
“The Incarnation of Christ” 

(Galatians 4:4-5) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  What we’ve seen to this point in our series on the History of Redemption shows 

us how great Jesus Christ is and how important the work is for which He was 

sent into the world.   

a.  Remember what the Lord did to prepare for His coming, from the very 

beginning to the time He came.   

b.  If we saw the leaders of our country preparing for a visit from a foreign 

dignitary, what would we assume about that visitor?  We’d assume he was 

very important and that he was coming for a very important reason.   

(i)  How much more important must it be when the God who created the 

heavens and earth takes over four thousand years and overturns four world 

empires to prepare for the coming of His Son?   

(ii)  Is it any wonder when Jesus came into Jerusalem, multitudes came out to 

meet Him, spreading palm branches their clothing in His way, and crying 

out “Hosanna to the Son of David” (Matt. 22:8-10).   

 

2.  All these things confirm for us that Jesus is who He said He was – the Son of 

God – and that He did what He came to do – to save us from our sins.   

a.  He is the One God was pointing to through all the ages, the One foretold 

through the types, shadows, and prophecies.   

b.  The evidence was so conclusive that no Jew can honestly deny that He is the 

Messiah, which is why Jesus accused the Jewish leaders of committing the 

unpardonable sin when they accused Him of casting out demons by the 

power of Satan.   

c.  There’s no way the history, the prophecies, the types and shadows could have 

been forged.  The Jews knew they had been written from four to fourteen 

hundreds years before the events of the NT took place, and they knew that 

they were all fulfilled in Jesus Christ.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’re moving on to the second great period in the History of 

Redemption – from the incarnation of Christ to the resurrection, the great 

unveiling of what was veiled in the OT – the short time frame in which the 

whole of His work redemption was done.   

a.  This period lasted only about 34 years, but more was done during this time 

towards the work of actually purchasing redemption than from the beginning 

of the world up until that time.   

(i)  Until then, everything had merely been preparation.   

(ii)  But now everything that had been determined in the eternal counsels of 

the Godhead was going to be accomplished.   
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(a)  It was during this time that He would do what the millions of animals 

sacrificed could not do, but only point to.   

(b)  It was during this time of Christ’s humiliation, from the incarnation to 

the resurrection, that He would pay for our redemption.   

 

b.  When Christ became a man, He began that purchase, from the time He was 

conceived, until the morning He rose again from the dead.   

(i)  Nothing was paid towards it before or after this.   

(ii)  But now that the payment has been made, nothing needs to be done for 

the rest of eternity.   

 

2.  We’ll consider two things in this period of the History of Redemption:  the 

incarnation of Christ (Christ’s becoming a man in order to purchase redemption 

for us) and the purchase itself.   

a.  We’ll begin by looking at the incarnation.   

b.  We’ll consider three things:   

(i)  Why Christ needed to become a man to purchase our redemption.   

(ii)  How Christ became a man to purchase our redemption.   

(iii)  And why Christ became a man when He did to purchase our redemption.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, why did Christ need to become a man to purchase our redemption?   

1.  It’s because as God, He couldn’t have done it.   

a.  He couldn’t have stood in our place and done what we were required to do – 

because, being infinitely and absolutely perfect, He would not have been able 

to submit to obedience or suffer death.   

(i)  As God, He was infinitely above suffering.   

(ii)  And as the absolutely sovereign God, He could not have submitted to the 

Law He had given man.   

 

b.  To purchase our salvation, He had to become a creature – so that He could 

submit, so that He could suffer – but not just any creature, He had to become 

a man; He had to take to Himself our nature.   

(i)  There was a debate among theologians in the Middle Ages as to whether 

Christ could have purchased our salvation if He had become another 

creature, such as a donkey.   

(ii)  The true view was that He had to become a man, otherwise He could not 

have saved us for at least two reasons:   

(a)  Man was obligated by the Law, and so a man needed to keep it.   

(1)  God commanded Adam as the representative of the whole human 

race not to eat of the forbidden tree.   

(2)  And so One who was of Adam’s race needed to obey that 

command.   

 

(b)  Man was also the one who had broken the law, and so One from 

Adam’s race needed to die.   
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(c)  Christ became one with us that He might obey and die for us.   

(d)  This is infinite condescension:  the God who created the world 

became one of His creatures – God became man, that He might 

reconcile us to Himself!   

 

2.  Edwards believed that this also had to take place where man fell.   

a.  This redemption had to happen on the same stage in which man’s rebellion 

took place:  this world.   

(i)  Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, He was sent into the 

world for this purpose, into the world that was cursed because of the Fall.   

(ii)  And so He came into this same world to reverse the curse (John 1:14).   

 

b.  Certainly, the Lord also wanted this redemption to take place where fallen 

man would be able to see it and give Him the glory for it.   

