
"The Immutability of God 
(Malachi 3: 6 )  

Introduction: Over the past several weeks we have been looking at 
the attributes of our infinite God, He is the ALL-POWERFUL ONE who 
created the heavens and the earth and all things in them by His 
Word; the One who KNOWS ALL THINGS that are actual and all things 
possible and so knows everything about you, in the present and in 
the future; the One who is EVERYWHERE AT ONCE and so is always 
present with you to protect and guide you; the One who has ABSOLUTE 
SOVEREIGNTY over all He creates and disposes His creation as He 
wills, and so directs the events of your life for His ultimate 
glory and your ultimate good; the One who is HOLY, RIGHTEOUS AND 
JUST, and who provided perfect righteousness for you that you might 
be holy before Him; the One who DWELLS OUTSIDE OF TIME in the 
eternal present and so always exists to fulfill His promises; the 
One WHO IS SPIRIT, who must be worshiped in Spirit and in truth, 
and who gives you freely of His Spirit to apply to you Christ's 
benefits; the One who STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING because He existed 
before all things and all things depend on Him for their existence; 
the One who is GOOD, MERCIFUL, LOVING, GRACIOUS, AND PATIENT 
towards you; the One who is TRUTH itself; the One who is ALL-WISE; 
the One who has EXISTED ETERNALLY AS A TRIUNE BEING, and as a 
Triune Being worked out the eternal plan of Redemption in time in 
order to redeem you to Himself. 

This God that we have been learning about, this infinite and 
eternal Being, this One who loved you so much that He sent His only 
begotten Son to die for your sins and to give you an everlasting 
inheritance in the heavens, this God is eternally the same. And 
what I want you to see in this text this evening is, 

The infinite God of Scripture never changes nor can be 
changed by anything He has made, so that He always remains the 
same and is faithful to uphold what He has promised. 

(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

I. Your Infinite God Never Changes. 
A. God Is Immutable. 

1. God Does Not Change. 
a. This is a clearly taught Biblical principle. 

Ex. 3: 14 "AND GOD SAID TO MOSES, ' I AM WHO I 
AM'; AND HE SAID, 'THUS YOU SHALL SAY TO THE 
SONS OF ISRAEL, "I AM HAS SENT ME TO YOU. '" " 
Rom. 1: 22-23 "PROFESSING TO BE WISE, THEY 
BECAME FOOLS, AND EXCHANGED THE GLORY OF THE 
INCORRUPTIBLE GOD FOR AN IMAGE IN THE FORM OF 
CORRUPTIBLE MAN AND OF BIRDS AND FOUR-FOOTED 
ANIMALS AND CRAWLING CREATURES." 
Heb. 1: 11, 12 "THEY WILL PERISH, BUT THOU 
REMAINEST; AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME OLD AS A 
GARMENT, AND AS A MANTLE THOU WILT ROLL THEM 
UP' AS A GARMENT THEY WILL ALSO BE CHANGED. 
BUT THOU ARE THE SAME, AND THY YEARS WILL NOT 
COME TO AN END. " 
James 1:17 "EVERY GOOD THING BESTOWED AND 
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EVERY PERFECT GIFT IS FROM ABOVE, COMING DOWN 
FROM THE FATHER OF LIGHTS, WITH WHOM THERE IS 
NO VARIATION, OR SHIFTING SHADOW.” 

b. God does not change in His Being. 
(il There is no growth in God. 

(iil There is no decay. 
(iiil Any change of necessity must be for the better 

or worse. 
(a) But God is perfect. 
(bl If He changed for the better, then He 

(cl If He changed for the worse, then He 

(dl No, God is perfect from all eternity and 

would not have been perfect before. 

would no longer be perfect. 

to all eternity. 

c. God does not change in His perfections. 
They are different aspects of God. 
If any of them were altered, He would cease to 
be God. 

possesses, but different ways of viewing the 
whole of God’s perfections, to change or 
remove any one of them would be for this Being 
to cease being God. 
(a) Christ, for example, is the Son of God. 
(bl He did not cease to be God when He became 

(cl His emptying Himself did not consist in 

(il 
(iil 

(iiil But because these are not things which God 

a man. 

the giving up of any of His attributes of 
Deity. 

