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Introduction:  What were things really like in the first century church?  They didn’t have the problems we 
are faced with today, did they?  Sometimes we tend to think that back during the days when the apostles 
were still around that there were no problems in the church, especially disagreements over what the Bible 
taught.  How could there be when there were men there who could give an authoritative and infallible 
answer on any issue.  Well if you’ve read your Bible lately, you know that this was not the case.  They had 
problems, all of the churches did.  This is the reason why most of the New Testament letters were written:  
to address these problems.  This is why the first letter to the Corinthians was written.   
  The Corinthian Church, sad to say, had many difficulties, not the least of which was division.  There 
were, of course, many reasons for these divisions, as there always are, but the main reason seemed to be a 
party spirit.  Some apparently had been brought to Christ by one man’s ministry and others by someone 
else.  Some had been baptized by one man, and some by another.  The people seemed to be respecting and 
identifying with one man over another, and it was stirring up contention.  Paul wrote to the Corinthians, 
“For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among 
you.  Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, ‘I am of Paul,’ and ‘I of Apollos,’ and ‘I of Cephas,’ 
and ‘I of Christ’” (1:11-12).  They had problems.  They were divided.  But Paul reminded them that they 
shouldn’t be.  They had something that was supposed to overcome this, something that cemented and glued 
them all together.  It was the fact that they were all members of one body, the body of Christ.  He 
continues, “Has Christ been divided?  Paul was not crucified for you, was he?  Or were you baptized in the 
name of Paul?” (v. 13).  Paul, Apollos and Cephas, or Peter, who are they?  They are all just men.  They are 
merely the instruments through which the Lord brought the Corinthians to faith.  He writes, “What then is 
Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to 
each one.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.  So then neither the one who plants 
nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth” (3:5-7).  These men weren’t all that 
significant.  What really mattered was that God had saved them and placed them all in Christ.  Now they 
were all members of that one body, and as members of one body, they were not to be divided but united.  
And so Paul writes, “Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, 
and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same 
judgment” (1:10).  Paul was exhorting them to unity.  But in order for there to be unity, there had to be 
agreement, they needed to be of the same mind and have the same judgment.   
  Things haven’t changed much today.  There is still a great deal of division within the Christian 
church.  Only now there are many more issues over which the church is divided.  When we look at the 
history of the church, we see not only its movement forward as it seeks to bring the men, women and 
children of every nation to Christ, we also see its progress in understanding the Scripture.  The history of 
the church is a history of ideas as well as of mission.  But it’s interesting to note that with each new 
significant doctrine that was discovered, whether it was true or false, there was also significant 
disagreement and division over it.  There were those who took one side of the issue and those who took the 
other, and it created separation.  One only has to think about the Arian controversy of the fourth century, or 
the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century to see that this was true.  And now look at us today.  
Look at all the divisions there are.  Can anyone tell by looking at us, at the thousands of Christian 
denominations that exist today, that we are all one in Christ?  It’s doubtful.  They’re more likely to think 
that Christianity isn’t true.  Christians say that they want to reconcile man with God, but yet they seem to 
be unable to reconcile with one another.  Now this is a very real problem, because there are many issues 
which separate us, some of which are very serious.  Let me explain.  There are at least three levels of 
importance when it comes to the teachings of Scripture.  There are those which are of first importance, 
those which are at the very foundation of the Christian faith, such as justification by grace alone through 
faith alone, the deity of Christ, the Trinity, and the Virgin Birth.  If you don’t hold to these, you can’t even 
be considered a Christian.  Then there are matters of secondary importance, the things which distinguish us 
into particular denominations.  For instance, we are Reformed, which means that we not only hold to the 
fundamentals of the faith, but also to such things as the absolute sovereignty of God in salvation, 
Presbyterian church government, and a covenantal view of Scripture.  But there are still matters of less 