 

B.  Second, how did Christ become a man to purchase our redemption?   

1.  Since Christ needed to become part of the human race, He entered into this 

world by being conceived in someone who was already a part of it:  in the 

Virgin Mary.   

a.  This put Him into the line of Adam – the line that sinned (there is only one 

line).   

b.  This put Him into the family of Abraham – the family of the one to whom 

God had promised:  through his seed all the nations of the earth would be 

blessed.   

c.  This also put Him into the lineage of David – the one to whom the Lord had 

promised that He would seat one of his descendents upon his throne.   

(i)  Both Joseph and Mary were descendents of David.   

(ii)  Mary had to be David’s descendent so that Christ would be physically 

connected to the human race, as well as David’s line.   

(iii)  And Joseph needed to be in David’s line so that the Christ would have 

legal right to His throne.   

 

2.  But how did Christ become a Son of Man without having Adam’s sin imputed to 

Him?   

a.  He had to come in some other way than by ordinary generation.   

b.  As we see in our text, the Spirit took the substance of Mary’s body – so that 

Christ would be connected to the human race, and so that Christ would be the 

seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15) – and He formed the human nature of Christ 

without a man, so that Christ would be the son of a virgin, and not having a 

human father, He would be born without sin – the sin of Adam.   

c.  But don’t forget, though the conception of Jesus was supernatural, His birth 

was not.  Christ both developed in Mary’s womb and was born in the usual 

way.   

 

C.  Finally, why did Christ become a man when He did to purchase our redemption?   
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1.  The Lord brought this conception and birth about at the “fullness of time,” after 

everything in the world was ready.   

a.  The Lord didn’t send Christ before the Flood, so that the curse might work its 

way through the Creation, so that its affects could be fully seen.   

b.  The Lord didn’t allow Christ to be born before Moses, so that the evil of sin 

could be seen in all of mankind falling away from God – the curse needed to 

bring the world into darkness, so that the light would shine all the brighter.   

c.  He didn’t allow Christ to come until the curse had also worked itself through 

the nation of Israel, so that they would see their need of the Great Physician.   

d.  The Lord didn’t send His Son until long after the Flood, that the world might 

again be filled with people, and that Satan’s kingdom might reach its height 

(as it did in Rome, the greatest of the four world dominions), before the Lord 

sent out His grace and power through the Gospel, so that His kingdom might 

be seen to be greater and its power more visible.   

 

2.  As we’ve also seen, the Lord didn’t allow His Son to come into the world until:   

a.  He had dispersed Israel throughout the world to prepare the Gentiles to 

receive the Gospel.   

b.  He had brought a common language that would allow both the dispersed 

Jews and the Gentiles to be exposed to the OT, and that would allow the 

Gospel to be preached in a common language.   

c.  And He had brought about worldwide peace, better roads and better 

communication that would allow the Gospel to spread quickly.   

d.  The Lord sent His Son into the world in the fullness of time, to be born of a 

woman – to become a man – that He might purchase our salvation.   

e.  He is the only One God has sent as a Savior, and if you want to be saved, you 

must turn from your sins and trust in Jesus Christ.   

 

III.  In closing, let’s consider two additional things that happened in conjunction with the 

incarnation:   

A.  First, the return of the Spirit of prophecy.   

1.  We saw before how the Spirit ceased giving special revelation with Malachi’s 

prophecy – after He had pointed to the next event on the prophetic horizon.   

2.  But now, with the coming of the greatest event in all redemptive history, He 

returns.   

a.  In the message given to Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist; with the 

angel’s message to Mary regarding the conception and birth of Jesus; in the 

vision given to Joseph regarding how Mary conceived; in the words Elizabeth 

spoke when Mary came to visit her; in the words Mary spoke in response to 

Elizabeth (the Magnificat; Luke 1:46ff); in the words Zacharias spoke at the 

birth of John (v. 64); in the word of the angels to the shepherds (Luke 2:9); in 

the words Simeon spoke when Joseph and Mary took Jesus to the Temple 

(Luke 2:25); in the words Anna spoke when she saw the child (v. 36); in 

leading the wise men from the east to find the child; to Joseph again in telling 

him to take the child and flee into Egypt; in again telling Joseph to return, etc.   
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b.  This was a time when there was a great explosion of revelation because the 

greatest redemptive event in all of history was taking place.   

 

B.  And second, consistent with this being the greatest event, there was also the 

greatest rejoicing taking place, both in heaven and on earth.   

1.  Heaven rejoiced at His birth.   

a.  The heavenly choir, that first sang at the creation of the world (Job 38:7), 

sang at the beginning of the New Creation in Christ.   

b.  This is something they had been looking forward to for a long time (1 Pet. 

1:12) and had long been laboring towards (Heb. 1:14).   

 

2.  And, of course, there was rejoicing also on earth.   

a.  Elizabeth rejoiced when Mary came to visit her, and so did Mary.   

b.  John the Baptist leaped in his mother’s womb for joy.   

c.  The shepherds rejoiced, Zacharias rejoiced, Simeon, Anna, and the wise men 

from the east rejoiced at His birth.   

d.  This all was to bear witness to the importance of this person, of the 

importance of this event.   

e.  Next week, we’ll consider the price Christ paid to purchase salvation for us.  

Amen.   


