift cloud and is about to come to Egypt; 

the idols of Egypt will tremble at His presence, and the heart of 

the Egyptians will melt within them” (Isaiah 19:1).   

 

(c)  What Jesus says here is this:    

(1)  He was about to take up the exercise of His power 

(2)  To pour His judgment out on the nation that should have received 

Him,  

(3)  But crucified Him instead as a criminal.   

(4)  This was just one way the power of His kingdom would be 

revealed –  

(5)  But it was an obvious one.   

(6)  This event was over forty years away,  
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(7)  Which is why only some of them would live to see it.   

 

(d)  Another reason they should lay down their lives –  

(1)  Why they should set aside their own interests and follow the Lord –  

(2)  Was that His kingdom was about to exert itself with power into the 

world.   

(3)  If they remained part of the Old Covenant, they would perish with 

it,  

(4)  But if they picked up their crosses to follow Him, they would live.   

 

(e)  This is why you should lay down your life as well:   

(1)  The kingdom is continuing to exert its power,  

(2)  And one day it will dominate the world.   

(3)  If you hold onto your life and this world, you will perish with it.   

(4)  But if you devote you life to serve Jesus in advancing His 

kingdom, you will be part of it forever.   

(5)  This passage exhorts you to give yourself to Him and His cause.   

(6)  How can you do this?   

 

2.  There are two ways the kingdom exerts itself and grows –  

a.  By the Spirit’s influence in your heart  

b.  And by the King acting more directly in world events.   

c.  For you to be successful in advancing His kingdom, you need to understand 

both.   

d.  So let’s consider these for a few moments.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Lord has given you His Spirit to advance His kingdom in this world.   

1.  This may not be exactly what Jesus has an eye to in our text – as we’ve seen – 

but it’s still one of the main ways He pushes His kingdom forward.   

a.  Jesus gave us His marching orders in the Great Commission:  “Go therefore 

and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age’” 

(Matt. 28:19-20).   

b.  But He has also given us the power to carry them out.   

(i)  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).   

(ii)  “And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together 

was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31).   

 

2.  You already have this power.   

a.  He gave you His Spirit when He saved you.   

b.  But since the Spirit’s influence can be stronger or weaker,  
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(i)  He has also given you the command:   

(ii)  “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled 

with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).   

 

c.  So now it’s up to you.   

(i)  If you want to experience more of this power,  

(ii)  You must use the means the Lord has given you.   

(iii)  You must also resist temptation –  

(iv)  You must separate your heart from this world.   

(v)  And you must step out in faith to do what He calls you to do.   

(vi)  There is a great deal of truth in that saying, “The Lord comes when I 

go.”   

(vii)  Don’t wait for the motion of the Spirit before you get busy.   

(viii)  He’s told you to go – obey and the power will come.   

 

B.  But let’s not forget the second way the Lord advances His kingdom:  by exercising 

His power more directly in this world.   

1.  Working in the hearts of His people by His Spirit  

a.  Isn’t the only way the Lord advances His kingdom,  

b.  Though it is the main way.   

c.  Especially when He chooses to pour out more of His Spirit in Revival.   

d.  We’ve looked at some of these movements in the history of the church, such 

as:   

(i)  Those we call the Pre-Reformation movements:  the Waldenses, Wycliffe 

and the Lollards, John Huss, and others.   

(ii)  The Reformation.   

(iii)  Puritanism.   

(iv)  The Great Awakening.   

(v)  And there were others, such as the New York and Welsh Revivals.   

 

e.  During these times, the Lord grants His people greater power to do His work.   

(i)  You need to be careful about judging your own experiences  

(a)  By comparing them to these.   

(b)  You’ll find that you fall short.   

(c)  These were special times of Revival  

(d)  When the Lord gave more of His Spirit and power.   

 

(ii)  You should, however, use these examples  

(a)  To encourage you to press forward.   

(b)  And to pray that the Lord may again give this grace to His church  

(c)  And advance His kingdom through revival.   

 

2.  But let’s not forget, the Lord is also at work in the affairs of the world to 

advance His kingdom.   

a.  The divorce of Israel in 70 AD wasn’t a revival,  

(i)  But it did advance God’s kingdom  
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(ii)  By removing one of the church’s greatest enemies –  

(iii)  The Jews that had fallen away from the Lord;  

(iv)  But not before the Lord had offered His Gospel to each and every one.   

