
“The Holy City” 
(2 Samuel 5:1-10)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve seen that at the time of David, there was an explosion of divine light:  the 

Lord provided numerous pictures and prophecies regarding Jesus.   

a.  David was a picture of Jesus:   

(i)  As king, he was a picture of Christ’s coming kingship.   

(ii)  As a man after God’s own heart, he was a picture of Christ’s holiness.   

(iii)  As a prophet, he was picture of the fact Christ would be a prophet.   

 

b.  When David’s line was established as the line of kings in Israel, this was the 

establishing of the throne of Christ:  He is the Son of David who has the right 

to rule and who does in fact rule today on David’s throne in the heavenly 

Jerusalem, something we’ll return to in a minute.   

c.  With the coming of David, there were also several divinely inspired books 

added to the Scriptural canon:  Joshua, Judges, Ruth, and Samuel.   

d.  And with David’s exercise of his own prophetic gift, there were several 

divine songs added to Scripture, which were full of references to Jesus Christ, 

which were now to be used in worship, that would have the effect of keeping 

the coming of Christ continually before God’s people.   

 

2.  What a great blessing this was for God’s people.   

a.  There was only a small window of time in which anyone could have seen 

Jesus Christ:  He lived on this earth for only about thirty three and a half 

years.   

b.  Everyone else who has ever seen Him has had to look at Him through 

Scripture – which is why the Scripture is so important.   

c.  “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ” (Rom. 

10:17):   the more Scripture God gives, the more Christ can be seen and 

heard.   

d.  Seeing how important Scripture is, you can see how precious this revelation 

was:  it is the means of their salvation even as it is ours.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But the pictures don’t end here – the Lord added something more at the time of 

David.   

a.  Having called David apart, having given these pictures through him, his 

offices, and his writings – as well as those of Samuel and the prophets – the 

Lord now provides a wonderful picture of His church in the city of 

Jerusalem.   
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b.  We see now David conquer that city where the Lord was pleased to place His 

name and show His people something of the glory and beauty of the true 

church.   

 

2.  This morning, we’ll consider two things:   

a.  First, that the Lord chose Jerusalem as the city where He would dwell.   

b.  Second, that in doing this, He was providing His people with a picture of the 

true church.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see the Lord chose Jerusalem as the city where He would dwell.   

1.  The Lord had already made a provision in the Law that His people were to bring 

their sacrifices to a particular place that He would choose:  “But you shall seek 

the LORD at the place which the LORD your God will choose from all your 

tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and there you shall come.  

There you shall bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the 

contribution of your hand, your votive offerings, your freewill offerings, and the 

firstborn of your herd and of your flock.  There also you and your households 

shall eat before the LORD your God, and rejoice in all your undertakings in 

which the LORD your God has blessed you” (Deu. 12:5-7).   

2.  But up to this point, the Lord had not designated that place:   

a.  He couldn’t as long as they were outside the land, as long as the land 

remained unconquered, as long as the kingship was not established.   

(i)  Saul appeared to be a temporary king:  the Lord gave His people a king 

after their own heart, one that they wanted, like that of the other nations, to 

show them that this was not the kind of king they needed.   

(ii)  But having replaced Saul with a king after God’s own heart, the kind of 

king that would be a blessing to them, He now established a permanent 

place for sacrifices, in the very place the king would rule.   

 

b.  They were always to worship at the tabernacle, where the Lord’s ark was 

kept; but that tabernacle was frequently moved around.  Now the Lord chose 

the city where it would permanently reside:  Jerusalem.   

(i)  Jerusalem was once a city where the Lord was worshipped.   

(a)  Remember there were people who were descended from Shem, who 

worshipped God outside of Abraham’s descendants.   

(b)  That true worship eventually died off outside of Israel when the Lord 

turned more specifically to Abraham and his family.   

(c)  But at the time of Abraham, there was a very important and godly king 

and priest who reigned over Jerusalem:  Melchizedek.   

 

(ii)  By the time of the Conquest, however, the true religion had died out in 

Jerusalem.   

(a)  Those who lived there were God’s enemies and so the enemy of His 

people.   
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(b)  They had never been conquered all the time Israel dwelt in the land to 

the time of David.  We read in Joshua 15:63, “Now as for the Jebusites, 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the sons of Judah could not drive them 

out; so the Jebusites live with the sons of Judah at Jerusalem until this 

day.”   

(c)  But David finally subdued them and captured the city as we see in our 

text; he made it the royal city, but God also chose it to be His holy city.   

 

B.  Second, one of His main purposes in choosing Jerusalem was that it might be a 

picture of His NT church.   

1.  Jerusalem is called the holy city in Scripture because the Lord set it apart for 

Himself.   

a.  It was here the Lord was pleased to place His name; it was here David would 

bring up the ark; it was here the Lord would have His temple built:  on the 

threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite (2 Sam. 24).   

b.  We read in 2 Chronicles 6:5-6, “Since the day that I brought My people from 

the land of Egypt, I did not choose a city out of all the tribes of Israel in 

which to build a house that My name might be there, nor did I choose any 

man for a leader over My people Israel; but I have chosen Jerusalem that My 

name might be there, and I have chosen David to be over My people Israel” 

(Cf. 12:13).   

