
“The Kind of Zeal that Pleases God” 

(John 2:13-25) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

Jesus has gathered His disciples.   

 

His ministry is now underway.   

 

John has shown us the first sign Jesus did to prove He is the Messiah – turning 

water into wine.   

 

And it had its desired result:  “His disciples believed in Him.”   

 

 

John moves on now to record – at least in a certain sense –  

 

Another sign to prove this point,  

 

But also an event that both shows who Jesus is  

 

And something of the consuming desire He had that His Father be glorified –  

 

What we call the first cleansing of the Temple.   

 

 

All the Gospel writers record a cleansing of the Temple at Jerusalem,  

 

But they differ as to the timing of this event.   

 

Matthew, Mark and Luke place it at the end of Jesus’ ministry –  

 

In the last week before His crucifixion –  

 

While John places it at the beginning of His ministry –  

 

Several years before His crucifixion.   

 

How can they both be true?   

 

The simple answer is that since Jesus’ ministry spans three and a half years,  

 

These are really two events – rather than one –  
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He purged the Temple at the beginning and at the end of His ministry.   

 

Seen in this light, we should note two things:   

 

The Jews didn’t learn their lesson the first time around,  

 

And Jesus’ desire for His Father’s honor had not grown any weaker throughout this 

time.   

 

B.  Preview.   

 

It’s this zeal that Jesus had for His Father’s glory  

 

That I would like for us to focus on this morning.   

 

Not only does Jesus provide us with an example to follow,  

 

But if we belong to Him, we should find this same kind of zeal in our own hearts  

 

Both for His and for His Father’s glory.   

 

 

Let’s consider three things:   

 

1.  First, if you love the Lord, you will be zealous for His glory.   

 

2.  Second, that you need to be careful that you express your zeal in a way that 

honors Him.   

 

3.  And finally, you need to examine your heart to make sure the zeal you have is 

really from Him.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that if you love the Lord, you will be zealous for His glory.   

 

That was certainly the case with Jesus.  

 

We read in verse 13, “The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem.”   

 

The Passover was one of the three annual feasts that brought every Jewish man to 

Jerusalem.   

 

The Lord said through Moses, “Three times a year you shall celebrate a feast to 

Me.  You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for seven days you are 
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to eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the appointed time in the 

month Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt.  And none shall appear before Me 

empty-handed.  Also you shall observe the Feast of the Harvest of the first fruits 

of your labors from what you sow in the field; also the Feast of the Ingathering 

at the end of the year when you gather in the fruit of your labors from the field.  

Three times a year all your males shall appear before the Lord GOD” (Ex. 

23:14-17).   

 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread is the same as Passover.   

 

The Feast of the Harvest of the first fruits is the same as the Feast of Weeks or 

Pentecost.   

 

And the Feast of the Ingathering is the same as the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths.   

 

These three were mandatory for men.   

 

Jewish women could also attend, but for them it was optional.   

 

And so we see Jesus faithfully attending –  

 

It was His duty, but it was also His joy to do so,  

 

Especially knowing that the sacrificing of the Lamb  

 

Looked forward to His death on the cross  

 

By which He would honor His Father and save His people.   

 

 

When He went to the Temple to worship, we read in verse 14, “He found in the 

temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money 

changers seated at their tables.”   

 

Now John wasn’t telling us that this was taking place in the Holy of Holies, or the 

Holy Place,  

 

In the court of the Priests, where the sacrifices were offered,  

 

In the court where the Israelite men worshiped,  

 

Nor in that where the women worshiped,  

 

But in the court of the Gentiles – the outer court –  

 

In that space between the outer wall and the temple buildings.   
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Many merchants had gathered there –  

 

With the approval of the Jewish leaders –  

 

To sell their approved sacrificial animals,  

 

To exchange foreign currency for that of the temple,  

 

And to break larger coins into smaller –  

 

All for the purpose of making money.   

 

 

And so what did Jesus do?   

 

He “made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep 

and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and 

overturned their tables; and to those who were selling the doves He said, ‘Take 

these things away; stop making My Father’s house a place of business’”  (vv. 

15-16).   

 

Why did He do this?   

 

First, He did it to fulfill the prophecy that He would cleanse the temple.   

 

The Lord said through Malachi the prophet, “‘Behold, I am going to send My 

messenger, and he will clear the way before Me.  And the Lord, whom you seek, 

will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom 

you delight, behold, He is coming,’ says the LORD of hosts.  But who can 

endure the day of His coming?  And who can stand when He appears?  For He is 

like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.  He will sit as a smelter and purifier of 

silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 

so that they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness.  Then the 

offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of 

old and as in former years” (3:1-4).   

 

 

But He also did it because He loved His Father  

 

And wanted above everything else to see His name honored.   

