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 Have you ever wondered what the status of your children is in the kingdom of heaven?  
Have you ever wondered how the Lord looks at them, and what kind of a relationship He has 
with them?  Up until the time of the Reformation, virtually the whole church saw the children of 
believers as included in God’s covenant dealings with their parents.  They saw them as members 
of the visible church.  But during the Reformation, when people were given the Scriptures to 
study them for themselves, different opinions regarding the status of children began to emerge.  
Some -- namely, the Anabaptists, who held among other things, that infant baptism was not 
valid, and that those who were baptized as infants needed to be baptized again, once they 
professed faith in Christ -- believed that only those who professed the true faith should be 
baptized, since they alone were included in the church.  But others disagreed.  For the most part, 
the church of that day continued to hold to the view that children are included in God’s covenant 
dealings with His people.  Rome wrote what they thought of the Anabaptist view in canon 13, in 
their section on baptism, “If any one saith, that little children, for that they have not actual faith, 
are not, after having received baptism, to be reckoned amongst the faithful; and that, for this 
cause, they are to be rebaptized when they have attained to years of discretion; or, that it is better 
that the baptism of such be omitted, than that, while not believing by their own act, they should 
be baptized in the faith alone of the Church; let him be anathema.”  Rome saw children as 
included in the church, but they went too far:  They believed that baptism actually gave them 
grace and added them to the number of the faithful.  The Lutherans also believed that children 
are included in the visible church, but they too went too far.  They believed that their children 
were born again in baptism, not by the baptism itself, but through the supernatural gift of faith 
which God gives to each infant when he or she is baptized.  Finally, the Reformed Churches also 
recognized that children were included in the visible church, just as the Lutherans and Rome, but 
differed with regard to whether the child was to be considered among the faithful or not.  
Without probing into this question too far, there were -- and still are -- these three views:  1)  
Baptized covenant children are to be considered among the faithful -- that is, among the elect --, 
as long as they don’t become covenant breakers by doing something that would show that they 
are unbelievers.  2)  Baptized covenant children are not necessarily to be considered among the 
faithful, nor are they to be considered outside of the faithful, but we must wait and see whether 
God has given them grace or not.  And 3)  Baptized covenant children are to be considered 
among the unfaithful, until they show themselves to be faithful.  The continental Reformed 
Churches, along with the Scottish Presbyterian tended to fall in the first category, while the 
English and New England Puritans tended to fall in the second and third category.  There were 
even some among the Puritans, such as John Bunyon, who believed that the children weren’t in 
the church at all, unless and until they made profession of faith.  Now those who held this 
position didn’t say that we shouldn’t bring our children to church.  We should.  But they 
shouldn’t be considered as members of the church until they repent and believe.  The question all 
this raises, of course, is which is the correct view?   
 Now I don’t expect our passage this morning to answer all of the questions that have been 
raised on this subject, but it does appear to answer some of them.  As a matter of fact -- along 
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with its parallel passages in Mark and Luke --, it is one of the clearest passages in Scripture that 
shows that children of the covenant are still included in the membership of the church in the New 
Covenant.   
 Our passage shows us two things:  First, it shows us by way of example how we should 
be seeking for Christ’s blessing upon our children, even when they are very young.  And second, 
it shows us that by Christ’s rebuking His disciples for trying to keep the children away, and by 
His receiving them and blessing them, that the children of believers are a part of His visible 
kingdom.   
 First we see an example of what we, as parents, should be doing to seek for the Lord’s 
blessing upon our children, even when they are very young.   
 In our text, Matthew tells us that some children were brought to Christ.  They were 
brought to Him, presumably by their parents, because they were too young to bring themselves.  
The Greek word that Matthew uses means “little children” or “infants.”  Luke, is even more 
specific in his Gospel, where he uses a word which means “babies,” referring sometimes to one 
which hasn’t been born yet, but most often to children who are still being nursed (18:15).  These 
children were young.  They were infants or nursing babes.  But notice why they were brought:  
“So that He might lay His hands on them and pray.”  These parents were seeking the Lord’s 
blessing upon their children, blessings which were spiritual in nature.  How do we know this?  
First, there isn’t anything in the passage that would lead us to conclude that these children were 
sick, and that the parents brought them to Jesus to heal them.  If they had, certainly the disciples 
wouldn’t have rebuked them.  But second, Matthew tells us plainly why they came:  “That He 
might lay His hands on them and pray.”  They may not have recognized Jesus as the Messiah, 
but they knew that He was at least a prophet and that their children would fare better in this 
world and in the next if He would just lay His hands on them and pray for them.  The laying on 
of hands and prayer was the way that the people of God blessed and consecrated or dedicated 
someone or something to the service of God, making that thing holy to God.  It was also one of 
the ways a father bestowed a blessing on his son.  Jacob, when he wanted to bless his son Joseph, 
laid his hands on the heads of Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh (Gen. 48:14).  These 
parents wanted Jesus’ blessing on their children, and so they brought them to Him that He might 
lay His hands on them and pray.   
 I think we would all agree that this is what parents should do for their children.  If we 
have received the grace of God, through His Son Jesus Christ, it is only natural for us to want to 
bring our own children to Him as well.  Should we only seek for His blessing upon ourselves and 
on those around us, and not on our children?  Of course not.  We couldn’t really say that we 
loved them at all if we didn’t attempt to bring them to Christ, for His forgiveness and salvation.  
