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This evening, I want us to consider the truths taught in Psalm 2 concerning the 
kingship of Christ for several reasons.  First, it’s always a good idea for us to review the 
offices of Christ, that He is our prophet, priest and king, that for us and for our salvation, 
He came down from heaven, declared to us the will of God, laid down His life as an 
atoning sacrifice, and then was exalted to the right hand of God as Lord over all the earth.  
The Psalms are rich in material that deals with all three of these aspects of Christ’s person 
and work.  Second, Psalm 2 is also very close to the opening of the Psalter.  It comes right 
after Psalm 1, which speaks of the blessing to the one who will obey the commandments 
and the curse to those who won’t.  The commandments, of course, also have to do with the 
kingly office of Christ, since as King, He has the right to command what He wills and to 
be obeyed by those He commands.  Third, I also wanted us to start here because of what 
we saw close to the end of the book of Genesis.  In the prophecy/blessing that Jacob 
pronounced upon Judah, he spoke of the coming of the King, the Messiah, Shiloh, whose 
name either means “Him to whom it belongs,” or “the one who brings peace.”  This psalm 
tells us more about this King:  when His rule will begin, what it will be like, and how it is 
He will bring peace.  I thought it would be good for us to follow up on these ideas.  The 
fourth reason I wanted to deal with this subject this evening is because of the debate some 
of us just heard at Zion URC:  the debate between Dr. Venema, who was arguing for the 
Amil position, and Dr. McIlhenny, who was arguing for the Postmil position.  The Amil 
position, as you know, argues that between the first and second comings of Christ, the 
cause of God’s kingdom will move forward in this world, but not with any great success as 
far as it’s influence, while the Postmil position, historically, sees a very powerful 
fulfillment of the prophecy of Psalm 2, as well as other prophecies, in a world-wide 
success of the kingdom to all the nations.  In light of the controversy on this subject, I 
thought it would be helpful for us to see a bit more as to why there are those who hold to 
the Postmil position, especially because of the way things look in the world today.  And 
finally, I thought starting here would be encouraging for us, again in light of what is going 
on in our world.  Sometimes it seems that we are only a few steps away from WWIII, 
which might end in nuclear holocaust.  In times like these, it’s good to remember who is 
ultimately in control of all things.   

What I would like to do this evening is explore this psalm through a series of 
questions and answers.  In this way we will see what it teaches about this king and what 
His reign would be like.   

The first question we should ask is, who is this psalm about?  The answer is really 
quite clear:  it has to do with the Christ, the Lord’s anointed, the Son of God.  Verse 2 calls 
Him the Lord’s Anointed.  The word in Hebrew is Messiach, from which we get the word 
Messiah; which in the Greek is Christos, from which we get the word Christ.  He is also 
called God’s Son in verses 7 and 12.  He is the subject of this psalm.  There are other 
characters involved here, such as the Lord Himself, the Father of Christ, those who oppose 
His installation of the Christ as King, and those who rule later who are called on to submit 
to Him.  But the main character is the Christ.   

Second, what does this psalm specifically tell us about the Christ?  First, it tells us 
that there would be those who would oppose His coronation.  But second, in spite of this, 
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He would be crowned as King over all the nations.  Who were the kings and rulers in verse 
2 who took their stand against the Messiah, desiring to cast off His rule (v. 2)?  This 
appears to refer to those who opposed Jesus from the beginning of His life, throughout His 
ministry and who eventually brought about His death.  It refers to those who opposed His 
rule and would not accept Him as king.  Who were they?  First, it refers to King Herod, 
who was so afraid of losing his own kingdom that he actually killed his own sons to keep 
it.  When he learned from the magi that there was a king born in Bethlehem, he wanted to 
know where He was, so that he might kill the child.  Of course, the Lord didn’t allow him 
to succeed, but saved His Son (Matt. 2:13).  The rulers of the Jews also opposed Jesus at 
every step of the way.  There were those among the scribes, elders, Sadducees and 
Pharisees who believed in Him, but for the most part they rejected and opposed Him.  
Even the people of Israel turned against Him and desired His death, saying that they had no 
king but Caesar (John 19:15).  And it was a Roman official who very unjustly ordered His 
execution (Matt. 27:26).  But in spite of this, the Lord still raised Him up and crowned 
Him with authority over all creation.  We read in verses 4-6 that the Lord scoffed at their 
attempts to overthrow His plan; He terrified them in His fury, probably referring to A. D. 
70, when He overthrew and destroyed their city; and He made His Son King in spite of 
their opposition.  We read in verse 6, “But as for Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, 
My holy mountain.”  This refers not only to the fact that the Father exalted Christ as the 
Lord over all, but that He did so in the line of David.  Mount Zion is the mount that 
Jerusalem is built upon, and the rightful king of Jerusalem must come from the line of 
David.  Jesus is the restoration of the fallen tabernacle of David (Acts 15:16).  But He was 
not installed as King in any earthly city, but rather the heavenly Jerusalem, the place where 
all His subjects go when they enter into their rest.   