 

importance, a third level if you will, which are perhaps the things which divide us from other Reformed 
Churches, differences which exist within our own denomination, but which are still compatible with our 
Confession of Faith, such as whether or not to sing psalms exclusively, whether or not to use instruments in 
worship, whether or not to require strict subscription to the Creeds of the church, and many other issues 
like this.   
  Now that there is division in the church is an understatement.  But the question arises, Does the 
Lord want this kind of division?  I think we would all agree that sometimes division is necessary for the 
peace and purity of the church.  For instance, the Reformers would never have been able to serve God in 
the Roman Church, because it was far too corrupt.  But this isn’t always the case.  Sometimes I think we 
are far too quick to separate.  Again, Paul writes, “Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.”  It is not God’s will that there be division.  But seeing all the 
differences of opinion which exist in the church today, even the in-house differences, how is it possible for 
all of us to agree and remain undivided?  Are we to sacrifice the truth in order to promote unity?  No, we 
can’t do that.  We can never violate our consciences by believing or doing the things we believe are wrong 
without serious consequences.  As Luther said, To go against conscience is neither right nor safe.  What 
then can we do?  Paul gives us the key in this book of 1 Corinthians, and the key is two-fold.  The first 
comes from the passage I just read:  We must be made complete in the same mind and in the same 
judgment, which means we must continue to work towards doctrinal unity until we can all agree on what 
the truth is.  This is why Luther and Zwingli and many other theologians of the church met at the Marburg 
Collequy.  If they could only have agreed on the Lord’s Supper, they would have greatly strengthened the 
Protestant movement against the church of Rome.  But Luther could not violate his conscience by denying 
his belief in the real bodily presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper, and so the effort failed.  But they were 
doing the right thing.  They were working towards unity, even though the effort failed.  But what can be 
done in the meantime, while we are working through our differences, when our particular beliefs make it 
difficult for us to do certain things together?  We should first of all focus on our similarities and work 
together in the areas in which we can.  And in the mean time, while we are struggling over our differences, 
we need to commit ourselves to love and forebear with one another, until we can work through them.  Love 
is the only thing which can keep us together.  What is it that keeps a marriage together when a husband and 
wife disagree except love, love for each other and love for Christ?  And what is it that causes a marriage to 
fail, except the lack or absence of love?  We must love one another.  Love is called by Paul the perfect 
bond of unity (Col. 3:14).  “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the Law” 
(Rom. 13:10).  Though those on the outside of the church might not be able to tell that the body of Christ is 
unified by looking at all the denominations which exist today, they should be able to tell that we are all 
Christians, that we are all members of one body, by our love for one another (John 13:35).   
  What I would like for us to do over the next few Sunday evenings is to refresh our memories again 
with what Christian charity, or love, is all about.  We are all bound together as members of Christ’s body 
by faith.  We are all one in Christ.  But that principle which actually brings this unity about in reality is the 
love which God puts in our heart.  It is that vital principle which must be at work in us, or in the long run 
we will only create more division and strife in the body of Christ.  If we don’t exercise it, rather than 
showing the world we are His disciples, we end up testifying against ourselves that we are not.  I think we 
would all admit that we fall very short in this department.  As your pastor I am deeply aware of my own 
shortcomings here.  It is my hope and prayer that the Lord will again revive within us this love He speaks 
of in 1 Corinthians 13, that we might again love one another as He calls us to.   
  Now since I have taken so long in the introduction, I would like to deal with only one introductory 
point, and that is that  
 
  Every Christian already possesses the kind of love Paul speaks of in 1 Corinthians 13.   
 
I.  Now, every Christian doesn’t have this love in it’s perfection.  We don’t love perfectly, but we do 

have this love already in our hearts this evening, if we are Christians.  God is love, and the one 
who has the Spirit of God dwelling in him will have this love dwelling in him as well.   
A.  As Christians, Peter tells us that we have become partakers of the divine nature.   

