
“The Influence of the Kingdom” 

(Matthew 13:33) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw that even though there’s a great deal of bad news all around 

us, we can still be optimistic.   

a.  As Christians, we are to walk by faith, not by sight.   

b.  We are not to draw our conclusions by what we see happening now, but by 

what the Bible says will happen in the future.   

 

2.  Jesus tells us why we can be optimistic in the Parables of the Kingdom.   

a.  The Word of God will be sown; most will reject it, but there will still be 

many who will be saved.   

b.  There will be those who will value it so highly that they will be willing to 

give everything they have to possess it.   

c.  When Christ returns, there will be both tares and wheat in the world; but the 

world will still belong to Him:  it will be His wheat field, not a field of tares.   

d.  And when He comes, He will gather all who are in His kingdom – the good 

and the bad – bring them all to the final judgment, throw the bad away/burn 

then with fire, but keep the good/gather them into His barn/kingdom.   

 

3.  Now that’s good news by itself.  But there’s also good news we often miss 

between its beginning and its end:   

a.  The kingdom will begin small – smaller than all the other kingdoms of the 

earth.  But by the time it reaches maturity, it will become large – larger than 

all other kingdoms in this world – and its influence will become so great, that 

the earthly kings and kingdoms will seek shelter in its branches.   

b.  In other words, Christ’s kingdom will dominate the kingdoms of the world; 

those kingdoms will submit to Him.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  It’s this influence we’ll examine more carefully in the parable of the Leaven this 

morning.   

a.  Our Lord indicates that the application of His redemption will not only be 

world-wide (extensive); it will also permeate everything (intensive).   

b.  This should give us an even greater optimism:  as the Lord has taken such 

care to prepare for His Son’s coming, to provide His Son for the salvation of 

His people, and as He has done so much to prepare to apply that work to the 

world, we see now that it will have more than a passing effect on the world.   

 

2.  What we’ll consider this morning is:   

a.  What the parable of the Leaven says.   

b.  What it means.   
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c.  And how it applies.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what does the parable of the Leaven say?   

1.  As in all the parables, Jesus draws on a very familiar image – the making of 

loaves of bread – to bring across a very important spiritual truth.   

2.  In this parable, it is the leaven that represents the kingdom.   

a.  The leaven is placed in three pecks of flour.   

b.  And as leaven does, it grows, multiplies and spreads, until it works its way 

through the dough and all of it is leavened.   

 

B.  Second, what does this parable mean?  What kind of influence is Jesus telling us 

the kingdom would have?  He tells us that the influence of the kingdom, though it 

begins small, will eventually permeate everything.   

1.  First, the kingdom of heaven is represented by the leaven.   

a.  Leaven is used to represent something that is able to influence something 

else.   

b.  Very often it’s used in Scripture to refer to something negative.   

(i)  Paul uses it to refer to the sin of the man who had his father’s wife and 

how tolerating it was affecting the whole congregation:  “Your boasting is 

not good.  Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of 

dough?  Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you 

are in fact unleavened.  For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed” 

(1 Cor. 5:6-7).   

(a)  The influence was small – it was only one sin.   

(b)  But it was powerful – if not dealt with, it would adversely affect the 

whole congregation.   

(c)  And so it needed to be confronted righteously and removed.   

 

(ii)  He uses the same image to confront the error of the Judaizers in Galatia:  

“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means 

anything, but faith working through love.  You were running well; who 

hindered you from obeying the truth?  This persuasion did not come from 

Him who calls you.  A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough” 

(Gal. 5:6-9).   

(a)  Whether one is circumcised or not for salvation may seem like a small 

thing.   

(b)  But it’s enough to destroy a man.   

(c)  Leaven is influence – in these cases, negative.   

 

c.  But Jesus uses it positively.   

(i)  It still represents an influence with a permeating affect.   

(ii)  But in this case, the affect is uniformly and absolutely good.   

 

2.  Second, the world is represented by the three pecks of flour.   

a.  The leaven was introduced into the flour.   
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b.  Jesus introduced the kingdom of heaven into the world.   

 

3.  Finally, that all the flour was leavened represents the fact that the world in its 

entirety will be permeated by the influence of the kingdom.   

a.  Like the flour before it was leavened, the world was originally without the 

influence of the Gospel, without the restraining and salvific effects of the 

kingdom.   

b.  But like the flour that becomes leavened once the leaven has worked its way 

systematically through the lump of dough, so the entire world will be filled 

with the influence of the kingdom.   

c.  The kingdom’s sway begins small, like that of yeast, but it eventually 

permeates and affects the whole world.   