Now when does this psalm say that this coronation would take place?  It speaks of 
its taking place after His death and resurrection.  Speaking of the day of His crowning, He 
says in verse 7, “I will surely tell of the decree of the Lord:  He said to Me, ‘You are My 
Son, today I have begotten You.’”  Paul uses this same verse to refer to the resurrection of 
Christ in Acts 13.  Speaking to the Jews and God-fearers at Pisidian Antioch, he said, 
“Brethren, sons of Abraham's family, and those among you who fear God, to us the word 
of this salvation is sent out.  For those who live in Jerusalem, and their rulers, recognizing 
neither Him nor the utterances of the prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these 
by condemning Him.  And though they found no ground for putting Him to death, they 
asked Pilate that He be executed.  And when they had carried out all that was written 
concerning Him, they took Him down from the cross and laid Him in a tomb.  But God 
raised Him from the dead; and for many days He appeared to those who came up with Him 
from Galilee to Jerusalem, the very ones who are now His witnesses to the people.  And 
we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, that God has fulfilled 
this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second 
Psalm, ‘You are My Son; today I have begotten You’” (vv. 26-33).  After Jesus was raised 
from the dead, and after spending another forty days on the earth teaching His disciples 
regarding the kingdom of God, He ascended to heaven and there took His place at the right 
hand of God as King over His mediatorial kingdom (Acts 1:3, 9).  Daniel writes, “I kept 
looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man 
was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.  And 
to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and men of 
every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not 
pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.” (7:13-14).  This authority 
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was already His in principle as the God-man when He was first raised from the dead.  In 
Matthew 28:18, He says, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.”  But 
it became His formally after He ascended and was installed as King on Mt. Zion in heaven.   

But what exactly is the extent of His dominion?  In verse 8, we read, “Ask for Me, 
and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as 
Your possession.”  It’s very clear from Scripture that Messiah was to rule over the whole 
earth and that His reign would bring peace on earth, just as the angels predicted to the 
shepherds at His birth (Luke 2:14).  Consider the following verses.  Speaking of the reign 
of Messiah, Solomon writes, “In his days may the righteous flourish, and abundance of 
peace till the moon is no more.   May he also rule from sea to sea, and from the River to 
the ends of the earth” (Ps. 72:7-8).  Isaiah writes, “Now it will come about that in the last 
days, the mountain of the house of the Lord will be established as the chief of the 
mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it.  And 
many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; that He may teach us concerning His ways, and that we may 
walk in His paths.’  For the law will go forth from Zion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem.  And He will judge between the nations, and will render decisions for many 
peoples; and they will hammer their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks.  Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will they learn war” 
(Isaiah 2:2-4).  This is in fulfillment of the prophecy of Daniel, given through the vision 
the Lord gave to Nebuchadnezzar regarding the statue made of differing kinds of metal.  
Daniel told him, “And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom 
which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will 
crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.  Inasmuch as 
you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands and that it crushed the iron, 
the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold, the great God has made known to the king 
what will take place in the future; so the dream is true, and its interpretation is trustworthy” 
(Dan. 2:44-45).  Jesus Himself, speaking of His kingdom in parables said, “The kingdom 
of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; and this is 
smaller than all other seeds; but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants, 
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches. . . .  The 
kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three pecks of meal, 
until it was all leavened’” (Matt. 13:31-33).  The kingdom of heaven would begin small, 
but would become so large that the kings of the earth would take refuge in its shelter, 
represented by the birds nesting in its branches, and it would become so extensive and 
intensive that it would affect everything around it, which is represented by the leaven 
affecting the whole lump or the whole world.   