(v)  This allowed the Gospel to go forward more freely.   

 

b.  Constantine’s declaring Christianity to be the legal religion of Rome  

(i)  May also not have been a revival movement,  

(ii)  And it did a great deal to harm the church doctrinally,  

(iii)  But it also advanced the Christian faith throughout the whole world at 

that time.   

(iv)  No persecution does equal a softer and more corrupt church,  

(v)  But it does open the door to the committed few  

(vi)  To get the Gospel out to others.   

(vii)  As it does today.   

(viii)  A persecuted church is a purer church, but it’s also a church with fewer 

opportunities to spread the Gospel.   

(ix)  Let’s use our opportunities to share the Good News.   

 

c.  The Reformation was a time of revival,  

(i)  But it couldn’t have taken place without the Lord exerting His influence 

into other areas of society.   

(ii)  Such as His allowing Pope Leo X to desire to build St. Peter’s Cathedral,  

(iii)  So that he would authorize the sale of plenary indulgences,   

(iv)  That Tetzel might abuse his marketing of them,  

(v)  And so incense Luther that he might call for a public debate.   

(vi)  Also by His putting it in the heart of Frederick the Wise to protect 

Luther,  

(vii)  And His providentially protecting Luther on so many occasions.   

(viii)  As well as His changing the hearts of many of the princes to embrace 

the Christian faith,  

(ix)  And to break with Rome.   

 

d.  The point is that Jesus is the Lord of History.   

(i)  He said to His disciples, before giving them His Great Commission, “All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18).   

(ii)  He took up this authority just after His ascension to heaven – the author 

to the Hebrews writes, “But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for 

all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, waiting from 

that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL 

FOR HIS FEET” (Heb. 10:12-13).   

(iii)  And now He exercises that authority:   

(a)  To rule and overrule all things for the good of His church,  

(b)  The subduing of His enemies,  

(c)  And the advancement of His kingdom.   

(d)  There’s nothing He can’t do, if He wills to do it.   

(e)  And one day His kingdom will fill the whole earth.   
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(f)  Speaking of Jesus time, and the days of the Caesars of Rome, Daniel 

the prophet says, “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set 

up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not 

be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these 

kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever” (Dan. 2:44).   

 

e.  What does this mean for you personally?  The Lord will accomplish His will.   

(i)  You may not know exactly what He will do in each case –  

(a)  Whether He will grant you the success you’re hoping for  

(b)  In the battles you believe He’s calling you to fight.   

 

(ii)  But you can know that if it is His will, you will succeed.   

(a)  If you don’t, you can also know it’s better for now that you don’t.   

(b)  The Lord is sovereign over all things.   

(c)  He will do what is best.   

 

(iii)  So remember this simple principle:   

(a)  The Lord doesn’t expect you to take responsibility  

(1)  For things that are outside of your control –  

(2)  The things that are in His hands.   

 

(b)  He simply expects you to be faithful in doing what He has called you 

to do:  

(1)  To grow in the grace and knowledge of your Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ (2 Pet. 3:18),  

(2)  To be filled with His Spirit (Eph. 5:18),  

(3)  And to glorify Him in your life through your obedience –  

(A)  Especially in being a witness of His truth – by sharing the 

Gospel –  

(B)  And the reality of that truth – in the power of a changed life.   

 

(c)  With regard to the things that are in His hands,  

(1)  Make sure you pray and ask the Lord to do the things you believe 

to be His will;  

(2)  But always leaving it in His hands as to exactly what He is going to 

do.   

 

f.  Finally, taking a step back and remembering that this is a reason why you 

should let go of your life and follow Jesus, what will you do?   

(i)  Will you hold onto your own life and live it the way you want?   

(a)  If you do, the Lord will be ashamed of you on that day He brings His 

eternal Kingdom,  

(b)  And you will lose your soul forever.   

 

(ii)  But if you lay it down,  

(a)  If you let go of it,  
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(b)  If you pick up your cross to follow Him,  

(c)  He will empower you with His Spirit  

(d)  And make everything in this world conspire together to help you in 

your fight for Him.   

(e)  Our Lord invites you again to give yourself to His cause by trusting 

His Son and turning from your sins.   

(f)  May He give you the grace to do so.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