 

4.  Are there other passages in Scripture that show us this same truth?  There are 

many.  Here are just a few.   

a.  Isaiah tells us that one day the kingdom’s influence will bring peace to the 

world, even as the angels said at the birth of Christ.  “Now it will come about 

that in the last days, the mountain of the house of the LORD will be 

established as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; 

and all the nations will stream to it.  And many peoples will come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 

Jacob; that He may teach us concerning His ways, and that we may walk in 

His paths.’  For the law will go forth from Zion, and the word of the LORD 

from Jerusalem.  And He will judge between the nations, and will render 

decisions for many peoples; and they will hammer their swords into 

plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation will not lift up 

sword against nation, and never again will they learn war” (Cf. Micah 4:1-3).   

b.  David tells us that all the nations will one day worship the Lord, “All the 

ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of 

the nations will worship before You.  For the kingdom is the Lord’s, and He 

rules over the nations.  All the prosperous of the earth will eat and worship, 

all those who go down to the dust will bow before Him, even he who cannot 

keep his soul alive” (Psalm 22:27-29).   

c.  Paul tells us that one day every knee shall bow to Him, and that during the 

present time, while the separation continues between heaven, earth and hell, 

“Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name 

which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and that every 

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).   

d.  This would fulfill what the psalmist said regarding Christ’s rule over the 

nations:  Christ’s enemies would be subdued, but not in their hearts – they 

would submit while still His enemies, “Say to God, ‘How awesome are Your 

works!  Because of the greatness of Your power Your enemies will give 

feigned obedience to You.  All the earth will worship You, and will sing 

praises to You; they will sing praises to Your name’” (Psalm 66:3-4).   
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e.  The author to the Hebrews tells us that this subjection of Christ’s enemies 

began when He ascended to heaven, “But He, having offered one sacrifice for 

sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time 

onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet” (Heb. 10:12-13).   

f.  Paul tells us His reign will not end until all of His enemies have been subdued 

under His authority, “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies 

under His feet” (1 Cor. 15:25).   

g.  Once they are, He will return to vanquish the last enemy:  death.   

(i)  Paul writes, “The last enemy that will be abolished is death” (1 Cor. 

15:26).   

(ii)  This will be defeated when Jesus comes to raise the dead at the last day.  

Paul writes, “But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, 

and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the 

saying that is written, ‘Death is swallowed up in victory’” (v. 54).   

(iii)  If death is the last enemy, and it won’t be defeated until the Second 

Coming, this means that all of His other enemies will be defeated before 

His Second Coming.  They will all bow the knee before He comes again.  

The influence of the kingdom begins small, but it becomes great.   

 

h.  When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed by Your name.  Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:9-10), He actually intended to answer that prayer 

sometime in human history, before His Second Coming.   

(i)  When Paul wrote that every knee would bow to Him in heaven, earth and 

under the earth, he meant before Jesus returned (Phil. 2:9-11).   

(ii)  Isaiah writes, “For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9).   

(iii)  And the psalmist writes, “All nations whom You have made shall come 

and worship before You, O Lord; and they shall glorify Your name” 

(Psalm 86:9).   

 

C.  This should be a great encouragement to us, because it means that the work that we 

do for Him today, and everyday, by His grace, is significant.   

1.  We are not fighting a losing battle, but one the Lord has already won.   

2.  God will build His kingdom through the things we do.   

a.  He will do it through our witness, through our testimony, through our 

evangelism, and through our acts of love and charity.   

b.  It won’t happen automatically.  If we all sit still and do nothing, nothing will 

happen.   

c.  But if by His strength we strive to move forward, these passages tell us that 

God will use our efforts to build His kingdom and cause it to move forward.   

 

3.  I would lastly use this passage to encourage those of you who may be here this 

morning who are not a part of this kingdom, to repent of your sins and turn to 

Christ in faith so that you might become a part of it.   

a.  God’s redemptive kingdom is moving forward.   
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b.  It will advance until it covers the whole earth.   

c.  Everyone will eventually bow the knee to Jesus.   

(i)  You may do this willingly by submitting to Him now, trusting in Him, 

calling Him Lord.   

(ii)  Or you may do so against your will, either when His kingdom comes 

with power in this life, or when you die and must stand before Him as 

your Judge.   

(iii)  Bow your knee now; humble yourself now and ask for His pardon.  He 

is a gracious King and a merciful Lord.  He promises to receive all who 

will come to Him.   

(iv)  If you can’t find it in your heart to do so, pray and ask Him to change 

your heart and make you willing.   

(v)  Once you die, it’s too late.  Don’t harden your heart; while there is still 

time, seek the Lord and live.   

(vi)  May the Lord give all of us ears to hear what the Spirit says to the 

church this morning.  Amen.   
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