 

When His disciples saw what He did, they “remembered that it was written, ‘ZEAL 

FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME’” (John 2:17).   
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Now as I said earlier, Jesus did this as an example for you –  

 

That you should also stand up for His and His Father’s honor.   

 

This is your duty.   

 

 

But this should also be your heart.   

 

If you love the Lord, you will find in yourself a zeal for His honor.   

 

You know how it is when someone insults someone you care about –  

 

How it makes you rise up to their defense.   

 

How much more when someone insults the One you love with all your heart, mind, 

soul and strength?   

 

 

If you’re a believer, that’s the kind of love you have for Him –  

 

This is the kind the Spirit creates in His own –  

 

The kind that gives you the highest regard for God and His ways.   

 

That’s what the New Covenant is all about.   

 

The author to the Hebrews, quoting what the Lord said through Jeremiah, writes,  

 

“FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF 

ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD:  I WILL PUT MY 

LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE THEM ON THEIR 

HEARTS. AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY 

PEOPLE” (Heb. 8:10).   

 

This love of the Spirit is what sets you free from sin:   

 

Paul writes, “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from 

the law of sin and of death.  For what the Law could not do, weak as it was 

through the flesh, God did:  sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 

and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the 

requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to 

the flesh but according to the Spirit” (Rom. 8:2-4).   

 

 

How do you know whether He has done this for you?   
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You will see the same things going on in your heart  

 

That were going on in Jesus’:   

 

When you see things being done that you know are not what He wants,  

 

When you hear people saying things that you know are dishonoring to Him,  

 

You will be offended like Jesus was offended,  

 

And you will find yourself not only wanting to do something about it,  

 

But actually doing something.   

 

You will have a zeal for His honor –  

 

The greater your love, the greater your zeal.   

 

 

B.  But this brings us to the second point:  you need to be careful that you express your 

zeal in a way that honors Him.   

 

When Jesus saw what they were doing to His Father’s worship,  

 

He drove them and all out – that was His expression!   

 

Is that what you should do?   

 

That depends on your position and authority?   

 

 

What gave Him the right to do this?   

 

That’s what the leaders of the Temple wanted to know –  

 

As well as those who suddenly found their lucrative businesses abruptly brought to 

an end.   

 

 

In verse 18, we read, “The Jews then said to Him, ‘What sign do You show us as 

your authority for doing these things?’”   

 

In other words, “You’re going to have to answer for what you’ve done,  

 

Unless you can demonstrate that you had the right to do it.”   
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Did Jesus have that right?   

 

Of course He did!   

 

He is God in human flesh.   

 

That was His Temple.   

 

That was His Father’s worship they were violating.   

 

 

So what sign did He choose to show them that this was in fact the case?   

 

He chose the only sign He ever gave to unbelief:  that of the resurrection.   

 

“Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’  

The Jews then said, ‘It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You 

raise it up in three days?’  But He was speaking of the temple of His body.  So 

when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; 

and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken” (vv. 19-

22).   

 

 

Remember what we’ve seen before about signs/miracles:   

 

They are works of divine power, meant to stop traffic, to prove that the one 

speaking is from God.   

 

But Jesus only performed them in the presence either of those either believed or 

might believe –  

 

He did not do them for those who didn’t –  

 

In their case, He always pointed to the resurrection –  

 

Because that was His vindication from the Father:   

 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (v. 19).   

 

He pointed to precisely the same thing in Matthew 12:38-40,  

 

“Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, ‘Teacher, we want to see a 

sign from You.’  But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous 

generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of 
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Jonah the prophet; for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE 

NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be 

three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.’”   

 

The resurrection, as we saw last week, proves that His payment on the cross was 

received by His Father as payment in full for our sins.   

 

But it also proved that everything He said is true.   

 

 

Did Jesus have the right to do what He did in the Temple?   

 

Yes.  His resurrection would prove it –  

 

Not immediately, but later,  

 

And only to those who had faith.   

 

We read in verse 22, “So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples 

remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word 

which Jesus had spoken.”   

 

Did these Jews have faith?  Apparently not!   

 

They thought He was speaking about the literal temple –  

 

They couldn’t see how Jesus could raise it up in a mere three days  

 

When it had originally taken forty-six years to build.   

 

And yet, they left Him alone because the signs He was doing –  

 

As we’ll see in a moment –  

 

Convinced the people that He was their Messiah.   

 

 

What does this say to you about how to express your zeal for God’s glory?   

 

You need to see that Jesus did something that you couldn’t.   

 

He had the authority to cleanse the Temple because He is the Son of God.   

 

You don’t have that authority –  

 

You can’t do things exactly as He did.   
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When you act, you need to do so according to the authority He has given you.   

 

 

In the Solemn League and National Covenant,  

 

Made by Reformed believers in the kingdoms of England, Scotland and Ireland in 

1643,  

 

The leaders in government, in the church, in families, and in society,  

 

Bound themselves to honor God by upholding His Word,  

 

According to the place and the authority God had given them.   