(dl Rather, it consisted in His taking upon 
Himself the humbling flesh of humanity. 

(el And in this state, as the God-man, He 
poured out His soul unto death. 

(fl Christ could not have changed in His 
essential attributes without ceasing to 
be God. 

d. God does not change in His purposes and promises. 
Every word of His Law ever remains the 
reflection of His holy nature and so remains 
binding in all ages. 

of their sins and exercise saving faith in 
Christ never fails. 
As well as His threats to punish sin to the 
uttermost in those who violate His holy 
commandments. 

(ivl God’s holy decrees shall all be accomplished 
and not one of them shall fail, because they 
are founded upon a changeless nature. 

(il 

(iil His promise of eternal life to all who repent 

(iiil 

2. It is impossible that He ever should change. 
a. God has existed as He is from all eternity. 

(il He is a timeless Being. 
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(iil There is no progression of time, only the 
eternal now. 

b. He existed alone from all eternity. 
(il Nothing existed besides God. 

(iil God is the source of all that there is. 
(iiil And nothing exists but what He has made. 

c. So what could possibly have existed that could 
bring about change? 
(il Change occurs when there is some kind of 

interaction. A MISSILE SHOT INTO SPACE WOULD 
CONTINUE IN THE SAME PATH FOREVER UNLESS ACTED 
ON BY AN OUTSIDE FORCE. 

(iil Since there was neither matter nor spirit, nor 
any other intelligence besides God, what could 
change Him? 

(iiil The answer is nothing. God does not change. 

B. The Bible Sometimes Seems to Indicate that There Is a 
Change in the Deity, But In Reality It Is Not a Change in 
God at All, But a Change in Man’s Relationship to God. 
(God Doesn’t Change, But Man Changes In His Relationship to 
Him). 
1.  God is ever the same and never changes, yet the Bible 

seems to indicate that there is change in God. 
a. Did not the God who has existed from all eternity 

b. Did not the eternal Spirit of God in time take up 

c. Is not God represented in Scripture as revealing 

decide to create the world? 

residence in the Church of God? 

Himself and hiding Himself? 
As repenting and changing His mind? 
with man as unregenerate different from when he is 
regenerate? 
(il Exodus 32: 9-14. 

As coming and going? 
As dealing 

(iil Jonah 3: 10 ”WHEN GOD SAW THEIR DEEDS, THAT 
THEY TURNED FROM THEIR WICKED WAY, THEN GOD 
RELENTED CONCERNING THE CALAMITY WHICH HE HAD 
DECLARED HE WOULD BRING UPON THEM. AND HE DID 
NOT DO IT.” 

ABOMINATION TO THE LORD, BUT THE BLAMELESS IN 
THEIR WALK ARE HIS DELIGHT.” 

(iiil Prov. 11: 20 ”THE PERVERSE IN HEART ARE AN 

2. However, this is not a change in God, His being and 
purposes ever remain the same. 
a. The fact that God does not change in His being, 

attributes or purposes does not mean that God does 
not do anything at all; He is not static. 
(il God is continually moving and in action. 

(iil God is constantly at work in the believer both 
to will and to do of His good pleasure. 

(iiil He is at work in the unbeliever upholding his 
life, giving him existence and strength, and 
convicting him of his sinfulness. 



4 

(ivl There is change around Him, and change in his 
relations with man, but there is no change in 
His being. 
His purpose to create was eternally with Him, 
and He did not change when He brought about 
all things by the single exercise of His will. 

(vil The fact that the Second person of the Godhead 
became incarnate represents no change in the will 
of God for it was His eternal good pleasure to 
send the Son into the world to redeem His elect. 

(vl 

b. And when the Bible says that God changes in His 
relationship to man, it is not God who changes, He 
ever remains the same; rather, the change is in 
man’s relationship to Him. 
(il It is what we call an anthropomorphic expression. 

(iil All of our language about God is 
anthropomorphic; we could never understand 
anything about God except in our own language. 