 

2.  The Lord not only gave His people types, Scripture, prophecies and psalms 

revealing His Son at the time of David, He gave them a great picture of the 

church and its redemption in Jerusalem.   

a.  Notice the parallel between what David did for Jerusalem and what Christ did 

for His church.   

(i)  David, the captain of the armies of Israel, was the one who redeemed 

Jerusalem from the hands of the Jebusites that it might be God’s holy city, 

the place of His rest, where He would dwell forever.   

(ii)  Christ, the Captain of the Lord’s armies, redeemed His church from the 

hand of the devil in order to make it His holy and beloved city where He 

might dwell forever.   

 

b.  Consider how the authors of the NT refer to the church as Zion or Jerusalem:   

(i)  Paul writes to the Galatians, “Tell me, you who want to be under law, do 

you not listen to the law?  For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one 

by the bondwoman and one by the free woman.  But the son by the 

bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free 

woman through the promise.  This is allegorically speaking, for these 

women are two covenants:  one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing 

children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar.  Now this Hagar is Mount 

Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in 

slavery with her children.  But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our 

mother” (Gal. 4:21-26).   

(a)  We see two mountains from which two groups of people emerge.   
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(1)  There is Mount Sinai – where the Law was given – and those who 

seek to be justified or saved by that Law – ethnic Israel.   

(2)  And there is Mount Zion – from which the Gospel goes forth – and 

those who are justified by the righteousness of Jesus Christ.   

 

(b)  There are two cities:   

(i)  The present Jerusalem that is in slavery to sin because they are 

enslaved to the Law to be justified or condemned by it.   

(ii)  And the Jerusalem above that is freed from sin by the grace of 

Jesus Christ.   

 

(ii)  Consider also the author to the Hebrews, “For you have not come to a 

mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and 

gloom and whirlwind, and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words 

which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word 

be spoken to them.  For they could not bear the command, ‘If even a beast 

touched the mountain, it will be stoned.’  And so terrible was the sight, 

that Moses said, ‘I am full of fear and trembling.’  But you have come to 

Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 

to myriads of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn 

who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits 

of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 

covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of 

Abel” (Heb. 12:18-24).   

(a)  Again, two mountains, two cities, two peoples – one under the 

condemnation, and one saved by God’s grace.   

(b)  The author uses Mount Zion and Jerusalem to refer to the NT church, 

showing us that this is what they pointed to in the OT.   

 

(iii)  As you’ll also recall, the church is often referred to as the New 

Jerusalem in the book of Revelation.   

 

c.  This was the city where the Lord first gathered His disciples together after 

His resurrection (Acts 1:1-5), where He poured out His Spirit on the day of 

Pentecost (2:1-4); this is the place from which the Gospel was to go forth into 

all the world (1:6-8).  The Lord ordained that the Gospel would go forth from 

Zion, as the Law had gone forth from Mount Sinai.   

 

3.  Once the type had been fulfilled, once the reality had come, the earthly 

Jerusalem ceased to be the place of God’s dwelling – as we see in the veil being 

torn, in the Jews continuing to persecute Christ and Christians, and in the Lord’s 

judgment being pronounced and carried out against Jerusalem.   

a.  The Lord was not intending to restore the kingdom to an ethnic Israel in an 

earthly Jerusalem.   
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b.  But He would gather His elect Jews and Gentiles as living stones into a 

spiritual temple that He would forever inhabit, known as the New Jerusalem, 

or the NT Church.   

 

III.  Application.   

A.  Needless to say, it would be a great blessing to be a part of this heavenly city.   

1.  Those who are part of it are made perfect.   

2.  They are perfectly blessed and filled with God’s love and happiness.   

3.  They are forever safe from God’s judgment or anything that would ever trouble 

them again.   

4.  And they get to see God face to face and know Him as their God and their 

Father for all eternity, as well as His Son, Jesus Christ, as their gracious Lord 

and Savior.   

 

B.  Are you a part of that city this morning?   

1.  Are you a citizen of Jerusalem?  Are you a true Israelite, a child of promise, a 

true son of Abraham?  Only those who are true Jews will be a part of the true 

Jerusalem.   

2.  Who are true Jews?  Not those who are physically descended from Abraham – 

although many true Jews are – but those who are related to him spiritually, who 

have the same faith as Abraham.   

a.  Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.   

b.  Those who believe as Abraham are reckoned the true children of promise.   

c.  If you would be a part of that heavenly city:   

(i)  You must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as Abraham did – Jesus said, 

Abraham rejoiced to see My day, he saw it and was glad (John 8:56).   

(ii)  You must turn from your sins – stop doing the things that offend God 

and injure your neighbor.   

(iii)  And you must begin to obey Him – love God and your neighbor as 

yourself.   

(iv)  If this is what you are doing, you are a citizen of the heavenly Jerusalem.   

(v)  But if not, then you need to put your trust in Jesus.   

(vi)  Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.  Amen.   