But how seriously are we really taking this duty?  Have we consecrated them to God?  Are we 
seeking for their spiritual good?  Are we taking them daily to Christ in prayer and asking for His 
hand of blessing to be upon them?  And are we doing this even from the very earliest of their 
days?  Sometimes we don’t begin to pray for and with our children until they are old enough to 
understand what we are doing.  But we need to start much earlier, even before they are born, 
even before they are conceived.  We must consecrate them to God.  We must pray earnestly for 
their souls.  We must seek for His grace in their lives, for their salvation, especially when they 
are too young to do it for themselves.  We need to remember that our children won’t be saved 
automatically, just because they are children of the covenant.  These parents didn’t rest in the 
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promises of God’s covenant apart from their responsibility to seek God’s blessing.  If they had, 
they would have stayed home.  But instead, they came out looking for Jesus, asking Him to bless 
them.  We need to do the same.  We need to seek for the Lord’s blessing on our children, even 
while they are very young.   
 And this brings us to the second point:  that the children of believing parents are members 
of His visible kingdom, and as members of that kingdom, ought to be received into the 
membership of the visible church.   
 When the disciples saw these parents coming with their children to Jesus to have Him lay 
His hands on them, they rebuked them.  These children weren’t sick.  They were too young to be 
taught.  There didn’t appear to be any way that they could benefit from Jesus, so why bother 
Him?  But when they rebuked the parents, Jesus rebuked them.  Mark goes a bit further by telling 
us that Jesus was “indignant,” righteously angry at His disciples for doing this (10:14).  He said, 
“Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these” (v. 14).  Now what did Jesus mean by this?   
 This is where the whole crux of the misunderstanding in the church comes from, because 
there are different ways of understanding this, from saying that Jesus welcomes even little 
children to come into His kingdom, to saying that they are full members of the eternal kingdom 
of God, by virtue of their being born of covenant parents.  I believe that we need to see here that 
they must at least be members of His visible kingdom.  Jesus wanted these children to come.  He 
told the disciples they were wrong to stop them.  They were wrong to think that He didn’t want 
to be bothered by them.  He said that the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these, to those 
who are like these children.  Now the Lord already told us that we must become like children -- 
that we must humble ourselves and have a child-like faith --, if we are ever to enter His kingdom 
(Matt. 18:3).  But if we think that this is all that Jesus meant here, we are mistaken.  Jesus said 
that the kingdom belongs to those who are like these children.  This can’t mean that He is 
pointing to them again only as an example, and that the children themselves are to be excluded.  
This is the reason He gives as to why the disciples shouldn’t stop them from coming to Him for 
His blessing.  And we mustn’t forget what the rest of the Bible has to say about this.  Peter said 
to those Jews who were awakened on the day of Pentecost, “Repent, and let each of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off, 
as many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself” (Acts 2:38-39).  What promise was Peter 
referring to?  The promise of the Holy Spirit, which is signified and sealed in baptism.  This 
promise was not only for them, but also for their children, and for those whom the Lord would 
call from the Gentiles.  The fact that it was also for their children reflects the promise of the 
Abrahamic Covenant, “And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your 
descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you 
and to your descendants after you” (Gen. 17:7).  And beside this, and several other indicators 
which are found in the New Testament which we don’t have time to look at now, Matthew tells 
us that Jesus received these children, and laid His hands on them” (v. 15).  Mark writes, “And He 
took them in His arms and began blessing them, laying His hands upon them” (10:16).  Why 
would He do this, if He had nothing to do with them?  Now let’s not forget who these children 
were -- they were not the children of the world, they were not just any children, they were the 
children of the covenant, they were Jewish children whose parents were in covenant with God.  
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He laid His hands on them and blessed them.  And what blessing did He bestow on them?  What 
else could it be but the blessings of the covenant?  Jesus shows us here that these children were 
special to Him.  He desired their good, more than just the children of the world.  He prayed for 
them, interceded for them, blessed them, and said, “the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these” (v. 15).   
 Now having said this, is Jesus teaching that all of these children and all the children of 
the covenant are saved, or at least will be saved in their lifetime?  Were these blessings He 
bestowed on them necessarily saving?  No, I don’t think so.  If the Old Testament teaches us 
anything, it teaches us that there were many Jewish children born to true believers who grew up 
to be covenant breakers.  As a matter of fact, if we assumed that every child born of covenant 
parents was elect, then everyone in the world would be saved.  After all, weren’t Adam and Eve 
converted?  Weren’t they included in the covenant of grace?  Yes.  But were all their children?  
No.  Were all of Noah’s children?  No.  Were all of Abraham’s children?  No.  Were all of 
Isaac’s children?  No.  Were all of Jacob’s children?  No.  Were all the children of Israel led out 
of Egypt by Moses?  No, out of all of those men who were old enough to fight in battle, only two 
of them made it into the promised land.  The rest didn’t because they didn’t believe (Heb. 4:2).   
 Now God does make a special promise to believers, that if we will be faithful to Him, He 
will be a God to us and to our seed after us.  He promises us that there will be a succession of 
believers from our household.  The Lord says, “I . . . am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, but 
showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments” 
(Exod. 20:5-6).  He promises to bless the posterity of the faithful even to the thousandth 
generation.  This doesn’t necessarily mean that every child born in our house will be saved, they 
may, but they may not.  But it definitely means that some will.  Some will repent and believe.  
Some will take the Lord for their full portion.  Some will follow Him no matter where He leads 
them.  We don’t include our children in the church because we believe that they’re saved.  We 
don’t include them and baptize them because we absolutely believe that the Lord has promised to 
save them.  We do so because the Lord clearly tells us that the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as these, and the visible church is the visible expression of that invisible kingdom.   
 Lastly, let me again remind you that inclusion in the visible church doesn’t save your 
children.  But it does expose them to the means by which God does save.  Therefore let’s be 
encouraged to bring our children daily before the throne of grace.  Let’s be faithful to instruct 
them, to bring them to church, to tell them of their need of faith and repentance.  Let’s 
continually bring them to the Lord, seeking for His blessing upon them.  This is the path in 
which they will find salvation.  Amen.   