RATHER, MAN CHANGES IN RELATION TO THE WILL OF 
GOD AS AN OBJECT MAY CHANGE ITS POSITION IN 
RELATION TO THE SHADOW CAST BY A TREE. 

(iiil God does not change in these instances, 

c. Therefore God cannot change in His Being and can 
never change what He has purposed. 

11. Therefore, His Covenanted People Will Always Experience His 
Mercies. 
A. Because God Does Not Change, It Is Impossible that Any of 

His Will Could Ever Be Changed or Altered. 
1.  What God has determined in eternity, He will perform. 
2. God’s plan has been eternally present in His mind. 
3.  Because He has determined whatsoever comes to pass in 

eternity and it is He who determined it, nothing which 
actually happens in history can affect His will or 
change His mind. 

4. Since He is the One who determines history beforehand, 
how could those events take Him by surprise so as to 
change His mind in the slightest way? They could not! 

B. And Because God Has Purposed to Make a Covenant with His 
People in Christ, It Is Certain that He Will Save to the 
Uttermost Those Who Have Fled For Refuge in Christ. 
1.  God has promised great and precious things to you who 

have trusted Christ for salvation. 
a. He has promised you present preservation from the 

wrath of God. 
(il The post-exilic Israelites deserved God’s wrath. 

But it was because the promises of God to Abraham 
do not change that they were not instantly 
consumed by His anger (cf. Romans ll:28f). 
Even so you, when you daily commit acts of sin 
against God, which in themselves merit His 
infinite wrath, are not consumed for Christ’s 
sake. 

(iil 

(iiil 
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b. He has promised you escape from the most horrible 
and certain future wrath of God. 
(il The day of God’s wrath will be a day of weeping 

and gnashing of teeth for the unbeliever. 
(iil But the believer will stand without fear before 

God because of Christ. 

c. He has promised to preserve you to the end and to 
confirm you in righteousness. 
(il You could never continue to persevere in the ways 

of Christ unless God’s Spirit was at work in you. 
But you need the grace of God daily to restrain 
your indwelling evil, lest it break forth and 
drive you into gross sin and abominable idolatry. 

(iil 

d. He has promised to give you an everlasting 
inheritance in the heavens. 
(il You are heirs of the kingdom, and joint heirs 

with Christ. 
You are to reign with Christ for all eternity. 
Even now you are united with the Christ who 
reigns over His kingdom. 

awaits the consummation of the times. 

promised. 

(iil 
(iiil 

(ivl But the fullness of that inheritance yet 

(vl When that time comes, you will receive what was 

2. The accomplishment of those promises are based upon the 
integrity of a changeless Being. 
a. These promises to you are sure. 
b. The One who never changes has promised them to you. 
c. He has entered into covenant with you in Christ. 

(il That is, united to Christ, these promises are 
yours. 

all, but the expectation of His wrath and judgment. 
(iil Outside of Christ, you have absolutely nothing at 

3.  Therefore, all that God has promised you will actually 
take place. 
a. Because God is truth itself and never changes, the 

fact that He has promised these things to you is a 
guarantee to you. 

will possess them in their fullness. 
(il 

b. What He has promised you, you do possess; and you 

You will persevere to the end. 
(iil You will obtain the crown. 

(ivl 
(iiil You will inherit the kingdom. 

You will stand before Him on that day holy and 
blameless as He promised you would and He will 
acquit you in the day of His judgment for 
Christ’s sake. 

(vl And you will enjoy the blessedness of being in 
His presence for the rest of eternity. 

4. People of God, trust in the promises of your Lord who cannot 



6 

fail to do what He has sworn to uphold and obey His Word. 
a. Enter into the blessed assurance which is yours if 

you are a believer in the promises of God. 
b. The only thing that keeps you from it now is a lack of 

trusting what the Lord has said. 
c. Failure on your part to do God’s will can also bring 

with it a decrease of the blessing of assurance. 
d. If you would only learn to trust Him more, what 

hope would be yours, what rejoicing, what bliss, 
what heaven on earth. 

e. But all too often we do not believe His Word as we 
ought and fall short of so many of our comforts. 

f. Believe the promises of God, for He is a God who 
never changes, and He is a God who never fails to 
do all that He has promised. Amen. 