1.  He writes in his introduction to his second letter, “Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ, to those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of 



 

our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of 
God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything 
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own 
glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent 
promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world by lust” (1:1-4).   
a.  First, we need to understand that by becoming partakers of the divine nature, Peter does not 

mean that we somehow have become little gods.   
b.  We do partake of God’s nature, but it is His moral nature, His holiness, those attributes which 

can be given to us.  We do not partake of those attributes which are His alone as God.   
 
2.  I think this comes out very clearly in the next verses, where Peter writes, “Now for this very 

reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral 
excellence, knowledge; 6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, 
perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness; 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, 
and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they 
render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1:5-8).   
a.  The things which Peter lists here are all moral qualities:  moral excellence, knowledge, self-

control, perseverance, godliness, and brotherly kindness, all of which culminate in love.  This 
is the essence of the divine nature:  it is love, or what is the same thing, holiness.   

b.  This divine nature expresses itself in love to God and man.  This is what man lost in the fall, 
and what is restored in Christ.  When we are saved by Christ, then He begins to transform us 
into His image, an image which is characterized by love.   

3.  Now the essence of this divine nature is the Holy Spirit.  He is the Spirit of God, the Spirit of 
love.   
a.  Paul says that the fruit He bears in our lives is love.  He writes, “But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law” (Gal. 5:22-23).  Notice that all of these fruits flow from the same 
fountain, and that fountain is love.  And he writes in Romans 5:5 that “the love of God has 
been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”   

b.  Once it is there, it becomes a powerful principle which motivates us to do all that the Lord 
commands us to do.  What is it that fulfills the Law, after all, except love toward God and 
man?  Paul writes, “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the 
law” (Rom. 13:10).  And John writes, in 1 John 4:12-13, “No one has beheld God at any 
time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.  By this we 
know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.”   

 
 

4.  It is this love which works in everything we do as Christians.  It even, and most importantly, 
works in the faith that we exercise towards the Lord.   
a.  Paul writes, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but 

faith working through love” (Gal. 5:6).   
b.  What is the difference between a living faith and a dead one?  What is the difference between 

the faith of devils and that of the saints?  It is love.   
c.  The devils believe the facts about Christ.  A person who has a dead faith does as well.  But 

are they saved by that faith?  No.  They lack the love which is the heart and soul of faith.  
True faith accepts and embraces Christ.  It is the act of the soul choosing Christ in love as its 
dearest portion.  Love is what makes faith alive.  This is what they don’t have.   

d.  This means that everything we do, we are not only to do in faith, but also in love.  Whatever 
we do for the Lord which doesn’t have this love in it, it is not acceptable to Him.  It is a dead 
work.   

e.  Love then is important.  It is that without which a Christian cannot be a Christian.  Without it 
we cannot please God.  Without it, we will certainly never make any progress toward healing 
the divisions in Christ’s church.   

 



 

B.  But the second thing we need to realize is that even though we have this love in us by the Holy 
Spirit, it is not yet perfect.   
1.  This is to say that our love can sometimes grow cold if we are not careful to keep it hot.  This is 

why we are commanded again and again in Scripture to love.   
a.  Peter writes, “Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love 

of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart” (1 Peter 1:22).   
b.  Jesus says, “ You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your mind” (Matt. 22:37), and, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (v. 39).  
And He says, “But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you” 
(Matt. 5:44).   

c.  John writes, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God” (1 John 4:7).   

d.  And Paul writes, “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:1-3).   

e.  The number of exhortations to love in Scripture shows us that it is possible for us to fail to 
love as we should.  Sometimes even as Christians our love can grow weak and need to be 
rekindled again by God’s Word and His Spirit.  Without it, we will surely continue to divide 
Christ’s church.  But with it, we can work toward unity, and even obtain it.   

 
2.  It is my prayer that the Lord will rekindle His love in us, that kind of love which is described for 

us in 1 Corinthians 13, so that as He continues in His Providence to bring areas to our attention 
where we disagree with one another, we would still be able to love one another and commit 
ourselves to work through these issues until we find agreement.  May the Lord grant us all the 
grace to do so.  Amen.   