But now how will this rule of Christ bring peace on the earth?  Notice verse 9, 
“You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like earthenware.”  Those 
nations that will not submit to His rule will be destroyed.  This is in fulfillment of Psalm 
110:1, where David writes, “The Lord says to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, until I make 
Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’”  After Christ ascended to heaven and sat down at 
the right hand of God, He continues to rule until the Father brings about the subjection of 
all of His enemies.  Paul alludes to this as well in 1 Corinthians 15:24-26, where he writes, 
“Then comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He 
has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  For He must reign until He has put all 
His enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that will be abolished is death.”  All of 
Christ’s enemies will be vanquished before He returns to vanquish the last enemy, which is 
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death.  That is what He will do at His second coming.  But until then, He rules over all 
things for the good and advancement of His kingdom, while His Father subjects His 
enemies to Him.   

What then should the kings and rulers of the earth do?  Look at verses 10-12, “Now 
therefore, O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth.  Worship the 
Lord with reverence, and rejoice with trembling.  Do homage to the Son, lest He become 
angry, and you perish in the way, for His wrath may soon be kindled.”  What they should 
do is be wise and worship the Lord and His Son and submit to them.  If they continue to 
harden their hearts and not submit, they will be broken.  But notice the end of verse 12, if 
they submit, they will be blessed, “How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!”  Once the 
Father has put an end to all of His Son’s enemies, and all the kings of the earth submit, 
then will come the time of peace and blessedness, spoken of by the prophets and 
announced by the angels.  Then will come about the golden age of Messiah’s reign.   

In summary, we see that this psalm tells us about the reign of the Messiah.  There 
would be those who would try to keep Him from coming to the throne, but God’s purpose 
would not be overthrown.  After His death and resurrection and ascension, He would sit 
down at God’s right hand and rule over the nations until all of His enemies submit to Him.  
The very last enemy that He will conquer is death, which He will overthrow when He 
comes again, but not until He has vanquished all His other foes.  Now this psalm and the 
many passages like it are the reason why I believe Postmillennialism is true.  I know that 
when we look at the world and consider what’s going on in it, we tend to think that this 
view can’t possibly be true.  After all, it doesn’t look like things are getting better, but 
worse.  But we need to remember not to draw our conclusions by what we see, but on what 
God promises.  We saw in Genesis that Abraham had very little of the Promised Land, but 
he believed that his seed would have it all.  The same was true of Isaac and Jacob.  And 
even though it might not have looked as though they would have it, God gave it to them.  
His Word was true.  Jesus looked as though He was going to be swallowed up by death.  
He came to save us, but ended up being killed.  Even the disciples doubted what He said.  
But He rose again from the dead and brought life and immortality to His people, just as He 
said He would.  We must not judge by what we see, but by what the Lord tells us.  He says 
that Christ is now King over all the earth.  He tells us that Christ will continue to reign 
until He has subjected all His enemies under His feet.  If He says that this is what He’s 
going to do, this is what’s going to happen, no matter what it might look like now.  
Therefore it would be wise for all the nations in general, as well as for all people in 
particular, to submit to Him and worship Him, before He brings His judgment on them.  
He says they must turn from their wicked ways into the paths of righteousness, or they will 
be destroyed.  This is, in essence, why many of you were standing in the life-chain this 
afternoon.  Killing innocent children will bring God’s wrath down on our nation – among 
other things – unless we repent.  In light of this, we need to make sure that we are 
surrendered to His will, and we need to pray that the Lord will bring this nation and all 
nations to submit to it.  The Lord will bring His kingdom, even if it must be built on the 
ruins of many evil empires.  Let’s be encouraged then to get the Gospel out, to evangelize, 
to turn people from their sins into the paths of righteousness, so that they might escape His 
judgment now and in the future.  And let’s also remember that no matter what we must 
face in this world, if we faithfully serve on our Lord’s side by His grace, ultimately He 
won’t allow anything to harm us, but will keep us safe for eternity.  He Himself has 
promised that He will never leave us nor forsake us (Heb. 13:5).  He has the authority to do 
this.  All we need to do is trust Him.  Amen.   