 

They believed this was their duty before God – which it was –  

 

And this is what they wanted to do – because they loved Him.   

 

 

If you are His servant, you will do the same where you are.   

 

If you love Him, you can’t do otherwise.   

 

And so as He gives you authority – in government, in the home, in the church –  

 

Or as He gives you opportunity – in your neighborhood, in the workplace, among 

your family, friends and acquaintances, among your brothers and sisters in 

Christ –  

 

Use your situations to promote God’s honor by upholding His truth.   

 

 

C.  Finally, you need to examine your heart to make sure the zeal you have really is 

from Him.   

 

John closes this section with an interesting comment,  

 

“Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed 

in His name, observing His signs which He was doing.  But Jesus, on His part, 

was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, and because He did 

not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in 

man” (vv. 23-25).   

 

Jesus didn’t perform signs for those whose hearts He knew were bent against Him,  
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But He did for those who believed – such as His disciples –  

 

And for those who might believe – as we see here.   

 

 

But notice Jesus’ attitude towards those who “believed”:   

 

He didn’t entrust Himself to them –  

 

Not as He had towards His disciples.   

 

Why not?   

 

Because He knew what was really in their hearts.   

 

 

There were many who saw His miracles,  

 

Who were convinced that He was from God,  

 

That He was the Messiah,  

 

Who followed Him for a time,  

 

But who turned on Him in the end  

 

Because they really weren’t saved,  

 

Because they didn’t have the saving work of the Spirit in their hearts –  

 

Because they didn’t really love Him.   

 

 

This calls each of us to examine our hearts  

 

To see whether we really have received God’s grace.   

 

 

One way you can do this – in keeping with our theme –  

 

Is by examining the “zeal” you have for God.   

 

Do you have any?   

 

If you do, is it born from a genuine love for God and for your neighbor  
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Or is there some other motive behind it?   

 

 

Many of the Jews claimed to be zealous for God,  

 

And yet their zeal wasn’t for Him, but for themselves –  

 

Out of some sense of self-righteousness.   

 

Paul writes, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is for their 

salvation.  For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in 

accordance with knowledge.  For not knowing about God’s righteousness and 

seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the 

righteousness of God.  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 

everyone who believes” (Rom. 10:1-4).   

 

I’ve met several professing Christians over the years  

 

Who believed they loved God and did what they did for His glory,  

 

But who were more like these Jews than like Christ,  

 

Who did what they did a spirit of legalism, rather than love;  

 

Who wanted others to conform to their standard, rather than God’s;  

 

Who in essence wanted to promote their own agenda, rather than that of Christ.   

 

Not surprisingly, the results, more often than not, were offense and division.   

 

It’s true that truth can and will divide, even if you present it in the most gentle, 

careful and loving way.   

 

But it’s also true that in our zeal for the truth,  

 

We can forget to exercise the kind of love and patience we should.   

 

 

Did Jesus violate this principle when He drove the merchandisers from the 

Temple?   

 

No.   

 

There are times when those we minister to definitely know better and need to be 

rebuked.   
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But there are also times when grace, mercy and patience are the order of the day.   

 

When Jesus and His disciples were traveling towards Jerusalem for the last time,  

 

He sent messengers ahead to a Samaritan village to make arrangements,  

 

But the Samaritans wouldn’t receive Him.   

 

In Luke 9:54-56, we read, “When His disciples James and John saw this, they said, 

‘Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and 

consume them?’  But He turned and rebuked them, and said, ‘You do not know 

what kind of spirit you are of; for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s 

lives, but to save them.’  And they went on to another village.”   

 

Jesus could have stood over His disciples and continually criticized them for their 

sins, but He didn’t.   

 

He exercised a great deal of patience with them,  

 

Because He loved them and wanted them to succeed.   

 

 

All this is to say that when we feel compelled in our spirits  

 

To stand up for something we believe is dishonoring to the Lord,  

 

We need to make sure we do so for the right reasons,  

 

But also with the right heart/spirit –  

 

Whether the one we’re dealing with is a believer or unbeliever,  

 

But especially if that person should be one of Jesus’ children.   

 

We need to weigh the seriousness of the offense against the maturity of that brother 

or sister,  

 

And not rebuke them too strongly,  

 

Or come in a spirit that drives them away from Christ, rather than to Him,  

 

Again, remembering Jesus’ example towards His disciples.   

 

My own sister was driven away from Christianity –  

 

And didn’t return to Christ for many years –  
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Because the church of which she was part, in their misguided zeal,  

 

Severely censured her for something that wasn’t even her fault.   

 

In closing, may God give us the grace to apply this command of the Apostle Paul,  

 

“Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore 

such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too 

will not be tempted.  Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of 

Christ” (Gal. 6:1-2).  Amen.   

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


